
January 2019

January Shabbat and  
Worship Calendar
Friday, January 4 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service with  
Torah reading 

Friday, January 11 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Come Grow With Me! Shabbat with  
Rabbi Shana and Lauren Smith

Friday, January 18 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Friday, January 25 | 6 pm
Kol Nashim Women’s Shabbat Service
Dinner will follow service  
(RSVP by Jan. 21)

Have you opted in to our 
e-mail list?

Do you want to receive 
the Temple Times, Our 
Tent news, invitations 
for special Temple 
events, and 
bereavement notices? 

Then we’ll need your correct email 
address! Send updates to dhopkins@
suburbantemple.org.

Live Streaming Service 
Information
Don’t forget, you can watch Kabbalat 
Shabbat services live (or recorded)  
on our website. Please visit  
www.suburbantemple.org and click  
on the livestream menu at the top.

Thank You, Suburban Temple-Kol Ami

I am so grateful for the outpouring of support for my upcoming 
sabbatical. Thank you, Suburban Temple-Kol Ami, for your generosity 

and kindness. The following are answers to the most commonly asked 
questions I have received about my sabbatical: 

Where will you be? 
I am staying in Cleveland. 

How long will you be on sabbatical? 
My sabbatical is January 8–April 8. 

What will you be doing? 
A sabbatical is an opportunity to rejuvenate my rabbinate and to renew myself.

I am looking forward to writing, reflecting and studying. In particular, I am writing about 
innovation and transformation in congregational life. I look forward to sharing with the 
congregation my writing and reflections in the future. Of course, I will continue to participate 
in Leadership Cleveland.

Who will be officiating at life cycle events and services? Who will take care of all 
your work? 
Rabbi Shana Nyer, in addition to her role as Director of Lifelong Learning, will serve as our 
sabbatical rabbi. As an experienced rabbi, she will confidently step into this role as the full 
spiritual leader for Suburban Temple-Kol Ami during my sabbatical. 

Brett Shankman will ably provide engagement and programmatic support during the 
sabbatical. Cantor Dave Malecki will provide support when Rabbi Shana cannot be on the 
bimah, as will volunteers. 

You are staying in Cleveland. Can we still email you and call you with ideas, 
concerns or questions? 
I will miss the regular interactions, enthusiasm, questions and concerns! During sabbatical, I 
will not be receiving email or phone messages. For all of your questions, concerns, ideas 
and more, both Rabbi Shana and Brett Shankman are here for you. Please, do not hesitate 
to reach out to them. 

It is likely that we will see each other at various venues around town, and perhaps even 
occasionally at Suburban Temple-Kol Ami. I welcome the hug, and the personal updates, 
even though for me the daily, regular work of the synagogue waits until spring. 

B’shalom—in peace and wholeness—
Rabbi Allison Vann
avann@suburbantemple.org
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From Brett’s Desk:

The past two weeks have 
been filled with ads, ads, 

and more ADS! Black Friday, 
Biggest Sale of the Year, 
Lowest Prices of the Year – it 
was so much that I was 
tempted to succumb to the 

noise and just get stuff. (ok, yes, I bought 
a few things…) But it got me thinking 
about how I spend money. Often, 
probably too often, it’s on stuff. A new 
phone, new sweater, vintage jacket or 
something.

My family and I are pretty good about 
spending on experiences – like theater or 
travel, though I’m sure we can do better. 
And that’s the focus of this month’s 
column. 

Suburban Temple-Kol Ami is so much 
more than the bricks, the lighting, the 
books in the library. It’s all about the 
experience. Have you been here for the 
start of Our Tent on a Sunday morning? 
The energy in the building is infectious. 
How about listening to the growing 
chorus of voices at Shabbat services? 
Volunteering and feeding those less 
fortunate at Calvary Church every  
other month? 

These experiences are what makes 
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami unique. There’s 
the old line that “it takes a village” and it 
does. Open Doors, Our Tent, Kol Nashim, 
Kolot Kol Ami, or any of our committees, 
programs, learning Shabbats, these are 
the experiences that make Suburban 
Temple – Kol Ami your spiritual home. 

I know that I can sound like a broken 
record, however, the message remains 
the same. Suburban Temple – Kol Ami is 
an amazing congregation with fabulous 
people, programs, and staff. To maintain 
our success, we need you to continue 
your philanthropic support at your best 
possible level. If you haven’t yet made 
your annual campaign gift, please do so 
now. You can make the gift by calling  
the office or going to our website,  
www.suburbantemple.org/donate. 

Best wishes for a wonderful 2019! 
Brett Shankman, 
Executive Director
bshankman@suburbantemple.org

On Holy Grounds: Our Tent’s  
Tikkun Olam Coffee House Showcase
Sunday, January 20 | 10:00 am-noon

•  Brunch coffee house to celebrate our first two  
trimesters of learning

• Learner’s art on display
• Performances by those who took Our Tent classes
•  Special Tikkun Olam project to offer love and support  

for our brothers and sisters in Squirrel Hill, PA 
 
This is a session for Our Tent Learners, and we invite the  
ENTIRE CONGREGATION to experience a morning in Our Tent!
Please RSVP by January 10 at 216.991.0700 or  
email lifelonglearning@suburbantemple.org

Friday, January 11 | 6 pm

•  Fun Interactive service for newborns- 
2nd graders and their families with  
Rabbi Shana and Lauren Smith

•  3rd-7th graders and their families join 
Rabbi Vann for part of services in the 
Sanctuary

• FREE dinner for Everyone!

The evening is free and open to the 
community so invite your friends with 
Jewish children. RSVP at 216.991.0700 or 
at lifelonglearning@suburbantemple.org

come 
grow with 

me 
shabbat

SUBURBAN TEMPLE-KOL AMI   |  TRIP TO ISRAEL  |  LED BY RABBI ALLISON VANN

THE ISRAEL TRIP DECEMBER 21-31, 2019

FROM $3,559 LAND ONLY

HIGHLIGHTS
•  A journey of inspiration and 

education
•  Israel from ancient history to high-

tech innovation
• Outstanding tour educator
•  Israel in style: superb hotels and 

travel arrangements
•  Quality service and seamless 

logistics
•  The flavors of Israel: from great 

street food to top restaurants
•  Go behind the scenes to 

experience authentic Israel
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We

you to imagine the po
ssibilitie

s!

Dare to make a new Friend!

Dare to learn something new!

Dare to discover what really matters!

$75 per adult* and $45 per kid
(includes all meals and accommodations)

RSVP BY MARCH 15
to lifelonglearning@suburbantemple.org  

or by calling the Temple office at 216.991.0700
*for double occupancy (single occupancy $140)

This retreat is made possible through generous grants from the  
Jewish Education Center of Cleveland. 

“Double Dare” and the Double Dare (splat) logo are trademarks of MTV Networks / Viacom / Nickelodeon
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Hello and Welcome 2019!!!
Do you know Kol Nashim welcomes your 
participation whether you are a long-
standing congregant or are new to our 
Temple community, whether you have 
school aged children, grandchildren or no 
children underfoot? Our members include 
lawyers, librarians, care givers, teachers, 
therapists, business women, medical 
professionals, domestic engineers and 
community minded volunteers. 

With the start of the New Year I thought it 
would be a good time to start to know us 
too, so say hello to Tina Keller in her own 
words:

When I initially joined Kol Nashim, I looked 
at it as an opportunity to give back to the 
Temple, as Kol Nashim provides the Temple 
with so much support. While I did not grow 
up with a Jewish background, my family has 
enjoyed services, Our Tent, and further 
exploring Judaism at Suburban Temple. I 
wanted to help other people and families 
benefit from the varied opportunities Kol 
Nashim provides.

Now that I am in my second year, I really 
have enjoyed meeting so many women who 
are from a variety of professions and 
backgrounds and making friends with people 
I would not have the opportunity to know so 
well otherwise. I have found women who 
share (and explain) Jewish traditions, who 
help form new ideas, and who serve the 
community. They, like the Temple as a whole, 
are welcoming of you as you are.

I enjoy my time with Kol Nashim, and I 
hope to welcome even more women to our 
future events. I know that with so many “irons 
in the fire” it is difficult for women, and moms 
in particular, to take time for themselves. It is 
nice to take moments to build friendships, 
and it is gratifying to help others. Kol Nashim 
has offered me the opportunity to do both. 
We hope to see you at an event soon!

Tina is a KN board member-at-large and 
is an occupational therapist in the Parma 
City School system. She and her husband 
Dan (a past ST-KA board trustee) have two 
sons, Jack and Mason. Jack is preparing for 
his 2019 Bar Mitzvah with Mason’s not too 
far behind.

Here are more opportunities to get  
to know us via participation in these 
events:

Book Club
Our Book Club is 
Thursday, January 
10 and the book is 
The Lost Family by 
Jenna Blum. The 
Lost Family is a 
charming, funny, 
and elegantly 
bittersweet study of 
the repercussions 
of loss and love. 
RSVP deadline is 
January 7. The location of this discussion 
will be given upon receiving your RSVP. 

Rosh Chodesh
Join in our January Rosh Chodesh 
celebration—a new month, the new year, the 
new you!!! Have you ever wondered other 
than a pretty color, what are the benefits of 
lavender or what holistic approach can you 
do to keep a cold away? With the guidance 
and knowledge of a wellness consultant we 
will be taking a tour of the Wellness 
Department at the Green Rd. Heinen’s on 
Sunday, January 20 from 2–3:30 pm This 
is an opportunity to explore, ask questions, 
and taste to our good health. 

For more information contact Emily at 
Emilymrkg@gmail.com. Though there is no 
cost to this event but an RSVP to Dale is 
requested before Jan. 16. 

Calvary Church Dinner
Our Tikkun Olam project of providing dinner 
at Calvary Church is Wednesday, January 
23 from 4–6 pm Your help is needed to bake 
cookies, make spaghetti, serve on site or 
donate money to purchase paper products/
supplies. Let Jan know how we can count 
on you at JanetLieblich@gmail.com or 
216.297.1890.

Women’s Shabbat
Our annual Women’s Shabbat will be 
Friday, January 25. This evening involves a 
Shabbat service led by women followed by 
a delicious dinner. Call the office to make 
your paid reservation for dinner by 
Monday, January 21. (see ad on  
back page)

JCC Book Festival
Our collaboration 
with the JCC Book 
Festival, “The Next 
Chapter,” is 
Thursday, 
February 7 at  
7 pm. We will be 
hosting the 
author’s event 
with Jenna Blum 
author of The Lost 
Family (This is our 
January 10 book club book!) We are looking 
for some homemade bakers or store-bought 
bakers, hostesses and greeters to assist in 
making this evening event successful. Call 
260.414.8128 or e-mail Ellen Weber at 
elleweb1@me.com for more information. To 
attend this community event held at ST-KA, 
call Dale in the office.

Purim is Coming!
Purim is on the horizon so help us get 
Hamentashen in the oven! Let’s meet in the 
ST-KA kitchen for a night of baking and 
sisterhood. This Rosh Chodesh Adar 
celebration is on Thursday, March 7 from 
6–8 pm. Though there is no cost to this 
event, an RSVP to Dale is requested before 
March 3. Heavy appetizers will be served!!!

Our ST-KA office staff does a GREAT job 
in taking your reservations; just let them 
know what you would like to participate in by 
calling 216.991.0700. (prior to registration 
deadline please!!!)

Looking forward to you getting to know us 
and vice versa!

Susan Gordon Merdler
Kol Nashim President
STKAKolNashim@gmail.com

Greetings from Kol Nashim!

Kol Nashim The Women of 
Suburban Temple Kol Ami 

supports our Temple by providing 
opportunities to share sisterhood 
and celebrate Judaism through 
friendship, learning, and Tikkun 

Olam (“repair of the world”).
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January Programs, Events, and Meetings
Torah study meets every Saturday morning from 9:15-10:15 am. Join us in the Gries Library 
for bagels and open discussion about the Torah!

Tues., Jan. 1 ......................OFFICES ARE CLOSED

Thurs., Jan. 3 ....................5:30 pm | Tikkun Olam Committee meeting

Thurs., Jan. 10 ..................7 pm | Kol Nashim Book Club: The Lost Family by Jenna Blum

Sun., Jan. 13 .....................9 am | Our Tent (trimester three begins)

Mon., Jan. 14 ....................7 pm | Board of Trustees meeting

Sun., Jan. 20 .....................9 am | Our Tent Tikkun Olam Coffee House Showcase

Mon., Jan. 21 ....................OFFICES ARE CLOSED

Tues., Jan. 22....................5 pm | Kol Nashim Service rehearsal

Wed., Jan. 23 ....................7:30 pm | Kolot Kol Ami rehearsal

Fri., Jan. 25 ....................... 6 pm | Kol Nashim Service with guest speaker,  

Leah Weiss Caruso, followed by dinner

Sun., Jan. 27 ..................... 9 am | Our Tent 

12 pm | Faculty meeting / JESP

Wed., Jan. 30 ....................7 pm | Executive Committee meeting

Milestone Birthdays
and Anniversaries

Mazal tov to our members  
who are celebrating milestone  

birthdays in January:

Lawrence Bresler
Ellen Eisenberg
Sally Gottfried

Marjorie Grodin
Nancy Grunzweig
Lester T. Miller, Jr.

Milestone birthday listings begin  
at age 50 and every five years afterward. 
All birthdays 100 and over are listed. 

Mazal tov to our members  
who are celebrating milestone 

anniversaries in January:

Ellen and Richard Rabb (30 years)

Milestone anniversaries begin at ten years 
and continue every five years thereafter.

Remember ST-KA 
through a bequest 
or other charitable 

vehicle in your 
estate plan. 

Please contact  
Brett Shankman for 
more information.

ST-KA Technology Update

Did you know that shopping on Amazon.
com can benefit ST-KA? We have signed up 
with AmazonSmile, which donates a small 
percentage of every purchase to our 
congregation. Please visit smile.amazon.
com and choose Suburban Temple-Kol Ami 
as your preferred charity. Then, change your 
Amazon bookmark to smile.amazon.com for 
future purchases! There is no extra cost to 
you and you can use your usual amazon.
com account. Start at smile.amazon.com 
each time you shop! 

WiFi For Everyone!
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami 
has WiFi available. If you 
have a WiFi capable device 
and wish to connect, simply 

use the guest password “Temple2016.”

Our Prides and Joys
Temple members Megan and Martin 
Cohen’s daughter, Katherine (Katie) 
married Patrick Williams of Plainfield, 
Indiana on Saturday, November 10, 2018. 
The wedding took place in Naples, Florida, 
where Megan and Marty have a winter 
home.

Katie was a member of the Suburban 
Temple-Kol Ami congregation until she 
moved to Columbus.

Mazal tov to the newlyweds and their 
families!

We’d like to announce the birth of Max 
Harry Verbosky (7 lbs 14 oz and 20 1/4" 
long), born at 8:56 pm on November 4. Little 
Max’s parents are Temple Members Amy 
and Jordan Verbofsky and his big sister is 
Julie Verbofsky.

MAZAL TOV to the entire family!



Shabbat Acknowledgments
We are grateful to the following people 
who helped make our November 
worship services a beautiful experience.

Shabbat Blessings: Nancy Huntsman 
and Barb Margolis, Janice Katz,  
Susan Gordon Merdler and Lyle Merdler, 
Sandy Rubenstein

Torah Blessings: Vintage Steering 
Committee members

5th Grade Shabbat Service 
Participants: Celia Pentecost,  
Mackenzie Ryan, Parker Jacob Ryan

Vintage Shabbat Service 
Participants: Mickey Friedman,  
Susan Hirsch, Rene Klein,  
Flossy Mitchell, Rita Orpett

Kolot Kol Ami: Jack Bialosky, Nancy 
Huntsman, Janice Katz, Dennis Lehman, 
Nancy Perillo, Natalie Skall

Announcements: Matt Lehman,  
Susan Gordon Merdler, Dorothea Polster, 
Dan Richards

Guest Musician: Deb Rogers

Ushers: Emily and Jim Gusky,  
Lesly Kohner, Debra Light, Flossy and 
Dennis Mitchell, Kärstin Olofsson

Bimah Flowers and  
Oneg Shabbat Sponsors
On November 2, bimah flowers were 
gifts from Shelly and Tom Galvin in 
loving memory of Julian B. Galvin, MD

On November 2, bimah flowers were 
gifts from Loree and Alan Resnik in 
loving memory of Eva Resnik

On November 9, bimah flowers were 
gifts from Jane and Danny Laibstain, 
Marcia and Andrew Margolius, and 
Barbara and Richard Margolius in 
loving memory of Phyllis Margolius

On November 16, bimah flowers were 
gifts from Jane and Danny Laibstain, 
Marcia and Andrew Margolius, and 
Barbara and Richard Margolius in 
loving memory of David L. Margolius

On November 16, bimah flowers were 
gifts from Maxine Singer and Peter 
Hochberg in loving memory of Helen 
Leight Duke

On November 23, bimah flowers were 
gifts from Harry Lehman in honor of  
H. Jacques Lehman
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Bimah Flower Fund
In loving memory of
 Helen Leight Duke
  Maxine Singer and Peter Hochberg
 Julian B. Galvin, MD
  Shelly and Tom Galvin
 H. Jacques Lehman
  Harry Lehman
 Eva Resnik
  Loree and Alan Resnik

Operating Fund
Lori and Joe Bacik
Annie and Kevin Becker
Anne and Peter Mitro

In loving memory of 
 Calvin Siegal
  Ellen and Ed Weber
  Jane and Paul Wexler

Our Tent
Jan Lieblich

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In loving memory of 
 Phyllis and David Margolius
   Jane Margolius Laibstain and Daniel 

Laibstain

Rabbi Bram Camp and Israel Fund
In loving memory of 
 Larry Simon
  Noreen Bertman

Rosh Hashanah Reception
Karen and Sandy Shapiro

Stashower Family Garden Fund
In loving memory of 
 Ted Preston
 Calvin Siegal
  Sara Stashower and Mark Heller

We Gratefully Acknowledge the Following 
Contributions
Please consider making a contribution to Suburban Temple-Kol Ami to celebrate a special 
occasion, express gratitude or sympathy, or honor important accomplishments. A current list 
of Temple funds is available from the Temple office. Donations may be made online at  
www.suburbantemple.org. Donations listed below were received between November 1 and 
November 30, 2018. Please let us know of any errors or omissions.

Robert D. Gries named as 
one of four local leaders for 
Cleveland Heritage Medal 
recipient

Temple member 
Robert D. Gries 
(President & Trustee, 
Gries Family 
Foundation) received 
the Cleveland 
Heritage Medal at a 
presentation luncheon 
on November 15 at 

Cleveland City Hall Grand Hall Rotunda.
The Cleveland Heritage Medal was 

established in 2016 as the highest civilian 
award in Greater Cleveland. Modeled after 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the 

honor recognizes those who have made 
meritorious contributions to the welfare 
and development of Cleveland and its 
citizens and who, as role models, 
represent the core values of service to 
others, teamwork, courage, respect, and 
inclusion and diversity.

This year’s other honorees include Toby 
Cosgrove, Executive Advisor and former 
CEO & President, Cleveland Clinic; Steven 
A. Minter, Executive-in-Residence, 
Cleveland State University; Retired 
President and Executive Director, Cleveland 
Foundation; Jerry Sue Thornton, PhD, 
President & CEO, DreamCatcher 
Educational Consulting; President 
Emeritus, Cuyahoga Community College.

Mazal tov to Bob for being selected for 
this wonderful honor!

ST-KA members: The spotlight’s on you! 
We’d love to highlight your accomplish-
ments, honors, and accolades in the  
monthly Bulletin and in the Temple Times. 
Send submissions to dhopkins@ 
suburbantemple.org.

Suburban 
Spotlight
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@rabbivann

kol nashim women’s shabbat
UpStanding at Sinai: Understanding 
#MeToo, and Our Obligation to Hear 
and Act  Friday, January 25 | 6 pm

guest speaker: leah weiss caruso
director, jfsa’s KNOW ABUSE program

Dinner to follow services. $20 per person. Please RSVP  
by NOON on Monday, January 21 to Dale Hopkins at 

216.991.0700 or dhopkins@suburbantemple.org.

Leah Weiss Caruso is the director of the Jewish Family Services 
Association of Cleveland’s KNOW ABUSE™ prevention education 

program. KNOW ABUSE™ educates 2000+ teens every year about dating 
abuse, sexual assault, and intimate partner violence, having healthy 

relationships, and how to safely help themselves and their friends. 


