January 2017

January Shabbat and
Worship Schedule
Friday, January 6 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
with Torah reading.
Friday, January 13 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service.
Friday, January 20 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service with
Kolot Kol Ami.
Come Grow With Me! Shabbat.
Friday, January 27 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service.
7th graders will participate.

Keep In Touch With Us!
Please let us know when you, or someone you know, is hospitalized, ill, or
bereaved, or would just enjoy a call from
the rabbi or a member of the Caring
Community. We also love hearing good
news, such as a birth or other simcha! In
order to better serve the congregation,
please share this information with Rabbi
Vann by calling the office at 216.991.0700,
or by emailing Rabbi Vann directly at
avann@suburbantemple.org.

Are You On Our Email List?
Do you want to receive the Temple Times,
Religious School news, invitations for special Temple events, snow day information,
and bereavement notices? Then we’ll
need your correct email address! Send
updates to dhopkins@suburbantemple.
org.

Music Task Force Update

J

ewish music has been part of our faith since its inception.
When the Israelites crossed the Red Sea, after being
freed—finally—from slavery, the first thing they did was
burst into song. The Psalms—all 150—are lyrics to songs.
The musical notation that we associate with the bible, called
trope, is one of the most ancient forms of notated music—
and it is still in practice today! Even with this tradition
holding fast, our music has evolved and adapted. For example, in the 18th
and 19th century, a nigun using repetitive sounds such as “bim-bim-bam” or
“ai-ai-ai!” instead of formal lyrics, was popularized by the Chasidic
community. The rise of Reform Judaism in the early 19th and 20th century in
Western Europe and the United States married the composers secular
musical training to Jewish liturgy; such composers as Louis Lewandowski
and Ben Steinberg are still ubiquitous today. Similarly, today’s Jewish
composers pull from the most compelling of music that touches them, such
as folk, rock, hip-hop, and even rap.
Musical richness is an integral part of our faith tradition. We know this; and
we also know that our Jewish musical tastes are very personal, often based
on what we grew up with. However, because we are most likely to be
exposed to less Jewish music, and to know less about Jewish music, it is
possible our tastes are less refined and informed. This is an interesting
challenge facing a synagogue, and a Jewish community, in the 21st century.
Therefore, to engage Suburban Temple-Kol Ami in a conversation about
Jewish music, the Music Task Force recently sent out a survey to begin to
assess the interests and needs of our congregation. We very much hope you
received the survey, and took part in it!
Learning, growing and allowing different and new Jewish music to enrich us
is important, even as we know that we will always have our favorite songs.
Please stay “tuned” for more opportunities to learn, and participate, in our
music journey together.
Rabbi Allison Vann
avann@suburbantemple.org

January Adult Education
What are the values of Reform Judaism? From ancient prophets to today’s social
justice and theological leaders … how do Reform Jewish values impact our daily
lives? Join Rabbi Vann for a lively conversation and discussion on Sundays,
January 8, 22 and 29 at 9:30 am for Reform Judaism: Value Added.

From Brett’s Desk:

L

ast night I stayed late
at the office to clean.
I’ve been blessed to see
many of you in the
building and some of
you have stepped into
my office. You no doubt
noticed my filing
system, aka my “piles.” Some of you
kindly ignored them. Some of you made
a funny comment about the work load.
In January, many of us set resolutions
and goals that with all good intentions
we strive to meet for at least a few
weeks before falling back into old habits.
My late-night purge was designed to
find my desktop. Throw away the
multiple drafts of letters, bulletins, and
the weekly Temple Times. File papers
that have been anxiously waiting to see
the inside of the file cabinet.
It was also designed to remove some
of visual clutter which often gets in the
way of seeing the next step. One
challenge of my filing system is that it
occasionally gets in the way of seeing
you, our ST-KA congregants.
So, I’m putting on paper a new
resolution for this year, but I need your
help. I want to see you, meet you, and
talk to you. My goal is to have a
minimum of one congregant visit each
week. While I love greeting each of you
on Friday nights for services, that time
won’t count to fulfilling my goal. Let’s
have breakfast, coffee, lunch, or just
meet. I want to learn more about you
and your relationship with ST-KA!
For this to work, you must say yes
when the office (me or possibly another
member of the staff) call to schedule
time. Or you can call me!
I’m excited about getting to know our
community even more.
Best wishes for a Happy New Year
2017,
Brett Shankman,
Executive Director
bshankman@suburbantemple.org

From our President:

Opportunities Outside Your Comfort Zone

M

ost of us access
Temple through a
familiar activity,
something within our
comfort zone. But
there’s a world of
opportunity waiting for
all of us through our
Temple doors, from acquiring new
friendships with other congregants, to
learning something about Judaism that we
never knew before. I ask you, as we begin
2017, to consider this among your New
Year’s resolutions: Let’s try to find our way
out of those comfort zones. As a beginning,
attend a Friday night service. If the service
takes place the first Shabbat of the month, it
will include the reading of the Torah. Read
with the ST-KA book club sponsored by Kol
Nashim – the Women of Suburban TempleKol Ami. Join the Men’s Club for a sports
outing. Attend Vintage’s film festival.
There are numerous opportunities for
study and reflection for all ages, thanks to
Rabbi Vann, Rabbi Shana, and our
outstanding faculty. Study Torah with Rabbi
Vann for an hour every Saturday morning.
Always wanted to join the choir? Do so! No
auditions are required, just the desire to
sing. Come talk to Laura!
There is also volunteer work through the
Temple’s committees and task forces to
keep the Temple moving forward. You might

be interested in serving as an ambassador
for STKA within the wider Jewish community.
Our Temple is actively involved in the efforts
of the Greater Cleveland Congregations, a
non-partisan coalition of faith communities
and partner organizations in Cuyahoga
County working together to address a
number of issues, including gun violence
and civil rights. Another volunteer
opportunity takes place at Calvary Church in
Cleveland, where our members have been
cooking and serving dinners regularly for
more than 20 years.
But to sustain these programs, and the
sacred space in which they are housed, we
rely on our members for additional support
beyond Open Door pledges. Whether large
or small, each donation counts towards
our annual appeal goal of $36,000.
Contributions are tax deductible and can be
made by check, on our website, or by
calling the Temple office with a credit card
number. This supplemental support allows
us to provide all of these opportunities for a
touch to our Judaism, and the possibility of
finding a new touch — something outside of
our customary Temple activity — our Temple
comfort zone, whatever that may be.
All the best for 2017.
Kim Rosner, President
president@suburbantemple.org

ST-KA Technology Update
ST-KA Joins AmazonSmile

Did you know that shopping on Amazon.com can benefit ST-KA? We have signed up with
AmazonSmile, which donates a small percentage of every purchase to our congregation.
Please visit smile.amazon.com and choose Suburban Temple-Kol Ami as your preferred
charity. There is no extra cost to you and you can use your usual amazon.com account.
Start at smile.amazon.com each time you shop!
Live Streaming Service Information
Don’t forget, you can watch Kabbalat Shabbat services live (or recorded) on our website.
Please visit www.suburbantemple.org and click on the live stream menu at the top.
WiFi For Everyone!
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami has WiFi available to all of our guests. If you have a WiFi capable
device and wish to connect, simply use the guest password “Temple2016”.
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From our Director of Lifelong Learning

Life is a Journey and Learning
Has No Final Destination!

O

n a Fall Sunday
morning, our 5th
and 6th graders and
their parents gathered
together for services,
and then formally
began their journey
towards Bar or Bat
Mitzvah with an orientation program. Each
learner created a visual interpretation of their
family’s personal Jewish journey,
recognizing that Bar/Bat mitzvah is not an
ending, but rather a significant marker along

the way. Afterwards, we discussed that while
we all have our own personal journeys, we
are also a part of the greater journey of the
Jewish people; a journey that began
thousands of years ago in the Torah. We
then unrolled the entire Torah scroll and
showed each child where their Bar/Bat
Mitzvah portion would be. It was a wonderful
and meaningful morning for all of us as we
shared our individual and collective stories!
Rabbi Shana Nyer
snyer@suburbantemple.org

Lifelong Learning
Come Grow with Me Shabbat
On January 20, at
6 pm join us for a
brief, interactive,
and fun Shabbat
service, featuring
music by Cantor
Dave and a story by
Rabbi Shana. The
service is followed
by Shabbat dinner
for families with
very young children
(0-9 years old).
This program is open to the community,
so tell your friends!

Religious School Shabbat
at the Rabbi’s House
Come kvell (beam with pride and joy)
over our 7th graders at Religious School
Shabbat on Friday, January 27 at 6
pm. Our students will participate in services and our teachers and madrichim
will lead the blessings. Services will be
followed by Shabbat dinner for all 7th
graders and their families at Rabbi
Shana’s house.

Parent’s Night Out
Would you like a date night? Or a night
out with friends? Let our professionally
trained teachers, Kathy Klein and Heidi
Mell, and their assistants watch your
children while you go and enjoy yourselves! All children 1 year and older are
welcome to join us January 28, from
6–9 pm for a pizza dinner, activities,
havdalah, and a movie in pajamas. The
cost is $10 per child with a maximum of
$25 per family for the whole evening!
This program is open to the community,
so tell your friends!

Please RSVP for all programs to
Jonathan Payes (lifelonglearning@
suburbantemple.org or 216.991.0700
ext. 101).
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Greetings from Kol Nashim!

I

f you attended our Rosh Chodesh event
at the Cleveland Candle Company I
hope you had a wonderful evening! We
had so much fun “sniffing” out our favorite candle scent and creating our own
candles. We finished with a beautiful service written by Susan Merdler and led by
Rabbi Vann. Thank you all who participated, it was delightful!
Women’s Shabbat
As we are practicing writing “2017” in
anticipation of the New Year, I hope
everyone will put a big star on February
3! This is the date of the Kol Nashim
Women’s Shabbat service and congregational dinner. It is such an honor to
participate in our worship service with
the women of the congregation. We welcome and invite any women who would
like to participate on any level to please
contact the Temple office. Good friends,
good music and good food will make for
an unforgettable evening! Please see the
announcement and registration form on
the back of this Bulletin!
ST-KA Book Club
Winter is a great time to
get lost in a good book!
Pick up a copy of “Born
Survivors” by Wendy
Holden. Join the ST-KA
Book Club, sponsored
by Kol Nashim, for a
stimulating discussion
led by Rabbi Vann on
Tuesday, January 24,
at 7 pm at the home of Ellen Weber.
Please contact the Temple to RSVP
(216.991.0700 or dhopkins@suburbantemple.org). We will provide the address
at that time.
Amy Bloomberg,
Kol Nashim President
STKAKolNashim@gmail.com

Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class
We are planning to begin a new Adult B’nai Mitzvah class in January.
Classes taught by Rabbi Vann and Rabbi Shana will meet once a week
for about 13 months, culminating in a B’nai Mitzvah ceremony in Spring
2018. If you are a Jewish adult who has never had a Bar/Bat Mitzvah,
or who had one, but is looking for a meaningful way to connect to your
Judaism and your Temple community, we hope you will join us for this
journey. If you are interested or have any questions, please email
Rabbi Shana at snyer@suburbantemple.org.

Upcoming Music at

Suburban Temple-Kol Ami
Singing has physical benefits because it is
an aerobic activity that increases oxygenation
in the blood stream and exercises major
muscle groups in the upper body, even
when sitting. Singing has psychological benefits because of its normally positive effect in
reducing stress levels through the action of
the endocrine system which is linked to our
sense of emotional well-being. Psychological
benefits are also evident when people sing
together as well as alone because of the
increased sense of community, belonging
and shared endeavor.
– Professor Graham Welch, Chair of
Music Education at the Institute of
Education, University of London
And if that’s not enough:
It’s a great way to keep in shape because
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you are exercising your lungs and heart. Not
only that, your body produces ‘feel good’
hormones called endorphins, which rush
around your body when you sing. It’s exactly
the same when you eat a bar of chocolate.
The good news with singing is that you don’t
gain any calories!
–V
 ocal Coach and Singer, Helen Astrid,
from The Helen Astrid Singing Academy,
London
If you’d like to live longer and have fun
doing it, our congregational choir might just
be what the doctor ordered! Here are some
upcoming services in which Kolot Kol Ami
will participate:
January 20, Shabbat service 6 pm
February 3, Torah service with
Kol Nashim 6 pm
March 3, Torah service 6 pm
April 7, Torah service 6 pm
We hope you’ll think about joining us.
If you are interested in singing, please
contact Laura Lindauer at 440.781.7673 or
ljlindauer@gmail.com. No previous
experience is necessary.

January Programs, Events, Meetings
Torah study meets every Saturday morning from 9:15–10:15 am. Join Rabbi Vann in the
Gries Library for bagels and open discussion about the Torah.

Milestone Birthdays
and Anniversaries

Sun., Jan 1........................ No Religious School
Mon., Jan 2....................... TEMPLE OFFICE CLOSED
Thurs., Jan 5..................... 6 pm | Vintage Committee meeting
Sun., Jan 8........................ 9:30 am | Adult Education “Reform Judaism: Value Added”
Mon., Jan 9....................... 7 pm | Board of Trustees meeting

Mazal tov to our members who
are celebrating milestone
birthdays in January:

Kelly Berick
Barrett Brown
David Cole
Barbara Feinberg

Wed., Jan 11..................... 6:30 pm | Executive Committee meeting
Sun., Jan 15...................... No Religious School
Mon., Jan 16..................... TEMPLE OFFICE CLOSED
Tues., Jan 17..................... 6:30 pm | Adult B’nai Mitzvah class begins
7 pm | Kolot Kol Ami rehearsal
Wed., Jan 18..................... 7 pm | Lifelong Learning Committee meeting

Constance Gordon
Kenneth Lapine
Randice Simon
Mazal tov to our members who
are celebrating milestone
anniversaries in January:

Glenn and Joan Gali – 40 years
James and Nancy Grunzweig – 55 years
Rudi and Sue Hoffman – 45 years

Sun., Jan 22...................... 9:30 am | Adult Education “Reform Judaism: Value Added”
Tues., Jan 24..................... 7 pm | ST-KA Book Club
Wed., Jan 25..................... 4 pm | Calvary Church Spaghetti Dinner

Milestone birthday listings begin at age 50 and
every five years afterward.
All birthdays 100 and over are listed.
Milestone anniversaries begin at ten years and
continue every five years thereafter.

Sat., Jan 28....................... 6 pm | Parents’ Night Out
Sun., Jan 29...................... 9:30 am | Adult Education “Reform Judaism: Value Added”
Tues., Jan 31..................... 7 pm | Kolot Kol Ami rehearsal

Calvary Church Supper

Suburban
Spotlight
ST-KA members: The spotlight’s on
you! We’d love to highlight your
accomplishments, honors, and accolades in the monthly Bulletin and in the
Temple Times. Send submissions to
dhopkins@suburbantemple.org.

Our Prides and Joys

For more than 20 years, Suburban Temple-Kol Ami members have been cooking and
serving meals at Calvary Church at 79th and Euclid Ave. The next dinner is scheduled for
Wednesday, January 25. We need volunteers from 4–6:30 pm to set up, serve the guests,
and clean up. To sign up please contact: Sandy Lusher-Waterhouse (spruce50@gmail.com
or 440.498.8282).

Please let us know of a joyous event in
your family! We would love to share your
birth or wedding announcements.
Send submissions to dhopkins@
suburbantemple.org.
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Shabbat Acknowledgments
We are grateful to the following people
who helped make our December
worship services a beautiful experience.
Blessings: Noreen Bertman, Jean and
Lou Bloomfield, Barbara and Irv
Feldman, Tom Wieder

Honoring Bruce Shewitz...
A Concert with Julie Silver
Thank you to Julie, our generous donors, patron and general admission ticket holders who
came together to give Bruce a beautiful retirement celebration! In particular, we want to
thank event co-chairs Jack and Ronni Bialosky and Richard and Natalie Skall!

Torah Blessings: Sue Hoffman
Announcements: Kim Rosner
Ushers: Noreen Bertman, Jan Lieblich,
Flossy and Dennis Mitchell, Richard and
Natalie Skall, Tom Wieder

Bimah Flowers and
Oneg Shabbat Sponsors
On December 30, bimah flowers were
gifts from Jean and Louis Bloomfield
in loving memory of Sol Bloomfield and
Maurine K. Schreiber.

Left: Julie Silver; Above: Laura Lindauer, Bruce Shewitz and
Julie Silver

We Gratefully Acknowledge
the Following Contributions
Please consider making a contribution to
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami to celebrate a
special occasion, express gratitude or
sympathy, or honor important accomplishments. A current list of Temple
funds is available from the Temple office.
Donations may be made online at
www.suburbantemple.org. Donations
listed below were received between
December 1 and December 10, 2016.
Please let us know of any errors or
omissions.

Amy Bloomberg, Debra Light and Bruce Sherman

Laura Lindauer

Community Supper Fund
In appreciation of
	
Sandy Lusher-Waterhouse and
Bruce Waterhouse
		Annette Lusher
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In gratitude of
Rabbi Allison Vann
		
David, Michael and William
Greenberg and Mindy Becker
In celebration of his Bar Mitzvah
Justin Flamm
		 Jean and Louis Bloomfield
Scholnick Youth Leadership Fund
In loving memory of
Kevin Feder
		 Diane and Harvey Scholnick

Natalie and Richard Skall (co-chairs), Kim Rosner and Rabbi
Vann

Co-chair Ronni Bialosky

Bruce Shewitz and family
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STAFF

Allison Vann, Rabbi
Eric J. Bram, D.D., Rabbi Emeritus, z”l
Michael A. Oppenheimer, D.D., Rabbi Emeritus
Myron Silverman, D.D., Rabbi Emeritus, z”l
Brett Shankman, Executive Director
Rabbi Shoshana Nyer, Director of Lifelong Learning
Laura J. Lindauer, Interim Music Director

O F F I C E RS

Kimberly Rosner, President
Laura Barnard, Vice-President
Sue Hoffman, Vice-President
Jonathan Litt, Secretary
Michelle S. Brown, Treasurer
Sara E. Stashower, Immediate Past President

Follow us on social media:
www.facebook.com/
suburbantemple.org
@rabbivann

Our Annual Women’s Shabbat Service and Dinner
Friday, February 3, 2017 | 6 pm

INVITES YOU TO...

With Kolot Kol Ami, our congregational choir
Festive Oneg and Shabbat Dinner to follow

AB OUT THE AJC :
For almost 70 years, AJC Cleveland
has been a thought leader, providing a
unique voice and perspective in
Northeastern Ohio. While much of our
advocacy takes place quietly and
behind the scenes, its impact is wideranging and significant. AJC Cleveland
tackles the most pressing issues of the
day in a deliberate, diplomatic, and
thoughtful manner – educating and
influencing on the issues that we care
most deeply about as Americans and
Jews. In Cleveland and around the
world, AJC is a global voice for a
global era.
AJC’s mission is to enhance the wellbeing of the Jewish people and Israel,
and to advance human rights and
democratic values in the United States
and around the world.

Featuring Guest Speaker:

Lee C. Shapiro, Director of the American
Jewish Committe (AJC) Cleveland: “Finding
My Voice Through Jewish Advocacy”
Event Chairs: Michelle Brown, Betsy Williger

✁

Women’s Shabbat Dinner, February 3, 2017 | RSVP by January 30, 2017
Name(s): _______________________________________________________________
Phone or email: _________________________________________________________
Number Attending: ______ @ $20/person = $_______________
___ Check enclosed, made payable to Suburban Temple-Kol Ami.
___ Charge my credit card: ______________________________________________
		

Expiration date: ____/_____

CVV Code: ______

Please return form and payment to Suburban Temple-Kol Ami to 22401 Chagrin Blvd.,
Beachwood, OH 44122

