April 2018

April Shabbat and
Worship Calendar
Friday, April 6 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service with Torah
reading and Kolot Kol Ami congregational
choir
Friday, April 13 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Come Grow With Me! Shabbat
Friday, April 20 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Friday, April 27 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Saturday, April 28 | 10:30 am
Bar Mitzvah: Eli Silver

Mazal Tov
Eli Silver, son of Drs.
Laurie and Richard
Silver, and brother of
Temple members
Galen and Joshua
Silver, will celebrate
his Bar Mitzvah on
Saturday, April 28 at
10:30 am. Mazal tov to the whole family!

Keep In Touch With Us!
Please let us know when you, or
someone you know, is hospitalized, ill,
or bereaved, or would just enjoy a call
from the rabbi or a member of the
Caring Community. We also love
hearing good news, such as a birth,
engagement, marriage or other simcha!
In order to better serve the
congregation, please share this
information with Rabbi Vann by calling
the office at 216.991.0700, or by
emailing Rabbi Vann directly at
avann@suburbantemple.org.

Mark Your Calendars: Mitzvah Day is May 6

T

he Jewish value of working to make
all lives better is very important. We
strive to do this every day. On Mitzvah
Day, we gather to do this as a a
community with hands on projects to
strengthen our congregation, lend help
to others, and care for our community.
Together, we repair the world.
Think about what an impact just a few hours of work can
have when we serve and advocate for the community
around us. One of last year’s team leaders, Kelley Ryan,
also a member of the Tikkun Olam committee, remarked,
“Effort, even in small doses, can make a big impact.”
Last years’ Mitzvah Day was a huge
success. Greg Passov, member of the
Tikkun Olam committee, also
spearheaded the group that went to
the Kosher Food Bank last year. At the
Kosher Food Bank they assembled
bags of fresh produce, dry and
canned goods that are delivered to
hundreds of families each week.
About the experience he says, “What
a great day we had. The weather was
good, there were plenty of volunteers and
because of that we finished early enough for
some of us to go back to temple and help on
the grounds. I don’t recall the number of bags
we assembled, but it was in the hundreds. In
reflection, it was one of the most fulfilling days
of my year. Such a great feeling, knowing that
we touched so many people with our efforts!”
This year, join in projects at the Kids Book
Bank, Kosher Food Pantry, visits to the elderly,
and projects at Suburban Temple- Kol Ami,
such as landscape clean-up, assembling
toiletry kits for struggling families—and more.
Please know that some of our projects
have limited space! Registration begins
for Mitzvah day on April 1, and can be
found on our website: www.
suburbantemple.org.
We look forward to seeing YOU on
Mitzvah Day!
Rabbi Allison Vann
avann@suburbantemple.org

Pictures of 2017 Mitzvah Day

From Brett’s Desk:

E

very month I write
a brief column for
the Bulletin. It is often
related to the seasons,
upcoming
programming, or
something that I hope
will inspire you to
increase your participation in Temple
programming, make an increased
philanthropic gift, or perhaps just a
thought.
This month, I want to say thank you to
Rabbi Shana and the Lifelong Learning
Committee. When you read this, the first
three trimesters of Our Tent will have
ended. YES, the retreat is only a few
weeks away (REGISTER NOW if you
haven’t yet!)
Rabbi Shana asked me if I wanted to
teach a class. After some thinking, I
suggested teaching a class on the
Yiddish short stories of Isaac Bashevis
Singer. It’s been a lot of fun engaging
with my class as we discussed the
author, his themes, and began to
understand a bit of the influence that
Eastern European culture and Yiddish
played in his writings. Thanks to the Our
Tent program and my students for
allowing me to stretch my wings a bit
and to go on this journey with me.
If you weren’t sure about Our Tent and
didn’t take a class this year, I strongly
encourage it! Rabbi Shana has put
together a terrific program of youth
education, adult education, and
intergenerational learning. Before you
know it, registration will be open for the
Fall trimester.
Please join the incredible kehillah,
community, that has been created on
Sunday mornings. I know that you too
will say “Thanks.”
B’shalom,
Brett Shankman,
Executive Director
bshankman@suburbantemple.org

From The Board Of Directors

S

ince March 2017, Matt Lehman and I
have been fellows in a board member
leadership program, through the Legacy
Heritage Foundation called OnBoard.
OnBoard, structured for small to medium
sized Jewish organizations in Northeastern
Ohio, has brought together board members
from a variety of organizations to learn with
and from each other. Our educational
seminars, held at the DoubleTree in
Beachwood, have provided stimulating
learning and discussion opportunities
around topics such as board leadership,
budget, strategic plans, and fundraising.
This past February our educational seminar
took us to Israel where we met a variety of
individuals and non-profit organizations that
are quietly making an impact on Israeli
society.
As part of our involvement with OnBoard,
both Matt and I have taken on projects that
will advance or highlight Suburban Temple –
Kol Ami. The project I choose was to create
an initiative that highlights the spiritual needs
of the LGBTQ community. Reaching Out:
Spirituality and the LGBTQ Community
will be a three-day, four-event community
initiative. Included in this initiative will be a
daylong professional education program for
healthcare professionals, an all faiths clergy
breakfast, Pride Shabbat service and a

Lori Rosenberg and Matt Lehman

Havdalah ceremony. You can learn more
about these programs on the temple
website or through our Reaching Out
Facebook group. Please mark your
calendars for June 7, 8 and 9 and plan to
attend one or more of these events.
Like many of our temple events, they are
stronger with involvement from our
congregational family. With this in mind, as
the event draws closer we will have many
volunteer opportunities where you can
engage behind the scenes or with our
guests and visitors. While this is an initiative
of the temple it is not a part of our annual
budget, and we will be grateful for any
financial support or in-kind donations.
Please contact Lori Rosenberg at
216.556.4070 or at reachingout@
suburbantemple.org to learn more.
– Lori Rosenberg

s
l age
for al
ts,
g
x
n
i
s, te
e
Learn
m
a
ape
gh g
throu some esc
e
an aw tivity
ac
m
roo
ore!
and m

Take
a bre
ak an
a bre
dt
with y ath for 24 ake
our Te
h
mple ours
famil
y

ure,
e nat d
r
o
l
p
to ex
s, an
Time
friend und
h
t
i
w
out
s aro
hang oy s’more firepit.
j
en
the

Punderson Manor

There
w
learn ill be sing
ing,
ing, e
ating
celeb
,
ra
and s ting
o mu
ch m
ore!

Saturday, April 21, 2018 (noon) to Sunday, April 22, 2018 (noon)
$65 per adult* / $35 per kid (includes all meals and accommodations)
RSVP to lifelonglearning@suburbantemple.org
or by calling the Temple office at 216.991.0700
This program is made possible by a generous grant from The Retreat Institute and
The Jewish Education Center of Cleveland

*for double occupancy (single adult occupancy is $130)
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From our Director of Lifelong Learning

Lifelong Learning

Celebrating Israel’s Birthday
April 19 is Yom
Ha’atzma’ut, Israeli
Independence Day, and
we will celebrate
Israel’s 70th birthday! In
preparation for this
milestone occasion, I
wanted to share with
you this story about the founding of our
modern homeland. It is not too well-known,
although you might have heard me tell it
before, and no one is sure if it is true, but it is
one of my favorites nevertheless! Enjoy!

L

egend has it that just a few hours before
Theodor Herzl was to convene the First
Zionist Congress in Basel, Switzerland in
August 1897 in the hopes of creating a
modern Jewish Homeland in Israel he
realized that he did not have a flag for his
new country. If the Jewish people were to
have a country of their own, they would
need a flag. Every country had a flag after
all. But what would be the design of such a
flag for this new country? And where in the
city of Basel could they find it?
With the meeting beginning and the room
filling up with important leaders, Herzl had
much to do. He turned to his friend David
Wolfson and asked him to find a flag for the
new Jewish country. Wolfson ran up and
down the boulevards and avenues of the
city looking for something that could be
used for a flag. He worried – what color
should it be? What symbol should it have?
And where was he going to find it in the few
minutes he had before the meeting began?
Wolfson loved Herzl and he loved Herzl’s
dream of a new Jewish country. He didn’t
want to fail in his mission or make a mistake,
but he was running out of time. There was
no flag to be found, and in the summertime

heat he was growing very tired. He found a
small synagogue on one of the streets in
Basel, and he decided to stop there for a
moment of rest.
As Wolfson was sitting in the synagogue,
the rabbi came by to greet him and asked
him if he needed help. Wolfson explained
his mission. The rabbi listened with
sympathy. “I’m sorry,” he said, “but I have
no material for a flag here in the synagogue.
All I have is this tallit which we wear when
we pray.”
Wolfson’s eyes grew wide with wonder. Of
course!!! What better flag for the Jewish
country!?! For more than eighteen hundred
years, Jews had wrapped themselves in a
tallit and prayed, asking God to bring them
home to their ancient land as a free people.
What better flag for the Jewish people!?!
Wolfson asked for the tallit, a white tallit with
two blue stripes on either end. To transform
the tallit into a flag, he removed the tzittzit, the
holy fringes. Then Wolfson took out his
fountain pen, and between the blue stripes,
he carefully drew a six-pointed star, the
Magen David, the legendary shield of King
David – a reminder for all that this modern
country was founded on an ancient promise.
Wolfson ran back to the meeting hall. Just
before Herzl called the First Zionist
Congress to order, Wolfson unfurled his new
flag. The leaders and dignitaries of Jewish
communities from all over the world stood
and applauded the new flag. And fifty-one
years later, in 1948, when the State of Israel
was established and Herzl’s dreams fulfilled,
Wolfson’s flag was declared the flag of the
State of Israel.
Rabbi Shana Nyer
snyer@suburbantemple.org

Our Tent Spring Adult Ed. Classes
Three Different Classes, Three Different
Topics. Come to One, Come to Some,
Come to All!
Classes Are:
April 11 – Aging: Is it Just
Forgetfulness or Should I Be
Worried? (For those who are aging or
have aging loved ones) With Rabbi
Shana and educators from the
Alzheimer’s Association
May 10 – Jewish Spiritual Parenting:
Raising a Mensch – It is the hardest
job and the greatest privilege: Come
learn what Judaism teaches us about
being parents and raising kids in today’s
world. With Rabbi Vann and Rabbi
Shana
June 13 – Mental Illness: Ending the
Stigma through Understanding – with
Rabbi Vann, Rabbi Shana and Deena
Nyer Mendlowitz
Come Grow With Me Shabbat
Friday, April 13 | 6pm
• Fun Interactive service
for newborns – 2nd
graders and their
families with Rabbi
Shana and Lauren
Smith
• 3rd – 7th graders and
their families join Rabbi
Vann for services in the
Sanctuary
• FREE dinner for
everyone!
The evening is free and open to the
community so invite your friends with
Jewish children. RSVP to Robin Smith at
216.991.0700 or at rsmith@
suburbantemple.org.

ADULT EDUCATION | APRIL 11 AT 7:00 PM
Aging: Is it Just Forgetfulness
or Should I be Worried?
Join us for Adult Education where the topic is something we will
all experience, but didn’t learn in school—Aging: Is it Just
Forgetfulness or Should I be Worried?
There is no cost to attend, but please RSVP to Robin Smith by
Monday, April 9 at rsmith@suburbantemple.org or 216.991.0700
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ST-KA Technology Update

Greetings from Kol Nashim!

ST-KA Joins AmazonSmile

Did you know that shopping on Amazon.
com can benefit ST-KA? We have signed
up with AmazonSmile, which donates a
small percentage of every purchase to
our congregation. Please visit smile.
amazon.com and choose Suburban
Temple-Kol Ami as your preferred charity.
Then, change your Amazon bookmark to
smile.amazon.com for future purchases!
There is no extra cost to you and you
can use your usual amazon.com
account. Start at smile.amazon.com
each time you shop!
Live Streaming Service Information
Don’t forget, you can watch Kabbalat
Shabbat services live (or recorded)
on our website. Please visit
www.suburbantemple.org and click
on the live stream menu at the top.
WiFi For Everyone!
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami has WiFi
available. If you have a WiFi capable
device and wish to connect, simply use
the guest password “Temple2016.”

Suburban
Spotlight
ST-KA members: The spotlight’s on
you! We’d love to highlight your
accomplishments, honors, and
accolades in the monthly Bulletin and
in the Temple Times. Send
submissions to dhopkins@
suburbantemple.org.

In Memoriam
Dear Relatives
Eunice Leizman
Annette Lusher
Arthur Edward Pape
David Wolinsky

Hello from Kol Nashim!

O

ur Women’s Seder, ably chaired by
Nancy Huntsman, allowed us to
prepare for Passover through the foods,
customs and traditions of days gone by
along with laughter, friendship, music and a
renewed sense of spirituality. As we begin
this month asking the traditional four
questions of Passover, perhaps there is
room for a few more questions in which Kol
Nashim has the answers:

How can I share my opinion and hear
others?
Our book
discussion will
take a break for
summertime
reading, but not
before our last
book discussion
on Thursday,
May 17. Our
book, Moonglow:
A Novel by
Pulitzer Prizewinning author
Michael Chabon is a novel of truth
and lies, family legends, and existential
adventure-and the forces that work to
destroy us. Moonglow unfolds as the
deathbed confession of a man the narrator
refers to only as “my grandfather.” It is a tale
of madness, of war and adventure, of sex
and marriage and desire, of existential
doubt and model rocketry, of the shining
aspirations and demonic underpinnings of
American technological accomplishment at
mid-century, and, above all, of the

destructive impact—and the creative
power—of keeping secrets and telling lies. It
is a portrait of the difficult but passionate
love between the narrator’s grandfather and
his grandmother, an enigmatic woman
broken by her experience growing up in wartorn France. Join us at the home of Sherry
and Garry Dinner at 7 pm for this riveting
discussion.
How can I see creativity through the
talent of an artist?
Our end of the year (as defined by the fiscal
year June through July) event is
Sunday, May 20. See the ad below for more.
How can I do something that helps
others and myself?
Janet Lieblich and Ellen Weber welcome you
to dinner at New Life Calvary Church on
Wed. May 23. We do the cooking, baking,
setting tables, welcoming and serving dinner
others. This tikkun olam event truly brings a
smile to those receiving and giving.
How can I be involved?
We welcome and encourage your
participation in any of the aforementioned
programs, just let us know what you plan to
attend by contacting Dale in the office at
216.991.0700 at least three days prior to
event date.
For more information about Kol Nashim or
our events, visit our website’s calendar
(www.suburbantemple.org/calendar) or our
FB page (www.facebook.com/
suburbantemple/)
For more information about membership
or an event please contact Susan at
STKAKolNashim@gmail.com.
Susan Gordon Merdler
Kol Nashim President
STKAKolNashim@gmail.com

Kol Nashim Spring Tea | Sunday, May 20 at 1:30pm
Meet glass artist Shayna Roth Pentecost
Shayna will talk about her journey to become a
glass artist and glassmaking techniques. Some of
her work will be for sale with a portion of the
proceeds going to Kol Nashim.
Cost to attend is $10.00. Light refreshments
will be served.
Please RSVP to Dale Hopkins at 216.991.0700
or dhopkins@suburbantemple.org by
Friday, May 11, 2018.
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April Programs, Events, and Meetings
Torah study meets every Saturday morning from 9:15-10:15 am. Join Rabbi Vann in the
Gries Library for bagels and open discussion about the Torah.
Fri., April 6...................Temple Office Closed for Passover
PASSOVER ENDS AT SUNDOWN
Wed., April 11.............5:30 pm | Development Committee Meeting
7 pm | Adult Education – Aging: Is It Forgetfulness
or Should I Be Worried?
Thurs., April 12...........YOM HASHOAH
5:30 pm | Tikkun Olam Meeting
Sun., April 15..............9:30 am | New to You Auction and Bagel Brunch
Mon., April 16.............7 pm | Board of Trustees Meeting

Milestone Birthdays
and Anniversaries
Mazal tov to our members who are
celebrating milestone birthdays
in April:
Thomas Galvin
Jane Grossman
Andrew Margolius
Richard Rabb
Jane Silverman
Mazal tov to our members who are
celebrating milestone anniversaries
in April:
Judy & Gary Rand (50 years)

Wed., April 18.............YOM HAZIKARON
Thurs., April 19...........YOM HAATZMA’UT
Sat., April 21...............12 pm | Jewniversal Studios: A Jewish Values Retreat
to Sun., April 22
(Punderson Manor)
Thurs., April 26...........5:30 pm | Tikkun Olam Meeting
7 pm | Executive Committee Meeting

New to You Auction
& Bagel Brunch!

Milestone birthday listings begin
at age 50 and every five years afterward.
All birthdays 100 and over are listed.
Milestone anniversaries begin at ten years
and continue every five years thereafter.

Remember ST-KA
through a bequest
or other charitable
vehicle in your
estate plan.
Please contact
Brett Shankman for
more information.

Sunday, April 15 | 10:00 am
Come and bid on some AMAZING treasures donated by our members:
Art, books, decorative items, jewelry, ritual items, serving pieces, toys
and games. Cost: $6 for STKA members, $8 for guests
If you have any items in good condition you would like to donate, bring
them to the temple by Monday, April 9.
RSVP to dhopkins@suburbantemple.org by Monday, April 9.
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Shabbat Acknowledgments
We are grateful to the following people
who helped make our February worship
services a beautiful experience.
Women’s Shabbat Speaker: Deena
Nyer Mendlowitz
Adult B’not Mitzvah Class of 2018:
Gina Ashby, Heidi Cofsky, Emily Gusky,
Susan Hirsch, Nancy Huntsman, Nancy
Perillo, Svetlana Pundik and Terry
Solomon
Our Tent Fourth Grade Class: Jake
Clellen, Mason Keller, Lucas Perillo,
Mackenzie and Parker Jacob Ryan
Blessings: Adult B’not Mitzvah Class of
2018, Tom Gerson, Susan Hirsch, Sue
Hoffman
Torah Blessings: Linda Wolfe
Shabbat Participants: Amy Bloomberg,
Michelle Brown, Sherry Dinner, Sue
Hoffman,
Tina Keller, Jan Lieblich, Debra Light,
Maria Litt, Susan Gordon Merdler, Flossy
Mitchell, Shellie Nyer, Lori Rosenberg,
Ellyn Ross, Karen Shapiro, Lauren Smith,
Ellen Weber, Linda Wolfe
Kolot Kol Ami: Amy Bloomberg, Nancy
Huntsman, Janice Katz, Natalie Skall,
Lauren Smith, Linda Wolfe
Announcements: Bruce Sherman, Lori
Rosenberg, Kim Rosner, Sandy Shapiro
Ushers: Lesly Kohner, Debra Light,
Natalie and Richard Skall

Bimah Flowers and Oneg
Shabbat Sponsors
On February 2, bimah flowers were gifts
from Barbara and Irv Feldman in loving
memory of Ida W. Baer.
On February 2, bimah flowers were gifts
from Susan Gordon Merdler and Lyle
Merdler in honor of Susan’s and her
sister Debbie’s milestone birthdays.
On February 2, the oneg was a gift from
Ellyn Ross in in loving memory of Hinda
Hermia Massey and Alan S. Massey.
On February 16, bimah flowers were gifts
from Tom Gerson in loving memory of
Meyer Gerson, Jr.
On February 23, bimah flowers were gifts
from Maxine Singer and Peter
Hochberg in loving memory of Sidney
Robert Duke.
On February 23, bimah flowers were gifts
from the Sue and Rudi Hoffman in
loving memory of Bernard Abramson.
On February 23, the oneg was a gift from
James Lowe in loving memory of Betty
Lowe Beedle.
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We Gratefully Acknowledge the Following
Contributions
Please consider making a contribution to Suburban Temple-Kol Ami to celebrate a special
occasion, express gratitude or sympathy, or honor important accomplishments. A current
list of Temple funds is available from the Temple office. Donations may be made online at
www.suburbantemple.org. Donations listed below were received between February 1 and
February 28, 2018. Please let us know of any errors or omissions.
B’nai Mitzvah Support Fund
In honor of becoming Bat Mitzvah
Gina Ashby
Cheryl and Norman Gutmacher
	
The Adult B’not Mitzvah Group of 2018
		Debra Light and Bruce Sherman
Bimah Flower Fund
In loving memory of
Bernard Abramson
		 Sue and Rudi Hoffman
Ida W. Baer
		 Barbara and Irv Feldman
Sidney Robert Duke
		 Maxine Singer and Peter Hochberg
Meyer Gerson, Jr.
		Tom Gerson
In honor of their milestone birthdays
	
Susan Gordon Merdler and her sister
Debbie Salzman
		Susan Gordon Merdler and Lyle Merdler
Book of Life
In loving memory of
Elise Rosenberg
		Lori Rosenberg
Curtiss Family Director’s
Discretionary Fund
In loving memory of
Herman Resnik
		Loree and Alan Resnik
Diane Scholnick Youth Leadership Fund
In honor of becoming Bat Mitzvah
Gina Ashby
		Pam George and Michael Richards
		Nessa Siegal
Library Fund
In memory of
Marcia Levine
		Robin Smith
Oneg Shabbat Fund
In loving memory of
Betty Lowe Beedle
		James Lowe
	
Hinda Hermia Massey and Alan S.
Massey
		Ellyn Ross
Operating Fund
In loving memory of
Louis and Enid Hexter
		Ralph Hexter
Stanley W. Kohn
		Patti Ferris

Marcia Levine
		Ann and Jerry Levison, Amy and David
Levison, and Michael Levison and Jill
McCready
		Nachama Moskowitz
Arthur Edward Pape
		 Karen and Sandy Shapiro
Our Tent
In honor of becoming Bat Mitzvah
Emily Gusky
		Jim Gusky
		 Karen and Dale Nash
Nancy Huntsman
		Robin Holzman
In loving memory of
Marcia Levine
		Anonymous
In honor of their birthdays
	
Susan Gordon Merdler and Deborah
Salzman
		Ellyn Ross
In honor of receiving the Distinguished
Educator Award
Nachama Moskowitz
		Debra Light and Bruce Sherman
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Dr. David and Anne Flamm
In loving memory of
Rebecca Gerdy Berick
		 James and Christine Berick
Natalie Levy
		Dorothea Polster
In appreciation of
	
Rabbi Vann, Rabbi Nyer and Brett
Shankman
		Sara Stashower
Stashower Family Garden Fund
In loving memory of
David L. Stashower
		 Susan and William Alcorn
		 Barbara and Irv Feldman
		Nina Holiday
		 Ginny and Dennis Lehman
		 Mary and Mark Millar
		 Joan and John Pistone
		 Amy and Ken Rogat
		 Kathy and Daryl Ross
		 Lauren and Steve Spillman
Strengthening STKA Annual Appeal Fund
In loving memory of
Marcia Levine
		 Barbara and Irv Feldman
James E. Shuck
		 Linda and Jerry Shuck
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STAFF

Allison Vann, Rabbi
Eric J. Bram, D.D., z”l (2002-2010)
Michael A. Oppenheimer, D.D., Rabbi Emeritus (1976-2002)
Myron Silverman, D.D., z”l (1949-1976)
Brett Shankman, Executive Director
Rabbi Shoshana Nyer, Director of Lifelong Learning

O F F I C E RS

Kimberly Rosner, President
Matt Lehman, Vice-President
Ronni Bialosky, Vice-President
Jonathan Litt, Secretary
Michelle S. Brown, Treasurer
Sara E. Stashower, Immediate Past President

Follow us on social media:
www.facebook.com/
suburbantemple.org
@rabbivann

LEARNING SHABBAT | May 4 at 6pm
Celebrate 70 years of Suburban Temple-Kol Ami at our special learning Shabbat!

Rabbi Vann will bless congregants who’ve been part of the family
for 50 years or more as well as our founding members.
Join us for a light supper and learning about the
history of Reform Judaism, presented by Rabbi
Vann, after the service.
The Shabbat service will be delivered in a classical
Reform style with music specially chosen by Cantor
Dave Malecki and performed by Kolot Kol Ami.

Please RSVP to Dale Hopkins at
dhopkins@suburbantemple.org or
216.991.0700 by Tuesday, May 1
if you would like to attend the
post-Shabbat dinner and class.

