September 2017

September Shabbat and
Worship Calendar
Friday, September 1 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service with Torah
reading
Friday, September 8 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Friday, September 15 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Friday, September 22 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Getting to Know You!

F

or the past couple of years, Charlie and I have enjoyed a Playhouse
Square Broadway subscription. This past year’s production of The
King and I was a trip down memory lane for me. It was one of my
favorite movies, and I have wonderful memories (attempting) to sing
along to the record at home.
As a child, the swish and sway of Anna’s dresses, the King of Siam’s
dialect, and the gorgeous costuming of the children and wives were
mesmerizing. Upon reflection, I was taken with Anna’s strength,
seeming fearlessness, and persistence. The King’s absurd character highlighted his
stubbornness, which failed at concealing his soft heart and his desire to understand the
world. It all captured my heart.
Months now after the performance, I still find myself humming, “Getting to Know You,”
sung by Anna:
It’s a very ancient saying
But a true and honest thought
That if you become a teacher
By your pupils you’ll be taught
As a teacher I’ve been learning—
You’ll forgive me if I boast—
And I’ve now become an expert
On the subject I like most

Mishkan HaNefesh is here!
The new Machzor (High Holy Day Prayer
book) has arrived! We are so excited to
be switching to these beautiful volumes of
prayer. To help you navigate the new
Machzor, we will be teaching throughout
the holy days.
If you’ve donated a set, thank you! The
congregation has been very generous. If
you’d like to donate a set in memory of,
or in honor of a loved one, we are still
accepting donations.
Please remember: you do not need
to bring a prayer book with you
during the High Holy Days! Books will
be provided as you enter the
Sanctuary for each service.
If you purchased a copy for your own
personal use, feel free to bring it with you.
Please note the gold colored volume is
for Rosh Hashanah and the silver colored
volume is for Yom Kippur.

Getting to know you,
getting to know all about you
Getting to like you,
getting to hope you like me
Getting to know you, putting it my way
But nicely
You are precisely
My cup of tea…

This song is used as a refrain throughout the show, first to introduce Anna to her students,
and then to celebrate the learning they have achieved.
The song is as catchy as it is true. Teachers have expertise to share. Without a doubt, we
are richer and wiser because of our students.
As I begin my seventh High Holy Days here, I am still “getting to know you.” I am, without
a doubt, learning from you every day. I am so grateful for what we have shared—thank you. I
know we have so much more “getting to know each other” to do. I want to get to know each
of you better—perhaps over a cup of tea (or coffee!).
This song is also about learning. It recognizes that education is about more than
learning—it’s about the meaningful relationships that are created between the learner and
teacher. Perhaps the show stuck with me because it was sharing this Talmud text: “Make
yourself a teacher; acquire a friend; and judge every person favorably.” Rabbi Shana, the
Lifelong Learning Committee and I gave much thought to this idea as we created Our Tent,
our new learning program. The joy we find from getting to know each other makes the
learning more interesting, deeper, and more powerful.
As we launch Our Tent, our new learning program, on September 10, please consider
registering for a learning session or two—I know you’ll find beauty in the learning as well as
in the new relationships that are created.
As we move into 5778, I’m humbled and grateful to be your Rabbi, and I’m looking
forward to “getting to know you” this year, over a cup of tea or coffee and during Our Tent
sessions.
Rabbi Allison Vann
avann@suburbantemple.org

From our President:

A Year of Transition

I

t’s hard to believe, but I
have moved into the
third (and final) year of
my presidency of
Suburban Temple-Kol
Ami. For me, it will be a
year of transition working
with Temple leadership,
both on and off the board, as I get ready
to pass along the gavel. There are some
major transitions for the congregation
as well.
First, welcome to Mishkan HaNefesh,
our new machzor! Approved by the
board of trustees in 2016, Mishkan
HaNefesh is a fresh read of our High
Holy Day liturgy. It is accessible to
everyone, as every traditional prayer and
song is fully transliterated. In keeping
with the Suburban Temple-Kol Ami
tradition of being a leader of the “new” in
our community, we are only the second
congregation in Cleveland to adopt this
two volume prayer book.
Second, the Temple has moved to our
new education model, Our Tent, which
replaces religious school and enhances
adult education as we have traditionally
know it. If you haven’t already, please
take a look on line at what Our Tent has
to offer, and join us! With the temple’s
new office management software
(another transition!), you can even
register on-line.
While transition can be hard,
embracing it can be exciting as well. The
Temple committees, board and senior
staff have worked hard at honoring the
past history of our congregation even as
we surge forward with new projects.
Next year, ST-KA will be 70 years young
and we’ve begun planning for a major
celebration of our 75th, just a few years
down the road.
ST-KA is our congregation. Get
involved. Let us know what you need. I
look forward to seeing each of you
during the High Holy Days later this
month.
Kim Rosner, President
president@suburbantemple.org
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From Brett’s Desk:

It’s Time!

I

t’s time. September
2017 is here. My first
born is off to college.
Thanks to all of you
who have given me
words of wisdom for
handling the change. I
know she’s having a
great time and that Marcy and I are fortunate
to have raised a wonderful young woman.
Did I mention it’s time? September 2017?
The summer is almost over. A new school
year has begun. Here at ST-KA, we are
moving at 100 MPH while juggling torches.
So much is going on and it’s ALL good. I
want to highlight some of what’s happening
as we enter the holiest time of the year:
Our Tent! Our Tent: Innovative Jewish
Learning for Everyone begins on September
10th! We couldn’t be more excited about the
transformation of our educational program.
Mazel tov to Rabbi Shana, the Lifelong
Learning committee, and everyone who has
and will join us on this journey.
Mishkan HaNefesh! A new High Holy Day
Machzor (Prayerbook). I am confident that
we will embrace this beautiful new
prayerbook with energy and open arms. I
look forward to praying together with you as
we welcome Mishkan HaNefesh into our holy
community. Thank you to our lead donors
and everyone who contributed to making the
purchase of the new prayerbooks possible.

ShulCloud! Our new member
management software and web portal. Many
of you have logged in, registered for Our
Tent, paid a bill or made a donation already.
We appreciate all of the feedback – positive
and occasionally challenging – which help
us continue to improve your experience with
the new system.
Finally, our staff team. In July, John
Farragher joined our team as our new
maintenance supervisor. John has quickly
become part of the ST-KA family, getting to
know congregants, learning the building,
and taking on projects to make our physical
space look and feel as good as possible as
we enter the High Holy Days. After much
change, I’m very excited to say that I feel
very good about our staff team and the work
we are doing on a daily basis to make ST-KA
the best congregation it can be.
Finally, our tradition requires that we ask
for forgiveness from anyone whom we
intentionally or unintentionally harmed,
wronged, or spoke ill of over the past year. I
will have the opportunity to ask for
forgiveness from some of you face to face,
but for many of you, my note in this bulletin
will have to suffice. I humbly ask your
forgiveness.
L’shana tova tikatevu and may you be
inscribed in the book of life,

A Quick Summary of the
High Holy Days

Did you know that after Yom Kippur—
there is more?
Five days after Yom Kippur begins Sukkot,
our fall harvest festival. The word Sukkot
means huts. We build small huts, at our
homes and at the synagogue, with three
sides and a roof of natural material, through
which we can see the sky. In this way, we
remember the Israelites, who built temporary
dwellings during their journey through the
desert. During this festival we give thanks for
all that we have in our lives.
And on the seventh and last evening of
Sukkot, we end the High Holy Days with a
wonderful celebration: Simchat Torah!
Simcha means rejoicing. We rejoice that we
have the gift of Jewish learning through our
Torah! This service is celebrated with dancing
and joy for all!

The High Holy Days are coming! Rosh
Hashanah, which is the Jewish New Year, is
a time of personal self-assessment. As we
welcome the year 5778, we strive to make
amends and resolve to do better in the
future. We join together in synagogue, in
somber reflection, as we make teshuvah—
repentance.
Ten days after Rosh Hashanah we gather
again in synagogue—many for the entire
day--for Yom Kippur, or the Day of
Atonement. This fasting holy day is the
holiest day of the year, during which we ask
forgiveness for our errors for the past year.
We look for opportunities to apologize and
ask God for forgiveness and a fresh start.

Brett Shankman,
Executive Director
bshankman@suburbantemple.org

Flaps Open September 10, 2017

Join us for Opening Day of our new program!
Haven’t registered? Come try us out!
Start the morning with FREE bagels, coffee and socializing
There will be shortened versions of our FIRST Trimester Classes
Like what you experience? If you are not signed up already,
you can sign-up that morning (for any class with spaces remaining)
Registration for SECOND Trimester will also be open.
Join us on September 10 for an incredible celebration including lunch, tie-dyeing,
and a special treat. Check your mailboxes for a surprise!
Please RSVP to Robin Smith by emailing rsmith@suburbantemple.org
or by calling the Temple office at 216.991.0700.

Don’t miss your chance to be part of something amazing!
Look for Our Tent registration announcements soon in
Temple Times and directed e-mails.
Selichot – Saturday, September 16
7pm | Movie and Service
Selichot literally means “forgiveness.” Observed the Saturday evening before Rosh Hashanah, this
experience is the official beginning to the High Holy Days. As you enjoy dessert and snacks, this
year we will watch the Golden Globe and Oscar winning film Inside Out. We are all guided by our
feelings and this movie poignantly explores emotional conflict. The film will be followed by a
discussion co-led by Rabbis Shana Nyer and Allison Vann, followed by a short service. The
highlight of this service is the changing of the Torah covers to High Holy Day white.
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Our Temple Family
On Sunday, August 6,
Vintage Suburban hosted
the annual Adult Summer
Picnic. Charlie Vann
grilled hamburgers and
hot dogs, and the
attendees brought sides
and deserts to share.

Many thanks to those who helped to organize and to those who
attended the Men’s Club Summer Event at Progressive Field
on July 23. It was a beautiful day and we witnessed the Tribe
sweep the series against the Toronto Blue Jays!
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September Programs, Events, and Meetings
Torah study meets every Saturday morning from 9:15-10:15 am. Join Rabbi Vann in the
Gries Library for bagels and open discussion about the Torah. See back cover for High
Holy Day schedule.
Mon., Sept. 4................TEMPLE OFFICE CLOSED (Labor Day)
Wed., Sept. 6................7 pm | Finance Committee Meeting
Sun., Sept. 10...............9:30 am | Opening Day of OUR TENT
Mon., Sept. 11..............7 pm | Board of Trustees meeting
Wed., Sept. 13..............7:30 pm | Membership Committee Meeting

Greetings from Kol Nashim!

T

he High Holy Days are a time of
reflection, a time to take a look in the
mirror at the things that we need to improve
upon and also acknowledge the things we
do well. Throughout this year Kol Nashim will
have various programs and events to
enhance the lives of others and enrich our
own lives. There are many opportunities for
you to be involved be it via participating in a
book discussion or religious service,

partaking in Tikkun Olam, discovering your
creativity, sharing your thoughts in a learning
session or supporting Our Tent. Be on the
lookout for upcoming information regarding
membership and calendar of events.
Without a doubt through your connection
with Kol Nashim the reflection you see for
5778 will shine with an even bigger smile.
Happy & Healthy New Year,
Susan Gordon Merdler
Kol Nashim President
STKAKolNashim@gmail.com

Milestone Birthdays
and Anniversaries
Mazal tov to our members who
are celebrating milestone
birthdays in September:
Neil Bloomberg
Mickey Katz
Carol Killian
Stuart Phillips
Marc Simon
Mazal tov to our members who
are celebrating a milestone
anniversary in September:
Kelly & Christopher Couch – 15 years
Laura & Thomas Barnard – 30 years
Kathy & Peter Klein – 40 years
Milestone birthday listings begin at age 50
and every five years afterward.
All birthdays 100 and over are listed.
Milestone anniversaries begin at ten years
and continue every five years thereafter.

ST-KA Technology Update
ST-KA Joins AmazonSmile

Summer Calvary Church Supper
Did you know that shopping on Amazon.
com can benefit ST-KA? We have signed
up with AmazonSmile, which donates a
small percentage of every purchase to our
congregation. Please visit smile.amazon.
com and choose Suburban Temple-Kol
Ami as your preferred charity. Then,
change your Amazon bookmark to smile.
amazon.com for future purchases! There
is no extra cost to you and you can use
your usual amazon.com account. Start at
smile.amazon.com each time you shop!

We’d like to give a huge shout
out to the folks who volunteered
to cook and serve for the
Calvary Church Spaghetti
Supper. None of this would
have been possible without your
generosity and kindness.

Live Streaming Service Information
Don’t forget, you can watch Kabbalat
Shabbat services live (or recorded)
on our website. Please visit
www.suburbantemple.org and click
on the live stream menu at the top.
WiFi For Everyone!
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami has WiFi
available to all of our guests. If you have a
WiFi capable device and wish to connect,
simply use the guest password
“Temple2016.”
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Shabbat Acknowledgments
We are grateful to the following people
who helped make our June and July
worship services a beautiful experience.
Guest Service Leader: Lori Rosenberg
Guest Sermon: Sara Stashower
Blessings: Noreen Bertman, Ronni and
Jack Bialosky, Emily and Jim Gusky,
Debra Light and Bruce Sherman, Flossy
Mitchell, Karen and Sandy Shapiro, Jerry
and Linda Shuck
Torah Blessings: Michelle Brown, Lori
Rosenberg
Men’s Club Shabbat: Rand Curtiss,
Gary Dinner, Stephen Langel, Dennis
Lehman, Marvin Lewis, Brett Shankman,
Bruce Sherman, Jerry Shuck, Charlie
Vann
Announcements: Dennis Lehman, Kim
Rosner, Bruce Sherman
Ushers: Noreen Bertman, Al Jaffe, Rene
Klein, Jan Lieblich, Susan and Lyle
Merdler, Flossy and Dennis Mitchell,
Natalie and Richard Skall

Bimah Flowers and
Oneg Shabbat Sponsors
On June 23, bimah flowers were gifts
from Chuck and Joanne Frankel and
Family in loving memory of Kurt
Frankel
On July 14, bimah flowers were gifts
from Lori Rosenberg in loving
remembrance of Elise Rosenberg’s
birthday
On July 21, bimah flowers were gifts
from The Margolius Family in loving
memory of Philip Weiss
On July 21, bimah flowers were gifts
from Leslie Resnik in loving memory of
Evelyn K. and Richard L. Royce

We Gratefully Acknowledge
the Following Contributions
Please consider making a contribution to Suburban Temple-Kol Ami to celebrate a special
occasion, express gratitude or sympathy, or honor important accomplishments.
A current list of Temple funds is available from the Temple office. Donations may be
made online at www.suburbantemple.org. Donations listed below were received between
June 1 and July 31, 2017. Please let us know of any errors or omissions
Bimah Flower Fund
In loving memory of
Kurt Frankel
		 Chuck and Joanne Frankel and Family
Evelyn K. and Richard L. Royce
		Leslie Resnik
In loving remembrance of her birthday
Elise Rosenberg
		Lori Rosenberg
General Operating Fund
In celebration of her birthday
Judy Cohen
		Kay and Michael Shore
In honor of her officiating their wedding
Rabbi Shana Nyer
		Maggie McKnight and George Shiekh

Suburban
Spotlight

We Are The
Champions!
Temple members
Ronni and Jack
Bialosky were in
Finland in July
and watched
Team Israel win
the 2017
European Box
Lacrosse Championship. Their son, Danny
Bialosky is a member of the team and
helped them win all six of their games,
ultimately beating the Czech Republic, to
bring home the gold medal. Mazal tov to
Danny and his proud parents!

In Memoriam
Dear Congregant
Ernest Perlmuter
Dear Relative
Sarah Evans
Natalie Forman
Sokim Lie
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In loving memory of
Roxanne Farver
		 Susan and Bruce Long
		 Lorri and Frank Longo
		Rita Orpett
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In loving memory of
Dr. Norman Goldston
		 Skylight Financial Group
In appreciation of
Rabbi Allison Vann
		Cheryl Passov

Our Prides
and Joys
Mazal tov to Ellen
and Fred Widen
on the birth of their
grandson, Ari
Widen Dunsmoor.
Ari’s parents are
Elizabeth and
Joseph Dunsmoor,
Jr. Ari came into
the world on May
24 in Austin, TX
and we wish the little guy much love as he
begins his adventure.
ST-KA members: The spotlight’s on
you! We’d love to highlight your
accomplishments, honors, and accolades
in the monthly Bulletin and in the
Temple Times. Send submissions to
dhopkins@suburbantemple.org.

Keep In Touch With Us!
Please let us know when you, or someone you know, is hospitalized, ill, or bereaved, or
would just enjoy a call from the rabbi or a member of the Caring Community. We also love
hearing good news, such as a birth or other simcha! In order to better serve the
congregation, please share this information with Rabbi Vann by calling the office at
216.991.0700, or by emailing Rabbi Vann directly at avann@suburbantemple.org.
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STAFF

Allison Vann, Rabbi
Eric J. Bram, D.D., Rabbi Emeritus, z”l
Michael A. Oppenheimer, D.D., Rabbi Emeritus
Myron Silverman, D.D., Rabbi Emeritus, z”l
Brett Shankman, Executive Director
Rabbi Shoshana Nyer, Director of Lifelong Learning

O F F I C E RS

Kimberly Rosner, President
Matt Lehman, Vice-President
Ronni Bialosky, Vice-President
Jonathan Litt, Secretary
Michelle S. Brown, Treasurer
Sara E. Stashower, Immediate Past President

Follow us on social media:
www.facebook.com/
suburbantemple.org
@rabbivann

High Holy Day Worship Schedule 2017/5778
SELICHOT

EREV YOM KIPPUR

Saturday, September 16
7 pm............. Movie and Discussion, Service, and
Changing of the Torah Covers

Friday, September 29
8 pm............. Kol Nidre / Evening Service: Sermon “Broken”

EREV ROSH HASHANAH
Wednesday, September 20
8 pm............. Evening Service: Sermon “It’s Not (only)
About Love”

ROSH HASHANAH
Thursday, September 21
9 am............. Come Grow With Me Service
For very young children
10 am........... Morning Service: Sermon “Lifted Up?”
2 pm............. Children’s Service
For grade school children
3:30 pm........ Tashlich Ceremony
at Shaker Lakes

YOM KIPPUR
Saturday, September 30
9 am............. Come Grow With Me Service
For very young children
10 am........... Morning Service: Sermon “What Happens
On The 8th Day?”
12:30 pm...... Our Jewish Journeys:
A Yom Kippur Symposium
2 pm............. Children’s Service
For grade school children
4 pm............. Afternoon, Memorial (Yizkor): Sermon “Rekindling
Memory,” and Concluding Service (Ne’ilah)

SUKKOT
Wednesday, October 4
Begins at Sundown

