
December 2017

December Shabbat and 
Worship Calendar

Friday, December 1 | 6 pm

Kabbalat Shabbat Service with  
Torah reading. 

Friday, December 8 | 7:30 pm

Special Biennial Service. 
(please see ad on page 3)

Friday, December 15 | 6 pm

Kabbalat Shabbat Chanukah Service 
with Come Grow With Me! 

Friday, December 22 | 6 pm

Kabbalat Shabbat Service. 

Friday, December 29 | 6 pm

Kabbalat Shabbat Service. 

Keep In Touch With Us!
Please let us know when you, or 
someone you know, is hospitalized, 
ill, or bereaved, or would just enjoy a 
call from the rabbi or a member of 
the Caring Community. We also love 
hearing good news, such as a birth, 
engagement, marriage or other 
simcha! In order to better serve the 
congregation, please share this 
information with Rabbi Vann by 
calling the office at 216.991.0700, or 
by emailing Rabbi Vann directly at 
avann@suburbantemple.org.

Chanukah begins at sunset on December 12!

Chanukah commemorates the victory of the Maccabees over the 
Syrian Greek army and the subsequent miracle of rededicating the 

Temple in Jerusalem and restoring its menorah. The military victory 
restored religious freedom for the Israelites. The understood miracle of 
Chanukah is that only one vial of oil was found with just enough oil to 
illuminate the Temple lamp for one day, and yet it lasted for eight full 
days.

Beginning in 167 BCE, the Jews of Judea rose up in revolt against 
the oppression of King Antiochus IV Epiphanes of the Seleucid Empire. The military leader 
of this revolt was Judah the Maccabee, the eldest son of the priest Mattityahu (Mattathias). 
In the autumn of 164 BCE, Judah and his followers captured the Temple in Jerusalem, 
which had been turned into a pagan shrine. They purified it and rededicated it. This event 
was observed in an eight-day celebration. Many do not realize that this eight -day festival 
was originally patterned after Sukkot! It was only a much later tradition that ascribes the 
length of the festival to a miraculous small amount of oil that burned for eight days.

Did you know that Chanukah, or the Festival of Lights, is a late addition to the Jewish 
liturgical calendar? This has not stopped the eight-day festival from becoming wildly 
popular over the years! 

Let us take the joy and fun of Chanukah and add to it a measure of purpose. As the 
Temple was rededicated, so, too, let us rededicate ourselves during Chanukah, finding our 
own renewed sense of purpose and resolve. I share with you this original acrostic poem 
for inspiration in your personal journey: 

Create in us, O God, a sense of purpose

Help us to bring joy to our community

Awaken in us the longing to serve the disenfranchised, hurt, and in need

Nurture our souls; teach us to care for ourselves

Uplift us; remind us of our many blessings 

Kindle our passion for justice and action 

Awaken in us the need to fight for freedom for all 

Holiness is everywhere—remind us, O God. Be with us. 

Rabbi Allison Vann
avann@suburbantemple.org



 2

From Brett’s Desk:

I am writing my Bulletin 
article a week late. 

Yes, I’m past deadline. 
Happens sometimes. 
I’m happy though, 
because I want to take 
a few minutes to 
publicly say thank you 

to Kol Nashim: The Women of Suburban 
Temple-Kol Ami and their leadership for 
what has been a fabulous start to the 
2017-18 programming year

Last night, Kol Nashim again 
sponsored the Mandel JCC Book 
Festival, our speaker, Rabbi Alysa 
Mendelson, the program, the 
atmosphere, and the desserts were 
wonderful! This spirit of support and 
giving is central to all that Kol Nashim 
does on behalf of Suburban Temple-Kol 
Ami. Thank you to Susan Merdler, 
president of Kol Nashim, Ellen Weber, 
chair of the Book Festival program, the 
board, and all the Kol Nashim members 
who add so much to the vibrancy and 
energy here at ST-KA. If you haven’t 
made your membership gift to Kol 
Nashim, you can make it online …just 
visit our website.

Also, my annual reminder! End of 
year giving is here. Many of us will 
make end of year gifts to worthy 
charities this month as we look to take 
advantage of tax deductions. Please 
remember ST-KA as you think about 
your philanthropy. Gifts are always 
needed and I’m happy to discuss the 
best usage of them with you. Thanks for 
keeping us in mind.

B’shalom,

Brett Shankman, 
Executive Director
bshankman@suburbantemple.org

Happy Chanukah! 
We light the first candle on Tuesday, December 12. Candles are placed in the chanukiah (the 
Hebrew word for a Chanukah menorah) from right to left, but the candles are lit from left to 
right. First, light the shamash (the “helper” candle that is higher or lower than the other 
eight), then use it to kindle the rest of the candles. On Shabbat during Chanukah, this year 
on December 15, kindle the Chanukah lights first and then the Shabbat candles.

Below are the Chanukah blessings that are said or sung while lighting the chanukiah.

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav v’tsivanu  
l’hadlik ner shel Chanukah.

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who hallows us with mitzvot, 
commanding us to kindle the Chanukah lights.
 
 
Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, she-asah nisim laavoteinu  
bayamim hahaeim baz’man hazeh. 

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who performed wonderous deeds for 
our ancestors in days of old at this season.

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, shehecheyanu v’kiy’manu  
v’higianu laz’man hazeh. 

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, for giving us life, for sustaining us, and 
for enabling us to reach this season. 

EVERY NIGHT: 

FIRST NIGHT ONLY: 

Rabbi Vann and Rabbi Mendelson speaking 
about  ‘The Sacred Calling’ at this year’s 
Mandel JCC Book Festival.

Rabbi Vann, Helen Nagusky, 
Dorothea Polster and Andi 
Wasserman took a road trip 
down to Columbus on 
Wednesday, Oct 25 to 
participate in Reform Ohio’s 
first-ever Lobby Day. The 
mission of this outing was to 
urge lawmakers to make some 
significant changes in the 
state’s criminal justice system.

Reform Ohio Lobby Day

With Senators Eklund and Tavares



Lifelong Learning
For all programs listed below  
please RSVP to Robin Smith at 
216.991.0700 or at lifelonglearning@
suburbantemple.org

Menchkins
Sunday, December 3 | 9:15-10:30 am
Light up your imagination this 
Chanukah!
•  Make a holiday creation with artist

Mimi Becker

•  Learn about Chanukah with
fun stories

•  Enjoy FREE treats

Meet at Coffee Phix Café –  
4485 Mayfield Rd, South Euclid.

This program is free, thanks to a 
generous grant from the Jewish 
Education Center of Cleveland

Parent’s Night Out
Saturday, January 6 | 5–8 pm
You enjoy an evening out while  
your kids:
• Have a pizza dinner

• Do a craft

• Celebrate Havdalah

• Watch a movie

•  Have care provided by professionally
trained teachers!

$10 per child with a max of $25 for the 
whole evening!.

On Holy Grounds: Our Tent’s Tikkun 
Olam Coffee House Showcase
Sunday, January 14 | 10 am-noon
•  Brunch coffee house to celebrate our

first two trimesters of learning.

•  Learners’ art on display

•  Performances by those who took
Our Tent classes

•  Special presentations that honor our
Jewish values and the life of Martin
Luther King, Jr.

•  This is a session for Our Tent learners.
We invite the entire congregation to
experience an Our Tent morning!
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2018 Union for Reform  
Judaism Biennial Shabbat
Friday, December 8 | 7:30 pm

Please join us as we participate in the 2018 Union for Reform 
Judaism Biennial Shabbat. Approximately 5,000 Reform Jews will  

be gathered in Boston for the Biennial, including Rabbi Vann,  
Rabbi Shana, and our delegation of ST-KA congregants. The Shabbat 

service is always a highlight of the Biennial and we want to share it 
with ST-KA. We will be participating via livestream. The service begins 

at 7:30 pm. We hope to get a brief introduction from Rabbi Vann  
a few minutes before the service starts.

We will not hold services at 6 pm that evening. Names for Yahrzeit 
will be read from the bimah prior to the recitation of Kaddish.

For more information, please contact the office.

1… 2… 3… or no trimesters
A Jewish Values Retreat 

For Everyone!

Celebrating Our Tent’s First Year
Punderson Manor

Saturday, April 21, 2018 (noon) –
Sunday, April 22, 2018 (noon)

$65 per adult* / $35 per kid
(includes all meals and accommodations) 

RSVP to lifelonglearning@suburbantemple.org 
or by calling the Temple office at 216.991.0700

*for double occupancy (single adult occupancy is $130)



ST-KA Technology Update
ST-KA Joins AmazonSmile

Did you know that shopping on Amazon.
com can benefit ST-KA? We have signed 
up with AmazonSmile, which donates a 
small percentage of every purchase to 
our congregation. Please visit smile.
amazon.com and choose Suburban 
Temple-Kol Ami as your preferred charity. 
Then, change your Amazon bookmark to 
smile.amazon.com for future purchases! 
There is no extra cost to you and you 
can use your usual amazon.com 
account. Start at smile.amazon.com 
each time you shop! 

Live Streaming Service Information
Don’t forget, you can watch Kabbalat 
Shabbat services live (or recorded)  
on our website. Please visit  
www.suburbantemple.org and click  
on the live stream menu at the top.

WiFi For Everyone!
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami has WiFi 
available to all of our guests. If you have 
a WiFi capable device and wish to 
connect, simply use the guest password 
“Temple2016.”

Mazal Tov to Temple members, Neil 
Bloomberg and Anne Williams! Both 
of these wonderful folks earned seats in 
their respective communities on Election 
Day 2017. Neil is a new member of the 
South Euclid-Lyndhurst Board of 
Education and Anne continues to make 
a difference as member on the Shaker 
Heights City Council.

ST-KA members: The spotlight’s on 
you! We’d love to highlight your 
accomplishments, honors, and 
accolades in the monthly Bulletin and 
in the Temple Times. Send 
submissions to dhopkins@
suburbantemple.org. 
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Suburban 
Spotlight

Soon many of us will be lighting candles 
to observe and celebrate Chanukah, the 

Festival of Lights. We have the opportunity 
to take in the warmth of our family and 
friends each night of this eight-day holiday. 
Like Chanukah, Kol Nashim gives you the 
opportunity to add warmth, celebration and 
light to your life in the following ways:

1) Attend our annual congregational 
Chanukah Shabbat and dinner on Friday, 
December 15.  This festive evening brings 
together the peacefulness of Shabbat with 
the joy of Chanukah. Bring your Chanukiah 
aka Chanukah menorah to illuminate this 
special evening. 

2) Show Our Tent faculty how much they 
are appreciated and how grateful we are 
for their talent by writing writing notes of 
thanks on a specially created board to be 
shared at the Faculty Lunch on Sunday, 
December 17. 

3) Discuss  
Ishmael’s Oranges 
in our Book Club, 
on Thursday, 
December 21. 
Author Claire 
Hajaj tells the 
everyday story of 
the Israel-
Palestine conflict, 
presenting a new 
take on a familiar 

story: the way 
division affects real people and real 
families. This book was shortlisted for the 
Jewish Quarterly-Wingate Prize in 2016 and 
was a finalist for the Authors’ Club Best 
First Novel Award 2015. 
Your RSVP to Dale at dhopkins@

suburbantemple.org is appreciated by 
December 14. Our 7 pm discussion will be 
at Ellen Weber’s home; address and 
directions shared upon registration.

4) Consider becoming a member of Kol 
Nashim! Kol Nashim–The Women of 
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami supports our 
Temple by providing opportunities to share 
sisterhood and celebrate Judaism through 
friendship, learning, and Tikkun Olam 
(“repair of the world”).

5) Circle Sunday, January 21, 2018 on your 
calendar for a Rosh Chodesh Shevat 
program from 12:30-2 pm at an as-yet-to-
be-determined Mayfield Heights 
establishment. Let’s create a terrarium in 
honor of Tu B’Shevat (Jewish Arbor Day) 
with help from “The Planting Party” expert. 
Succulents and air plants are used for easy 
care for even the inexperienced gardener. 
Lunch is on your own and can be enjoyed 
during the class. The cost is $21 payable 
upon registration. RSVP to Dale at before 
January 7 if you plan to be with us. 

6) Baking, Cooking and Serving dinner 
at Calvary Church on Wednesday, January 
24 at 4 pm. 

7) Take part in our Women’s Shabbat 
Service and congregational dinner on 
Friday, February 2. We welcome your 
participation in this extraordinary evening be 
it reading in English or Hebrew. Let Dale 
know at dhopkins@suburbantemple.org 
you would like to be a part of this service 
before January 12.

8) Get to know others by attending 
Shabbat Services

For more information about these eight 
lights, visit our website’s calendar (www.
suburbantemple.org/calendar), our 
Facebook page (www.facebook.com/
suburbantemple) have a look at the weekly 
Temple Times, or contact Dale in the office 
at 216-991-0700.

Hope your Holidays are full of laughter, 
love and latkes!

Susan Gordon Merdler
Kol Nashim President
STKAKolNashim@gmail.com

Greetings from Kol Nashim!
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Mazal tov to our members who  
are celebrating milestone  
birthdays in December:

Janet Century
Dick Cohen
Bonnie Dick

Ned Grossman
Jeff Weiler

Mazal tov to our members who  
are celebrating milestone  

Anniversaries in December:

Helen Bell & David Goodman (25 yrs)
Helen & David Nagusky (55 yrs)

Milestone birthday listings begin  
at age 50 and every five years afterward. 
All birthdays 100 and over are listed. 

Milestone anniversaries begin at ten years 
and continue every five years thereafter.

Milestone Birthdays
and Anniversaries

December Programs, Events, and Meetings
Torah study meets every Saturday morning from 9:15-10:15 am. Join Rabbi Vann in the 
Gries Library for bagels and open discussion about the Torah.

Sun., Dec. 3 .......................  9:15 am | Menchkins: Holiday art at Coffee Phix Café 
1 pm | Camp Fair (Rollhouse Entertainment,  
33185 Bainbridge Road, Solon, OH 44139  
RSVP at www.jewishcleveland.org) 
5 pm | Vintage Chanukah

Sun., Dec. 10 .....................12 pm | Faculty Meeting / JESP

Mon., Dec. 11 ....................7 pm | Board of Trustees meeting 

Tues., Dec. 12 ...................  FIRST NIGHT OF CHANUKAH 
7 pm | Kolot Kol Ami rehearsal

Wed., Dec. 13 ....................  5:30 pm | Finance Committee meeting 
7 pm | Development Committee meeting

Thurs., Dec. 14..................5:30 pm | Tikkun Olam Committee meeting

Fri., Dec. 15 .......................7 pm | Congregational Chanukah Dinner

Sun., Dec. 17 .....................12 pm | Faculty Chanukah Lunch

Mon., Dec. 18 ....................CLEAN UP WEEK AT ST-KA! (see note below)

Thurs., Dec. 21..................  7 pm | Kol Nashim Book Club: Ishmael’s Oranges  
by Claire Hajaj

Sun., Dec. 24 .....................NO OUR TENT CLASSES

Mon., Dec. 25 ....................OFFICES CLOSED

Sun., Dec. 31 .....................NO OUR TENT CLASSES

CLEANING WEEK
Clean up week – The week of December 18, our staff will be 
working on files and doing general cleaning around the building. 
During this week, the phones may be answered less frequently, 
you may need to leave a voicemail, and we may not be as 
prompt to respond to e-mails. We appreciate your understanding. 

For emergencies, Rabbi Vann can be reached at 210.559.9514, 
Brett Shankman at 216.536.2309, and Rabbi Shana at 
703.403.1948.

Remember ST-KA 
through a bequest 
or other charitable 

vehicle in your 
estate plan. 

Please contact  
Brett Shankman for 
more information.



Shabbat Acknowledgments
We are grateful to the following people 
who helped make our October worship 
services a beautiful experience.

Blessings: Noreen Bertman,  
Tom Gerson, Gabe, Jonah, Rebecca 
and Leo Reyzis, Amy and Dan Richards

Torah Blessings: Our Tent adult 
learners

Announcements: Dan Keller,  
Susan Gordon Merdler, Dan Richards, 
Kim Rosner

Ushers: Noreen Bertman, Rene Klein, 
Jan Lieblich, Karen Shapiro

Bimah Flowers and  
Oneg Shabbat Sponsors
On October 20, bimah flowers were 
gifts from Tom Gerson in loving 
memory of Eleanor Gerson.

On October 20, bimah flowers were 
gifts from Francine and Benson 
Pilloff in loving memory of Lillian Pilloff.

On October 20, bimah flowers were 
gifts from Lori Rosenberg in loving 
memory of Murray Rosenberg.

On October 27, bimah flowers were 
gifts from Barbara Andelman in loving 
memory of Eleanor Jeanne Andelman.

On October 27, bimah flowers were 
gifts from Marjorie Grodin in loving 
memory of William A. Grodin.

On October 27, bimah flowers were 
gifts from Natalie and Richard Skall 
in loving memory of Edith Miller Lyons.

In Memoriam
Dear Member
Lucille “Cele” Heflich

Dear Relative
Clyde E. Buzzard, Jr.
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Bimah Flower Fund

In loving memory of

Eleanor Jeanne Andelman
Barbara Andelman

Eleanor Gerson
Tom Gerson

William A. Grodin
Marjorie Grodin

Lillian Pilloff
Francine and Benson Pilloff

Murray Rosenberg
Lori Rosenberg

Edith Miller Lyons
Natalie and Richard Skall

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

In appreciation of

Rabbi Vann and the ST-KA Community
Jean Heflich

We Gratefully Acknowledge the Following 
Contributions
Please consider making a contribution to Suburban Temple-Kol Ami to celebrate a special 
occasion, express gratitude or sympathy, or honor important accomplishments. A current 
list of Temple funds is available from the Temple office. Donations may be made online at 
www.suburbantemple.org. Donations listed below were received between October 1 and 
October 31, 2017. Please let us know of any errors or omissions.

Are you 70½? Have 
you considered a 
charitable IRA 
rollover? A gift to 
ST-KA will strengthen 
the Temple and may 
provide you with a 
tax benefit*.  

Contact Brett Shankman 
for more information. 

* Always discuss gift planning and 
distributions with your financial 
planner and tax advisor.
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Light these Lights! 
A Chanukah Celebration

Friday, December 15 | 6 pm
Shabbat Service joined by

Come Grow With Me! 

RSVP by noon on Friday, Dec. 8  
to dhopkins@suburbantemple.org  

or call 216.991.0700.

The cost is $14 per person/$42 
maximum per household; however,  

if you are a Come Grow With Me! family, 
the cost is $18 for your family, thanks to 

funding provided for CGWM!

Special thanks to Kol Nashim: The Women of 
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami for helping to sponsor 

our Chanukah celebration.


