
February 2018

February Shabbat and 
Worship Calendar

Friday, February 2 | 6 pm
Kol Nashim Women’s Shabbat
Kabbalat Shabbat Service with  
Torah reading and Kolot Kol Ami 
congregational choir
Guest Speaker: Deena Nyer-Mendlowitz

Friday, February 9 | 6 pm
Adult B’not Mitzvah class leads Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service
4th graders also participate
Dinner for 4th graders and their families at 
Rabbi Shana’s house after services

Saturday, February 10 | 10:30 am
Adult B’not Mitzvah Ceremony

Friday, February 16 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Friday, February 23 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Come Grow With Me! Shabbat.  
Come in costume as we will celebrate 
Purim as well!

Mazal Tov

(L-R) Terry Solomon, Emily Gusky, 
Svetlana Pundik, Nancy Perillo, Susan 
Hirsch, Gina Ashby, Nancy Huntsman 
and Heidi Cofsky (not pictured) will all 
become Bat Mitzvah on Saturday, 
February 10, 10:30 am.

Mazal Tov to them and their families! 
Please join us as we celebrate these 
wonderful women.

What Will Your Story Be?

Like many people, I’m enamored with the Broadway hit, 
Hamilton: An American Musical.

The musical encompasses the life story of Alexander 
Hamilton, and the time period of the American Revolution.  
It also includes the sub-plot of how Hamilton met his wife, 
Eliza. It tells of the Schuyler sisters, Angela, Peggy and 
Eliza, young wealthy debutantes who go looking for 

revolutionaries to marry. In their namesake song, the lyrics proclaim:
“We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal. And 

when I meet Thomas Jefferson ... I’m ’a compel him to include women in the 
sequel!” 

The sisters are successful in their endeavor: Eliza marries Alexander 
Hamilton. This is the way she succeeds in supporting the revolution. She is 
supportive of Hamilton throughout the war, and their lives together. Eliza lived 
for many years following Hamilton’s death, and she continued to support his 
work by reorganizing and preserving his writings. She also helped to found 
an orphanage, which continues to this day.

Hamilton: An American Musical is more than the epic biography of 
Alexander Hamilton and the American Revolutionary era. It’s a reminder that 
we can each, to a large extent, write the story of our own lives. 

Within the brilliant lyrics and extraordinary music of Hamilton lies the 
challenge for each of us to be the best of us. In the emotional, beautiful last 
song, the question is asked, “Who lives, who dies, who tells your story?”

During the darkest days of winter, in early 2018, what will your story be?
These stories reflect a spirituality of journey. God is not found at the 

journey’s end. God is found in the whole of narrative. Some of our stories 
may be painful and sad. Some are joyful and will bring tears of laughter. 
Some are simple; some are complex. 

In 2018, may we be inspired to write well, and compose courageously. 

Rabbi Allison Vann
avann@suburbantemple.org
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From Brett’s Desk:

70-something? Well, 
not really. How 

about 70! That’s right! 
Suburban Temple – Kol 
Ami turns 70 this year. 
For 70 years, this 
congregation has 
carved out a unique 

and significant space in the Reform 
Jewish community of Cleveland. 

We have led in a myriad of ways … 
welcoming of intermarried families, 
inclusion of those who learn differently, a 
revolutionary membership model, and 
certainly not least, two female rabbis 
including our spiritual leader, Rabbi 
Allison Vann.

Suburban Temple – Kol Ami has been 
a pioneer and remains one. Your 
membership, your participation, and 
your advocacy on our behalf have been 
and remain critical to our continued 
success.

We are very proud of Open Doors, the 
membership program initiated three 
years ago which provides a transparent 
understanding of the costs of running 
ST-KA, while allowing members to 
participate at the membership 
commitment level most appropriate for 
them. 

The program is currently being 
reviewed and we will be reporting back 
to the congregation soon, but no matter 
the specific details of our report, I know 
that strengthening and growing our 
membership is critical. This means your 
participation, no matter which door you 
enter through – services, Our Tent, Kol 
Nashim, or something else.

It also requires that everyone is 
sharing their Suburban story while out in 
the community. Are you inviting 
unaffiliated friends to try Suburban 
Temple – Kol Ami? If not, why not? Is 
there something missing? 

We are proud of who Suburban 
Temple – Kol Ami is as we enter our 70th 
year and are even more excited about 
where we are going. Thank you for 
joining us on our journey.

B’shalom,

Brett Shankman, 
Executive Director
bshankman@suburbantemple.org

Pre-order Hamantashen for Purim
Delicious hamantashen, homemade by Temple members  

and our youth group may be purchased for $4 per ½ dozen 
 

Flavors: strawberry, apricot, chocolate and poppy seed
Purchase by the ½ dozen single flavor or in flavor combinations: 

Fruit Mix (3 apricot & 3 strawberry) 
Classic Combo (3 poppy & 3 apricot) 

Indulgence Mix (3 chocolate & 3 strawberry)  
The Whole Megillah (3 of each flavor) ($8) 

Hamantashen can be picked up on:
Sunday, February 25th from 11:30 am –1:00 pm 

(at the Purim Carnival)

E-mail your order to us at rsmith@suburbantemple.org 
by Monday, February 19 or you can print and mail in your order to: 

Suburban Temple-Kol Ami  
Attn: Robin Smith  

22401 Chagrin Blvd. Beachwood, OH 44122 

Any questions, please call Robin Smith at 216.991.0700 ext. 101

Name: _____________________________________________________________

Phone number: ______________________________________________________
 

Strawberry: _________________ (½ dz.)  Apricot: ____________________ (½ dz.) 

Chocolate: __________________ (½ dz.)  Poppy seed: ________________ (½ dz.) 

Fruit Mix: ___________________ (½ dz.)  Classic Combo: _____________ (½ dz.) 

Indulgence Mix: _____________ (½ dz.)  Whole Megillah: __________ (2 x ½ dz.) 

TOTAL: _________________   ½ dozen x $4 = $ _________________ enclosed
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Adar is known as the Hebrew month of joy because it is the month during which we 
celebrate Purim. Here are all the ways we will be celebrating Purim at St-KA this year. 

Come for one, or better yet, come for all! We look forward to celebrating with you!

Be Happy – It’s Adar!

Friday, February 23 at 6 pm

•  Fun Interactive service for 
newborns-2nd graders and 
their families with Rabbi 
Shana and Lauren Smith 
COME IN COSTUME AS WE 
CELEBRATE PURIM AS WELL!

•  3rd-7th graders and their 
families join Rabbi Vann for 
services in the Sanctuary

• FREE dinner for Everyone!

The evening is free and open 
to the community so invite your 
friends with Jewish children. 
RSVP to Robin Smith at 
216.991.0700 or at rsmith@
suburbantemple.org.

Saturday, February 24 at 10:30 am
We are looking for help to make the magic 
happen for our kids on Purim. 
•  Help us put together all the game for our 

amazing Purim carnival!  
• Help us decorate for our jungle-themed carnival!
• Help us bake the hamataschen!
• We will provide lunch and snacks! 
The more help we have, the faster it goes and the 
more fun we have! Please email dhopkins@
suburbantemple.org or call 216.991.0700 if you can 
be there.

purim improv 
and carnival
Sunday, February 25 at 10:30 am 
•  Back by popular demand will be Ankle 

Biters Improv featuring Temple member 
Deena Nyer Mendlowitz! 

•  Followed by a carnival including pizza, 
games, prizes, giant inflatables, costumes, 
homemade hamantaschen and more!

•  Don’t miss a moment of the fun!

come grow with 
me shabbat

purim carnival 
set-up

Wednesday, February 28 
at 7 pm
Purim is NOT just for kids! 

•  Join Rabbi Vann at the 
Winking Lizard on Miles on 
Purim Eve, for an adult look 
at the Magillah. Be 
careful—the Lizard may 
even blush.  

•  First round and appetizers 
on Rabbi Vann! 

•  Meet in the Board Room in 
the back of the restaurant. 

Please RSVP by 2/14 to 
dhopkins@suburbantemple.
org or by calling 216.991.0700 
if you would like to join us

pints on purim 
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ST-KA Technology Update
ST-KA Joins AmazonSmile

Did you know that shopping on Amazon.
com can benefit ST-KA? We have signed 
up with AmazonSmile, which donates a 
small percentage of every purchase to 
our congregation. Please visit smile.
amazon.com and choose Suburban 
Temple-Kol Ami as your preferred 
charity. Then, change your Amazon 
bookmark to smile.amazon.com for 
future purchases! There is no extra cost 
to you and you can use your usual 
amazon.com account. Start at smile.
amazon.com each time you shop! 

Live Streaming Service Information
Don’t forget, you can watch Kabbalat 
Shabbat services live (or recorded)  
on our website. Please visit  
www.suburbantemple.org and click  
on the live stream menu at the top.

WiFi For Everyone!
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami has WiFi 
available. If you have a WiFi capable 
device and wish to connect, simply use 
the guest password “Temple2016.”

Mazal Tov to Brynda Ivan for winning a 
few awards in the Online Digital 
Photography Winter 2017 Contest! 
Brynda took first place in the “Critters” 
category and second place in “Horse 
Sense,” “Botany” and “Sports Action.” 
We can’t wait to see what her camera 
captures next!

ST-KA members: The spotlight’s on 
you! We’d love to highlight your 
accomplishments, honors, and 
accolades in the monthly Bulletin and 
in the Temple Times. Send 
submissions to dhopkins@
suburbantemple.org. 

Suburban 
Spotlight

As I look at the month of February, I see a 
variety of special days; Shabbat, 

birthdays, anniversaries, Rosh Chodesh, 
Groundhog Day and Valentine’s Day. 
Though not on the Jewish calendar, 
Valentine’s Day can prompt us to check our 
hearts, not in a physical sense but in a 
thoughtful-mindful sense. In Hebrew the 
word for heart is lev and is noted in the Bible 
to mean joyful, gladness and pride amongst 
other definitions. Over this past eight 
months as president my heart was full of 
gladness as Kol Nashim participated in the 
opening Sunday of Our Tent providing 
bagels for everyone, celebrated Rosh 
Chodesh at Holden Arboretum, hosted the 
JCC Author’s event, enjoyed each other’s 
company at our book club, engaged in 
Tikkun Olam (Calvary Church Dinner) and 
celebrated Chanukah with the participants 
at the annual Chanukah dinner and faculty 
lunch. We have done many things already 
and have many more things to do as 
follows:

The book club 
will be meeting on 
Thursday, March 
8 to discuss Anna 
and the Swallow 
Man by Gavriel 
Savit – Kraków, 
1939. A million 
marching 
soldiers and a 
thousand 
barking dogs. 

This is no place to grow up. Anna Łania is 
just seven years old when the Germans take 
her father, a linguistics professor, during their 
purge of intellectuals in Poland. She’s alone. 
And then Anna meets the Swallow Man. He 
is a mystery, strange and tall, a skilled 
deceiver with more than a little magic up his 
sleeve. Over the course of their travels 
together, Anna and the Swallow Man will 
dodge bombs, tame soldiers, and even, 
despite their better judgment, make a friend. 
But in a world gone mad, everything can 
prove dangerous. Even the Swallow Man. 

Our Women’s Seder wil be Sunday, 
March 18. This yearly tradition includes 
music, dance, reading of the Haggadah 
(specific to women), a taste of Passover and 
spiritual preparations for Pesach. 

Wednesday, March 28 is the next 
opportunity to participate in a Tikkun Olam 
event. Men, women and children (12+) are 
welcome to make spaghetti, bake cookies 
and help serve dinner to those in need at 
New Life Calvary Church.

The Women of Kol Nashim put their hearts 
in to everything they do “working” tirelessly 
with enthusiasm, perseverance and purpose 
as individuals and as part of our Suburban 
Temple-Kol Ami Community and my lev 
runneth over with gratitude and joy.

For more information about membership 
or an event please contact Susan at 
STKAKolNashim@gmail.com.

Susan Gordon Merdler
Kol Nashim President
STKAKolNashim@gmail.com

Greetings from Kol Nashim!

Keep In Touch With Us!
Please let us know when you, or someone you know, is hospitalized, ill, or bereaved, or 
would just enjoy a call from the rabbi or a member of the Caring Community. We also 
love hearing good news, such as a birth, engagement, marriage or other simcha! In 
order to better serve the congregation, please share this information with Rabbi Vann by 
calling the office at 216.991.0700, or by emailing Rabbi Vann directly at  
avann@suburbantemple.org.

Are You On Our Email List?
Do you want to receive the Temple Times, Our Tent news, invitations for special Temple 
events, and bereavement notices? Then we’ll need your correct email address! Send 
updates to dhopkins@suburbantemple.org.
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February Programs, Events, and Meetings
Torah study meets every Saturday morning from 9:15-10:15 am. Join Rabbi Vann in the 
Gries Library for bagels and open discussion about the Torah.

Sun., February 4................  1 pm | Reform Ohio Northeast Ohio Regional Gathering  
(Anshe Chesed Fairmount Temple, 23737 Fairmount Blvd, 
Beachwood, Ohio 44122) 

Mon., February 5 ...............7 pm | Board of Trustees Meeting

Thurs., February 8 ............5:30 pm | Tikkun Olam Committee Meeting

Sun., February 11 .............12 pm | NFTY 678 at Play

Mon., February 19.............TEMPLE OFFICE CLOSED: Presidents Day

Wed., February 21 ............7 pm | Executive Committee Meeting

Sat., February 24 ...............10:30 am | Purim Carnival Set-Up

Sun., February 25 .............10:30 am | Annual ST-KA Purim Carnival

Wed., February 28 ............   7 pm | Pints on Purim at Winking Lizard  
(25380 Miles Rd, Bedford Heights, OH 44146)

Mazal tov to our members who are 
celebrating milestone birthdays  

in February:
Lewis Goodman

Joan Gali
Tom Gerson

Susan Gordon-Merdler
Sue Hoffman

Lori Rosenberg
Mark Riley

Laurie Silver
Becky Streem

Mazal tov to our members who are 
celebrating a milestone anniversary  

in February:
Christine & James Berick (15 years)

Milestone birthday listings begin  
at age 50 and every five years afterward. 
All birthdays 100 and over are listed. 

Milestone anniversaries begin at ten years 
and continue every five years thereafter.

Milestone Birthdays
and Anniversaries

Remember ST-KA 
through a bequest 
or other charitable 

vehicle in your 
estate plan. 

Please contact  
Brett Shankman for 
more information.

1… 2… 3… or no trimesters
A Jewish Values Retreat 

For Everyone!

Celebrating Our Tent’s First Year
Punderson Manor

Saturday, April 21, 2018 (noon) –
Sunday, April 22, 2018 (noon)

 
$65 per adult* / $35 per kid

(includes all meals and accommodations)
RSVP to lifelonglearning@suburbantemple.org
or by calling the Temple office at 216.991.0700

 
*for double occupancy (single adult occupancy is $130)



Bimah Flowers and  
Oneg Shabbat Sponsors
On December 1, bimah flowers were 
gifts from Barbara and Irv Feldman  
in loving memory of Irmgard and  
Dr. Albert J. Baer.

On December 1, bimah flowers were 
gifts from Sue and Rudi Hoffman in 
loving memory of Florence Abramson.

On December 1, bimah flowers were 
gifts from the Richard Skall Family in 
loving memory of Terry Skall.

On December 8, bimah flowers were 
gifts from Judy and Don Jacobson.

On December 8, bimah flowers were 
gifts from the Ellen and Tom Weider in 
loving memory of Jacob Weider.

On December 15, Oneg was a gift from 
Susan and Bruce Long

On December 22, bimah flowers were 
gifts from Sara Stashower and Mark 
Heller in loving memory of David A. 
Heller.

On December 29, bimah flowers were 
gifts from Beth and Rand Curtiss in 
loving memory of Bertram S. Nusbaum, 
Cilla Nusbaum and Lois Silberman 
Nusbaum.

On December 29, bimah flowers and 
oneg were gifts from Jean and Lou 
Bloomkfield in loving memory of 
Maurine K. Schreiber and Sol 
Bloomfield.

On December 29, bimah flowers were 
gifts from Betsy and Michael 
Kasperek in loving memory of  
Dr. Joseph L. Friedman

In Memoriam
Dear Member
Elayne Marcus 
David Stashower

Dear Relative
Mark Hirschel
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Bimah Flower Fund
In loving memory of
 Florence Abramson
  Sue and Rudi Hoffman
 Irmgard and Dr. Albert J. Baer
  Barbara and Irv Feldman
  Maurine K. Schreiber and  

Sol Bloomfield
  Jean and Lou Bloomfield
 Terry Skall
  The Richard Skall Family
 David A. Heller
  Sara Stashower and Mark Heller
 Bertram S. Nusbaum
 Cilla Nusbaum
 Lois Silberman Nusbaum
  Beth and Rand Curtiss
 Jacob Weider
  Ellen and Tom Weider
 Dr. Joseph L. Friedman
  Betsy and Michael Kasperek

Curtiss Family Director’s  
Discretionary Fund
In loving memory of
 Sol Bloomfield
  Loree and Alan Resnik

Diane Scholnick Youth Leadership Fund
In loving memory of
 Ben and Leah Goldberg
  Michele and Jerry Goldberg

General Operating Fund
In loving memory of
 Harvey Actor
  Suzanne Herman
 Richard Katcher
  The Katcher Family
 Gerald Rubenstein
  Adrienne Sharp
In celebration of chanting Torah for Shabbat
 Lori Rosenberg
  Nancy and Adam Levin
In honor of his milestone birthday
 Dr. Richard Cohen
  Roberta and Dr. Stuart Sears

Landscaping Fund
  Laurel and Donald Kest

Our Tent / Education Fund
In honor of
 Rabbi Michael Oppenheimer
 Nancy Perillo
  Sue and Rudi Hoffman
In memory of
 Elka Czako
  Shellie and Mark Nyer
Acknowledging his teaching and talents
 Dave Aron
  Barbara and Irv Feldman

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In loving memory of
 Elka Czako
 Gerald Rubenstein
  Jan Lieblich
In appreciation of 
 Rabbi Allison Vann
  Abby and the Feldenkris Family

Rabbis Myron and Gladys Silverman 
Youth Activities Fund
In loving memory of
 Bernice Dworken Berkenfield
  Morton Dworken

We Gratefully Acknowledge the Following 
Contributions
Please consider making a contribution to Suburban Temple-Kol Ami to celebrate a special 
occasion, express gratitude or sympathy, or honor important accomplishments. A current 
list of Temple funds is available from the Temple office. Donations may be made online at 
www.suburbantemple.org. Donations listed below were received between December 1 and 
December 31, 2017. Please let us know of any errors or omissions.

Shabbat Acknowledgments
We are grateful to the following people who 
helped make our December worship 
services a beautiful experience.

Blessings: Jodi Ashby, Jean and Lou 
Bloomfield, Michelle Brown, Barbara 
Feldman, Tera, Landon and Ryla Madow

Torah Blessings: Linda Wolfe

Torah Reading: Lori Rosenberg

Announcements: Michelle Brown, Howard 
Feldenkris, Ginny Lehman, Dorothea Polster, 
Kim Rosner

Ushers: Jan Lieblich, Susan Gordon-
Merdler and Lyle Merdler, Flossy and Dennis 
Mitchell, Natalie and Richard Skall, Ellen and 
Tom Weider
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Follow us on social media:
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suburbantemple.org

@rabbivann

Join Reform OH for our first Northern Ohio Regional Gathering
Sunday, February 4 | 1-3 pm at Anshe Chesed Fairmount Temple

If it feels like the problems in our state are just too big and scary to begin solving, you are 
not alone. But, there is something you can do through the Jewish community to address the 

brokenness in our world. Let’s get organized, Jewish Ohio! 

Come together with fellow Reform Jews from across Northern Ohio to discuss how we can create  
an Ohio more filled with compassion, justice and peace. Gain skills in organizing and learn about  

action you can take with Reform Ohio.


