
Shabbat and Worship  

Calendar  
 

Friday,  April 1st | 6 PM 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
Come Grow With Me! Shabbat 
with Rabbi Shana and Maggie Wise 

Friday, April 8th | 6 PM 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service, 
co-led by our Adult B’nai Mitzvah 
Saturday, April 9th  |  10:30 AM 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah 

Friday, April 15th | 5 PM 
Kabbalat Shabbat (Zoom only) 

Friday, April 22th | 6 PM 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

Friday, April 29th | 6 PM 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
Saturday, April 30th  |  10:30 AM 
Bat Mitzvah - Makenzie Work 

Sanctuary services are broadcast via 

Zoom and simulcast on our Website, on 

Facebook, and on YouTube. Visit our 

Shabbat Page for links. 

BULLeTIN 
April 2022 

CONNECTED. TOGETHER. 

On March 9, 2020, a crowd of about 35 met in a private 

room at Winking Lizard, ate wings and hamantaschen (yes, 

they do go together!), and enjoyed each other’s company. 

Pints on Purim is a favorite gathering for adults to celebrate 

the more adult version of the Esther story. 

There was also a lot of discussion about the “novel coronavirus”. Very little was 

known—except that it was spreading rapidly and was likely to be deadly.  

And later that week, it began: the shut-down. We said l’hitraot - farewell to the 

sanctuary with a service on the bimah, and we began zooming and working from 

home.  

For more than a year we connected on zoom. Once in a while, we came together 

outside on our beautiful grounds. For two High Holy Days we connected - screen 

to screen to screen.  

After more than a year—a breakthrough when vaccines became available. This 

year we were able to learn in the building for Our Tent. We safely wore masks 

and followed the needed and important protocols. We honored those who 

wished or needed to be at home with hybrid classes.  

And now, another milestone.  

On March 15, 2022, a crowd of more than 40 gathered together, mask-optional, 

for Pints on Purim—the first time in two years since we celebrated a holiday or 

festival fully together. It was so meaningful to come full circle and celebrating in 

this way, with this event.  It was a shehecheyanu moment!  

Rabbi Allison Vann 

avann@suburbantemple.org 

Makenzie Work, daughter 
of Danielle & Matt Cicero 
and Eric Work, 
granddaughter of Laurie 
Bruder & Tom Gerson, will 
become Bat Mitzvah on 
Saturday, April 30th. 

Eric Arnold, Tessa Gable, 

Muriel Lederman, 

Justin Maraschky, 

Dorothea Polster, and 

Jonathon Yassanye 

will become B’nai Mitzvah 

on Saturday, April 9th. 

MAZAL TOV to our April B’nai Mitzvah! 

P.S. We joined together for Pints on Purim in a different restaurant. It was a 

largely practical decision—Mulligan’s is a larger room, among other reasons. 

Yet this seems to me to carry a deeper meaning. Choosing a new restaurant is a 

reminder that we are not “returning to normal”— we are creating a new path. 

What we’ve lived through and what we’ve learned will shape each of us, as 

well as our congregational future.  I look forward to our journey, together.  

http://www.suburbantemple.org/shabbat.html
mailto:avann@suburbantemple.org


FROM BRETT’S DESK 
There’s that old phrase, “hope springs eternal.” Perhaps every 

year, that phrase is appropriate as we see crocuses pop up in our 

yards and temperatures begin to climb above freezing.  This year, 

perhaps more than any other in recent memory, also brings the 

prospect of a transition in how COVID-19 is impacting our lives. 

As I’m writing this article, COVID-19 numbers are down dramatically, Ohio has just 

crossed the 70% threshold for vaccinations, and mask requirements are changing 

almost everywhere and almost daily. 

Like most of you, I’m also excited to see your faces, in person, at temple and not 

behind a screen or a mask. 

At our March board meeting, the ST-KA board updated our COVID-19 policies and, in 

a nutshell, here they are: 

We go where the CDC goes.  If Cuyahoga County is green, meaning low transmission, 

according to the CDC, masks will be optional in the building.  If the county is yellow, 

we will immediately move to a “masks recommended” status, and if orange, then we 

will return to “masks required”.  Clearly, we hope to stay in the green, and we 

appreciate your flexibility. 

Of course, if you’re most comfortable wearing a mask, we encourage you to do so 

and ask that everyone respect people’s individual decisions.   

We are not changing our vaccination policy, meaning that vaccinations remain a 

requirement and you should upload your vaccination card through the website or 

give a copy to the office.  Finally, this also means that we are removing limits on how 

many people may be in the sanctuary or at an event.  Number restrictions may be 

reintroduced as needed. We will provide notification of any changes via Temple 

Times and on our website. 

There will be many opportunities for you to come to Temple – be it for Friday night 

Shabbat worship, Kol Nashim Women’s Seder, or Mitzvah Day.  I hope you’ll come 

often…we’ve missed you.  

 

B’shalom, bshankman@suburbantemple.org 

ST-KA STORIES 
2021-2022 ANNUAL CAMPAIGN 
STATUS AS OF MARCH 30, 2022 

Thank you! 

TARGET $ 
83% 

PARTICIPATION 
46% 

Please RSVP by April 15th to Rabbi Shana if you would like to attend the service and the light lunch to follow. For those 
who cannot attend in person, there will be a Zoom link for the service in Temple Times closer to the Bat Mitzvah. 

https://www.suburbantemple.org/form/vaccine-status.html
https://www.suburbantemple.org/form/vaccine-status.html
mailto:bshankman@suburbantemple.org
https://www.suburbantemple.org/annualcampaign.html
mailto:snyer@suburbantemple.org?subject=Emily's%20Bat%20Mitzvah!


snyer@suburbantemple.org 

CELEBRATING OUR 2022 B’NAI MITZVAH CLASS 

On the day I am writing this article we are celebrating the 100th anniversary of Judith Kaplan 

becoming the first young woman to have a Bat Mitzvah in America.  While she was not permitted 

to read from the actual Torah scroll or to ascend to the bimah, she did stand in front of it while 

reciting the Torah blessings and reading a passage of Torah from a book.  This alone was shocking 

to her community, which was led by her father, Rabbi Mordechai Kaplan, and to her family. 

 

We have certainly come a long way as Bat Mitzvah is now a common Jewish ritual, and there are many who stand 

on the shoulders of Judith Kaplan and her forward-thinking father.  As we continue to make B’nai Mitzvah a ritual 

that is relevant and meaningful, I could not be more excited to invite the entire community to celebrate six 

incredible individuals who will become B’nai Mitzvah on Shabbat M’tzora, April 8-9, 2022. 

 

Eric Arnold, Tessa Gable, Muriel Lederman, Justin Maraschky, Dorothea Polster, and Jonathon Yassanye first 

came together in a Zoom classroom about sixteen months ago and began their journey to becoming B ’nai 

Mitzvah.  In that sixteen months, they went from not knowing how to read Hebrew to being able to read from 

the Torah, they deepened their knowledge of Torah and prayer, and along the way, they went from not knowing 

each other, or not knowing each other all that well and only seeing each other from the shoulders up, to 

becoming a group that truly cares for and supports each other, and can now high five and give each other hugs. 

 

These six individuals are each amazing humans in their own right, and Rabbi Vann and I are incredibly proud of 

what they have accomplished as a class. Please join us as we celebrate them and with them on Saturday morning, 

April 9 at 10:30 AM in the Sanctuary.  The class will also lead services on Friday evening, April 8 at 6:00 PM.  If you 

are unable to attend in person, please join us on Zoom. 

 

The Midrash teaches, “Those who study Torah give light wherever they are.” This group as certainly brought light 

to my life, as well as lots of laughter and learning, for the past sixteen months. I hope you will join us for the 

celebration as they share their light with you through Torah, prayer, song and learning.  

Eric 
Arnold 

Tessa 
Gable 

Muriel 
Lederman 

Justin 
Maraschky 

Dorothea 
Polster 

Jonathon 
Yassanye 

  Mazal Tov! We are SO proud of you!   

mailto:snyer@suburbantemple.org
https://www.suburbantemple.org/shabbat.html


Member Moments 



PINTS! 

CARNIVAL! 

FUN! 



• Rise & Shine Shabbat is on Saturday morning and was created especially for kids ages 0 to 
pre-K and their families. 

• Come Grow With Me is a fun Shabbat service and dinner 
for kids up to age 7 and their families. 

 

provide opportunities for ST-KA members to create, engage in, and explore 
new relationships by participating in small group conversations and experiences around 

common interests. Click for more information or to register! 

HAVE YOU HEARD? There’s another gatherings brewing! 

“RETHINKING HOLIDAYS” 
Meets the first Monday of each month at 7 PM on Zoom 

Building on the popularity of our ongoing gatherings groups, we will 
exchange favorite ideas and practices about how we each mark Jewish 
holidays and adapt traditions to be fun and meaningful for people of 
various ages and backgrounds. Facilitated by Susan Long. 

“WHICH PROGRAM IS RIGHT FOR MY FAMILY?” 

Suburban Temple-Kol Ami’s COVID protocols will be followed for all in-person events. Click for current policies. 

mailto:snyer@suburbantemple.org?subject=I'm%20Interested%20in%20Rise%20and%20Shine%20and/or%20Come%20Grow%20With%20Me!
https://www.suburbantemple.org/gatherings.html
https://www.suburbantemple.org/#:~:text=As part of,Director Brett Shankman.


Mark Your Calendar…  April Dates to Remember 

 1st: Come Grow With Me 

 3rd: Memorial Service for Marjorie Grodin (z”l) 

 4th: gatherings (Rethinking Holidays) 

 9th: Adult B’nai Mitzvah 

 10th: gatherings (Hike & Kibitz) 

 10th: Kol Nashim Women’s Seder 

 13th: gatherings (Art & Architecture) 

 15th: Passover begins (1st seder Friday evening) 

 16th: Rise & Shine Shabbat 

 18th: Kol Nashim Book Club 

 23rd - 24th:  Congregational Retreat at Punderson 

 28th: Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day) 

 30th: Makenzie Work Bat Mitzvah 

Here’s what Kol Nashim  Book Club is reading this month… 

by Rebecca Goldstein 

Mazel means luck in Yiddish, and luck is the guiding force in this magical and mesmerizing novel 
that spans three generations. A compelling tale of mothers and daughters you won’t want to miss. 

“Ven mazel kumt, shtelt im a shtul. When mazel comes, pull up a chair for it.” 

Book club meets on Zoom, Monday, April 18, at 7 pm. E-mail Charlotte Versagi to register! 

mailto:bshankman@suburbantemple.org?subject=Estate%20planning
mailto:cversagi@suburbantemple.org?subject=Kol%20Nashim%20Book%20Club%20April%2018th!
https://www.amazon.com/Library-American-Fiction-Rebecca-Goldstein/dp/0299181243
mailto:cversagi@suburbantemple.org?subject=Kol%20Nashim%20Women's%20Seder


OUR SECOND LITTLE FREE LIBRARY NEEDS SUPPORTERS! 

Thanks to our volunteers, our Shaker Square “LFL” is covered for the rest of 2022! Tikkun Olam Committee 
member Ellen Weber now welcomes volunteers to stock our second Little Free Library at Warner Girls' 
Leadership Academy! Help provide fun, free, and accessible books for children in this community in Cleveland 
(near Garfield Heights) by volunteering to stuff it with books you’ve collected, forgotten about, boxed up, or 
gathered from friends. One support visit to an LFL is all it takes to make a difference! 

Contact Ellen for more information or to volunteer: elleweb1@me.com, (260) 414-8128 

We Gratefully Acknowledge the Following Contributions 
Please consider making a contribution to Suburban Temple — Kol Ami to celebrate a special occasion, express gratitude or 
sympathy, or to honor important accomplishments or events.  A current list of temple funds is available from the temple 
office.  Donations may be made online at www.suburbantemple.org/form/STKAdonation-form.  Donations listed below were 
received between February 18 and March 16, 2022.  Please let us know if we made an error or failed to list your donation.  

Annual Campaign 
Anonymous 
Gina and Carl Ashby 
Ronni and Jack Bialosky, Jr. 
Elizabeth and Robert Brindza 
Sandy Buzney 
Susan and Michael Cristal 
Suzanne and Robert Englander 
Marlin Farver 
Anne and Scott Flamm 
Gordon Friedman 
Tessa Gable 
Tom Gerson 
Jane Glaubinger and Eric Baer 
Michele and Jerry Goldberg 
Nancy and James Grunzweig 
Emily and James Gusky 
Alan Hazzard 
Sue and Rudi Hoffman 

Mickey Katz 
Pamela and Stuart Katz 
Christina and Daniel Keller 
Nancy and Rik Kohn 
Muriel Lederman and Brian Storrie 
Ginny and Dennis Lehman 
Julie and Matthew Lehman 
Joan Levy 
Tracey Messer and Karen 
Schneiderman 
Flossy and Dennis Mitchell 
Carla and Roger Newberry 
Shellie and Mark Nyer 
Carolyn Oppenheimer 
Eleanore and Robert Risman 
Deb and Ken Rogers 
Lori Rosenberg 
Gail Rosewater 
Sally and Larry Sears 

Maxine Singer and Peter Hochberg 
Sara Stashower and Mark Heller 
Rabbi Allison and Charlie Vann 
 
In loving memory of 
 Marjorie Grodin 
  Pam Gill 
 
Art Fund 
In loving memory of 
 Bernard Abramson 
  Sue and Rudi Hoffman 
 
In loving memory of 
 Irene Baer 
  Barbara and Irwin Feldman 
 

Continued on next page 

LET’S TALK! 

Are you or is someone you 

know looking for a rabbinic 

visit or phone call? Please 

use the link below to schedule 

a virtual or in-person 

meeting with Rabbi Vann.  

CLICK HERE TO 

SCHEDULE AN 

APPOINTMENT  
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram! 
Get sneak peeks into what’s happening at ST-KA. 

Are you an Amazon shopper? Start at smile.amazon.com 
and choose Suburban Temple-Kol Ami as your preferred 
charity! There’s no extra cost - just use your usual 
amazon.com account. 

Can’t join us in person in the sanctuary? Attend online! 
Visit our website at suburbantemple.com/shabbat for links 
to live and recorded services. 

Missed a Service or other video? Our recorded 
programming and other video resources can be viewed on 
our YouTube Channel! 

ST-KA Technology Links 

mailto:elleweb1@me.com?subject=I'm%20interested%20in%20supporting%20the%20Little%20Free%20Library!
http://www.suburbantemple.org/form/STKAdonation-form
http://www.calendly.com/rabbivann
http://www.calendly.com/rabbivann
http://www.calendly.com/rabbivann
http://www.calendly.com/rabbivann
http://www.facebook.com/suburbantemple
http://www.instagram.com/suburbantemplekolami
smile.amazon.com
Facebook.com/suburbantemple
http://bit.ly/ST-KAYouTube
suburbantemple.com/shabbat
http://www.instagram.com/suburbantemplekolami
smile.amazon.com
https://www.suburbantemple.org/shabbat.html
http://bit.ly/ST-KAYouTube


Bimah Flowers 
In loving memory of 
 Emil Cohn, Jr. and Ruth K. Cohn 
  Joseph Cohn 
 
In loving memory of 
 Barbara A. Haas 
  Dori and Blair Haas 
 
In loving memory of 
 Jeanne Haiman 
 and Celia Schenkel 
  Karen and Mickey Schenkel
  
General Endowment Fund 
In loving memory of 
 Joel N. Kaye 
  Gina and Carl Ashby 
   
Landscaping Fund 
In loving memory of 
 Angelina Guido Silver 
  Laurie and Richard Silver 
 
Oneg Shabbat 
In loving memory of 
 Annette and Bob Lusher 
  Sandra Lusher-Waterhouse  
  and Bruce Waterhouse 
 
Operating Fund 
In loving memory of 
 Tom Weil 
  Arthur Mayers 
 
In loving memory of 
 Edith Buzney 
 Sidney Buzney 
 Stanley Whay 
  Sandy Buzney 
 
In loving memory of 
 Larry J.B. Robinson 
  Barbara Robinson 
 
In loving memory of 
 Janet Bergman 
  Judith and Arnold Cohen 

In loving memory of 
 George E. Frankel 
  Barbara and Stan Brown 
 
Our Tent 
Mary Ann Wormser 
 
In honor of 
 Flossy and Denny Mitchell’s  
 Anniversary 
  Janet Lieblich 
 
In honor of 
 Denny Mitchell’s birthday 
  Janet Lieblich 
 
Our Tent Tzedakah 
Yvette and Harold Newlin 
Shellie and Mark Nyer 
 
Purim Carnival 
In loving memory of  
 Carly Siegel 
  Anonymous 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
In loving memory of 
 Emery Dobo 
  Wendy and Tom Dobo 
 
In loving memory of 
 Janet Bergman 
  Vanessa Jackson 
 
In loving memory of 
 Marjorie Grodin 
  Amy Handel 
  Sarah and Christine Gailey 
 
Silverman Youth Activities Fund 
In loving memory of 
 Raymond N. Strauss 
  Thomas Strauss 

Stashower Family Garden Fund 
In loving memory of 
 Sally Stashower 
  Emily Stashower and  
  Matthew Bogin 
 
Sunshine Fund 
Sandy Buzney 
Bruce Sherman 

Mazal tov  to our members 
who are celebrating 
milestone birthdays 

in April: 
 

Kevin Becker 

Janice Eaton 

Henry Eisenberg 

Betsy Kasperek 

Barbara Margolis 

Susan Long 

Ken Rogers  

We have no milestone anniversaries 

listed for April. 

Did we miss you? Let us know! 

Milestone birthday listings begin at age 

fifty and every five years afterwards. 

All birthdays 100 and over are listed.  

Milestone anniversary listings 

begin at 10 years and then 

every five years afterwards.  

We Gratefully Acknowledge the Following Contributions…  

(continued from previous page) 

mailto:cversagi@suburbantemple.org?subject=Bulletin%20Milestone%20Request


22401 Chagrin Blvd.  ⚫  Beachwood, Ohio 44122-5345 
Phone: 216.991.0700  ⚫ Fax: 216.991.0705 
E-mail: info@suburbantemple.org 
www.suburbantemple.org 
 

Member, Union for Reform Judaism 

STAFF 
Allison Vann, Rabbi 

Rabbi Eric J. Bram, D.D., z”l (2002-2010) 

Rabbi Michael A. Oppenheimer, D.D., z”l (1976-2002) 

Rabbi Myron Silverman, D.D., z”l (1949-1976) 

Brett Shankman, Executive Director 

Rabbi Shoshana Nyer, Director of Lifelong Learning 

Deb Rogers, Cantorial Soloist 

John Farragher, Maintenance Supervisor 

Charlotte Versagi, Administrative Assistant 

Smadar Lahav, Administrative Assistant  

OFFICERS 
Lori Rosenberg, President 

Rich Silver, Vice-President 

Bruce Sherman, Secretary 

Michelle Brown & Tessa Gable, Co-Treasurers 

Matt Lehman, Immediate Past President  

Follow us on social media: 

www.instagram.com/suburbantemplekolami 

http://bit.ly/ST-KAYouTube 

www.facebook.com/suburbantemple 

FOR ALL IN-PERSON PROGRAMS, COVID-19 PROTOCOLS WILL BE FOLLOWED. 
CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO AND TO COMPLETE A VACCINATION FORM. THANKS! 

KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICES 

Fridays  |  6 PM 

Join Rabbi Vann & Cantorial Soloist Deb Rogers  

LIVE & IN PERSON 

in our Sanctuary on Friday evenings! 
 

As always, you may still find us on our website, 
Facebook, and YouTube. 

 

Click here for all the details and links: 
www.suburbantemple.org/shabbat.html 

 

Rabbi Vann, Rabbi Shana & Songleader Maggie Wise are 
planning an hour of stories, music, and activities geared 

toward our youngest children and their families! 
 

We have one more Rise & Shine Shabbat scheduled 
on Saturday, June 4th,before we break for summer. 

Register early to save your space! 
 

Rise & Shine Shabbat is free and open to the community 

Registration is required. For more info or to RSVP, contact 
Rabbi Shana at snyer@suburbantemple.org. 

Saturday, April 16th  |  10:30 AM 
Horseshoe Lake Pavilion 

2701 Park Drive, Shaker Heights 

SAVE THE DATE! SUNDAY, MAY 1st, 10:30 AM - 3 PM 

 

HONORING OUR TEACHERS. 
CELEBRATING OUR LEARNERS. 

MAKING THE WORLD BETTER. 

http://www.instagram.com/suburbantemplekolami
http://bit.ly/ST-KAYouTube
http://www.facebook.com/suburbantemple
https://www.suburbantemple.org/form/vaccine-status.html
https://www.suburbantemple.org/form/vaccine-status.html
https://www.suburbantemple.org/shabbat.html
mailto:snyer@suburbantemple.org?subject=Rise%20and%20Shine%20Shabbat!

