January 2018

January Shabbat and
Worship Calendar
Friday, January 5 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service with
Torah reading
Friday, January 12 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Friday, January 19 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service with
Kolot Kol Ami
Come Grow With Me! Shabbat
Saturday, January 20 | 10:30 am
Bar Mitzvah: Truman Williams
Friday, January 26 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service and
Learning Shabbat: From Heaven to Earth:
Where Judaism and Science Collide

Mazal Tov
Truman Williams, son of
Rhona and Brian Williams,
will become Bar Mitzvah
on Saturday, January 20.
Mazal Tov to the whole
family!

Keep In Touch With Us!
Please let us know when you, or
someone you know, is hospitalized, ill,
or bereaved, or would just enjoy a call
from the rabbi or a member of the
Caring Community. We also love
hearing good news, such as a birth,
engagement, marriage or other simcha!
In order to better serve the
congregation, please share this
information with Rabbi Vann by calling
the office at 216.991.0700, or by
emailing Rabbi Vann directly at
avann@suburbantemple.org.

Tikkun Olam at Suburban Temple-Kol Ami

I

n some way or another the instruction “…love the stranger, for you
were strangers in the land of Egypt…” appears 36 times in the Torah.
The “stranger” is someone who is vulnerable — often highlighted in
our text as the widow and the orphan. By linking the feeling of being
vulnerable, exposed, or helpless to our narrative of being oppressed
when we were strangers in Egypt we have done something vitally
important. In fact, philosopher Hermann Cohen claims this is what
helped form the uniqueness of Judaism as we know it. While other
ancient religions cared for their own, he taught that Judaism took the extraordinary leap
toward caring for all of humanity. In other words: Judaism made compassion part of its
faith mission.
Our further experiences as a faith community attest to this need. All too often, we were
on the bitter end of history, and we felt the sting of rage and hatred. We know that the
“other” can, and will, often suffer consequences when no one stands up against injustice.
Therefore, in the words of Isaiah, we are commanded to, “Seek justice, undo oppression,
defend the fatherless and plead for the widow.”
We do this through tikkun olam, repairing the world. There are many paths to doing
tikkun olam. I know Suburban Temple-Kol Ami cares deeply about tikkun olam, and is
eager to make a difference in many small and large ways. The Tikkun Olam Committee
has been exploring these avenues.
On the back cover, Tikkun Olam committee member Ellen Weber writes about
our desire to help the Cleveland Kids Book Bank. Beginning in 2013 by creating 60
Little Free Libraries, this year the Kids Book Bank received the Center for Community
Solutions’ Anisfield-Wolf Memorial Award for creating a culture of reading in low-income
homes throughout Cuyahoga County. Ellen writes about three ways to get involved
through Suburban Temple-Kol Ami — to make the Kids Book Bank thrive.
During the High Holy Days, I spoke about Reform Ohio. Reform Ohio brings together all
the Reform congregations throughout Ohio to work together on issues of tikkun olam. 44
congregations strong, which means tens of thousands of members, we become a
meaningful and powerful voice for change. We saw this in action in October, when I, along
with Dorothea Polster, Helen Nagusky and Andrea Wasserman, went to Columbus to join
in the first-ever Reform Ohio gathering. The members of the Senate and House were
impressed with our passion and our compassion, and we had an impact in moving the
agenda of rehabilitative justice forward in Ohio. On February 4, from 1–3 pm (location
TBD), please come to learn more about Reform Ohio and all that it can do to bring
about a more just Ohio.
Looking to the spring: Mitzvah Day will return! Please pencil in May 6, 2018!
I know that one of these paths will be meaningful, and will help bring healing to our
world, which is very much in need. I look forward to being together in our work for justice,
and as we care for the other with compassion.
Rabbi Allison Vann
avann@suburbantemple.org

From Brett’s Desk:

I

I’m writing my column
just after
Thanksgiving. For the
last week, I’ve
received hundreds of
emails, text messages,
Facebook messages,
pop-up ads and more
for Black Friday, Cyber Monday, and
Giving Tuesday. What should I do with
it all? There must be an amazing
opportunity for me in all of this, right? I
must look at it all because I can’t
afford to miss it, at least that’s what I’m
being conditioned to believe.
This has got me thinking about
communications. How do we ensure
that we are communicating what we
intend to share? How can we be
certain that it’s heard as intended?
There are so many ways for us to
communicate and yet, I feel that 99%
of it is noise. I’m not saying that the
messages aren’t important, rather that
there are so many, I simply can’t take it
all in and process it.
Here at ST-KA, we have a lot of
information to share with you. Every
week we want to share the ST-KA story
with you – what is happening in Our
Tent, a special Shabbat service, a bit of
Torah, programs from Kol Nashim,
Men’s Club, or Vintage. Not to mention
fundraising appeals, membership
renewals, and more.
We send letters, emails, weekly
Temple Times, videos, the Bulletin and
much more. We post on Facebook
daily — often multiple times a day.
Do you see it? Read it? Listen to it?
Ignore it?
Each day, the staff of Suburban
Temple-Kol Ami, your Temple, do our
best to share our collective story with
you. I hope you’re getting the
messages … if not, please let me
know how we can improve.

B’shalom,
Brett Shankman,
Executive Director
bshankman@suburbantemple.org
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From the Board of Directors

W

e are beginning a new quarterly
column in the Bulletin. The column will
provide an overview on the work of the
Board and specific committees.
Since the 2017 High Holy Days, we have
focused on opportunities to improve our
development efforts. These include the
recent inclusion of donation envelopes with
our yahrzeit notices, changes in the timing
and look of the annual campaign, and the
engagement of a marketing professional
who is helping bring in rental income by
finding clients to rent the building.
The Board participated in a survey and
face to face review of the 2017 High Holy
Days, providing significant quality feedback
to the Temple staff on all aspects of this
year’s High Holy Days experience.
The finance and investment committee
has begun work on the 2018/19 budget
which will be brought to the Board in the
spring for approval.

Our Tent

The Membership committee has begun a
review of the Open Doors program. Data
has been collected and the committee is
assessing the success and challenges of
the Open Doors program. The committee
will provide the board and the congregation
a full report in the spring of 2018.
The Board has also received regular
updates on the successful launch and first
trimester of Our Tent.
The Board and Tikkun Olam committees
reviewed policy resolutions that were
considered at the Union for Reform
Judaism (URJ) Biennial held in early
December in Boston.
If you have questions about the work of
the Board or our committees, please
contact Kim Rosner, Brett Shankman,
Rabbi Vann, or Rabbi Shana.

From our Director of Lifelong Learning

Lifelong Learning

We are God’s partners to take care of this world
When God created the
first human beings,
God led them around
the Garden of Eden
and said, “See how
beautiful the world is! I
give it into your care.
Do not spoil it. For if
you destroy the world, there will be no one
after you to restore it. (Midrash Ecclesiastes
Rabbah 1 on Ecclesiastes 7:13)

B

eginning on the evening of January 30,
we will celebrate Tu b’Shevat.
Commonly known as the birthday of the

Look upon this land –
Touch it.
Sand under your bare feet,
The squish of mud,
Silky coat of cat,
Soft rose petals,
A smooth round rock,
Rain on your face.
Touch it with your eyes.
Cherry trees blossoming pink,
Lake of blue and summer sky,
The green of life,
Purple grapes and apples red,
Moon rising yellow,
Orange sun going down.
Touch it with your ears.
Splatter of rain,
Crack of thunder,
Wind whispering,
Birds singing,
The crying of babies and puppies,
Kittens and ducklings.

It sometimes seems odd to celebrate
this birthday of the trees and this holiday
that connects us to the beautiful world
God created in the middle of cold and
snowy winter, but all the more so do we
appreciate this gift we have been given
and our need to cherish and protect it for
the future. This Tu B’Shevat, l’dor vador,

trees, it is also the time on our Jewish
calendar when we are reminded of our
deep connection to nature and the world
God created for us. We are also reminded
of our responsibility as God’s partners to
take care of this world. As Rabbi Lawrence
Kushner points out in his Book of Miracles,
“Judaism teaches that what you do today
affects what the world will be like tomorrow.
Each generation is linked to the next by its
actions. We depend on those who came
before us, just as our children will depend
on us.” (p. 17)
Molly Cone wrote the beautiful poem
below based on the midrash above:

Touch it with your nose.
Pine-scent of woods,
Lilacs blooming,
Smoke of chimneys,
Strawberries in the sun.
Touch it with you tongue.
Lick of sugar,
Tang of lemon, ginger, or spice,
Bite of cold snow,
Gulp of pure water.
Look upon this land –
Touch it.
Touch it in every way you can,
For this land is part of you,
And you are part of it.
Given into your care is this earth.
See how beautiful it is.
Be careful not to spoil it,
For if you destroy the world,
There will be no one after you to restore It.

from one generation to the next, may we
offer gratitude to those who protected the
earth before us, and promise to plant
seeds and till the soil for those who will
come after.
Rabbi Shana Nyer
snyer@suburbantemple.org

For all programs listed below
please RSVP to Robin Smith at
216.991.0700 or at lifelonglearning@
suburbantemple.org
On Holy Grounds: Our Tent’s Tikkun
Olam Coffee House Showcase
Sunday, January 14 | 10 am–noon
• Brunch coffee house to celebrate our
first two trimesters of learning
• Learner’s art on display
• Performances by those who took Our
Tent classes
• Special presentations and projects
that honor our Jewish values and the
life of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
This is a session for Our Tent Learners,
and for the ENTIRE CONGREGATION
to experience a morning in Our Tent!
Please RSVP by January 10.
Come Grow With Me Shabbat
Friday, January 19 | 6 pm
• Fun Interactive service for newborns–
2nd graders and their families with
Rabbi Shana and Lauren Smith
• 3rd–7th graders and their families join
Rabbi Vann for services, then dinner.
• FREE dinner for everyone!
The evening is free and open to the
community so invite your friends with
Jewish children.
Our next Learning Shabbat!
Friday, January 26 | 6–8:30 pm
• After services, please enjoy dinner and
learning together.
• The topic for the evening is From
Heaven to Earth: Where Judaism and
Science Collide.
• RSVP to Robin with the number of
family members who will be attending.
Menchkins
Sunday, January 28 | 9:15-10:30 am
In honor of Tu B’Shevat – the Birthday of
the Trees – Let’s Celebrate Nature!
• Wear your coats and boots as we
explore winter!
• Learn about Tu B’Shevat with fun
stories
• Enjoy treats!
For 0-4-year-olds and their parents.
Meet at Shaker Nature Center – 2600 S
Park Blvd. This program is free, thanks
to a generous grant from the Jewish
Education Center of Cleveland.
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ST-KA Technology Update

Greetings from Kol Nashim!

ST-KA Joins AmazonSmile

Did you know that shopping on Amazon.
com can benefit ST-KA? We have signed
up with AmazonSmile, which donates a
small percentage of every purchase to
our congregation. Please visit smile.
amazon.com and choose Suburban
Temple-Kol Ami as your preferred charity.
Then, change your Amazon bookmark to
smile.amazon.com for future purchases!
There is no extra cost to you and you
can use your usual amazon.com
account. Start at smile.amazon.com
each time you shop!
Live Streaming Service Information
Don’t forget, you can watch Kabbalat
Shabbat services live (or recorded)
on our website. Please visit
www.suburbantemple.org and click
on the live stream menu at the top.
WiFi For Everyone!
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami has WiFi
available. If you have a WiFi capable
device and wish to connect, simply use
the guest password “Temple2016.”

Suburban
Spotlight
ST-KA members: The spotlight’s on
you! We’d love to highlight your
accomplishments, honors, and
accolades in the monthly Bulletin and
in the Temple Times. Send
submissions to dhopkins@
suburbantemple.org.

In Memoriam
Dear Relatives
Elka Czako
Gerald Rubenstein

H

appy and healthy 2018! Here are a few
things to start the new year off in a
positive way:
Join in our
book discussion
on Thursday,
January 18 from
7–8 pm. Our
focus is The
Mathematician’s
Shiva by Stuart
Rojstaczer. This
wonderfully
quirky novel
celebrates the
life of a famous,
fictional mathematician, Rachela
Karnokovitch. She is a Polish émigré to
Madison, Wisconsin, a professor who is
rumored to have solved the million-dollar
Navier-Stokes Millennium Prize problem,
and to have taken the solution to her grave.
Kol Nashim’s Immediate Past President,
Amy Bloomberg, will be hosting the
evening at her house. Please RSVP by
January 12 to Dale and he will provide the
address when you respond.
Create and honor Rosh Chodesh Shevat
on Sunday, January 21 by creating a
terrarium in honor of Tu B’Shevat (Jewish
Arbor Day) from 12:30–2 pm at the Fox
and Hound Restaurant in Mayfield Heights.
With help from “The Planting Party” expert,
we will use succulents and air plants, which

Our Prides and Joys

are easy to take care of even for the
inexperienced gardener. Lunch (optional) is
on your own and can be enjoyed during the
class. The cost is $21 payable upon
registration to Dale before January 7.
Please make your checks out to Kol
Nashim.
Put on your apron and cook spaghetti or
bake cookies, or help us serve, or do it all
for our tikkun olam dinner at Calvary Church
on Wednesday, January 24 at 4 pm. We
will give you the special spaghetti recipe to
follow, make any kind of cookie you want
and bring your apron to serve. For more
information how you can help others call
Ellen Weber at 260.414.8128 or Jan Lieblich
at 216.297.1890.
Our annual Women’s Shabbat Service
and congregational dinner is on Friday,
February 2. We welcome your participation
in this extraordinary evening be it reading in
English or Hebrew. Let Dale know at
dhopkins@suburbantemple.org or
216.991.0700 before January 21 if you
would like to be a part of this service and/or
attend the dinner.
Everyone is welcome to attend this
special evening. Look for details in the
Temple Times.
Let Kol Nashim help make your new year
great!
P.S. Membership is still always welcome!
Susan Gordon Merdler
Kol Nashim President
STKAKolNashim@gmail.com

URJ Biennial 2017

Most folks celebrate Thanksgiving
surrounding themselves with family. Temple
members Amy and Ken Rogat celebrated
by adding to their lovely family! Amy and
Ken’s son and daughter-in-law, Drs. Tom
and Clarisse Rogat, welcomed twin boys
into the family on November 27. Quentin
Albert Rogat and Silas Andre Rogat will be
brightening up their Shaker Heights home
ahead of Chanukah and we couldn’t be
happier for the them. Mazal Tov to the entire
Rogat clan!
Top from left: Lori Rosenberg, Rabbi Shana Nyer,
Susan Gordon Merdler. Bottom: Rabbi Allison Vann,
Flossy Mitchell.
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January Programs, Events, and Meetings
Torah study meets every Saturday morning from 9:15-10:15 am. Join Rabbi Vann in the
Gries Library for bagels and open discussion about the Torah.

Milestone Birthdays
and Anniversaries

Mon., January 1....................... TEMPLE OFFICE CLOSED: NEW YEAR’S DAY
Mon., January 8....................... 7:30 pm | Board of Trustees Meeting
Wed., January 10.................... 6:30 pm | Finance Committee Meeting
Thurs., January 11.................. 5:30 pm | Tikkun Olam Committee Meeting
6 pm | Vintage Committee Meeting
Sun., January 14..................... 12 pm | Youth Group Event (grades 6-12)
Mon., January 15..................... TEMPLE OFFICE CLOSED: MLK DAY
Tues., January 16..................... 7 pm | Kolot Kol Ami Rehearsal
Thurs., January 18................... 7 pm | ST-KA Book Club: The Mathematician’s Shiva by
Stuart Rojstaczer
Sun., January 21...................... 12:30 pm | Kol Nashim Rosh Chodesh at Fox & Hound
(Mayfield Hts)
Sun., January 28...................... 9:15 am | Menchkins at the Shaker Nature Center

Adult Chanukah Celebration
sponsored by Vintage Suburban

Mazal tov to our members who
are celebrating milestone
birthdays in January:
Michelle Brown
Andrew Green
Ronald Grossman
Susan Hirsch
JoAnne Podis
Deborah Zinn
Mazal tov to our members who
are celebrating a milestone
Anniversary in January:
Peggy & Leonard Lapidus (25 years)
Milestone birthday listings begin
at age 50 and every five years afterward.
All birthdays 100 and over are listed.
Milestone anniversaries begin at ten years
and continue every five years thereafter.

Remember ST-KA
through a bequest
or other charitable
vehicle in your
estate plan.
Please contact
Brett Shankman for
more information.
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Shabbat Acknowledgments
We are grateful to the following people
who helped make our November
worship services a beautiful experience.
Blessings: David Greenberg, Susan
Gordon and Lyle Merdler, Loree and
Alan Resnik, Diane and Harvey
Scholnick, Adrienne Sharp
Torah Blessings: Vintage Steering
Committee
Announcements: Dennis Lehman,
Flossy Mitchell, Kim Rosner
Ushers: Susan Gordon and Lyle
Merdler, Flossy and Dennis Mitchell,
Kärstin Olofson, Karen Shapiro

We Gratefully Acknowledge the Following
Contributions
Please consider making a contribution to Suburban Temple-Kol Ami to celebrate a special
occasion, express gratitude or sympathy, or honor important accomplishments. A current
list of Temple funds is available from the Temple office. Donations may be made online at
www.suburbantemple.org. Donations listed below were received between November 1 and
November 30, 2017. Please let us know of any errors or omissions.
Bimah Flower Fund
In loving memory of
Manuel Forman
Jane and Jonathan Forman
Julian Galvin and Louis Golenberg
Shelly and Tom Galvin
Eva R. Resnik
Loree and Alan Resnik

Bimah Flowers and
Oneg Shabbat Sponsors

Dorothy Mirsky and Evelyn Scholnick
Diane and Harvey Scholnick

On November 3, bimah flowers were
gifts from Shelly and Tom Galvin in
loving memory of Julian Galvin and
Louis Golenberg.

Helen Leight Duke
Maxine Singer and Peter Hochberg

On November 10, bimah flowers were
gifts from Loree and Alan Resnik in
loving memory of Eva R. Resnik.

Jon Frankel
Marjorie H. Frankel
Barbara and Dr. Stanley Brown

On November 10, bimah flowers were
gifts from Jane and Danny Laibstain,
Marcia and Andrew Margolius, and
Barbara and Richard Margolius in
loving memory of Phyllis W. Margolius.

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In loving memory of

On November 17, bimah flowers were
gifts from Maxine Singer and Peter
Hochberg in loving memory of Helen
Leight Duke.

General Operating Fund
In loving memory of

Lucille Heflich
Janet Lieblich
Gerald Rubenstein
Flossy and Dennis Mitchell

On November 17, bimah flowers were
gifts from Jane and Danny Laibstain,
Marcia and Andrew Margolius, and
Barbara and Richard Margolius in
loving memory of David L. Margolius.
On November 17, bimah flowers were
gifts from Diane and Harvey
Scholnick in loving memory of Dorothy
Mirsky and Evelyn Scholnick.
On November 24, bimah flowers were
gifts from Jane and Jonathan Forman
in loving memory of Manuel Forman.
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LEARNING SHABBAT
Friday, January 26 | 6 pm
Join us for an abbreviated service, after which we will enjoy dinner
and learning together.
The topic for the evening is From Heaven to Earth:
Where Judaism and Science Collide.
Come discover the beauty and meaning of Shabbat!

A Suburban Temple - Kol Ami
tradition for nearly seven decades
12316 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44106

ph: 216-421-2665 • www.lakeviewcemetery.com

BUYING |
SELLING | INVESTING
a real estate company

“No Deal is Too Big or Too Small”TM
Jennifer Woomer
216-337-0107
jennifer.woomer@gmail.com

Create a Beautiful Holiday for Another Family!
Donate Clothing and Furniture to NCJW/Cleveland’s Thriftique Showroom*

DROPOFF M-F 9:00AM – 4:00PM

26055 EMERY ROAD WARRENSVILLE HEIGHTS 44128
CALL 216-378-2264 FOR A FREE FURNITURE PICKUP
*Proceeds support projects to change lives for women, children and families.

Contact Benjamin Rancman to place an ad today!
BRancman@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5857

2-E-3-5

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Sarah Marcus-Donnelly

Private English Tutor & Editor
K-12 Certified / Adjunct Professor / MFA
Personalized Writing & Reading Skills
sarahannmarcus@gmail.com / (216) 509-3909
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www.suburbantemple.org
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STAFF

Allison Vann, Rabbi
Eric J. Bram, D.D., z”l (2002-2010)
Michael A. Oppenheimer, D.D., Rabbi Emeritus
Myron Silverman, D.D., z”l (1949-1976)
Brett Shankman, Executive Director
Rabbi Shoshana Nyer, Director of Lifelong Learning

O F F I C E RS

Kimberly Rosner, President
Matt Lehman, Vice-President
Ronni Bialosky, Vice-President
Jonathan Litt, Secretary
Michelle S. Brown, Treasurer
Sara E. Stashower, Immediate Past President

Follow us on social media:
www.facebook.com/
suburbantemple.org
@rabbivann

Tikkun Olam
Do you believe that books are
important? (duh! Yes of course.)
Do you believe that every home,
especially where children live,
should have books? (Silly
question. We are the People of
the Book.)
What if you could get books —
real, “dead tree” touchable
books — into the hands of
children who don’t have any
books of their own — to keep?
What if you could do this for
FREE?
Well, you can!

Cleveland Kids Book Bank is a recently formed nonprofit that does exactly
that! In their first 17 months of operation, they distributed 864,775 books, for
FREE, to children in the greater Cleveland area. ST-KA wants to help and will
do this in several ways.
A donation box will soon appear in our lobby. Please deposit your gently
used books, for infants through young adult only, please. This is just a small,
beginning part of what we hope to do.
On Sunday, January 14, 2018, Judy Payne, Executive Director and
co-founder of Kids Book Bank, will be coming to speak as part of our MLK
weekend coffee house. She will give us more information about this
organization and how we can all work with them to perform this mitzvah.
The Kids Book Bank recieves pallets of books in donation. These books
need to be sorted so they can be distributed into the hands of eager parents
and readers! Please watch email, facebook, and future Bulletins for
information about two upcoming book sorting events—one for adults, and
one for families!
Please check out their website: www.kidsbookbank.org It’s an amazing
organization, with a crucial mission, and we can be part of it.

