
July/August 2017

July/August Shabbat and  
Worship Calendar

July
Friday, July 7 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service with  
Torah reading

Friday, July 14 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Friday, July 21 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Friday, July 28 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service

August
Friday, August 4 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service with  
Torah reading

Friday, August 11 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Friday, August 18 | 6 pm
Shabbat Under the Stars 

Friday, August 25 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Come Grow With Me! Shabbat  
with Rabbi Shana

Saturday, August 26 | 10:30 am
Bar Mitzvah: Carson Siegel

Mazal Tov!
The congregation is 
invited to celebrate 
together during 
Shabbat services on 
Saturday, August 26,  
at 10:30 am. Carson 

Siegel, the son of Cathi Siegel and 
Jonathan Siegel, will become a  
Bar Mitzvah.

New Reform High Holy Day Prayer Book 
A year ago, the Board 
of Trustees of 
Suburban Temple-Kol 
Ami unanimously 
adopted a new 
machzor, High Holy 
Day prayer book, for 
this coming Rosh 

Hashanah and Yom Kippur. The two- 
volume set, called Mishkan HaNefesh, 
Sanctuary of the Soul, is now available 
for dedication. The form for dedication 
is found on the back of the Bulletin, or you can dedicate a set by going to our  
website (www.suburbantemple.org).

This new liturgy offers meaningful expression for everyone. These two volumes create  
liturgy that is accessible, as every prayer and song is fully transliterated. Whether a regular 
service attendee, one who is moved by the grandeur of the High Holy Day experience, or 
one exploring Jewish spirituality and practice, Mishkan HaNefesh has appeal for us all. It 
captures the drama of the High Holy Day spirit, while offering readings to provide solace for 
those who need. There are essays for study and contemplation; poems and art throughout, 
and yet the classical and traditional voices of our favorite prayers are still present.

The new High Holy Day prayer book is only the third in the history of American Reform 
Judaism, which, as reported by the Washington Post, “Came from Europe in the late 1800s 
as a then-groundbreaking, more universalist, egalitarian and liberal movement of the faith. 
The second was in 1975.” With thirty-five percent of U.S. Jews today considering themselves 
Reform, by far the largest denomination, this is, indeed, a necessary innovation, and we will 
be the second congregation in Cleveland to pray with this machzor.

We are eager to begin praying with Mishkan Hanefesh. We believe that this move will 
enrich our High Holy Day services. 

Rabbi Allison Vann
avann@suburbantemple.org

Preparing for the High Holy Days
Want to learn more about Mishkan HaNefesh? Join Rabbi Vann and Cantor Dave Malecki, 
Director of Music on August 16 at 7pm to familiarize yourself with our new High Holy Day 

prayer books. This informal session will explore and connect us to these volumes. 

THE HIGH HOLY DAYS ARE COMING, SO SAVE THESE DATES:
Rosh Hashanah Eve | September 20

Rosh Hashanah | September 21
Kol Nidre | September 29

Yom Kippur | September 30



Thank you! We are entering the third year 
of Open Doors, our membership 

program that allows you to set your 
membership commitment. In June, you 
received notice of the updated sustaining 
gift amount for 2017–18 of $2,497. As a 
reminder, if every family made a gift of this 
amount, we would cover our budgeted 
expenses for the year. 

However, Open Doors allows for each 
family (we define a family as a single street 
address), to determine the appropriate gift for 
themselves. Your gift can be the sustaining 
amount, more than, or less than … our only 

requirement is that you make a gift. If you 
haven’t made your commitment online 
through the ShulCloud portal, by returning the 
commitment form, or by calling the office, 
please do so as soon as possible. 

Once again this year, we will not be 
sending High Holy Day tickets to those 
without commitments. Thank you for helping 
make the process run smoothly by quickly 
responding.

All concerns about Open Doors may be 
addressed to Brett Shankman, executive 
director, at 216.991.0700 or bshankman@
suburbantemple.org.

Open Doors Membership Update
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From Brett’s Desk:

Please forgive me for a 
bit of personal 

indulgence here, but I’m 
writing this article just a 
few days after watching 
my first-born child, 
Rebecca, graduate from 
Shaker Heights High 

School. By the time this Bulletin is ready 
for the recycling bin, she will be off to the 
University of Maryland and together with 
my wife, we’ll be figuring out how to have 
only one child in the house. (Does anyone 
feel badly for Josh?)

I’m thinking about the graduation 
because I was taken by the words of one 
of the graduation speakers. Andrew Roth, 
class president, and the son of ST-KA 
members Steve and Joy, gave a 
wonderful presentation to the class. 
Andrew spoke of moments in time and 
how we tend to look back (at history) and 
at a time like the graduation, we 
encourage the students to look forward. 
Andrew cautioned us to also pay  
attention to the moment that we are in. 

What words of wisdom from someone 
so young. Sorry, Andrew! If I can take 
Andrew’s admonition and apply it to 
ST-KA, I’d ask each of you to recognize the 
moment that we are in. ST-KA is a kehillah 
kedoshah (a holy community), a place of 
spiritual engagement, a community of 
learning, and so much more. 

Are you paying attention to the  
NOW at ST-KA? We will always look 
forward and look back. We will celebrate 
accomplishments and plan to address new 
challenges. But we shouldn’t miss the 
opportunities to “stop and smell the roses.” 

Our NOW includes a rapidly 
approaching 70th anniversary, adoption 
of Mishkan HaNefesh (which Rabbi Vann 
wrote about), the launch of Our Tent, 
programming from Kol Nashim, Vintage, 
Men’s Club, and more. We have a new 
website, new member management 
software that makes your online 
relationship with the congregation 
easier…and more. 

Our NOW also includes preparing for 
the High Holidays. They will be here 
before you know it. I look forward to being 
present NOW with all of you.

B’shalom,
Brett Shankman, 
Executive Director
bshankman@suburbantemple.org

Music News
We are pleased to announce 
the hiring of Cantor David 
Malecki as our new 
Director of Music. Cantor 
Dave has been part of the 
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami 
religious school program for 
the last year and has already 
gotten to know many in the 
congregation. Cantor Dave’s 
first service as Director of 
Music was Friday, June 9.

Cantor Dave was born and raised in 
London, Ontario, Canada, and was ordained 
cantor at Hebrew Union College – Jewish 
Institute of Religion in New York, NY in 2016. 
He also earned his Master of Sacred Music 
there in 2014.

Cantor Dave is delighted to be joining the 
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami family as Director 
of Music, where he will provide musical 
leadership at Shabbat and Holiday worship 

services, direct the volunteer 
and professional choirs, and 
teach various classes in Our 
Tent. During his time at 
HUC-JIR, Cantor Dave 
served as cantorial intern at 
Temple Beth El in South 
Bend, IN and Temple Beth 
Israel in York, PA as well as 
educational intern at 
Brooklyn Heights 
Synagogue in Brooklyn, NY.

He moved to Jerusalem to 
begin his cantorial studies, then lived in 
Brooklyn, NY for five years, and now is very 
happy to call Cleveland home. In his free 
time, Cantor Dave enjoys cooking, hiking, 
astronomy, and curling (he is Canadian after 
all). This summer will mark his 16th year 
attending the North American Jewish Choral 
Festival in the Catskills.

Please join us as we welcome Cantor Dave 
to our Suburban Temple-Kol Ami family.

Save the Date for

SHABBAT UNDER THE STARS!
Join ST-KA for a stellar KABBALAT SHABBAT

Friday, August 18 | 6pm

A casual dinner will follow services
Watch your mailbox for an invitation with details



A New Way To Connect!
Hopefully, you received an email in 
June which introduced you to 
ShulCloud, our new membership 
management software. We have 
recently converted to a new system 
which is cloud-based and much more 
responsive. There are many benefits to 
the new ShulCloud platform including 
easy integration with our updated 
website.

You will be able to register for events, 
for Our Tent, make membership 
payments, charitable gifts, and more. 
You are also able login and update your 
family demographics – change email 
addresses, phone numbers, etc.

Dale, Robin, and Brett are available to 
any member who needs a brief tutorial in 
using the new site. As with all transitions, 
there’s bound to be something 
challenging. If you find it, please let us 
know and we will address it as soon as 
possible!

ST-KA Technology Update
ST-KA Joins AmazonSmile

Did you know that shopping on Amazon.
com can benefit ST-KA? We have signed 
up with AmazonSmile, which donates a 
small percentage of every purchase to 
our congregation. Please visit smile.
amazon.com and choose Suburban 
Temple-Kol Ami as your preferred charity. 
There is no extra cost to you and you 
can use your usual amazon.com 
account.  Start at smile.amazon.com 
each time you shop! 

Live Streaming Service Information
Don’t forget, you can watch Kabbalat 
Shabbat services live (or recorded)  
on our website. Please visit  
www.suburbantemple.org and click  
on the live stream menu at the top.

WiFi For Everyone!
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami has WiFi 
available to all of our guests. If you have 
a WiFi capable device and wish to  
connect, simply use the guest password 
“Temple2016.”
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Our Tent Opens September 10, 2017
Registration is Open!

When: Sundays 9:00 am-12:00 pm

Who: All of us, youngest to oldest

Schedule: 
9:00-9:20 – The Café 
The Café is our community time. This unstructured time of the day is 
important—it’s when we begin to meet our goals of gathering together 
and fostering relationships. Bagels, coffee and juice will be sold to 
benefit our youth group! 

The Lounge 
Our 6-12th graders have their own space for community time. Enjoying 
special activities with our youth advisors and Rabbi Vann, they, too, will 
begin to meet the goals of gathering together and fostering relationships. 

9:25-10:20 – Learning Session I
Whether studying text, learning history, singing, cooking, engaging in 
social action, or more, during our learning sessions our learners will 
find personal meaning, make Judaism relevant to their daily lives,  
grow a stronger Jewish identity, create lasting memories, and become 
lifelong learners. With classes chosen by you, our learning sessions  
will build community and foster relationships.

10:25-11:00 – T’filah (Services)
Like the rest of our program, our t’filah experience will be creative,  
innovative and experiential. It will help not only connect us to our ST-KA 
community, but to the larger Jewish community though our common 
prayers and the Hebrew language.

11:05-12:00 – Learning Session II 
This session, like Learning Session I, provides several different courses 
and experiences for all ages.

Some of our First Trimester learning session include: PG13 Bible 
Stories, The Jewish Values of Bob Dylan, Jewish Yoga, A book club for 
kids and adults, Jewish Values through Improv, Lego My Holidays, 
Israeli Dancing and more!

For a full list of classes and to register please visit our website 
at www.suburbantemple.org. For Kindergarten-12th grade  
learners take advantage of our early bird discount through  
July 31 and receive a $25 discount per learner!!
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Greetings from Kol Nashim!

Hello from Kol Nashim: The Women 
of Suburban Temple! Our past year 

was a plethora of activities from the 
Chanukah Dinner, Women’s Service, 
Rosh Chodesh candle making to our 
Women’s Seder, book discussions, 
author’s event and most recently our 
spring tea. Many thanks to the 
chairpersons, the committee members 
and the participants who made this 
year what it was. 

As the newly minted president I look 
to you for your involvement as a 
continuing member or as a new 
member. The summer is a great time 
to think of the opportunities that can 
blossom in the months ahead with 
your participation.

The Women of Suburban Temple-Kol 
Ami supports our Temple by providing 
opportunities to share sisterhood and 
celebrate Judaism through friendship, 
learning, and Tikkun Olam (“repair of 
the world”).

Be on the look-out for more 
information regarding membership and 
upcoming programs in future Bulletins.

Enjoy the rest of summer,

Susan Gordon Merdler
Kol Nashim President
STKAKolNashim@gmail.com

Keep In Touch With Us!
Please let us know when you, or 
someone you know, is hospitalized, ill, or 
bereaved, or would just enjoy a call from 
the rabbi or a member of the Caring 
Community. We also love hearing good 
news, such as a birth or other simcha! In 
order to better serve the congregation, 
please share this information with  
Rabbi Vann by calling the office at 
216.991.0700, or by emailing  
Rabbi Vann directly at  
avann@suburbantemple.org.

Men’s Club Summer Outing  
At Progressive Field! 

Sunday, July 23  
First Pitch Is At 1:05 pm
The Men’s Club’s Summer Outing at 
Progressive Field will be held on Sunday,  
July 23 and the first pitch is at 1:05 pm. We are 
still working on details about a possible pre-game 
get-together, so please keep your tuned to the 
Temple Times for updates. In the meantime,  
please RSVP with the number of tickets you’d like 
to purchase by calling the office at 216.991.0700 or 
by e-mailing dhopkins@suburbantemple.org. 
Tickets are $20 each and we will be distributing 
them via TICKETS.COM closer to the date of the 
game. If you don’t already have an account, please 
make sure to set one up in-advance of  
ticket distribution. 

Come out and show your hometown and Temple 
spirit with us. We hope to see you there!

Come Grow with Me Shabbat
Join us on August 25 at 6:00 pm for a brief, interactive, and 
fun Shabbat service, featuring lively music and a story by 

Rabbi Shana. The service is followed by Shabbat dinner for 
families with very young children (0-9 years old). This program 

is free and open to the community so invite your friends with 
Jewish kids!  Please RSVP by emailing Robin Smith at  
lifelonglearning@suburbantemple.org or calling the Temple  
at 216.991.0700.

Annual Summer Picnic for all adult members of ST-KA!
Sunday, August 6  |   5–7 pm

We provide the main dish and ask you to share a side dish, 
salad or dessert. Cost: $8/member, $10/guest.

Please RSVP to dhopkins@suburbantemple.org  
or by calling the Temple at 216.991.0700.

Hosted by Vintage Suburban

Save the Date!  
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Milestone Birthdays
and Anniversaries

Mazal tov to our members who  
are celebrating milestone  

birthdays in July and August:

July
Lynn Heiman
Jerome Iwler
Howard Kline
Marcia Levine
Larry Sears

August
Heidi Cofsky
Lewis Barr
Larry Ellick

Lynn-Ann Gries
Peter Jacobson

Mickey Katz
Anthony Post
Dan Richards

Harvey Scholnick
Ellen Weber

Betsy Williger

Lucille Heflich 
We are pleased to announce that  
Lucille Heflich celebrated her  

103rd birthday on June 10. We wish  
her Mazal Tov and many more years of  
good health and celebrations to come!

Mazal tov to our members who  
are celebrating a milestone  

anniversary in July and August:

July
Tom & Joann Adler – 55 years

Stephen Langel & Rabbi Shana Nyer  
– 10 years

Dennis & Ginny Lehman – 30 years
Anthony & Marjorie Post – 35 years

Fred & Ellen Widen – 10 years

August
Jack, Jr. & Ronni Bialosky – 40 years

David & Valerie Cooper – 40 years
Robert Needlman & Carol Farver  

– 30 years
Bill & Lesly Kohner – 50 years

Alan & Loree Resnik – 50 years
Kenneth & Terry Solomon - 45 years

Milestone birthday listings begin at age 50  
and every five years afterward. 

All birthdays 100 and over are listed. 

Milestone anniversaries begin at ten years and 
continue every five years thereafter.

July/August Programs, Events, and Meetings
Torah study meets every Saturday morning from 9:15-10:15 am. Join Rabbi Vann in the 
Gries Library for bagels and open discussion about the Torah.

Tues., July 4 ............... TEMPLE OFFICE CLOSED (Independence Day)

Tues., July 11 ............. 6:30 pm | Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class

Tues., July 18 ............. 6:30 pm | Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class

Sun., July 23 .............. 1 pm | Men’s Club Summer Outing: Indians vs Blue Jays

Tues., July 25 ............. 6:30 pm | Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class

Wed., July 26 .............  4 pm | Calvary Church Supper  
(7820 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44103)

Tues., August 1 ......... 6:30 pm | Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class

Sun., August 6 ........... 5 pm | Annual Picnic hosted by Vintage Suburban

Tues., August 8 ......... 6:30 pm | Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class

Mon., August 14 ........ 7 pm | Board of Trustees meeting

Tues., August 15 ....... 6:30 pm | Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class

Tues., August 22 ....... 6:30 pm | Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class

Sat., August 26 .......... 10:30 am | Bar Mitzvah: Carson Siegel

Tues., August 29 ....... 6:30 pm | Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class

Annual Meeting 2017

The Lifelong Learning Committee was presented the President’s Award for their diligence in creating 
ST-KA’s new educational program, Our Tent.

Jonathan Litt, Temple secretary, presented the 
nominating committee report. Congratulations to 
our incoming trustees and thank you to those 
whose terms have expired.

New Director of Music Cantor Dave Malecki led the 
board in the recitation of the Shehecheyanu prayer.



Shabbat Acknowledgments
We are grateful to the following people 
who helped make our April and May 
worship services a beautiful experience.

Blessings: Jean and Louis Bloomfield, 
Barbara and Irv Feldman, Tracey Messer 
and Karen Schneiderman, Dorothea 
Polster, Kim Rosner, Linda Schneider, 
Deedra and Carter Strang

Confirmands: Alexa Cooper,  
Joseph Berrick and Joshua Silver

Torah Blessings: Michelle Brown,  
The Merdler Family,

Announcements: Nancy Huntsman, 
Dorothea Polster, Lori Rosenberg,  
Kim Rosner

Ushers: Al Jaffe, Lesly Kohner, Jan 
Lieblich, Debra Light, Susan Merdler, 
Flossy and Dennis Mitchell, Kärstin 
Olofsson, Ellyn Ross, Richard Skall,  
Tom Wieder

Bimah Flowers and  
Oneg Shabbat Sponsors
On April 21, bimah flowers were gifts 
from Karen and Mickey Schenkel in 
loving memory of Irwin S. Haiman 

On May 5, bimah flowers and Oneg 
were gifts from Susan, Tali and  
Lyle Merdler in loving celebration of 
Lyle Merdler’s birthday

On May 12, bimah flowers were gifts 
from Linda Schneider in loving memory 
of Zelda Burwasser 

On May 26, bimah flowers were gifts 
from Noreen Bertman in loving  
memory of Phillip M. Bertman 

On May 26, bimah flowers were gifts 
from The Margolius Family in loving 
memory of Mildred Wertheim Kane 

On May 26, bimah flowers were gifts 
from Laurie Bruder and Tom Gerson 
in honor of Madilyn Weinberger’s  
Bat Mitzvah 

In Memoriam
Dear Member
Bernard Century
Roxanne Farver
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We Gratefully Acknowledge  
the Following Contributions
Please consider making a contribution to Suburban Temple-Kol Ami to celebrate a special 
occasion, express gratitude or sympathy, or honor important accomplishments. 

A current list of Temple funds is available from the Temple office. Donations may be  
made online at www.suburbantemple.org. Donations listed below were received between  
April 1 and May 31, 2017. Please let us know of any errors or omissions

Bimah Flower Fund
In loving memory of
 Phillip M. Bertman
  Noreen Bertman
 Zelda Burwasser
  Linda Schneider
 Irwin S. Haiman
  Karen and Mickey Schenkel
In celebration of his birthday
 Lyle Merdler
   Susan, Tali and Lyle Merdler
In honor of her Bat Mitzvah
 Madilyn Weinberger
  Laurie Bruder and Tom Gerson

General Operating Fund
In honor of her milestone birthday
 Judy Cohen
  Roberta and Stuart Sears
In loving memory of
 Roxanne Farver
  David Greenberg
  Mickey Katz
  Caryl Koenig
  Sandy Rubenstein
 Adelaide Rubin
  Shellie and Mark Nyer

Irving and Dorothy Lackritz Fund
In loving memory of
 Roxanne Farver
  Al Jaffe

Jacquelyn and Alvin Jaffe Shadow Fund
In loving memory of
 Elise K. Rosenberg
  Al Jaffe

Lifelong Learning Fund
In appreciation of
 Rabbi Shana Nyer
  Lori Rosenberg

Oneg Shabbat Fund
In celebration of his birthday
 Lyle Merdler
  Susan, Tali and Lyle Merdler

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In loving memory of
 Roxanne Farver
  Jan Lieblich
  Flossy and Dennis Mitchell
 Donna Katz
  The Katz Family
In appreciation of
 Rabbi Allison Vann
  Lori Rosenberg
 Rabbi Allison Vann and ST-KA Staff
  Marlin Farver and The Farver Family

The Stashower Family Garden Fund
In honor of his milestone birthday
 Jim Grunzweig
  Sara Stashower and Mark Heller

Tikkun Olam Fund
In loving memory of
 Elise K. Rosenberg
  Lois and Marc Bernstein
  Mindy and Martin Davidson
  Cindy and Larry Goldman
  Barbara Greenspan
  Susan Halle
  Al Jaffe
   The Kramarow Family: Ruth, Robin, 

Ellen and Margo
  Jan Lieblich
  Debra Light and Bruce Sherman
  Flossy and Dennis Mitchell
  Ann and Charles Newman
  Shellie and Mark Nyer
  Grace Ordin
  Rita Orpett
  Ellyn Ross
  Sandy Rubenstein
  Laurie and Howard Shaffren
  Adrienne Sharp
  Gregg Sherman
  Sallee and Morry Silverman
  Barbara and David Waltzer



NEED A LAWYER?
(216) 696-3532

CLEVELAND METROPOLITAN BAR ASSOCIATION

(440) 946-2715

A Suburban Temple - Kol Ami
tradition for nearly seven decades

ph: 216-421-2665 • www.lakeviewcemetery.com
12316 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44106

 2-E-3-5  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1080

Debbie Garson
Broker / Realtor
Keller Williams GC
Cell: 216-509-4275  Email: debbiegarson@KW.com

GREATER
CLEVELAND

We help you stay  
independent in your home.

(216) 791-3211
www.judsonsmartliving.org

Contact Benjamin Rancman to place an ad today!
BRancman@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5857

Jennifer Woomer
216.337.0107
Jennifer.Woomer@gmail.com
Suburban Temple Kol Ami Member

Luxury 2 Bedroom 2 Bath Condo
Shaker Hts., Balcony, Immediate Occupancy.

Starting at $1875 month. 2 Year Lease.
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Please help Suburban Temple – Kol 
Ami reach its goal of having 400 
copies of our new High Holy Day 
prayer book, Mishkan HaNefesh for 
use in the sanctuary. 

To dedicate one of these beautiful 
prayer books in someone’s honor or 
memory please use this form and 
send it to the Temple office with $50 
per dedication. You may also purchase 
a copy for yourself. Each dedication 
will be inscribed in a prayer book and 
a card will be sent to the recipient of 
the tribute. Use this form for up to two 
dedication gifts.

Examples: 
This prayer book is dedicated in 

honor of Jessica Daniel’s Bat Mitzvah 
by Steve and Linda Schoen.

This prayer book is dedicated in 
memory of Edith Samuels by Lisa 
Cohen. 

This prayer book is dedicated in 
appreciation of Rabbi Krantz by David 
Parks.

Please fill in the form below and return it with your payment of $50 per copy to 
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami, 22401 Chagrin Blvd., Beachwood, OH 44122.

1. This prayer book is dedicated (check one):  

❑ In Honor of  ❑ In Memory of  ❑ In Appreciation of  ❑ Personal Use 

Name(s): ________________________________________________________________________

Donated by (person’s name, committee, family, etc.): ________________________________________

A notification card should be sent to: Name(s): _____________________________________________

Address: __________________________________ City, State, Zip: __________________________ 

2. This prayer book is dedicated (check one):  

❑ In Honor of  ❑ In Memory of  ❑ In Appreciation of  ❑ Personal Use 

Name(s): ________________________________________________________________________

Donated by (person’s name, committee, family, etc.): ________________________________________

A notification card should be sent to: Name(s): _____________________________________________

Address: __________________________________ City, State, Zip: __________________________ 

❑  Please check if you wish your gift to be anonymous (not acknowledged in the Bulletin)

Checks should be payable to Suburban Temple. Please call the Temple office if you wish to pay by credit card. 
If you have any questions, contact us at 216.991.0700 or admin@suburbantemple.org. Thank you!

High Holy Day Prayer Book (Machzor) 
Dedication Order Form


