
February 2017

February Shabbat and 
Worship Schedule
Friday, February 3 | 6 pm
Kol Nashim Women’s Shabbat Service 
with Kolot Kol Ami and Torah reading.
Guest Speaker: Lee C. Shapiro  
(see page 4 )

Friday, February 10 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service.
Come Grow With Me! Shabbat.

Friday, February 17 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service.

Friday, February 24 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service.
Pre-K through 2nd graders will participate. 
Dinner at Rabbi Vann’s will follow!

Keep In Touch With Us!
Please let us know when you, or some-
one you know, is hospitalized, ill, or 
bereaved, or would just enjoy a call from 
the rabbi or a member of the Caring 
Community. We also love hearing good 
news, such as a birth or other simcha! In 
order to better serve the congregation, 
please share this information with Rabbi 
Vann by calling the office at 216.991.0700, 
or by emailing Rabbi Vann directly at 
avann@suburbantemple.org.

Are You On Our Email List?
Do you want to receive the Temple Times, 
Religious School news, invitations for spe-
cial Temple events, snow day information, 
and bereavement notices? Then we’ll 
need your correct email address! Send 
updates to dhopkins@suburbantemple.
org.

If Not Now, When?

As I write this article, in early January of 2017, the picture 
in my mind is that of the front sign of the Cincinnati 

campus of Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion (HUC-JIR). HUC-JIR is the rabbinic school where 
both Rabbi Shana and I received ordination, and I attended 
the Cincinnati campus. Why is the sign something I’m 
focused on? Because, one night, a large swastika was 

painted on in it. While it was quickly cleaned up, the image was seared in 
my heart.

I think of the four years I spent in Cincinnati, driving so often to the campus 
for study and camaraderie, which used to be a place I thought of with nostal-
gia and poignancy. Now, I worry about the safety of the professors and my 
soon to be colleagues. 

Yes, this is personal. But it’s so much more than that. In the last months, 
there has been a significant increase in the number of incidents of hate, 
antisemitism, and even violence. The Southern Poverty Law Center and the 
Anti-Defamation League have each counted hundreds of events since the  
summer, and even more since the election in November.

What is our responsibility and response, as Jews? Lord Rabbi Jonathan 
Sacks teaches in his book To Heal a Fractured World: The Ethics of 
Responsibility, “God creates divine justice, but only we can create human jus-
tice, acting on behalf of God...” We have an obligation to not only imagine a 
righteous world, but to be the ones to create it. 

We cannot stand idly by while growing instances of hate that threaten and 
invade our lives: 

We must KNOW what is happening all around us. We must learn—by read-
ing, listening, and paying attention to the news, to notable books, as well as 
to the local, regional and national political agendas.

We must say NO. When unacceptable speech is used around you—do not 
allow it. When all kinds of leaders take stands that are unacceptable, stand 
up to them. Say NO, by calling, emailing, texting, and more. Remember: your 
voice matters. Your voice makes change. 

We must do this NOW. Our work—to create a more just and righteous 
world—cannot wait. Rabbi Hillel famously said, “If I am not for myself, who 
will be for me? But if I am only for myself, who am I? If not now, when?”  

Rabbi Allison Vann
avann@suburbantemple.org



From Brett’s Desk:

As you read this, 
pitchers and catch-

ers report for spring 
training is less than a 
month! What an experi-
ence it must be for 
rookies and veterans 
alike. Everyone working 

to make the team. Everyone working to 
make the team better, indeed, the best 
that it can be. Once spring training ends, 
the regular season will begin in early 
April and we will be rooting for the Tribe 
to bring home another pennant!
We, too, are training. Leadership devel-
opment is always a goal of any non-prof-
it organization. Successful leadership 
development enhances “the bench” of 
upcoming leaders who we hope will take 
on greater and greater leadership oppor-
tunities over their years with Suburban 
Temple-Kol Ami. 

I am honored to share with you the 
news that two of our board members, 
Matt Lehman and Lori Rosenberg, 
have been accepted into the OnBoard 
Leadership program sponsored by the 
Legacy Heritage Foundation of New 
York. This intensive 15 month program 
will allow Matt and Lori to study best 
practices of board leadership, engage in 
intensive Jewish learning, and go to 
Israel in early 2018. 

A wonderful benefit of this program is 
that both Matt and Lori will be taking on 
projects of their choosing that will benefit 
the congregation and which will receive 
initial support from the Foundation. 
These projects will be determined at a 
later date.

We are honored that Matt and Lori are 
representing Suburban Temple-Kol Ami 
in the new OnBoard cohort, together 
with representatives from 14 other con-
gregations and organizations in 
Northeast Ohio. 

Mazal tov, Matt and Lori!

Brett Shankman, 
Executive Director
bshankman@suburbantemple.org
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From our Director of Lifelong Learning 

The Birthday of the Trees
The famous poet Joyce Kilmer wrote:

I think that I shall never see 
A poem lovely as a tree. 

A tree whose hungry mouth is prest 
Against the earth’s sweet flowing breast; 

A tree that looks at God all day, 
And lifts her leafy arms to pray; 

A tree that may in Summer wear 
A nest of robins in her hair; 

Upon whose bosom snow has lain; 
Who intimately lives with rain. 

Poems are made by fools like me, 
But only God can make a tree.

And the Jewish Philosopher, Martin Buber, in his most popular book, I and Thou wrote:

I contemplate a tree.

I can accept it as a picture: a rigid pillar in a flood of light, or splashes of green traversed by 
the gentleness of the blue silver ground.

I can feel it as movement: the flowing veins around the sturdy, striving core, the sucking of 
the roots, the breathing of the leaves, the infinite commerce with earth and air–and the 
growing itself in its darkness.

I can assign it to a species and observe it as an instance, with an eye to its construction and 
its way of life….

Throughout all of this the tree remains my object and has its place and its time span, its kind 
and condition.

But it can also happen, if will and grace are joined, that as I contemplate the tree I am  
drawn into a relation, and the tree ceases to be an It. The power of exclusiveness has 
seized me…

Whatever belongs to the tree is included: its form and its mechanics, its colors and its 
chemistry, its conversation with the elements and its conversation with the stars–all this in 
its entirety.

The tree is no impression, no play of my imagination, no aspect of a mood; it confronts me 
bodily and has to deal with me as I must deal with it–only differently.

Beginning on the evening of Friday, February 10, we will celebrate Tu b’Shevat. 
Commonly known as the birthday of the trees, it is also the time on our Jewish calendar 
when we are reminded of our deep connection to nature. Both Kilmer and Buber remind us 
of the awe we can sometimes feel when we think about the miraculous world God created, 
and how this awe can be one way to create a deeper and more meaningful relationship with 
God. May we all feel the awe and celebrate the miracle this Tu b’Shevat!

Rabbi Shana Nyer
snyer@suburbantemple.org



Lifelong Learning
Come Grow with Me Shabbat
On February 10, at 6 pm join us for a 
brief, interactive, and fun Shabbat ser-
vice, featuring music by Cantor Dave 
and a story by Rabbi Shana. The service 
is followed by Shabbat dinner for fami-
lies with very young children (0-9 years 
old). This program is free and open to 
the community, so invite your friends 
with Jewish children!

Religious School Shabbat  
at the Rabbi’s House
Come kvell (beam with pride and joy) 
over our Kindergarten–2nd graders at 
Religious School Shabbat on Friday, 
February 24 at 6 pm. Our students will 
participate in services and our teachers 
and madrichim will lead the blessings. 
Services will be followed by Shabbat din-
ner for all Kindergarten–2nd graders and 
their families at Rabbi Vann’s house. 

Menchkins
On Sunday, February 26 from 
10–11:15 am all 0-4 year-olds are invit-
ed to join us as we fulfill the Purim mitz-
vah (good deed or commandment) of 
mishloach manot (creating gift baskets 
for others) with the residents of Wiggins 
Place (27070 Cedar Rd., Beachwood, 
OH 44122). This program is free and 
open to the community, but please 
RSVP.

Parent’s Night Out
Would you like a date night? Or a night 
out with friends? Let our professionally 
trained teachers, Kathy Klein and Heidi 
Mell, and their assistants watch your 
children while you go and enjoy your-
selves! All children 1 year and older  
are welcome to join us March 4, from 
6–9 pm for a pizza dinner, activities, 
havdalah, and a movie in pajamas. The 
cost is $10 per child with a maximum of 
$25 per family for the whole evening, 
and this program is open to the commu-
nity, so tell your friends with Jewish kids! 

Please RSVP for all above programs 
by emailing LifelongLearning@ 
suburbantemple.org or calling the 
Temple at 216.991.0700.
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Menchkins Fun!
On December 11 our Menchkins group visted Lucy’s Sweet Surrender to learn how their 
delicious treats are made. Fun was had by all!



As you read 
this article 

we are just days 
away from our 
annual Kol 
Nashim 
Shabbat! We are 
hoping the entire 
congregation will 
join us in wor-
ship and enjoy 
learning from our 

speaker, Lee C. Shapiro. Ms. Shapiro is 
the Director of American Jewish 
Committee’s Cleveland Regional Office. 
Prior to joining AJC, she was the Director 
of Government & Public Affairs and 
Communications of Adelphia Comm-
unications of Northern Ohio where she 
strengthened relationships with external 
stakeholders including community  
leaders, elected officials, and the media. 

Ms. Shapiro spent more than 25 years 
in network television, covering politics 
and elections as she served as Director 
of Media Services for Voter News 
Service in New York. VNS was the coop-
erative venture of several major national 
news outlets, which conducted exit polls, 
collected and tabulated vote returns, 
and projected the outcome of national 
and statewide election contests. An 
expert in election law, procedure and 
process, Shapiro continues to serve as a 
member of the CNN Election Night  
decision team. 

Ms. Shapiro is a graduate of the 
University of Wisconsin with degrees in 
history, political science and education.

In addition, ladies please save the 
date for what promises to be another fun 
Rosh Chodesh event on February 26. 
Your Kol Nashim board is working fever-
ishly to iron out the details, so watch 
your weekly emails for more information!

Amy Bloomberg, 
Kol Nashim President
STKAKolNashim@gmail.com
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Upcoming Congregational Music 
Opportunities at Suburban Temple- 
Kol Ami

Here are some upcoming services in 
which our congregational choir, Kolot Kol 
Ami, will participate:

January 20, Shabbat service 6 pm. No 
Tuesday rehearsal

February 3, Torah service with Kol Nashim  
6 pm. Rehearsal: Tuesday, January 31,  
7 pm.

March 10 service 6 pm. NOTE NEW DAY! 
Rehearsal: Tuesday, February 28, 7 pm.

April 7, Torah service 6 pm. Rehearsal: 
MONDAY, April 3, 7 pm.

We hope you’ll think about joining us. If 
you are interested in singing, please contact 
Laura Lindauer at 440.781.7673 or ljlindau-
er@gmail.com. No previous experience 
is necessary.

Shiru l’Adonai  
Shir Chadash!

Lee C. Shapiro

Save the Date!
Pints on Purim 
Purim is NOT just for kids. Join Rabbi Vann 
at the Winking Lizard (25380 Miles Road) 
on Purim Eve, Saturday, March 11 at 7 
pm to learn the real story of Purim. Be care-
ful—the Lizard may even blush. First round 
and appetizers are on Rabbi Vann! Meet in 
the Board Room in the back of the restau-
rant. Please RSVP to dhopkins@suburban-
temple.org or 216.991.0700. (Age 18 and 
over, please.)

ADULTS AND KIDS!
On Sunday, March 12 from 
10:30am–1pm we will hold our annual 
Purim Carnival. Back by popular demand is 
Ankle Biters Improv featuring our member, 
Deena Nyer Mendlowitz! There will be pizza, 
games, prizes, giant inflatables, costumes, 
homemade hamantaschen and more. Don’t 
miss a moment of the fun! (All ages.)

Mitzvah Day: Serving Others 
Through Kindness
Join us on April 23 from 9:30–10:30 am
for a congregation-wide opportunity to serve, 
care and share with the community at large.

Adult Education
From Cain and Abel On: Jewish Responses to Conflict

How does Judaism deal with conflict and what does it mean to our daily lives?  
Join Rabbi Vann for a lively conversation and discussion on  

Sundays, February 5, 12 and 26 at 9:30 am.

Annual Appeal 
Update
As of our print date, the annual 
appeal has received just over 
$26,000 in commitments. Thank 
you to everyone who has given! 
Your support is so appreciated 
by the entire ST-KA family. If you 
have yet to give, or may have 
simply forgotten, you can still 
make a gift to the annual appeal. 
You can do so through the web-
site or by calling the office, 
216.991.0700. Thank you.

Our Prides and Joys
Temple member and treasurer, 
Michelle Brown welcomed her new 
granddaughter, Caroline Ava Brown  
(7 lbs 3 oz) into the world on Dec-
ember 12, 2016. Caroline Ava and her 
parents, Melanie and Eliot Brown live 
in Charlotte, NC. Mazal Tov!

Please let us know of a joyous event in 
your family! We would love to share 
your birth or wedding announcements.  
Send submissions to dhopkins@ 
suburbantemple.org.



February Programs, Events, and Meetings
Torah study meets every Saturday morning from 9:15-10:15 am. Join Rabbi Vann in the 
Gries Library for bagels and open discussion about the Torah.

Sun., Feb. 5 ...............  9:30 am | Adult Education “From Cain and Abel On: Jewish 

Responses to Conflict”

Thurs., Feb. 9 ............  5:30 pm | Tikkun Olam Committee meeting 

7 pm | Music Task Force meeting

Sun., Feb. 12 .............  9:30 am | Adult Education “From Cain and Abel On: Jewish 

Responses to Conflict” 

12:00 pm | Youth Group: Hamantashen making

Mon., Feb. 13 ............7 pm | Board of Trustees meeting

Mon., Feb. 20 ............TEMPLE OFFICE CLOSED

Tues., Feb. 21 ...........6:30 pm | Adult B’nai Mitzvah class

Thurs., Feb. 23 .........7 pm | Executive Committee meeting

Sat., Feb. 25 ..............  7-8:30 | Cleveland Heights Skating Rink—ice skating for 6-8th 

graders. $10/per student

Sun., Feb. 26 .............  9:30 am | Adult Education “From Cain and Abel On: Jewish 

Responses to Conflict” 

10 am | Menchkins: Purim Basket-making at Wiggins Place 

12:00 pm | Youth Group: Hamantashen making

Tues., Feb. 28 ...........  6:30 pm | Adult B’nai Mitzvah class 

7 pm | Kolot Kol Ami Rehearsal
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ST-KA Technology Update
ST-KA Joins AmazonSmile

Did you know that shopping on Amazon.com can benefit ST-KA? We have signed up with 
AmazonSmile, which donates a small percentage of every purchase to our congregation. 
Please visit smile.amazon.com and choose Suburban Temple-Kol Ami as your preferred 
charity. There is no extra cost to you and you can use your usual amazon.com account.  
Start at smile.amazon.com each time you shop! 

Live Streaming Service Information
Don’t forget, you can watch Kabbalat Shabbat services live (or recorded) on our website. 
Please visit www.suburbantemple.org and click on the live stream menu at the top.

WiFi For Everyone!
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami has WiFi available to all of our guests. If you have a WiFi capable 
device and wish to connect, simply use the guest password “Temple2016”.

Mazal tov to our members who  
are celebrating milestone  
birthdays in February:

Karen Bialosky

Sandra Cooklin

Norman Goldston

Marjorie Greenfield

Sandy Lusher-Waterhouse

Dennis Mitchell

Mazal tov to our members who  
are celebrating a milestone  
anniversary in February:

Scott and Cheryl Clellen – 10 years

Milestone birthday listings begin at age 50 and 
every five years afterward. 

All birthdays 100 and over are listed. 

Milestone anniversaries begin at ten years and 
continue every five years thereafter.

Milestone Birthdays
and Anniversaries

We have a budding artist in the con-
gregation! Noah Adamson, son of 
Lisa and David Adamson submitted a 
few of his artistic creations to the 
Scholastic Art + Writing Competition at 
the Cleveland Institute of Art. The com-
petition, which featured over 3,000 
entries, is open to area students in 
grades 7-12.

Noah won in three categories and in 
three different genres (painting, short 
film and photography) at the ceremo-
ny. We would like to wish him Mazal 
Tov!

ST-KA members: The spotlight’s on 
you! We’d love to highlight your 
accomplishments, honors, and acco-
lades in the monthly Bulletin and in the 
Temple Times. Send submissions to 
dhopkins@suburbantemple.org.

Suburban 
Spotlight



We Gratefully Acknowledge 
the Following Contributions
Please consider making a contribution to 
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami to celebrate a 
special occasion, express gratitude or 
sympathy, or honor important accom-
plishments. A current list of Temple 
funds is available from the Temple office. 
Donations may be made online at  
www.suburbantemple.org. Donations 
listed below were received between 
December 1 and December 31, 2016. 
Please let us know of any errors or  
omissions.

Bimah Flower Fund
In loving memory of 
  Bertram S. Nusbaum, Cilla 

Nusbaum, Lois Silberman 
Nusbaum and Susan Curtiss

  Beth and Rand Curtiss

Bruce Shewitz Music Fund
In honor of his retirement
 Bruce Shewitz
  Tracey and David Cohen

The Curtiss Family Fund
In honor of 
 Beth and Rand Curtiss
   Nancy and Charlie Nusbaum and 

family

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In loving memory of 
 Ruth and Leo Schlang
  Gail and Elliott Schlang

In Memoriam
Dear Members
Carol Posner
Gary Posner

Dear Relative
Helena Mitro
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Our Youth Go For a Whirl!
On January 8 our youth group went for a whirl and played WhirlyBall. Our 6-8th graders are 
invited to an evening of ice skating at the Cleveland Heights Skating Rink on Saturday 
February 25 at 7 pm. $10/per student. See back cover for more!
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Annual Bagel Brunch
Sunday, March 5, 2017
9:45 am  |  Breakfast
10:15 am  |  Program

Please join us for the annual 
bagel brunch, featuring Amy 
Wachs. Amy has been 
involved in Jewish genealogy 
for over 30 years, and she is 
the President of the Jewish 

Genealogy Society of Cleveland. Her program is enti-
tled FROM KOVNO TO KISHINEV:  JEWISH LIFE 
TODAY IN THE RUSSIAN PALE. Many Cleveland 
Jews trace their ancestry to the shtetls of the area of 
Eastern Europe once known as the Russian Pale of 
Settlement.  What is the Pale like today? This program 
will discuss Jewish life in Latvia, Lithuania, Belarus, 
and Moldova, based on the speaker’s experiences l 
iving and working in Eastern Europe. The cost is $6 
for members and $8 for guests. This event is  
sponsored by Vintage Suburban.

RSVP by Monday, February 27, 2017 
by e-mailing dhopkins@suburbantemple.org 

or call 216.991.0700 ext. 100


