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Healing
the Divide
Through
Kindness

Introducing
Mitzvah Day 2017!

A

s a Jewish congregation, we have a clear calling—to make the
world a better place.
We know that our country is deeply divided. One small way to
heal the divide is through acts of kindness. In the Talmud, we learn,
“The highest form of wisdom is kindness.”
The Tikkun Olam Committee is proud to introduce Mitzvah Day
2017 to the whole congregation.

When is Mitzvah Day?
Sunday, April 23, from 9:30 am – 12:00 pm.

What is Mitzvah Day?
An opportunity to gather together for the morning to work on service
projects to make a difference to social service agencies helping
others in our communities, and to help Suburban Temple-Kol Ami.

Who attends Mitzvah day?
Almost everyone! There are service projects for school age children
through the elderly. There are projects in the building and out of the
building—so no matter your mobility, come and make a difference!

Why come to Mitzvah Day?
Each of us has ability to do even small things to help others, to extend
kindness. When we come together as a temple and as a community, we
can do even more. And share coffee, some social time, and worship!

Where is Mitzvah Day?
Mitzvah Day will begin at Suburban Temple-Kol Ami, in the Sanctuary
with a reflection and some logistics. Many will stay in the building,
and others will choose projects outside the building.

How do I sign up for Mitzvah Day?
Please email or call Dale to let him know if you want to attend!
If you are interested in helping at Mitzvah Day, or if you have
projects or organizations needing a hand, please contact Dale
Hopkins at the Temple, or member Margery Mazoh (Margery.
mazoh@gmail.com; 440.465.6525).
Please watch your email for more information. There will be
specific registration for each project, which will be announced
closer to April 23.

What can I do now?
One of our projects is collecting toiletries for clients at shelters
and other agencies. Please bring travel sizes of: deodorant,
toothbrushes, toothpaste, eye glasses (cheaters), combs and
brushes, razors and shaving cream, shampoo and soap. So, if you
have those hotel bottles sitting in the drawer, or extra toothbrushes
from the dentist, or if you want to purchase small / sample sizes,
bring them all in to ST-KA. There will be a collection box in the lobby.
Please donate only unopened items.

Mitzvah Day is an opportunity to realize how much work there is to do in the world, and together,
how much of a difference we can make in a short time. A small act of kindness goes a long way, and on
this mitzvah day, we’ll offer our part! – Rabbi Allison Vann and Margery Mazoh, Mitzvah Day Chair

From Brett’s Desk:

M

arch madness! I
love this month!
Why, you ask? I’m sure
that there are many
reasons that I can come
up with, but the true
answer is the NCAA
men’s and women’s
basketball tournaments. I can’t get
enough of it. Basically, I’m in front of the
TV watching basketball for three weeks.
What is it about the tournament that
engages me so completely? Is it my
personal rooting passion? Is it the
beauty of sportsmanship, competition,
and amateurism? It could be. However, I
think it’s mostly about teamwork. The
team. Most of these athletes will go on
to be professionals in something other
than basketball. The tournament is the
pinnacle of their sports life. I love
watching the team do it’s best.
Why am I writing this in the Temple
bulletin? I want to say thanks to my
team. The phone is always answered
promptly and with energy by Dale or
Jonathan. When you enter the building, it
is clean and reflects the respect that we
all have for our holy space thanks to Ted
and Charles. How about the active
engagement in education – for our kids
and our adults by Rabbi Shana? And, of
course, Rabbi Vann, who provides
sechel “wisdom”, insight, and leadership
to our entire congregation.
Without anyone of us, the team falters.
However, there are two other critical
components of our team. The board of
trustees, ably led by Kim Rosner, and
you, the congregants. Without you, the
professional team works without
purpose.
Thank you to those of you who took
me up on my offer to meet and for those
who will over the coming months. I look
forward to many more rewarding
conversations.
Brett Shankman,
Executive Director
bshankman@suburbantemple.org
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From our President:

Office Hours

O

n Friday nights,
you can find the
president of most
congregations sitting
on the bimah, next to
or perhaps across from
the Rabbi. The
president participates
in parts of the service, greets the
congregation, and makes announcements.
The president is at the same time, part of
and separate from the congregation.
I’ve been reflecting on this dichotomy.
There are times where I arrive and simply
want to melt into the familiar of sitting with
friends, opening the prayerbook, and
immersing myself in the spiritual moment.
Other times, I sit on the bimah and am
amazed by the wonderful group of
congregants sitting just feet in front of me,
participating in our weekly Jewish ritual.

Calvary Church Supper

For more than 20 years, Suburban
Temple-Kol Ami members have been
cooking and serving meals at
Calvary Church at 79th and Euclid
Ave. The next dinner is scheduled for
Wednesday, March 29. We need
volunteers from 4–6:30 pm to set
up, serve the guests, and clean up.
To sign up please contact: Sandy
Lusher-Waterhouse (spruce50@
gmail.com or 440.498.8282).

It is an honor to serve as the president of
a congregation. And it is an honor to serve
as president of ST-KA.
After 16 months, I can tell you how proud
I am of the work of the congregation. Open
Doors is bringing in new members and
helping us retain membership. The Lifelong
Learning Committee has done extensive
work on our educational model. And, there’s
more to come…
This is our congregation. If you have
questions, thoughts, and feedback about
what’s going on, I’m available. Email me
(kim@rosnerfamily.com), call the office and
leave me a message, or even stop by on
Fridays at Temple. I often have Friday “office
hours” and would love to see you.
B’shalom,
Kim Rosner, President
president@suburbantemple.org

From our Director of Lifelong Learning

Partnering With Each Other and God

I

have always loved the
following story/joke:

heaven? I prayed for you to save me, I
trusted you to save me from that flood.”

A very religious man
was once caught in
rising floodwaters. He
climbed onto the roof
of his house and
trusted God to rescue him. A neighbor came
by in a canoe and said, “The waters will
soon be above your house. Hop in and we’ll
paddle to safety.”

And God replied, “I sent you a canoe, a
boat and a helicopter, what more could I
do?!?!”

“No thanks” replied the religious man.
“I’ve prayed to God and I’m sure God will
save me.”
A short time later the police came by in a
boat. “The waters will soon be above your
house. Hop in and we’ll take you to safety.”
“No thanks” replied the religious man.
“I’ve prayed to God and I’m sure God will
save me.”
A little time later a rescue services helicopter
hovered overhead, let down a rope ladder
and said. “The waters will soon be above
your house. Climb the ladder and we’ll fly
you to safety.”
“No thanks” replied the religious man.
“I’ve prayed to God and I’m sure God will
save me.”
All this time the floodwaters continued to
rise, until soon they reached above the roof
and the religious man drowned. When he
arrived at heaven he demanded an
audience with God. Ushered into God’s
throne room he said, “God, why am I here in

I love it so much because it reminds us
that we need to be God’s partner. God
provided, but we need to get on the canoe,
or the boat, or the helicopter. Next month we
will celebrate Passover, a holiday that
commemorates our Exodus from Egypt, and
event in which God played a major role. This
month, however, we celebrate Purim and our
survival at the hands of Haman who wanted
to destroy us. God is not mentioned even
once in the Megillah. The Purim story is
about human triumph.
But, if we take the time to pause and think
for a moment, no matter how many plagues
God brought upon the Egyptians or how many
miracles God performed for the Israelites, if
they were not willing to follow Moses out of
Egypt, we would not be a free Jewish people
today. And while Mordechai and Esther played
a major role in saving the Jews from Haman’s
decree, it was Mordechai’s faith in God and
his refusal to worship anyone else that
angered Haman in the first place. Additionally,
when Esther needed strength before going to
the King, she prayed.
The lesson: When we have a great
challenge to overcome, when we need to
make a change, when we need to fight for
our own rights or those of others; it is best
done when we partner with each other and
with God.
Rabbi Shana Nyer
snyer@suburbantemple.org

Religious School Experiential Seders
In preparation for Passover, on Sunday, March 19, during religious school, our K-7th
grade students with have an experiential Seder. We will model for all our students what
an innovative, fun and engaging Seder experience can be. Those who attended last
year found the morning to be educational, meaningful, and quite special. This year we
will be bringing back some of last year’s favorites and also adding some new songs,
prayers and activities this year which you can make a part of your own family Seder.
The Seder for K-2 will be from 10–11 am and the Seder for 3rd-7th grade
will be from 9:30 am–noon. We invite and encourage parents and other members to
join us for this special morning Please RSVP by emailing LifelongLearning@
suburbantemple.org or calling the Temple at 216.991.0700, with how many members of
your family will be joining us, and for which Seder.

Lifelong Learning
Parent’s Night Out
Would you like a date night? Or a night
out with friends? Let our professionally
trained teachers, Kathy Klein and Heidi
Mell, and their assistants watch your
children while you go and enjoy
yourselves! All children 1 year and older
are welcome to join us March 4, from
6–9 pm for a pizza dinner, activities,
havdalah, and a movie in pajamas. The
cost is $10 per child with a maximum of
$25 per family for the whole evening,
and this program is open to the
community, so tell your friends with
Jewish kids!
Come Grow with
Me Shabbat
On Friday, March
10, at 6 pm join us
for a brief, interactive,
and fun Shabbat
service, featuring
music by Cantor Dave
and a story by Rabbi
Shana. The service is
followed by Shabbat
dinner for families with very young
children (0-9 years old). This program is
free, and open to the community so
invite your friends with Jewish kids!
Please RSVP and come in costume as
we will be celebrating Purim!
Religious School Shabbat at the
Rabbi’s House:
Come kvell (beam with pride and joy)
over our 3rd and 4th graders at
Religious School Shabbat on Friday,
March 17 at 6 pm. Our students will
participate in services and our teachers
and madrichim will lead the blessings.
Services will be followed by Shabbat
dinner for all 3rd and 4th graders and
their families at Rabbi Shana’s house.
Please RSVP for all above programs
by emailing LifelongLearning@
suburbantemple.org or calling the
Temple at 216.991.0700.
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PURIM IS COMING!
Greetings from Kol Nashim

I

hope this article finds you ready for
spring and excited for the sweetness of
all the hamantaschen we will eat this
month! If you participated and
celebrated at our “Pinch and Pour”
hamantaschen making social, I thank
you and my stomach will thank you.
Book Club
Spring is a great time to get
lost in a good book! Pick up
a copy of A Book That Was
Lost, a compilation of 35
stories written by S. Y. Agnon.
Then, join the ST-KA Book
Club, sponsored by Kol Nashim, on
March 23 at 7 pm, for a stimulating
discussion led by Rabbi Vann. Nancy
Huntsman and Barbara Margolis will be
hosting this event at their home. An
address will provided when you RSVP to
the Temple office at 216.991.0700 or
dhopkins@suburbantemple.org.

Women's Seder
Speaking of celebrating together, I hope
you are all looking forward to one of my
favorite Kol Nashim celebrations of the
year, our Women’s Seder! Please mark
your calendar for Wednesday, April 5 at
5:30 pm. This event always proves to be
one of the most fun and rewarding. I find
it to be a moving evening because I don’t
have the opportunity to be together in
celebration with other women as often as
I would like to. I would urge you to gather
your girlfriends, mothers, daughters,
sisters, aunts and granddaughters to
celebrate Passover in this meaningful
experience lead by Rabbi Vann and
soloist Laura Lindauer. Please bring a
wine glass or goblet special to you to be
used as a Miriam’s Cup during the Seder.
We will serve traditional Pesach foods,
including a light meal. We will sing, we will
dance, we will question, and we will learn
together! Look for more information in the
Bulletin and in your email inbox.
I look forward to seeing you at Temple,
Amy Bloomberg,
Kol Nashim President
STKAKolNashim@gmail.com
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Let's Make Hamentaschen!
We are looking for congregants to help us prepare for the
holiday! On March 5, from noon–3 pm, come help us
prepare hamantaschen in the Temple kitchen. If you like
cooking, spending time with and getting to know other
congregants, or are just looking for an activity to help shake
the winter blahs, we would love to hear from you!
Please contact Jonathan Payes at 216.991.0700 or at
lifelonglearning@suburbantemple.org

Purim Carnival set-up
Volunteers needed on Saturday, March 11 at 10:30 am!
We are looking for a few good women and men to help make
the magic happen for our kids on Purim. Help us set up the
different games and stations for our amazing Purim Carnival,
help us bake hamantaschen and help Rabbi Shana decorate
the building. We’ll provide lunch and beverages.
Please contact the Temple to let us know we can count on
you—walk-ins are always welcome. If you are interested in
helping, please contact Jonathan Payes by 2 pm on Friday,
March 10 (lifelonglearning@suburbantemple.org or 216.991.0700).

Pints On Purim
Saturday, March 11 | 7 pm
Purim is NOT just for kids! Join Rabbi Vann at the Winking
Lizard (25380 Miles Road) on Purim Eve, Saturday, March
11 beginning at 7 pm to learn the real story of Purim. Be
careful-the Lizard may even blush! Please RSVP to Dale
Hopkins at 216.991.070 or dhopkins@suburbantemple.org
by 4pm on Monday, March 6 (adults only).

Purim Carnival and Shpiel
Sunday, March 12 | 10:30 am
Join us for the annual Purim Carnival and Shpiel at Suburban
Temple-Kol Ami. Back by popular demand will be Ankle
Biters Improv featuring Temple member Deena Nyer
Mendlowitz! There will be pizza, games, prizes, giant inflatables, costumes, homemade hamantaschen and more...
including a guest appearance by the Cleveland Indians’
mascot, SLIDER and our special Indians tickets raffle!
Don’t miss a moment of the fun! (All ages.)

March Programs, Events, and Meetings
Torah study meets every Saturday morning from 9:15-10:15 am. Join Rabbi Vann in the
Gries Library for bagels and open discussion about the Torah.

Milestone Birthdays
and Anniversaries

Sat., Mar 4............. 6 pm | Parents’ Night Out
Sun., Mar 5............ 10 am | Annual Bagel Breakfast
Mon., Mar 6........... 7 pm | Finance Committee meeting
Tues., Mar 7.......... 6:30 pm | Adult B’nai Mitzvah class
Wed., Mar 8........... 6 pm | Vintage Committee meeting
Thurs., Mar 9........ 5:30 pm | Tikkun Olam Committee meeting
Sat., Mar 11........... 7 pm | Pints on Purim at Winking Lizard on Miles Road, Bedford
Sun., Mar 12.......... 10:30 am | Annual Purim Carnival and Shpiel
Mon., Mar 13......... 7 pm | Board of Trustees meeting
Tues., Mar 14........ 6:30 pm | Adult B’nai Mitzvah class

Mazal tov to our members who
are celebrating milestone
birthdays in March:

Jamie Cole
Frederick Eisner
Diane Galvin
Ronald Gottfried
Debra Light
Diane Scholnick
Lee Seidman
Mazal tov to our members who
are celebrating a milestone
anniversary in March:

Tom and Shelly Galvin – 50 years
Milestone birthday listings begin at age 50
and every five years afterward.
All birthdays 100 and over are listed.

Wed., Mar 22......... 7 pm | Executive Committee meeting

Milestone anniversaries begin at ten years and
continue every five years thereafter.

Thurs., Mar 23...... 7 pm | ST-KA Book Club
Tues., Mar 28........ 6:30 pm | Adult B’nai Mitzvah class
Wed., Mar 29......... 4 pm | Calvary Church Spaghetti Dinner

ST-KA Technology Update
ST-KA Joins AmazonSmile

Did you know that shopping on Amazon.com can benefit ST-KA? We have signed up with
AmazonSmile, which donates a small percentage of every purchase to our congregation.
Please visit smile.amazon.com and choose Suburban Temple-Kol Ami as your preferred
charity. There is no extra cost to you and you can use your usual amazon.com account.
Start at smile.amazon.com each time you shop!
Live Streaming Service Information
Don’t forget, you can watch Kabbalat Shabbat services live (or recorded) on our website.
Please visit www.suburbantemple.org and click on the live stream menu at the top.
WiFi For Everyone!
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami has WiFi available to all of our guests. If you have a WiFi capable
device and wish to connect, simply use the guest password “Temple2016”.

Suburban
Spotlight
Temple member Jack Bialosky, Jr.
has been elevated to the American
Institute of Architects' prestigious
College of Fellows, an honor awarded
to members who have made
significant contributions to the
profession and society. Jack will be
honored at the AIA Conference on
Architecture later this year. Out of a
total AIA membership of over 90,000,
approximately 3 percent are
distinguished with the honor of
fellowship and honorary fellowship.
Mazal tov!
ST-KA members: The spotlight’s on
you! We’d love to highlight your
accomplishments, honors, and accolades in the monthly Bulletin and in the
Temple Times. Send submissions to
dhopkins@suburbantemple.org.
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Shabbat Acknowledgments
We are grateful to the following people
who helped make our January worship
services a beautiful experience.
Blessings: Noah Adamson, Ori Akrish,
Ziv Biri, Michael Litt, Flossy Mitchell, Amy
Richards, Ellyn Ross, Mary Ann Wormser
Torah Blessings: Barbara Margolis and
Nancy Huntsman
Announcements: Kim Rosner
Ushers: Rene Klein, Debra Light, Flossy
& Dennis Mitchell, Richard Skall

Bimah Flowers and
Oneg Shabbat Sponsors
On January 13, bimah flowers were gifts
from Debra Light and Bruce Sherman
in loving memory of Kenneth Light and
Linda November.
On January 20, bimah flowers were
gifts from The Cristal Family in loving
memory of Peter D. Cristal.

Keep In Touch With Us!
Please let us know when you, or
someone you know, is hospitalized, ill,
or bereaved, or would just enjoy a call
from the rabbi or a member of the
Caring Community. We also love
hearing good news, such as a birth or
other simcha! In order to better serve
the congregation, please share this
information with Rabbi Vann by calling
the office at 216.991.0700, or by
emailing Rabbi Vann directly at avann@
suburbantemple.org.

Are You On Our Email List?
Do you want to receive the Temple
Times, Religious School news, invitations
for special Temple events, snow day
information, and bereavement notices?
Then we’ll need your correct email
address! Send updates to dhopkins@
suburbantemple.org.
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We Gratefully Acknowledge
the Following Contributions
Please consider making a contribution to Suburban Temple-Kol Ami to celebrate a special
occasion, express gratitude or sympathy, or honor important accomplishments.
A current list of Temple funds is available from the Temple office. Donations may be
made online at www.suburbantemple.org. Donations listed below were received between
January 1-31, 2017. Please let us know of any errors or omissions
Bimah Flower Fund
In loving memory of
Kenneth Light and Linda November
		 Debra Light and Bruce Sherman
Peter D. Cristal
		 The Cristal Family
General Operating Fund
In loving memory of
Carol and Gary Posner
		 Ruth and James Friedman
		Pamela and Stuart Katz
		Amy Rosewater Halushka and
Leslie Rochkind
		Elaine Green
		Mary Solomon
		 Katie (Glick) Ekker
		 Linda and Ron Posner

Carol Posner
		Lynda Ajoury
		Kathy Yorke and The Men & Women of
the 3 SOPS
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In loving memory of
Carol and Gary Posner
		Gail Rosewater
In honor and gratitude of the Lunch and
Learn Inauguration program
Rabbi Vann and Rabbi Nyer
		Amy Handel
In honor of a speedy recovery
Flora Blumenthal
		Amy Handel

Annual Bagel Brunch
Sunday, March 5, 2017
9:45 am | Breakfast
10:15 am | Program
Please join us for the annual bagel brunch,
featuring Amy Wachs. Amy has been
involved in Jewish genealogy for over 30
years, and she is the President of the Jewish
Genealogy Society of Cleveland. Her
program is entitled From Kovno To
Kishinev: Jewish Life Today In The
Russian Pale. Many Cleveland Jews trace
their ancestry to the shtetls of the area of Eastern Europe once known as
the Russian Pale of Settlement. What is the Pale like today? This program
will discuss Jewish life in Latvia, Lithuania, Belarus, and Moldova, based on
the speaker’s experiences living and working in Eastern Europe. The cost
is $6 for members and $8 for guests. This event is sponsored by
Vintage Suburban.

RSVP by e-mailing dhopkins@suburbantemple.org
or call 216.991.0700 ext. 100
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STAFF

Allison Vann, Rabbi
Eric J. Bram, D.D., Rabbi Emeritus, z”l
Michael A. Oppenheimer, D.D., Rabbi Emeritus
Myron Silverman, D.D., Rabbi Emeritus, z”l
Brett Shankman, Executive Director
Rabbi Shoshana Nyer, Director of Lifelong Learning
Laura J. Lindauer, Interim Music Director

O F F I C E RS

Kimberly Rosner, President
Laura Barnard, Vice-President
Sue Hoffman, Vice-President
Jonathan Litt, Secretary
Michelle S. Brown, Treasurer
Sara E. Stashower, Immediate Past President

Follow us on social media:
www.facebook.com/
suburbantemple.org
@rabbivann

March Shabbat and Worship Calendar
Friday, March 17 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service.
3rd and 4th grade students will be
participating and will dine at Rabbi
Shana's house after!
Friday, March 24 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service.
Friday, March 3 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service. This will be a special “camp style” Shabbat with
the new director of URJ 6 Points Creative Arts Academy (opening Summer
2018) Jo Ellen Unger leading the service. A light supper and roundtable
discussions will follow. A donation is suggested, but not required.
Friday, March 10 | 6 pm
A special all music Kabbalat Shabbat Service with Kolot Kol Ami. A light
supper and roundtable discussions will follow. A donation is suggested,
but not required.
Come Grow With Me! Shabbat. Purim themed, so please come in costume!

Friday, March 31 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service.

PURIM IS
COMING!
See page 4
for all of the fun!

