
PROMISE IN DARK TIMES 
 

I have a few colleagues who post on their social media pages the 
day, date, and count of how many days they’ve been working 
from home. 

Now more than a month into working from home, I find myself 
looking for these posts. The days are blending into weeks.   

Even as each day can be blindingly similar, nothing is normal.   
We do not know what the immediate future holds, nor can we 
comprehend what our “new normal” will look like in the short- or 

long-term. The complexities are staggering.  

An avid reader, I’m consuming articles and short thought pieces even more      
voraciously. I have searched out a wide diversity of thought leaders. They’ve edu-
cated me, and provided insight, and understanding.  

In addition to articles, I have looked to Jewish sources for spiritual guidance and 
support. A favorite is 20

th
 century philosopher and activist Abraham Joshua 

Heschel.   

Rabbi Heschel taught about the holiness of time.  He highlighted the tension     
between “space”—which he defined as our technical civilization—and “time”. He 
wrote, “Time and space are interrelated. To overlook either of them is to be      
partially blind. What we plead against is [our] unconditional surrender to space, 
[our] enslavement to things. We must not forget that it is not a thing that lends   
significance to a moment; it is the moment that lends significance to things." 

During this suspended phase, Heschel invites us to pay attention to transitions 
with an eye to the holiness of the moment.  

With this in mind, I want to highlight an accomplishment for one person that is   
also a moment for our congregation.  This summer, Hannah Bloomberg will begin 
rabbinic school at Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion.  

Hannah, the daughter of Neil and Amy, sister of Emma, grew up at Suburban 
Temple-Kol Ami. The connections, inspiration, and education she received at our 
congregation is the foundation of her commitment to and love of Judaism.  

Rabbi Heschel teaches us to mark moments as holy. This is a holy moment: 
one of “our own kids”—now a phenomenal woman—is soaring to new heights. 
This is Hannah’s dream come true and is the fruit of hard and persistent work. 
We should pat ourselves on the back, too: we created a path that nurtured her 
talent, drive, and passion.  

Hannah believes that the legacy and history of Judaism inform our continued    
ability to be nimble and creative. She knows that Judaism will inspire us and    
connect us together in these times of challenge and in the future. Her dreams 
are big—and I know she’ll accomplish them.  

When Hannah comes home to visit, she often comes to Shabbat services. She 
says, “I came home for the weekend, so I also came ‘home’.”  

Hannah—this is always your ‘home’.  

Mazal Tov. 

Shabbat and Worship  

Calendar  
 
 

DUE TO GOVERNMENT AND CDC    
RESTRICTIONS DURING THE        
COVID-19 OUTBREAK, SERVICES AT 
THE TEMPLE HAVE BEEN CANCELLED 
AT THIS TIME.  
 

IF YOU HAVEN’T ALREADY DONE    
SO, PLEASE JOIN US ON FRIDAY   
EVENINGS AT 6 PM ON ZOOM! 
 

FOLLOW THIS LINK FOR SERVICES 

 
 

 
PLEASE CONTINUE TO CHECK IN AT 
OUR WEBSITE: 
   www.suburbantemple.org 
 
AND ON SOCIAL MEDIA AT: 
    www.facebook.com/suburbantemple/  
 
FOR THE LATEST UPDATES AND     
INFORMATION ABOUT SERVICES    
AND PROGRAMS. 

Rabbi Allison Vann 
avann@suburbantemple.org 

Hannah, Amy, Neil and Emma Bloomberg 

https://zoom.us/j/904785636
https://www.suburbantemple.org
https://www.facebook.com/suburbantemple/
mailto:avann@suburbantemple.org


As I write this bulletin     

article from home, I am 

thinking about the future, 

but specifically, the next 

Suburban Temple – Kol 

Ami fiscal year which      

begins on July 1.  In a “normal” year, 

we would be preparing to send out 

our annual Open Doors membership 

letters.  Of course, right now, it’s     

anything but “normal.”   

So, I want to give you a quick update 

on Open Doors and when you should 

expect your 2020-21 Open Doors 

mailing.   

It is our intention to set our             

recommended Open Doors sustaining 

gift amount in early June.  We are 

delaying a bit this year as we are   

considering every bit of information 

we can about when we may reopen 

and what that may look like.   

As in every year, we will ask that    

you make the best Open Doors     

commitment that you can.  Ultimately, 

we are a kehillah kedoshah, a holy 

community, and whether we are   

physically together soon, or it takes a 

bit more time, we are confident that 

the Suburban Temple – Kol Ami   

family will remain strong and vibrant.     

I look forward to seeing each of you 

soon…virtually or in person at ST-KA. 

Please remember that ST-KA is     

here for you.  If you are in need of 

assistance during the pandemic, 

please reach out to us. 

 

B’shalom, 

 

every day is mitzvah day... 

Susan Gordon Merdler donated blood to the American Red Cross.  

Lori Rosenberg is doing grocery runs for an elderly neighbor.    

Several congregants and staff are making masks.  

All these wonderful things illustrate #everydayismitzvahday! 

Find out how you could help repair the world at:  

                           www.suburbantemple.org/tikkunolam.html 

https://www.suburbantemple.org/tikkunolam.html


 

Shabbat Acknowledgements 
We are grateful to the following people who helped make our March worship services a 
beautiful experience: 

 

Shabbat Blessings: Janice Katz, Debra Light and Bruce Sherman  
 

Torah Blessings: Shellie Nyer 
 

Greetings: Matt Lehman 
 

Guest Sermon: Dave Aron 
 

Kolot Kol Ami: Howard Feldenkris, Nancy Huntsman, Stephen Langel,  
   Muriel Lederman, Dennis Lehman, Leon Mendlowitz, Natalie Skall, Linda Wolfe 
 

Ushers: Kärstin Olofsson, Debra Light, Richard Skall  

Bimah Flowers and Oneg Shabbat Sponsors 
 
On March 6, the bimah flowers and oneg shabbat were gifts from Sara Stashower and 
Mark Heller in loving memory of Helen Heller, Hildegard Darmstadter Stashower 
and Sally Weiss Stashower 
 

On March 6, the oneg shabbat was a gift from Shellie and Mark Nyer in loving memory 
of Jeanette Nyer and Myron Rubin 
 

On March 6, the bimah flowers were gifts from Delfina Phillips in loving memory of Dick 
Phillips 
 

On March 13, the bimah flowers were gifts from Karen and Mickey Schenkel in loving 
memory of Jeanne J. Haiman and Gail Schenkel 
 

On March 20, virtual bimah flowers were gifts from Sandy Buzney and Robert Buzney in 
loving memory of Edith Buzney and Sidney Buzney 
 

On March 20, virtual bimah flowers were gifts from Dori and Blair Haas in loving memory 
of Barbara A. Haas 
 

On March 20, virtual oneg shabbat was a gift from Sandy Lusher-Waterhouse and 
Bruce Waterhouse in loving memory of Bernard Gilbert, Annette Lusher and    
Robert J. Lusher 
 

On March 27, virtual bimah flowers were gifts from Joe Cohn in loving memory of Ruth 
Kun Cohn and Emil Cohn, Jr. 
 

On March 27, virtual oneg shabbat was a gift from Susan Raphaely in loving memory of 
Arlene Raphaely 

Mazal tov to our members who are 
celebrating milestone birthdays in 

May: 
 

Barbara Feldman 
Nancy Goldsmith 
Peter Hochberg 
Helen Nagusky 
Diana Pearson 

Sally Sears 
Bruce Waterhouse 

 
Mazal tov to our members          

who are celebrating                  
milestone anniversaries: 

 

Barbara and Richard  
Margolius (40 years) 

 

Anne and Peter Mitro 
(50 years) 

 

Susan Raphaely and 
Jonathan Payes (15 years) 

Milestone birthday listings begin at age 
fifty and every five years afterwards. 

All birthdays 100 and over are 
listed. 



In loving memory of 
Jeanette Nyer 
Myron Rubin 
 Shellie and Mark Nyer 
 

In loving memory of 
Arlene Raphaely 
 Susan Raphaely 

 
 

 
Operating Fund: 
In loving memory of 

Angelina Silver 
 Alan Luntz and Joe Luntz  

 
In loving memory of 

Fred Schmidt 
 Jane Glaubinger and Eric Baer  

 
 

 
Our Tent Fund: 
In loving memory of 

Marty Levy 
 Emily and Jim Gusky  
 Shellie and Mark Nyer 

 
 

 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: 
In loving memory of 

Shirley Katcher 
 Doug Katcher  

 
Joann and Tom Adler 

In Memoriam 
Dear Member 

  Jack Bialosky, Sr.  

  Norman Hyams 
  

Dear Relative 

  Dr. Myron Luria 

  Odell Nathenson 

Bimah Flower Fund: 
In loving memory of 

Eleanor Jeanne Andelman 
Barbara Andelman &  
Richard Nemeth 

 
 

 
Bimah Flowers: 
In loving memory of 

Edith Buzney 
Sidney Buzney 
 Sandy Buzney and  
    Robert Buzney 

 
In loving memory of 

Ruth Kun Cohn  
Emil Cohn, Jr. 

Joe Cohn 
 
In loving memory of 

Barbara A. Haas 
 Dori and Blair Haas 

 
In loving memory of 

Helen Heller 
Hildegard Darmstadter 
Stashower 
Sally Weiss Stashower 
 Sara Stashower and 
    Mark Heller 

 
In loving memory of 

Dick Phillips 
Delfina Phillips 

 
 

 
Curtiss Family Director’s  
   Discretionary Fund: 
In loving memory of 

Herman Resnik 
Loree and Alan Resnik 

 
 

 
Oneg Shabbat: 
In loving memory of 

Helen Heller 
Hildegard Darmstadter Stashower 
Sally Weiss Stashower 

Sara Stashower and  
   Mark Heller 

 
In loving memory of 

Bernard Gilbert 
Annette Lusher 
Robert J. Lusher 
 Sandy Lusher-Waterhouse  
        and Bruce Waterhouse 

 
 
 

We Gratefully Acknowledge the Following Contributions 

Please consider making a contribution to Suburban Temple-Kol Ami to celebrate a special occasion, express gratitude or      

sympathy, or honor important accomplishments. A current list of temple funds is available from the temple office. Donations may 

be made online at www.suburbantemple.org/form/STKAdonation-form. Donations listed below were received between March 1 

and March 31, 2020. Please let us know of any errors or omissions. 

Give Us a Call! 

Are you or is someone you know looking for 

a virtual rabbinic visit or phone call? Please 

contact Rabbi Vann to speak with her.  

210.559.9514 
 

While our office is closed, our phone lines 

are still open and we are receiving 

voicemails.  

216.991.0700 

 

ST-KA Technology 

 
 
 
Did you know that shopping on Amazon. 

com can benefit ST-KA? We have signed 

up with AmazonSmile, which donates a 

small percentage of every purchase to 

our congregation. Please visit smile. 

amazon.com and choose Suburban  

Temple-Kol Ami as your preferred charity. 

Then, change your Amazon bookmark to 

smile.amazon.com for future purchases! 

There is no extra cost to you and you 

can use your usual amazon.com 

account. Start at smile.amazon.com 

each time you shop! 

 

JOIN US ON ZOOM! 
Don’t forget that many of our programs are 

now running on ZOOM. Please refer to our 

program boxes for links and information on 

how you can tune in and participate. 

 

Live Streaming Service Information 
Don’t forget, you can watch previously   

recorded Kabbalat Shabbat services from 

our regular live stream on our website.  
 

Please visit www.suburbantemple.org  

and select the “at home” tab under 

“WORSHIP”. 

https://www.suburbantemple.org/form/STKAdonation-form.html
smile.amazon.com
smile.amazon.com
smile.amazon.com
https://www.suburbantemple.org/livestream.html


22401 Chagrin Blvd.    Beachwood, Ohio 44122-5345 
Phone: 216.991.0700  Fax: 216.991.0705 
E-mail: info@suburbantemple.org 
www.suburbantemple.org 
 

Member, Union for Reform Judaism

Allison Vann, Rabbi 

Rabbi Eric J. Bram, D.D., z”l (2002-2010) 

Rabbi Michael A. Oppenheimer, D.D., z”l (1976-2002) 

Rabbi Myron Silverman, D.D., z”l (1949-1976) 

Brett Shankman, Executive Director 

Rabbi Shoshana Nyer, Director of Lifelong Learning 

J.B. Davis, Director of Engagement and Marketing 

Deb Rogers, Music Director  
 

Matt Lehman, President 

Lori Rosenberg, Vice-President 

Bruce Sherman, Secretary 

Howard Feldenkris, Treasurer 

Kimberly Rosner, Immediate Past President 

Follow us on social media: 

www.facebook.com/suburbantemple 

 

www.instagram.com/suburbantemplekolami 

STORYTIME WITH 
    RABBI SHANA 
Fridays at 5 PM 

 

Adults and Kids—get 
comfortable in your 
favorite chair or find 
your special spot on 
the floor and join  
Rabbi Shana for a 
story to welcome 
Shabbat ! 
 

Please use this link to connect!  

 

 

WORSHIP FROM HOME! 

COFFEE WITH RABBI VANN  
    AND RABBI SHANA 
Tuesday and Thursdays  
   at 8:30 AM 

 

Get your day started 
with Rabbi Vann on 
Tuesdays and Rabbi 
Shana on Thursdays 
from 8:30-9 AM. Log in 
to ZOOM with your   
coffee, (or tea!) and 
your breakfast to     
connect with each    

other and catch up with the rabbis. 
 

Please use this link to connect! 
(Tuesdays) 

 

Please use this link to connect! 
(Thursdays)  

KABBALAT SHABBAT  
    SERVICES 
Fridays at 6 PM 

 
Rabbi Vann and Music 
Director Deb Rogers 
are coming to you live 
on Friday evenings 
starting at 6 PM for 
Shabbat on ZOOM. 
 

 
Please use this link to connect!  

 

OUR TENT CAFE 
Sundays at 10 AM / T’fliah at 10:30  

Grab a bagel and a drink and catch up 
with friends! 

 
Please use this link to connect 

https://zoom.us/s/718705451
https://zoom.us/s/335898534
https://zoom.us/j/97976447041
https://zoom.us/j/904785636
https://zoom.us/j/96635845936

