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Thank you, Bruce — for 15 years of music,
leadership, and friendship.

Friday, May 6 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service with
Torah reading

Dear Bruce,
our passion for music and love of
Judaism was nurtured in your early
teens. We’re all so grateful that you have
continued to create, love, and play for
almost 50 years!
Your talent for the keyboard and the
organ together with your vast knowledge
of Judaism combine to create something
rare and special. How lucky we are, at
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami, to have been
the recipient, these 15 years, of your gifts!
Thank you for being our musical guide.
Thank you for being an advisor on new
music; for teaching us so we could gain a
larger repertoire — even when it meant
taking the electric piano onto the grass!
Thank you for being our Jewish leader.
Thank you for teaching about ourselves
through musical notes and Jewish musical history. Thank you for touching our
hearts.
Thank you for the years of friendship. Our friendship does not end: we celebrate your
retirement both from the Cleveland Museum of Art and Suburban Temple-Kol Ami.
L’hitraot — we will see you soon, our friend.

May

Friday, May 13 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service and
Confirmation with Kolot Kol Ami choir
Friday, May 20 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Come Grow With Me! Shabbat
(for children ages 0–9)
Friday, May 27 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service

June
Friday, June 3 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service with Torah
reading and Kolot Kol Ami choir
Friday, June 10 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Saturday, June 11 | 6 pm
Erev Shavuot Dinner and Service
Friday, June 17 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Friday, June 24 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Bar Mitzvah
The congregation is invited to celebrate together
during Shabbat services
on Saturday, May 14 at
10:30 am. Robert Wolf,
son of Sue and Larry
Wolf, will become a Bar Mitzvah.

New Members
B’ruchim ha-ba’im (welcome) to our new
members who joined Suburban TempleKol Ami since March 1, 2016.
Gina and Carl Ashby

Y

Rabbi Allison Vann
avann@suburbantemple.org

Confirmation
Friday, May 13 at 6 pm | 6 Iyar 5776
All are welcome to join us as we honor our
confirmands at this special Shabbat service.
Hana Flamm, Sarah Hess, Joseph Luntz,
Jacob Pilloff, Lily Roth, and Galen Silver

Mazal tov!

Congratulations to
Our Graduating Seniors
We wish a hearty mazal tov to our high
school graduates.
Isabel Cohen, Lauren Cole, Hannah
Friedman, Andrew Lapidus, Sarah
Neides, Kelsey Rich, Emma Wolinsky,
and Bennett Woomer.
We wish you well in all of your future
endeavors. Come back and visit us often!

From our President:

A Gathering Together

W

ow! It’s hard to
believe, but our
current Temple year
(and my first year as
president of the congregation) is winding
down. I want to share
with you some of its

highlights.
In June 2015, ST-KA was the first congregation in Northeast Ohio to adopt a philanthropic membership model. Our conversations with current and prospective members
evolved — away from “dues” and toward a
discussion of our community, spirituality,
education, Judaism, and more. We have
added 25 member families to our rolls —
that’s new ideas, new voices, more children
in the religious school, more engagement.
It’s invigorating and refreshing to all of us.
The High Holy Days sparkled with amazing weather and a worship service for everyone. The sun shown brightly for our Tashlich
ceremony at Shaker Lakes, where we cast
our sins away (and fed the ducks).
Participating in the November URJ
Biennial as part of the ST-KA delegation was,
as always, an inspiring and deepening spiri-

From Brett’s Desk

C

ongregational life is
made up of many
things — worship, education, music, laughter,
and more. At its core is
people, members,
YOU! Last year, we began a new membership model which we call Open Doors. It is a
paradigm shift, a statement of fundamental
belief that membership in the Suburban
Temple-Kol Ami community is first and foremost about all of the reasons that we
choose to affiliate.
We want you to enter and partner with us
through any of the doors that are open to
you — religious school, Men’s Club, worship, Vintage, Kol Nashim, and much, much
more.
I am writing to update you on our first year
of Open Doors and alert you that the new
membership year begins on July 1.
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tual experience. Our board, leadership team,
and membership reaps the benefits of our
learning and networking. November also
found us with a packed house when we
hosted author Shulem Deen at our annual
Jewish Book Festival event.
Chanukah saw the dedication of our
beautiful new Shabbat and High Holy Day
Torah covers, created by Jeanette Kuvin
Oren with the support of many generous
donors. They are magnificent! I am awed
every time the Ark is opened.
In January, a record number of women
participated in the annual Kol Nashim
Women’s Shabbat, a beautiful and moving
worship experience. In February, we welcomed renowned glass and metal artist
Gary Rosenthal as artist-in-residence. Our
students and dozens of members enjoyed
making their own Judaic art under Gary’s
tutelage.
March brought Purim, the Purim carnival,
Pints on Purim, and a comedic Purim shpiel.
Can you tell it’s one of our congregation’s
favorite holidays? As I write in early April and
it’s snowing outside, at Temple we’re thinking spring — preparing for Passover with
both the Congregational Learners’ Seder

and the Kol Nashim Women’s Seder. There
is still so much more to come in May and
June.
Transitions: We said goodbye to our longtime staff member (48 years), Lois Bryant,
as she retired to enjoy family, bowling, and
her favorite team (Go Indians!). We’re sad to
see Music Director Bruce Shewitz leave
the congregation as he retires and heads off
to New York for new adventures. Adminis
trative assistants Jill Ebenstein and
Audrey Katzman found new full-time positions. Our soloist Laura Lindauer has taken
the helm as interim music director, and we
welcomed Dale Hopkins and Jonathan
Payes to our support staff.
To close, while it may seem as if we are
winding down, our senior staff and lay leaders are very busy gearing up for 2016-2017.
Please read the Bulletin, check our website,
“like” us on Facebook, open your e-mail,
and check your snail mail for news on
upcoming events to add to your calendar.
Come, join in!

Open Doors is working! We have 25
new member families since last June. They
range from newlyweds and young families to
more seasoned and experienced travelers
on life’s journey. Many have become regulars at services, adult education, and religious school. Others are engaging more
slowly, in the manner that they feel is right.
Over 60% of our members increased their
membership commitment last year. Thank
you! The remainder is evenly split between a
flat renewal of previous years’ dues and a
reduction. We were able to reach our financial targets for membership commitments.
In all cases, a pledge makes you a
member — no matter the size of the gift.
Pledge forms for the coming year will be
mailed at the end of May. As we approach
the second year of Open Doors, your continued support is critical to the long term health
of ST-KA, of your congregation.
When you receive your membership commitment form, please review the new sus-

taining gift level. Decide if you can reach
that number, give more than that, increase
this year’s gift by 10%, or if you need to
reduce your gift a bit. Whatever your decision, please fill it out immediately and return
it to us. Please give as generously as you
can. If you have questions or concerns, your
president, Kim Rosner, Rabbi Vann, Ronni
Bialosky (our membership vice president)
and I are all able to answer your questions.
I often reflect on the Hebrew word, kehillah, which means community. We are blessed with an amazing kehillah here at
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami. Please allow your
membership commitment to continue keeping it strong.

Kim Rosner, President
president@suburbantemple.org

B’shalom,
Brett Shankman, Executive Director
bshankman@suburbantemple.org

From our Director of Lifelong Learning

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!!!

I

t is amazing to me
that we have come to
the end of another
incredible year of religious school, and once
again my heart is full of
gratitude to everyone
who helped to make it
a success! To all the teachers, madrichim,
staff, parents, and students, you are all awesome in your own special way, and you
make being the Director of Lifelong Learning
at ST-KA a true joy every day! From the bot-

tom of my heart THANK YOU all for a phenomenal year!
If you want to be a part of all the fun and
learning next year, don’t forget to sign up for
religious school and Kolaynu classes!
Registration forms will be mailed out at the
end of May and the early bird deadline (with
a reduced fee) will be June 30, 2016.
With a heart filled with gratitude, thank you
again,
Rabbi Shana Nyer
snyer@suburbantemple.org

Lifelong Learning
Religious School Siyyum and Picnic
On Sunday, May 1, the last day of religious school for the year, join
us from 11 am–noon for the annual Siyyum: A Celebration of
Learning. We will honor our teachers and madrichim, wish our graduating seniors well on their journeys, and welcome new students
into Kolaynu. We will bless our students going to camp and celebrate the year we had together as a kehillah (community). After the
siyyum, all are welcome to stay for a picnic lunch.
Parents’ Night Out
Would you like a date night or a night out with friends? Let our
professionally trained teachers, Kathy Klein and Heidi Mell, watch
the kids while you enjoy yourselves! All children one year and
older are welcome to join us Saturday, May 7, from 6–9 pm for
a pizza dinner, activities, havdalah, and a movie in pajamas. The
cost is $10 per child with a maximum of $25 per family.

Come Grow With Me! Shabbat
On Friday, May 20, at 6 pm,, join us for
a brief, interactive, and fun Shabbat service, followed by Shabbat dinner for
families with very young children (ages
0–9). Our own Laura Lindauer will provide
music and song. This event is FREE,, but
please RSVP.
Please RSVP for all programs to
Jonathan Payes (216.991.0700 ext.
101 or jpayes@suburbantemple.org).
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Vintage Film Festival 2016
Greetings from Kol Nashim!
If you were able to join us for the
Women’s Seder, thank you! It was a truly
moving experience. I want to thank
Susan Merdler and her committee for all
of the hard work they put into making it
wonderful.
We hope you will be able to join us in
the garden room for our closing business meeting and tea on Sunday, May
15. At 2:30 pm we will have a brief business meeting for all Kol Nashim members to vote on next year’s slate of officer candidates. At 3 pm we will enjoy
tea and light refreshments. Our very own
chef extraordinaire, Stacey Brown, is
planning the spread so it promises to
be amazing!
ST-KA Book Club News
On Thursday, May 19,
at 7 pm, the ST-KA Book
Club will meet at the
home of Nancy
Huntsman and Barbara
Margolis. Join Rabbi
Vann for a spirited discussion of Israeli writer
Etgar Keret’s memoir,
The Seven Good Years. RSVP to Dale
Hopkins (dhopkins@suburbantemple.
org or 216.991.0700). We thank Maria
Litt, chair of the book club.
Amy Bloomberg,
Kol Nashim President
STKAKolNashim@gmail.com

Shavuot: Grab Hold
of Torah!
On Saturday, June 11, at 6 pm, join
Rabbi Vann, Rabbi Nyer and Laura
Lindauer for a meaningful evening of
study, prayer, and connection in honor
of Shavuot. We will embrace Torah, and
remember our loved ones through
study, food, and community spirit. More
information will follow in mid-May —
watch your email!
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Vintage invites the congregation and their friends to the final showing in our annual
film festival. Stay afterward for a discussion with Rabbi Nyer. Vintage will provide
coffee, tea, and dessert. RSVP to dhopkins@suburbantemple.org or 216.991.0700.
Thursday, May 19 | Noon
Yoo-Hoo Mrs. Goldberg
A look back and the life and talent of Gertrude Berg, forever imprinted on the minds of those of us of a certain age
as Molly Goldberg. She took us from radio to TV with her
cheerful smile and witty wisdom. Little did we realize that
not only did she act in these series, but she also wrote
and selected the cast. We may never have lived in the
Bronx but we understood her “Yoo-hoo” to her neighbors
as she leaned out her apartment window to talk to them.
Very nostalgic to those of us “of a certain age” as we
relive our past, and incredibly entertaining even if you are
not familiar with the series!

Get to Know the GreenfieldWeber Families
“The family that joins together, enjoys
together!” says Matt Greenfield. Meet three
generations of the Greenfield-Weber clan,
all of whom have joined Suburban TempleKol Ami within the last five years: Matt,
Jackie, and Samantha Greenfield; his parents, Fran and Steve Greenfield; and her
parents, Ellen and Ed Weber. Matt adds,
“Once you have a deep, meaningful connection with any one member of a family
unit, you’re destined to pull in some of the
others into the congregation.”
After Jackie and Matt came to ST-KA as a
newly married couple, the Weber and
Greenfield “dominoes” fell right into place.
Fran and Steve joined the congregation in
2013 and when Ellen and Ed moved to
Cleveland in 2014, ST-KA was a natural fit.
“It’s a great opportunity to get to know
Jewish Cleveland and Clevelanders,” says
Matt. “We all love the hamishe (homey) vibe.
The inclusiveness and size of the congregation are right for us.”
For Fran, ST-KA was a perfect springboard to launch into lifelong Jewish learning.
“I always wanted to learn Hebrew and
become a Bat Mitzvah. I was thrilled to take
the plunge with a group of awesome ladies.
We formed a community, and the service in
February 2015 was a dream come true.”
Steve retired from a career as a steel salesman and has a serious interest in all things
culinary. A retired neurology technician, Fran
recently realized her long-time dream of traveling to Hawaii. Their daughter, Abby, is a

Samantha Greenfield

second grade teacher at Gross Schechter
and also a reading tutor. She is a very dedicated aunt to Samantha.
Ellen and Ed looked into other congregations as they began their transition to
Cleveland from Fort Wayne, Indiana. “Both
the liberal philosophy and the size of
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami are most comfortable for us. We had very positive impressions of Rabbi Vann before we joined, which
have only been strengthened with further
contacts. Brett’s initial warm welcome and
continuing congeniality were and are appreciated. We look forward to becoming more
active members in the future.”
Please go to www.suburbantemple.org for
more photos and the rest of the story.

May/June Programs, Events, Meetings
Torah study meets every Saturday morning from 9:15–10:15 am. Join Rabbi Vann in the
Gries Library for bagels and open discussion about the Torah.
Sun., May 1 .............9:30 am | The Couple’s Toolbox
11 am | Religious School Siyyum
12 pm | Religious School Picnic
Thurs., May 5 ..........Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day)
Sat., May 7 ..............6 pm | Parents’ Night Out
Mon., May 9 ............7 pm | Board of Trustees meeting
Weds., May 11 ........ Yom HaZikaron (Israeli Remembrance Day)
4:30 pm | Teen Coffee with Noam and Justin
(Starbucks at Chagrin and Green)
7:30 pm | Kolot Kol Ami choir rehearsal
Thurs., May 12........ Yom Ha’Atzma’ut (Israel Independence Day)
4 pm | Coffee, Tea, and We (Panera at Harvard and Richmond)
Sat., May 14 ............10:30 am | Bar Mitzvah – Robert Wolf
Sun., May 15 ...........3 pm | Kol Nashim Closing Program
Weds., May 18 ........11 am | AARP Safe Driving Course
7 pm | Lifelong Learning Committee Meeting
Thurs., May 19........ Noon | Vintage Film Festival
7 pm | ST-KA Book Club (at the home of Nancy Huntsman
and Barbara Margolis)

Suburban
Spotlight
Orange High School junior Michael Litt,
son of Maria and Jonathan Litt, was one
of four grand prize winners at the 63rd
Annual Northeastern Ohio Science &
Engineering Fair. This event involved
over 575 students from 88 schools.
Michael won first place in the mathematics and computer science category and
received a special award from the Office
of Naval Research. He received an all
expenses paid trip to represent
Northeast Ohio at the Intel International
Science and Engineering Fair in Phoenix,
Arizona in May. Michael was also an Intel
ISEF finalist as a freshman in 2014.
Mazal tov to Michael, Maria, and
Jonathan!
ST-KA members: The spotlight is on
you! We’ll highlight your accomplishments, honors, and accolades in the
Bulletin and the Temple Times.
Send submissions to dhopkins@
suburbantemple.org.

Fri., May 20 .............6 pm | Come Grow With Me! Shabbat
Sun., May 22 ...........1 pm | Men’s Club Tour of Jewish Cleveland

Our Prides and Joys

Tues., May 24.......... 8 am | Coffee, Tea, and We (Panera at Harvard and Richmond)

We share in the joy of Susan Hirsch,
who welcomed a grandson, Brian Emory
Goldberg, on March 24, 2016. Proud
and happy parents are Courtney and Jim
Goldberg of Boston, and his paternal
grandparents are Beverly and Alan
Goldberg.

Weds., May 25 ........ 4:30 pm | Calvary Church Supper
(7820 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44103)
Thurs., May 26........7 pm | Executive Committee Meeting
May 30 .....................MEMORIAL DAY – OFFICE CLOSED

June

Wed., June 1 ........... 6 pm | Vintage Meeting
7 pm | Kolot Kol Ami choir rehearsal
Sat., June 11 ...........6 pm | Erev Shavuot Dinner & Service

ST-KA Joins AmazonSmile

Mon., June 13 .........7 pm | 2016 Annual Meeting
Tues., June 14 ........4 pm | Coffee, Tea, and We (Panera at Harvard and Richmond)
Weds., June 15.......7 pm | Lifelong Learning Committee meeting
Sun., June 19..........TBD | Father’s Day at Progressive Field
Thurs., June 23 ......7 pm | Executive Committee Meeting
Thurs., June 30 ......4 pm | Coffee, Tea, and We (Panera at Harvard and Richmond)

Coffee,
Tea
and We!

Join Rabbi Vann, Rabbi Nyer and Brett
Shankman for coffee and a schmooze on
Thursday, May 12, at 4 pm, Tuesday,
May 24, at 8 am, Tuesday, June 14 at 4
pm and Thursday, June 30 at 4 pm. We’ll
save a seat for you at Panera at the corner
of Harvard and Richmond. Coffee’s on us!

Did you know that shopping on Amazon.
com can benefit ST-KA? We have signed
up with AmazonSmile, which donates a
small percentage of every purchase to
our congregation. Please visit smile.
amazon.com and choose Suburban
Temple-Kol Ami as your preferred charity.
There is no extra cost to you and you
can use your usual amazon.com
account. Start at smile.amazon.com
each time you shop!
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Shabbat Acknowledgments
We are grateful to the following people
who helped make our March worship
services a beautiful experience.
Blessings: Joseph Cohn, Debra Light
and Bruce Sherman, Lori Rosenberg,
Lily Roth and Justin Passov, grades
Pre-K to 1 teachers and madrichim
Torah Blessings: Barbara Margolis and
Nancy Huntsman, Sue and Rudi
Hoffman
Announcements: Matt Lehman,
Kim Rosner
Ushers: Roxanne and Marlin Farver,
Susan Hirsch, Al Jaffe, Debra Light,
Flossy and Dennis Mitchell, Rita Orpett,
Sandy Rubenstein, Richard Skall.

Bimah Flowers and
Oneg Shabbat Sponsors
On March 11, bimah flowers were gifts
from Barbara and Irv Feldman in loving memory of Irene Baer and from
Karen and Mickey Schenkel in loving
memory of Jeanne Haiman and Celia G.
Schenkel
On March 25, bimah flowers were a gift
from Joseph Cohn in loving memory of
Ruth Kun Cohen and Emil Cohn, Jr.

In Memoriam
Dear Member
Richard Phillips
Husband of Delfina Phillips
Dear Relatives
Ann Mell
Mother of Jim (Heidi) Mell
Grandmother of Shayna Mell
Myron “Mike” Rubin
Father of Shellie (Mark) Nyer
Grandfather of Rabbi Shana Nyer
(Stephen Langel), Deena Nyer
Mendlowitz
Great-grandfather of Emily Langel,
Rafi Mendlowitz

Book of Life
The following name was inscribed
in the Book of Life:
Bette Braff
Mother of Dori (Blair) Haas
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We Gratefully Acknowledge
the Following Contributions
Please consider making a contribution to Suburban Temple-Kol Ami to celebrate a special
occasion, express gratitude or sympathy, or honor important accomplishments.
A current list of Temple funds is available from the Temple office. Donations may be
made online at www.suburbantemple.org. Donations listed below were received between
March 1-31, 2016. Please let us know of any errors or omissions
Art Fund
In honor of
Jane Glaubinger
		 Diane and Arthur Stupay
Bimah Flower Fund
In memory of
Lawrence Blumenthal
		 Flora Blumenthal and family
Ruth Kun Cohn and Emile Cohn, Jr.
		Joseph Cohn
Jeanne Haiman and Celia G. Schenkel
		 Karen and Mickey Schenkel
Choir Fund
In honor of
Bruce Shewitz’s retirement
		 Barbara and Dr. Stanley Brown
Operating Fund
To support membership for single women
and their families
Roe Green

In memory of
Myron “Mike” Rubin
		Michelle Brown
		 Linda and Doug Wolfe
In appreciation of
	Come Grow With Me!
Shabbat services
		 Rachel and A.J. Newman
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami
		Joseph McDaniel
In honor of
Loree Resnik’s milestone birthday
		Linda Schneider
Religious School Fund
In memory of
Myron “Mike” Rubin
		 Flossy and Dennis Mitchell
		 Julie, Jacob, Justin, and Maddy Pilloff
		 Adrienne Sharp
Vintage Fund
In memory of
Lea Bank
		 Flossy and Dennis Mitchell

Milestone Birthdays and Anniversaries
Mazal tov to our members who are
celebrating milestone birthdays:
MAY:
Scott Clellen
Peter Danford
Michelle Goldberg
Jennifer Hilkert
Peter Klein
Dennis Lehman
Richard Loeff
Lynn Markus
Kärstin Olofsson
Jonathan Siegel
Richard Stager
JUNE:
Jean Bloomfield
Louis Bloomfield
June Greenwald
Donald Kest
Howard Passov
Bruce Shewitz
Gabriel Stanescu
Terri Weinberg

Mazal tov to our members who are
celebrating milestone anniversaries:
MAY:
Jason and Jodi Ashby – 15 years
Ann and Charles Newman – 65 years
Carol Levinthal and
Richard Schwalberg – 30 years
Marvin and Edie Lewis – 15 years
JUNE:
Amy and Neil Bloomberg – 25 years
Barbara and Paul Feinberg – 50 years
Ellen and Michael Feuer – 30 years
Joanne and Leonard Podis – 45 years
Amy and Daniel Richards – 25 years
Nancy and Mark Perillo – 25 years
Marcy and Brett Shankman – 20 years
Milestone birthday listings begin at age fifty
and every five years afterward. All birthdays
100 and over are listed. Milestone
anniversaries begin at ten years and
continue every five years thereafter.

Debbie Garson

Call LPi at 1-800-477-4574
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STAFF

Allison Vann, Rabbi
Eric J. Bram, D.D., Rabbi Emeritus, z”l
Michael A. Oppenheimer, D.D., Rabbi Emeritus
Myron Silverman, D.D., Rabbi Emeritus, z”l
Brett Shankman, Executive Director
Rabbi Shoshana Nyer, Director of Lifelong Learning
Bruce Shewitz, Music Director

O F F I C E RS

Kimberly Rosner, President
Ronni Bialosky, Vice-President
Sue Hoffman, Vice-President
Bruce Waterhouse, Jr., Secretary
Michelle S. Brown, Treasurer
Sara E. Stashower, Immediate Past President

Follow us on social media:
www.facebook.com/
suburbantemple.org
@rabbivann

Save the Date!
Men’s Club Tour of Jewish Cleveland
The Men’s Club will be hosting a tour of historic Jewish
Cleveland on Sunday, May 22. We will be departing from
ST-KA at 1 pm and the tour, led by noted local guide,
Nate Arnold, should return us to the temple around 5 pm.
The cost is $25 per person. Space is limited! RSVP to
dhopkins@suburbantemple.org or 216.991.0700.

Men’s Club Father’s Day
at Progressive Field
The always popular Men’s Club trip
to Progressive Field is on again! Join
us Sunday, June 19 as we root the
Tribe to victory against the Chicago
White Sox. Game time is 1:10 pm.
Details on special pre-game programming are still being worked out.
Please check the Temple Times and
the website for more information.
RSVP to dhopkins@
suburbantemple.org or 216.991.0700.
Cost is $25 per person.

Join us for our

Annual Meeting

Monday, June 13, 2016 | 7 pm
The 2016 Suburban Temple-Kol Ami
annual meeting will be held on
Monday, June 13 at 7 pm. At the
meeting, we will thank our outgoing
trustees, welcome new board
members, present the annual
President’s Award, and review another
successful year at ST-KA.
Please RSVP to dhopkins@
suburbantemple.org or 216.991.0700.

