
March 2019

March Shabbat and  
Worship Calendar
Friday, March 1 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service with  
Torah reading and sermon by  
Stan Dub

Friday, March 8 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service with  
guest leader Leon Mendlowitz and 
sermon by Cantor Dave

Come Grow With Me! Shabbat with  
Rabbi Shana and Lauren Smith

Friday, March 15 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service with special 
performance written and directed by 
Matthew Greenfield.

Friday, March 22 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service with guest 
leader Lori Rosenberg and sermon by 
Diane Greene

Friday, March 29 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Come Grow With Me 
Shabbat
Friday, March 8 at 6 pm

•  Fun Interactive service for newborns-
2nd graders and their families with 
Rabbi Shana and Lauren Smith

•  3rd-7th graders and their families join 
Rabbi Shana for services in the 
Sanctuary

• FREE dinner for Everyone!

The evening is free and open to the 
community so invite your friends with 
Jewish children. RSVP to Keesha Sellars 
at 216.991.0700 or at ksellars@
suburbantemple.org.

The Chutzpah to Demand Our Place

As I mentioned last month, this year the Our Tent Faculty 
has been learning from a book entitled The Chutzpah 

Imperative: Living a Life that Matters. In it the author, Rabbi 
Edward Feinstein, dares us to have the chutzpah, the guts, 
to ask the great, the deep, and the challenging questions. 
Doing so, he posits, will lead to a more meaningful Judaism 
and a more meaningful life.

In Chapter Three, entitled Jews Gone Wild, Rabbi Feinstein writes about the 
story of Purim. In the section on Haman he writes the following:

Evil is the worship of the self above all else, the insatiable drive 
to aggrandize the self. Evil is ready to destroy anything that 
casts a shadow over the self. Because the Jewish people 
have always been the outlier – the visible exception to 
someone’s dream of universal domination and uniformity of 
opinion – they have been evil’s most enduring victim. 
Throughout history, the presence of the Jew always 
compromised someone’s fantasy of ubiquitous authority. 
Haman was only the first to be irritated by a Jew’s presumptuous 
refusal to bow low. But the Jew, as it has been said, is only the 
canary in the mine. The Jew represents all who would stand 
in the face of authority and demand a place, a voice, a vote 
for those who are different.

Rabbi Feinstein dares us all to have the chutzpah to be Mordechai and 
Esther, and to stand up the Hamans and the Ahasueruses of the world. 

Some questions for this month:
Have you ever felt the victim of injustice? What did you do?
How do you demand your rightful place?
In what ways do you fight for the rights and equality of others?
What do you see as your responsibility?

May we continue to create a sacred community of learning as we ask and 
endeavor to answer together. 

Rabbi Shana Nyer
snyer@suburbantemple.org

Rabbi Vann is on Sabbatical until April 9, 2019
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From Brett’s Desk:

I’m writing my article a 
little too close to the print 

deadline this month, but 
my procrastination allows 
me to kvell a bit about our 
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami 
family. 

On Thursday, January 31, our 
friends at the Mandel Jewish Day 
School had a pipe burst in their 
basement resulting in 7 FEET of water 
inundating that level of the school. 
After a few frantic calls, we were able 
to offer our building as a temporary 
home for the 3rd–8th graders.

I want to share some observations 
and thoughts about this experience 
(which as I write is still going on). 
First, how wonderful it is to be part of 
a community where we can and do 
step up to help one another? 
Currently, we have two member 
families whose children attend 
Mandel JDS. Most of the Mandel JDS 
families had never set foot in ST-KA. 
Now more than 100 new families have 
seen the building and had positive 
interactions with our staff. 

Speaking of staff – WOW! A huge 
thank you to our entire team, Rabbi 
Shana, Dale, Keesha, John, and 
Charles who stepped up to take care 
of our guests, the building, our 
renters, and of course, our 
congregants. I’m so fortunate to work 
with such a great team.

I hope you join me in being proud 
of our welcoming the Mandel JDS to 
ST-KA. Our kehillah, our community 
has grown and we are all better for it.

B’shalom,
Brett Shankman, 
Executive Director
bshankman@suburbantemple.org

Delicious hamantaschen, homemade by Temple members  
and our youth group may be purchased for $4 per ½ dozen  

Flavors: strawberry, apricot, chocolate and poppy seed
Purchase by the ½ dozen single flavor or in flavor combinations: 

Fruit Mix (3 apricot & 3 strawberry) 
Classic Combo (3 poppy & 3 apricot) 

Indulgence Mix (3 chocolate & 3 strawberry)  
The Whole Megillah (3 of each flavor) ($8) 

E-mail your order to us at ksellars@suburbantemple.org 
by Monday, March 11 or you can print and mail in your order to: 

Suburban Temple-Kol Ami  
Attn: Keesha Sellars  

22401 Chagrin Blvd. Beachwood, OH 44122 

Any questions, please call Keesha Sellars at 216.991.0700 ext. 101

Name: _____________________________________________________________

Phone number: ______________________________________________________
 

Strawberry: _________________ (½ dz.)  Apricot: ____________________ (½ dz.) 

Chocolate: __________________ (½ dz.)  Poppy seed: ________________ (½ dz.) 

Fruit Mix: ___________________ (½ dz.)  Classic Combo: _____________ (½ dz.) 

Indulgence Mix: _____________ (½ dz.)  Whole Megillah: __________ (2 x ½ dz.) 

TOTAL: _________________   ½ dozen x $4 = $ _________________ enclosed

Pre-Order 
Hamantaschen
for Purim!

Hamantaschen can be picked up on:
Sunday, March 17 from 11:30 am –1:00 pm 

(at the Purim Carnival)
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Adar is known as the Hebrew month of joy because it is the month during which we 
celebrate Purim. Here are all the ways we will be celebrating Purim at St-KA this year. 

Come for one, or better yet, come for all! We look forward to celebrating with you!

Be Happy – It’s Adar!

Saturday, March 16 at 10:30 am
We are looking for help to make 
the magic happen for our kids on 
Purim. 
•  Help us put together all the 

games for our amazing Purim 
carnival!  

•  Decorate for our carnival!
• Help us bake the hamataschen!
•  We will provide lunch and snacks! 
We are also looking for volunteers 
to take one-hour shifts at the ticket 
table and game booths on Sunday, 
March 17. 

Please email ksellars@
suburbantemple.org or call 
216.991.0700 if you can be there.

come make 
hamantaschen 
with us!

make purim 
happen

Wednesday, March 20 at 7 pm
Purim is NOT just for kids! 

•  Join Rabbi Shana at the 
Winking Lizard on Miles on 
Purim Eve, for an adult look at 
the Magillah. This year, we will 
see what happens when Jews 
go wild!  

•  First round and appetizers on 
Rabbi Shana! 

•  Meet in the Board Room in the 
back of the restaurant. 

Please RSVP by Friday, March 15 
to dhopkins@suburbantemple.
org or by calling 216.991.0700 if 
you would like to join us

Help us prepare the 120 dozen 
hamantaschen we sell!

•  Saturday, March 2  
10:30 am–12:30 pm

•  Thursday, March 7  
Hosted by Kol Nashim for  
all adults. 6–8:00 pm

•  Saturday, March 9 
10:30 am–12:30 pm

pints on purim 

purim improv 
and carnival

Sunday, March 17 at 10:30 am 
•  Back by popular demand will be Ankle 

Biters Improv featuring Temple member 
Deena Nyer Mendlowitz! 

•  Followed by a carnival including pizza, 
games, prizes, a giant inflatable, costumes, 
homemade hamantaschen and more!

•  Don’t miss a moment of the fun!
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Shalom Chaverim!
Spring is in the air and a perfect time 

to plant the seed of participation in these Kol 
Nashim happenings:

The annual Purim carnival is just around 
the corner (March 17) and we need you to 
be a Queen B—B for baker! We will be 
making hamentashen at our Rosh Chodesh 
celebration on Thursday, March 7 from 
6–8 pm in the ST-KA kitchen. Don your 
apron, roll out the dough, stuff, pinch and 
freeze are the directions we will be following 
per the Queen’s recipe. Though there is no 
cost to this event an RSVP to Dale is 
requested before March 4. Appetizers/
nosh will be served!

Our Tikkun Olam project of providing 
dinner at New Life Calvary Church is 
Wednesday, March 27 from 4–6 pm. Your 
help is needed to bake cookies, make 
spaghetti, serve on site or donate money to 
purchase paper products/supplies. Let Jan 
know how we can count on you at 
JanetLieblich@gmail.com or 216-297-1890.

Together we will ready ourselves for the 

holiday of Passover through readings, 
rituals, sisterhood and tastes at our annual 
Women’s Seder on Sunday, April 7 at 5 
pm. Please bring a special wine glass to be 
used as a Miriam’s Cup. Our Seder will 
include foods that provide a taste of 
Passover. Bring your girlfriends, mothers, 
daughters, sisters, aunts, and 
granddaughters to participate in this 
meaningful experience. The cost is $18 per 
person. Please RSVP before March 29.

But He Was Good 
to His Mother by 
Robert A. Rockaway 
is our book for our 
Thursday, April 25 
at 7 pm book club 
meeting. Men and 
women are invited 
to share in 
conversation or 
just listen to 
others! An RSVP to 
Dale is requested before April 21. Location 
given at time of reservation. 

A thrilling assortment of true stories 
involving pitiless men, who murdered in cold 
blood and stole millions on their way to 

becoming the top gangsters of their era. 
Men for whom the law meant nothing and 
the threat of prison held no fear. Gangsters 
who were cop-killers, ran entire 
neighborhoods, shunned their heritage and 
turned their back on the obligations of their 
religion, who cared for nothing, but with one 
glaring exception they were good to their 
mothers. 

Save the Date: On Sunday, May 19 we 
will have a get together at Van Aken Market 
Hall, details to follow!

A reservation to the aforementioned 
events prior to the deadline is requested so 
we can count on you and accommodate 
you in the manner you would like to be. 
Please make your reservation and payment 
(where applicable) to Dale in the ST-KA 
office: 216.991.0700

Kol Nashim welcomes and encourages 
your suggestions and comments. Leave 
your name and phone number in the office 
and a board member will be happy to 
contact you.

Susan Gordon Merdler
Kol Nashim President
STKAKolNashim@gmail.com

Greetings from Kol Nashim!

Come and begin your preparation for Passover with a special 
Seder led by Rabbi Shana. We’ll celebrate old traditions and 
learn new ones, and, at the Seder’s conclusion, enjoy a 
delicious light repast. We’ll fill the Mandel-Gries Social Hall with 
laughter, warmth, music, and spirituality.

The participation cost is $20. Please RSVP by Monday, 
March 29 to Dale Hopkins at 216.991.0700 or dhopkins@
suburbantemple.org if you would like to attend this event.

Kol Nashim invites all women (post-bat mitzvah age)... 
Daughters, Mothers, Grandmothers, Great-grandmothers, 
Girlfriends, Sisters and Aunts to our annual Women’s Seder.

Our Annual Women’s Seder
April 7 | 5 pm

Remember ST-KA 
through a bequest 
or other charitable 

vehicle in your 
estate plan. 

Please contact  
Brett Shankman for 
more information.
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March Programs, Events, and Meetings
Torah study meets every Saturday morning from 9:15-10:15 am. Join us in the Gries Library 
for bagels and open discussion about the Torah!

Sat., Mar. 2 ................. 10:30 am | ST-KA Hamantaschen making!

Sun., Mar. 3 ................  9 am | Our Tent 
12 pm | NFTY678 – Iron Chef ST-KA: Hamantaschen Edition

Thur., Mar 7 ................ 6 pm | Kol Nashim Rosh Chodesh: Hamantaschen making

Sat., Mar. 9 ................. 10:30 am | ST-KA Hamantaschen making!

Sun., Mar. 10 ..............  9 am | Our Tent 
1 pm | KNOW Abuse program

Mon., Mar. 11 ............. 7 pm | Board of Trustees Meeting

Sat., Mar. 16 ............... 10:30 am | Purim Carnival set-up 

Sun., Mar. 17 .............. 10 am | Purim Carnival

Wed., Mar. 20 ............. 7 pm | Pints on Purim

Wed., Mar. 27 .............  4 pm | Calvary Church Spaghetti Dinner (7820 Euclid Avenue, 
Cleveland, OH 44103) 
7 pm | Executive Committee Meeting 

Milestone Birthdays
and Anniversaries

Mazal tov to our members  
who are celebrating milestone  

birthdays in March:

Amy Bloomberg
Wendy Cantor Dobo

Kathy Eisner
Nancy Huntsman

Bill Kohner
Brad Lender

Adrienne Sharp
Paul Wexler

Milestone birthday listings begin  
at age 50 and every five years afterward. 
All birthdays 100 and over are listed. 

Mazal tov to our members  
who are celebrating milestone 

anniversaries in March:

Deborah & Evan Coleman (25 yrs)
Anne Williams & Steve Gordon  

(30 years)

Milestone anniversaries begin at ten years 
and continue every five years thereafter.

ST-KA Technology
Did you know that shopping on Amazon.
com can benefit ST-KA? We have signed 
up with AmazonSmile, which donates a 
small percentage of every purchase to 
our congregation. Please visit smile.
amazon.com and choose Suburban 
Temple-Kol Ami as your preferred charity. 
Then, change your Amazon bookmark to 
smile.amazon.com for future purchases! 
There is no extra cost to you and you 
can use your usual amazon.com 
account. Start at smile.amazon.com 
each time you shop! 

WiFi For Everyone!
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami has WiFi 
available. If you have a WiFi capable 
device and wish to connect, simply use 
the guest password “Temple2016.”

Live Streaming Service Information
Don’t forget, you can watch Kabbalat 
Shabbat services live (or recorded)  
on our website. Please visit  
www.suburbantemple.org and click  
on the livestream menu at the top.

Are you 70½? Have you 
considered a charitable 
IRA rollover? A gift to 
ST-KA will strengthen the 
Temple and may provide 
you with a tax benefit*.  
Contact Brett Shankman for 
more information. 

*Always discuss gift planning and distributions with your financial planner and tax advisor.

Enjoy the talents of our congregants Sam & 
Eileen Roth and their daughter Shayna Roth 
Pentecost at an art exhibit at the Beachwood 
Community Center. We will have a guided tour 
through Roth x3: A Family Creates on 
Wednesday, March 13 from 6:30-8 pm. This 
exhibit is a great showing of abstract work on 
canvas and glass. All are welcome to attend 
just let Dale know you will be joining in before 
Monday, March 11. This exhibit will run through 
April 5 in case you want to see it again!

Art Exhibit | Roth x 3:  
A Family Creates

Featuring Eileen & Sam Roth  
and Shayna Roth Pentecost 

March 8–April 5

Artists’ Reception:  
Sunday, March 10 | 1–2:30 pm

Beachwood Community Center

In Memoriam
Dear Relative

Evelyn Singer
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We Gratefully Acknowledge the Following Contributions
Please consider making a contribution to Suburban Temple-Kol Ami to celebrate a special occasion, express gratitude or sympathy, or 
honor important accomplishments. A current list of Temple funds is available from the Temple office. Donations may be made online at 
www.suburbantemple.org. Donations listed below were received between January 1 and January 31, 2019. Please let us know of any 
errors or omissions.

Shabbat Acknowledgments
We are grateful to the following people who helped make our January worship services 
a beautiful experience.

Guest Speakers: Dave Aron and Leah Weiss Caruso

Shabbat Blessings: Betsy Kasperek, JoAnne and Len Podis, Ellyn Ross

Torah Blessings: Beth and Rand Curtiss, Linda Wolfe

ASL Interpreter: Karen Schiller

Kol Nashim Shabbat Service Participants: Jodi Ashby, Amy Bloomberg, Michelle 
Brown, Emily Gusky, Sue Hoffman, Jan Lieblich, Debra Light, Susan Gordon Merdler, 
Shellie Nyer, Kim Rosner, Lori Rosenberg, Ellyn Ross, Karen Shapiro, Lauren Smith,  
Andi Wasserman and Linda Wolfe

Kolot Kol Ami: Jodi Ashby, Amy Bloomberg, Nancy Huntsman, Nancy Perillo,  
Loree Resnik, Natalie Skall, Lauren Smith, Linda Wolfe

Announcements: Matt Lehman, Kim Rosner, Carter Strang

Ushers: Noreen Bertman, Lesly Kohner, Jan Lieblich, Flossy and Dennis Mitchell,  
Ellyn Ross, Richard Skall

Bimah Flower Fund
In loving memory of
 Sol L. Bloomfield
  Loree and Alan Resnik
 Peter Cristal
  The Cristal Family
  Bertram S. Nusbaum, Jr., Cilla 

Nusbaum and Lois Silberman 
Nusbaum

  Beth and Rand Curtiss
 Carol F. Posner and Gary R. Posner
  Betsy and Michael Kasparek
In celebration of
 The Kol Nashim Women’s Shabbat
   Susan Gordon Merdler and Lyle Merdler

Curtiss Family Director’s  
Discretionary Fund
In loving memory of
 Thomas Handel
  Amy Handel

General Operating Fund
In loving memory of
 Larry Greenwald
  Daniel Freireich
  Sharon and Jamie Lebovitz
  Leslie Kaufman
 Evelyn Singer
  Sally Breen

Oneg Shabbat
In loving memory of
 Marvine Dinner
  Sherry and Gary Dinner
 Betsy Tuteur Galvin
  Shelly and Tom Galvin
  Bertram S. Nusbaum, Jr., Cilla 

Nusbaum and Lois Silberman 
Nusbaum

  Beth and Rand Curtiss
 George A. Podis
  JoAnne and Len Podis
 Carol F. Posner and Gary R. Posner
  Amy Posner Brooks and Josh Brooks
 Carol F. Posner and Gary R. Posner
  Betsy and Michael Kasparek
In celebration of her birthday
 Tracey Messer
  Karen Schneiderman
Operating Fund
In loving memory of
 Dr. Bertram Katz
  Jeffry Katz and Judith Malone
 Reinette Madow
  Michelle Brown
  Viola Koenigsberg and  

Florence Weinberg
  Joan Levy
 Larry Greenwald
  Sharon and Jamie Lebovitz

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In loving memory of
 Evelyn Singer
  Ronni and Jack Bialosky
 Morris Berick
  Christine and James Berick

Vintage Fund
In loving memory of
 Marilyn Bialosky
  Jane and Paul Wexler

Bimah Flowers and  
Oneg Shabbat Sponsors
On January 4, bimah flowers were gifts 
from Amy Posner Brooks and Josh 
Brooks in loving memory of Carol F. 
Posner and Gary R. Posner

On January 4, bimah flowers and Oneg 
Shabbat were gifts from Betsy and 
Michael Kasperek in loving memory of 
Carol F. Posner and Gary R. Posner

On January 4, bimah flowers and Oneg 
Shabbat were gifts from Beth and Rand 
Curtiss in loving memory of Bertram S. 
Nusbaum, Jr., Cilla Nusbaum and Lois 
Silberman Nusbaum

On January 4, Oneg Shabbat was a gift 
from Karen Schneiderman in celebration 
of Tracey Messer’s birthday

On January 11, bimah flowers were gifts 
from Loree and Alan Resnik in loving 
memory of Sol L. Bloomfield

On January 11, Oneg Shabbat was a gift 
from JoAnne and Len Podis in loving 
memory of George A. Podis

On January 11, Oneg Shabbat was a gift 
from Sherry and Gary Dinner in loving 
memory of Marvine Dinner

On January 18, bimah flowers were gifts 
from The Cristal Family in loving memory 
of Peter Cristal

On January 18, bimah flowers and Oneg 
Shabbat were gifts from Ellyn Ross in 
loving memory of Alan S. Massey

On January 25, bimah flowers were gifts 
from Shelly and Tom Galvin in loving 
memory of Betsy Tuteur Galvin
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We

you to imagine the po
ssibilitie

s!

Dare to make  

a new Friend!

Dare to learn 

something new!

Dare to discover what 

really matters!

“Double Dare” and the Double Dare (splat) logo are trademarks of MTV Networks / Viacom / Nickelodeon

RSVP BY MARCH 15
to lifelonglearning@suburbantemple.org  

or by calling the Temple office 
at 216.991.0700

*for double occupancy (single occupancy $140)

This retreat is made possible through generous grants from the  
Jewish Education Center of Cleveland. 

$75 per adult* and $45 per kid
(includes all meals and accommodations)


