November 2016

November Shabbat and
Worship Calendar
Friday, November 4 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat service with Torah
Reading and Kolot Kol Ami Choir. Vintage
Suburban will participate in the service.

The communal baruch, blessing, is our gift

R

abbi Joel Lurie Grishaver, a writer, teacher and publisher,
wrote this poem with his students many years ago:

Like jumping into a pool, saying baruch
shocks you into paying attention.

Friday, November 11 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service.

Like jumping into a pool, saying baruch
immerses you totally.

Friday, November 18 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service.
Come Grow With Me! Shabbat.

Like jumping into a pool, saying baruch
forces you to find a way (back) up.

Friday, November 25 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service.

Pet Blessing
Sunday, November 6 | 11:30 am
Judaism values the lives of all living creatures and teaches us to care for our animals. For many, pets are part of the family.
Bring your dogs, cats and other pets (on
leashes or in cages) to the Temple for a
special service, blessing and certificate.
Additionally, we will also honor and care for
our animal by bringing donations for
Rescue Village. Please visit www.geaugahumane.org/shelter-wishlist for their wishlist.

Calvary Church Supper
For more than 20 years, Suburban
Temple-Kol Ami members have been
cooking and serving meals at Calvary
Church at 79th and Euclid Ave. The next
dinner is scheduled for Wednesday,
November 23. We need volunteers from
4–6:30 pm to set up, serve the guests,
and clean up. To sign up please contact:
Sandy Lusher-Waterhouse (spruce50@
gmail.com or 440.498.8282).

Like jumping into a well, saying baruch
can really wake you up.
Like drinking from a well, saying baruch
brings you something from The Source.
Like drinking from a well, saying baruch
refreshes and renews you.
Like drinking from a well, saying baruch
is something you need.
Like drinking from a well, saying baruch
is a reward.
As usual, our children have much to teach us. The power of prayer, in its’
many forms, brings so much to our lives. In this poem, the students explore
the many ways saying baruch, bless, fulfills, uplifts, and adds depth and
meaning to our lives.
As we leave the High Holy Day season let’s hold on to the lessons learned
through our many utterances of baruch. May we continue to feel the nourishment of their reward.
The rabbis of old challenged us to say 100 blessings a day; this challenge
was to encourage us to be mindful, always, of the world around us. As we go
through each week, may we be inspired to say baruch many times, to wake
up, to be refreshed, to pay attention, and more.
And, so, too, may we come together each week, joined together in our
prayers on Shabbat, knowing that the reward, the renewal, the communal
baruch, Shabbat, is our gift.
Rabbi Allison Vann
avann@suburbantemple.org

A Prayer for our Nation

I

share this poem, knowing that it will
be “out of date” before the month is
complete. Yet, I know that this election
cycle is too difficult, too vitriolic not to
address.
It’s our duty, as Americans, and as
Jews, to vote. With the election looming in the news as a consistent top
headline, it’s hard to believe that in the
end, a small percentage of the country
will actually vote!
As I—and we—recognize the depth
of emotion in this election, I bring you
an excerpt of this reading for election
day by Alden Solovy. Even as our
nation has been at such odds during
the campaign, may there be a time
when we, and our leadership, will
come together, and when our country
will serve as a light for freedom and
peace for all.
For Wisdom During
U.S. Presidential Elections
Grant wisdom and courage to voters
To select a visionary President
And steadfast leaders,
People who will serve our citizens,
And all who reside within our borders,
With honor and integrity
To forge a flourishing and peaceful
future.
Bless our future President with
Wisdom and strength,
Fortitude and insight,
Balanced by a deep humanity
And a love of peace,
Leading us to a time
When liberty and equality will
Reign supreme throughout the land.
G-d of Truth,
Source and Shelter,
Grant safety and security to all
nations,
So that truth and harmony will resound
From the four corners of the earth.
Let the light of our U.S. democracy
Shine brightly,
A beacon of hope
For every land and every people.
Rabbi Allison Vann
avann@suburbantemple.org
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From our President:

I am Thankful For

I

grew up in a small
town in northeast
Pennsylvania, where
there were definitely
more dairy cows than
people. Still, there were
a few Jewish families
living in the area. I,
along with my school classmates, had no
idea what being Jewish meant, except that a
handful of fellow students missed a couple
of days of school each fall for holidays none
of us could pronounce.
My understanding of Judaism improved in
college, where the two girls in the dorm room
next to mine happened to be Jewish. We
became close friends, and I eventually
shared an apartment with one of them. I
learned a lot about Judaism from all of them.
My interest in Judaism really grew a few
years after graduation, when I accepted a
job offer as a paralegal from a law firm in
Cleveland. While I was packing to move
here from Washington, D.C., a fellow paralegal called to welcome me to “the 216.” Of
course, she was Jewish, and we became
good friends.
After living here a while and spending time

with my Jewish friend—and all of her Jewish
friends—I knew I really wanted to study the
Jewish faith. I took a class at what was then
the Cleveland College of Jewish Studies.
There I met our Rabbi Emeritus Michael
Oppenheimer, who when the time came,
helped me formalize who and what I needed
to be.
I am so thankful to have marked major
milestones in my journey with three rabbis at
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami. Rabbi
Oppenheimer officiated at my conversion 22
years ago, and I studied for my bat mitzvah
with Rabbi Eric Bram, our Rabbi Emeritus of
blessed memory, seven years ago. I am forever grateful for their guidance and support.
I appreciate my current relationship with
Rabbi Vann, both as Temple president and a
congregant, both on and off the bimah.
At this time of Thanksgiving, when we
cherish our many blessings. I am thankful
for having Judaism as my faith and for this
wonderful temple with our loving, devoted,
inclusive congregation that I call home.
Happy Thanksgiving to you and yours.
Kim Rosner, President
president@suburbantemple.org

From Brett’s Desk:

I

n his memorable role
as Willy Wonka, the
amazing Gene Wilder
(z”l) says to Charlie
and Grandpa Joe, “We
have to get on. We
have so much time and
so little to do! Strike
that, reverse it.” This is how I feel.
Throughout this bulletin, you will see many
programs happening here at Suburban
Temple-Kol Ami. I am proud of the work that
we are doing and the many activities that
are occurring. I hope to see many of you
throughout the month.
I want to call your attention to one program in particular. On Sunday, December
4, at 7 pm, we will honor and celebrate
Bruce Shewitz on the occasion of his retire-

ment. Accomplished singer/songwriter Julie
Silver will honor Bruce with a live concert.
Under the extraordinary leadership of Ronni
and Jack Bialosky and Natalie and Richard
Skall, we will have a memorable evening.
Please see the ad and ticket order form
on the back page of the bulletin and order
your tickets as soon as possible. This concert is also an opportunity to help ensure a
thriving and vibrant music program at
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami by making gifts to
the Shewitz Music Fund. For information on
sponsorship opportunities and support for
the Shewitz Music Fund, please contact me
in the office.
Brett Shankman,
Executive Director
bshankman@suburbantemple.org

From our Director of Lifelong Learning

Modeh Ani – I am Grateful!

M

odeh ani l’fanecha, Melech chi
v’kayam, shehechezarta bi nishmati
b’chhemlah, rabah
emunatecha – I offer
thanks to You, ever-living Sovereign, that You
have restored my soul to me in mercy; how
great is Your trust.
These are the first words we are to recite
upon waking in the morning. The first words
we are to utter to God are “Thank You.”
When I asked our learners why they thought
this might be, I got all kinds of wonderful
answers. “We are grateful just to be alive!”
“We are happy we woke up.” “We are thankful we have a new day to start over.” Yes, to
all of these! We recite these words each and
every morning because we are grateful that
God has given each one of us a unique soul
and another day to be the best we can be.
These are the first word we utter in the

morning, and each evening, one of the
prayers we recite is Hashkiveinu. As I
explained to our learners, this prayer is
thanking God for the day we had asking
God to tuck us in at night and protect us.
We ask for ourselves and the world to be
covered in a blanket of peace.
We begin and end the day with gratitude,
and this year to help our learners remember
this Jewish lesson they will be creating
prayer pillows, that have Modeh Ani on one
side and Hashkiveinu on the other. This way
they can begin and end the day feeling
God’s love and protection and with a sense
of gratitude. If you too, would like copies of
these prayers, just let me know!
With a heart full of gratitude, from my family to you and yours,
Happy Thanksgiving!
Rabbi Shana Nyer
snyer@suburbantemple.org

Celebrate with Vintage!
Vintage Shabbat and Dinner
Friday, November 4 | 6 pm
Rabbi Vann will lead Kabbalat Shabbat services with a Torah reading. Vintage Suburban
will participate in the service. And the entire congregation is invited to dinner. The cost
for dinner is $12 per person with a maximum of $36 per household. Please RSVP to
Dale Hopkins at dhopkins@suburbantemple.or or by calling 216.991.0700 if you would
like to attend the dinner or if you are of vintage age (60 years young and up) and would
like a part in the service.
Celebrate Chanukah with Vintage Suburban
Sunday, December 11 | 5 pm
We will have a delicious dinner, lots of latkes, and an evening of wonderful by Eric
Bluffstone! The cost is $18 for members of Suburban Temple-Kol Ami and $20 for
guests. RSVP to Dale Hopkins at dhopkins@suburbantemple.org or 216.991.0700.
Event co-chairs are Rene Klein and Flossy Mitchell. Casual dress.

ST-KA Technology Update
ST-KA Joins AmazonSmile

Did you know that shopping on Amazon.
com can benefit ST-KA? We have signed up
with AmazonSmile, which donates a small
percentage of every purchase to our
congregation. Please visit smile.amazon.
com and choose Suburban Temple-Kol Ami

as your preferred charity. There is no extra
cost to you and you can use your usual
amazon.com account. Start at smile.
amazon.com each time you shop!
Live Streaming Service Information
Don’t forget, you can watch Kabbalat
Shabbat services live (or recorded) on our
website. Please visit www.suburbantemple.
org and click on the live stream menu at
the top.

Lifelong Learning
Please RSVP for all programs to
Jonathan Payes (lifelonglearning@
suburbantemple.org or 216.991.0700
ext. 101).
Menchkins
Sunday, November 6 | 10–11:15 am
Judaism teaches us that we should not
only care for other people, but that we
should care for the animals too. All
0-4-year-olds and their families are invited to learn how a veterinarian cares for
our pets as Dr. Leon Mendlowitz will give
us a tour of Lyndhurst Animal Clinic
(5387 Mayfield Rd, Cleveland, OH
44124) and teach us about what he
does. We will also read stories and have
snacks. And everyone is invited back to
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami at 11:30 am
for our annual Blessing of the Animals.
Come Grow with Me Shabbat:
On Friday, November 18, at 6:00 pm
join us for a brief, interactive, and fun
Shabbat service, featuring music by
Cantor Dave and a story by Rabbi
Shana. The service is followed by
Shabbat dinner for families with very
young children (0-9 years old). This program is free.
Religious School Shabbat at the
Rabbi’s House:
Come kvell (beam with pride and joy)
over our 5th and 6th graders at Religious
School Shabbat on Friday, December
2 at 6:00 pm. Our students will participate in services and our teachers and
madrichim will lead the blessings.
Services will be followed by Shabbat dinner for all 6th and 7th graders and their
families at Rabbi Vann’s house.
Parent’s Night Out:
Would you like a date night? Or a night
out with friends? Let our professionally
trained teachers, Kathy Klein and Heidi
Mell, and their assistants watch your
children while you go and enjoy yourselves! All children 1 year and older are
welcome to join us Saturday,
December 3, from 6–9:00 pm for a
pizza dinner, activities, havdalah, and a
movie in pajamas. The cost is $10 per
child with a maximum of $25 per family
for the whole evening!
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is proud to present...

G

reetings from Kol Nashim – The
women of ST-KA!
It is impossible to believe that the High
Holy Days have come and gone and
here we are staring down the face of
winter! Kol Nashim has some wonderful
programming scheduled for November
so we hope you will partake before you
go into hibernation for the season.
Kol Nashim will once again be sponsoring an author as part of the JCC
Book Festival on November 16 at
7:30 pm at the Temple. We are so
pleased to welcome Uri Bar-Joseph who
will be discussing his book, The Angel;
The Egyptian spy who saved Israel. The
Wall Street Journal is quoted as saying
his book is, “Eye-opening... A lucid and
compelling glimpse into the world of
espionage and the functioning—or
malfunctioning—of leaders.” The author
presentation will be followed by a dessert
reception. The event is free and open to
the public, but please register by calling
the Mandel JCC at 216.831.0700 or visitng www.mandeljcc.org/festival-of-jewish-books-authors/book-festival/.
Later in the month Kol Nashim invites
you to a Rosh Chodesh celebration.
Rosh Chodesh, the day (or days) that
celebrate the arrival of the new Jewish
month, has long been recognized as a
woman’s holiday. Some women take a
break from their “9-5” job as well as the
responsibilities of home (cooking, cleaning etc.) for study, sisterhood and fun!
Let’s get together on Tuesday,
November 29 to shed some light on
the new month of Tishri at The
Cleveland Candle Co. on Coventry Rd.
Choose from over 100 scents and
fragrances to create your own custom
scented candle in the container you
pick. The studio fee is $6 for Kol Nashim
members and $8 for non-members
(pre-paid with RSVP) and $15-$26 per
person depending on the candle jar you
pick (which is payable at store).
Join us from 6:30–8:30 p.m. for this
evening of light refreshments, study,
creativity and friendship.
R.S.V.P. to Dale 216.991.0700 or
dhopkins@suburbantemple.org before
November 23.
Amy Bloomberg
Kol Nashim President

4

An Evening With Uri Bar-Joseph
Wednesday, November 16 | 7:30 pm
In conjunction with the
Mandel JCC Cleveland
Jewish Book Festival

Spend the evening in discussion with
Uri Bar-Joseph, author of The Angel:
The Egyptian Spy Who Saved Israel.
This program is co-sponsored by Kol
Nashim: The Women of Suburban Temple-Kol
Ami and is open to the public. Tickets are free
of charge but reservations are required
through the JCC at www.mandeljcc.org/
festival-of-jewish-books-authors/book-festival/.
A dessert reception and book signing with
Mr. Bar-Joseph will follow his presentation.

Men’s Club
Go Browns! The Men’s Club is inviting all
men of ST-KA to join us for a Browns watch
party on Thursday, November 10. The
game kicks off at 8:25 and we will begin
gathering around 8. We will provide light
snacks and beverages. RSVP to Dale
Hopkins, dhopkins@suburbantemple.org or
216.991.0700.

Music at Suburban TempleKol Ami
“A choir is a voice—a strong expression of
Judaism and community. When a synagogue choir sings well-written prayer settings, it communicates with congregants in a
remarkably direct way, usually with far more
effect than through spoken words. In a real
sense, music is our most eloquent language.” —Ben Steinberg
If you enjoyed our congregational choir,
Kolot Kol Ami, during the high holiday N’eilah
service and thought you’d like to share your
musical talents, we have many upcoming
opportunities for you to get involved with
music in worship. The choir participates in a
service each month from November-June.
No previous experience is necessary.
Here are the upcoming services in
which Kolot Kol Ami will participate:
November 11, Shabbat service, 6 pm.

December 16, Family Chanukah Shabbat
service, 6 pm.
January 20, Shabbat service, 6 pm.
There is a rehearsal on the Tuesday evening preceding each service at 7 pm in the
sanctuary. We hope you’ll think about joining
us. If you are interested in singing (or playing on January 20) please contact Laura
Lindauer at 440.781.7673 or ljlindauer@
gmail.com.

In Memoriam
Dear Member
Corinne Coen
Lee Handel
Dear Relatives
Natalie Fried
Robert Kanner
Sandra Lipman
Ethel Marx
Mina Pashkoff
Renee Rabb
Dear Friend
Edith Drazin

Book of Life
The following name has been lovingly
inscribed in the Book of Life:
Hinda Hermia Massey

First Day of Religious School

Menchkins!

Sukkotapalooza Fun!

November Programs, Events, Meetings
Torah study meets every Saturday morning from 9:15–10:15 am. Join Rabbi Vann in the
Gries Library for bagels and open discussion about the Torah.

Milestone Birthdays
and Anniversaries

Tues., Nov. 1........ 7 pm | Music Taskforce meeting
Wed., Nov. 2......... 5:30 pm | Spirituality Taskforce meeting
7 pm | Lifelong Learning committee meeting
Fri., Nov. 4............ 6 pm | Vintage Shabbat and Dinner
Sun., Nov. 6.......... 9:30 am | 5th and 6th Grade B’nai Mitzvah orientation
10 am | Menchkins
11:30 am | Pet Blessing
Tue., Nov. 8.......... 7 pm | Kolot Kol Ami rehearsal
Wed., Nov. 9......... 5:30 pm | Tikkun Olam meeting
6 pm | Finance & Investment Committee meeting
Thurs., Nov. 10.... 7 pm | Music Taskforce meeting
8 pm | Men’s Club program
Mon., Nov. 14....... 7 pm | Board of Trustees meeting
Wed., Nov. 16....... 7:30 pm | Mandel JCC Book Festival
Wed., Nov. 23....... 4 pm | Calvary Church Supper
Thurs., Nov. 24.... OFFICES CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING
Fri., Nov. 25.......... OFFICES CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING
Tues., Nov. 29...... 7 pm | Kol Nashim Rosh Chodesh

Mazal tov to our members who are celebrating
milestone birthdays in November:

Jeffrey Korach
Barbara Leiken
Danielle Serino
James Stonehill
Linda Weiner
Anne Williams
Mazal tov to our members who are celebrating
milestone anniversaries in November:

Terri and Ronald Weinberg – 10 Years
Rosemary Woodruff and
Andrew Hoffman – 30 Years
Milestone birthday listings begin at age fifty and
every five years afterward.
All birthdays 100 and over are listed.
Milestone anniversaries begin at ten years and
continue every five years thereafter.
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Shabbat Acknowledgments
We are grateful to the following people
who helped make our September and
October worship services a beautiful
experience.
Blessings: Laura Barnard, Sue and
Rudi Hoffman, Kelly, Robert and William
Berick, Julie, Matt, Sam and Carly
Lehman, Jennifer, J.D., Roxie and
Jordan Popovsky, Ricardo Popovsky,
Beth, Mark, Bryan, Drew and Matthew
Riley, Lori Rosenberg, Stacy, Scott and
Gabriel Schechtman
Torah Blessings: Barbara Feldman,
Dorothea Polster
Announcements: Ronni Bialosky,
Flossy Mitchell, Lori Rosenberg, Kim
Rosner, Sandy Shapiro
Ushers: Noreen Bertman, Lesly Kohner,
Jan Lieblich, Susan and Lyle Merdler,
Flossy and Dennis Mitchell, Natalie and
Richard Skall, Karstin Olofsson

Bimah Flowers and
Oneg Shabbat Sponsors
On September 3, bimah flowers were
gifts from Kelly and Robert Berick
in celebration of William Berick’s
bar mitzvah.
On September 10, bimah flowers were
gifts from Julie and Matt Lehman in
celebration of Carly Lehman’s bat
mitzvah.
On September 17, bimah flowers were
gifts from Stacy and Scott Schectman
in celebration of Gabriel Schectman’s
bar mitzvah.
On October 22, bimah flowers were gifts
from Beth and Mark Riley in celebration of Drew Riley’s bar mitzvah.
On October 28, bimah flowers were gifts
from Marjorie Grodin in loving memory
of her husband, Wilbur A. Grodin.
On October 28, bimah flowers were gifts
from Barbara Andelman and Richard
Nemeth in loving memory of Eleanor
Jeanne Andelman.
On October 29, bimah flowers were gifts
from Jennifer Popovsky and Ricardo
Popovsky in celebration of Julian
Popovsky’s bar mitzvah.
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We Gratefully Acknowledge
the Following Contributions
Please consider making a contribution to Suburban Temple-Kol Ami to celebrate a special
occasion, express gratitude or sympathy, or honor important accomplishments. A current list
of Temple funds is available from the Temple office. Donations may be made online at
www.suburbantemple.org. Donations listed below were received between September 1 and
October 31, 2016. Please let us know of any errors or omissions.
Bimah Flower Fund
In loving memory of
Wilbur A. Grodin
		Marjorie Grodin
Eleanor Jeanne Andelman
		Barbara Andelman and Richard
Nemeth
In celebration of
William Berick’s Bar Mitzvah
		Kelly and Robert Berick
Carly Lehman’s Bat Mitzvah
		Julie and Matt Lehman
Gabriel Schechtman’s Bar Mitzvah
		Stacy and Scott Schectman
Drew Riley’s Bar Mitzvah
		Beth and Mark Riley
Julian “J.D.” Popovsky’s Bar Mitzvah
		
Jennifer Popovsky and
Ricardo Popovsky
Community Supper Fund
In memory of
Ethel Marx
		 Sarajane and Gerald Goldstein
Dorothy and Irving Lackritz
Tzedakah Fund
In loving memory of
Lee Handel
Edith Marx
		Joanie and Tom Adler
High Holy Days Reception Fund
Dr. Jane Glaubinger and Eric Baer
Operating Fund
In loving memory of
Corinne Coen
		Michelle Brown
Phyllis Goldston
		Rita Orpett
Eleanor Cristal
Charles Cristal
		 C. Philip Cristal
In appreciation of the graciousness of
Beth and Rand Curtiss
		Kathryn and Frederick Eisner
In appreciation of
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami
		Amy and Dan Schuman

Prayer Book Fund
Sandy and Karen Shapiro
Judy and Sheldon Herzog
In memory of
Harry and Betty Levy
		Gary Levy
Rabbi Bram Scholarship Fund
In loving memory of
Jeanette Brenis
		Noreen Bertman
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In appreciation of
Rabbi Vann
		Cathy Curtiss and Ben Volin
	
Rabbi Vann officiating the marriage of
Sara Feldenkris and Joey Cohen
		Nancy and Howard Feldenkris
Rabbi Vann’s participation in Galen
Silver’s Eagle Scout Ceremony
		 Richard and Laurie Silver
ST-KA during the High Holy Days
		Judith Dragin
In loving memory of
Lee Handel
		Amy Handel
Mina Pashkoff
		 Amy Handel and Family
		 Mark and Shellie Nyer
In honor of
the High Holy Days
		Marc Blumenthal
Religious School Fund
In appreciation of
	the services and education
ST-KA provides
		 Gail and Solomon Pike
Shewitz Music Fund
In appreciation of
Mary Ann Wormser
		Carol Spero
Stashower Garden Fund
In recognition of
	the good work ST-KA has done for the
community
		The Metzger Family Fund of the New
Hampshire Charitable Foundation
In loving memory of
Lee Handel
		 Sara Stashower and Mark Heller
Bobby Light
		 Pam and Brian Gleisser
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Julie Silver in Concert! Sunday, December 4 at 7pm

“I love Bruce

For 50 years, Bruce Shewitz has been fascinated with Jewish
music. For the last 15 years, Bruce has been the music director at
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami. Join Julie and the entire Suburban
Temple-Kol Ami community as we honor Bruce on the
occasion of his retirement!

Shewitz. He

Patron tickets (with reserved seating in the sanctuary) are available
for $72 per person per person and include a dessert reception after
the concert.

touched so

General admission tickets are $36 per person.

and generosity of spirit.”

To purchase tickets please call Dale Hopkins at 216.991.0700
or mail back the form below with payment.

is a blessing
in my life
and has
many lives with his
gorgeous musicianship
– Julie Silver

✁
Julie Silver in Concert Honoring Bruce Shewitz
Name(s): _______________________________________________________________
Phone: ____________________________ Email: _____________________________

❑ Patron tickets ($72) ❑ General Admission ($36)
I (We) will sponsor the music program at ❑ $250 ❑ $500 ❑ $1000
Number attending:

Enclosed check total: $______________ (Payable to Suburban Temple-Kol Ami)
Use a credit card: ______-______-______-______ Exp. ___/___ CVV: _____

Please Consider
a Sponsorship
Funds raised will go to the Shewitz
Music Fund which will support the
music program at Suburban Temple-Kol
Ami. Suggested sponsorships are
included on the order form at left.
Contact Brett Shankman at the Temple
office, 216.991.0700 or bshankman@
suburbantemple.org to learn more.

