
December 2016

December Shabbat and 
Worship Calendar

Friday, December 2 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service with  
Torah reading. 5th and 6th graders  
will participate.

Friday, December 9 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service.

Friday, December 16 | 6 pm
LIGHT THESE LIGHTS!  
A Pre-Chanukah Celebration

Friday, December 23 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service. 

Friday, December 30 | 6 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service. 

Vintage Chanukah
Celebrate Chanukah with  
Vintage Suburban
Sunday, December 11 | 5 pm
We will have a delicious dinner, lots of  
latkes, and an evening of wonderful music 
by Eric Bluffstone singing songs from 
your favorite Broadway musicals! The 
cost is $18 for members of Suburban 
Temple-Kol Ami and $20 for guests.  
RSVP to Dale Hopkins at dhopkins 
@suburbantemple.org or 219.991.0700. 
Event co-chairs are Rene Klein and 
Flossy Mitchell. Casual dress.

Mazal Tov!
On November 5, 2016 
Justin Flamm, son of 
Anne and Scott 
Flamm became Bar 
Mitzvah. Mazal Tov to 
the whole family!

These Lights Are Sacred

Ask most children, and they’ll tell you their favorite holiday is 
Chanukah. 

Because of course: presents. 
Not to burst too many bubbles, but the act of giving gifts is a  

rather late addition to Chanukah festivities. Chanukah was more often 
celebrated with family meals or, in Europe, a game of dreidl, rather than 
gift giving. 

Chanukah was always celebrated with music. If you know any Jewish 
music, you know, “I Have a Little Dreidl” or the Hebrew version, “Svivon, sov, sov.” You may 
know, “Who Can Retell…,” “Maoz Tzur,” and I would probably be remiss if I did not mention 
Adam Sandler’s “Hanukkah Song.” The list of Chanukah songs is quite long. 

Let me share lyrics from two songs. Each song teaches us something about Chanukah, 
and pulls us deeper into the meaning of the festival. 

The first song, is from tradition and is first mentioned Talmud. It teaches about being 
grateful to God for the miracles—so much so that we use the light reflected by the candles 
only to ponder God. Hanerot Halalu reads: “We kindle these lights [to commemorate] the 
saving acts, miracles and wonders which You have performed for our forefathers, in those 
days at this time, through Your holy priests. Throughout the eight days of Chanukah, these 
lights are sacred, and we are not permitted to make use of them, but only to look at them, in 
order to offer thanks and praise to Your great Name for Your miracles, for Your wonders and 
for Your salvations.” 

The second song brings us to contemporary times; to the popular Jewish musician, 
Matisyahu. He writes in the song “Miracle,” that faith in God, and the power of eight and 
light, will bring strength and hope even when it seems impossible: 

Indeed, Chanukah is so much more than presents. This year, listen to the music and find 
strength and faith in the light of these lights. 

Rabbi Allison Vann
avann@suburbantemple.org

Against all odds, trod on till tomorrow
Wipe away your tears and your sorrow
Sunrise in the sky like an arrow
No need to worry, no need to cry.
Light up your mind no longer be blind
Him who searches he’ll find
Leave your problems behind
We will shine like a fire in the sky
What’s the reason we’re alive (Reason 

we’re alive)

Bound to stumble and fall but my 
strength comes not from man at all

Bound to stumble and fall but my 
strength comes not from man at all

Do you believe in miracles
And Am I hearin’ you
Said am I seein’ you
Said eight nights and eight lights
End these fights, keep me right
And bless me to the highest heights 

with your miracles

Eight is the number of infinity one more 
than what you know how to be

And this is the light of festivity when 
your broken heart yearns to be free



From Brett’s Desk:

Every year, we count 
on the seasons 

changing. Winter, 
spring, summer, and 
fall. If you’re a sports  
fan – basketball, 
baseball, and football. 
In Judaism, the rhythm 

of our holidays. 
At Temple, many things also happen 

in a cycle. Planning for the annual 
calendar, budgeting, sending of 
membership letters, and more. 

One of those cyclical moments is 
upon us. Our annual campaign. 
Philanthropy, your personal support, is 
critical to ST-KA meeting our annual 
budget. As someone who has been 
involved in fundraising for a long time, 
I’m always concerned with balancing 
between asking too often versus not 
enough, creating what we call “donor 
fatigue” and other challenges. But at the 
end of the day, this is your congregation, 
your spiritual home and it always needs 
your help.

First, let me say thank you. Each of 
you supports us in many ways. You have 
made beautiful gifts for Open Doors, to 
say thank you to Bruce Shewitz for his 
years of making beautiful music, and 
more. 

Yet we must ask for gifts to the annual 
campaign. You have or will be receiving 
a pledge form in the mail. Every dollar 
raised goes to fund the operations of the 
Temple. If you have questions, please 
ask.

On behalf of everyone who call 
Suburban Temple – Kol Ami home, I 
humbly ask that you make the best 
possible campaign gift that you can. 

Im Tirtzu Ain Zo Agada – If You Will It, It 
Is No Dream.

Thank you,
Brett Shankman, 
Executive Director
bshankman@suburbantemple.org

Wish List
40–46” Flat Screen HDTV 
Are you replacing the TV for Chanukah? 
ST-KA is looking for up to three to 
replace the old large tube TVs in use 
around the building.
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My favorite 
Chanukah service 

took place two years 
ago when we 
dedicated Mishkan 
T’filah, the Reform 
movement’s current 
prayer book. While its 

main purpose is to provide an order of 
service, I often find it more than that. It is a 
book of poetry, a book of reflection, and I 
am grateful for its use.

As we approach Chanukah 2016, I am just 
as excited about our upcoming purchase of 
the Mishkan HaNefesh prayer books for the 
2017 High Holy Days. The two-volume 
Machzor (a volume each for Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur) includes all the wonderful 
features of Mishkan T’filah, from its fully 
transliterated liturgy to its contemporary and 
alternative readings and new translations. 
Our Temple is following in the path of other 
Reform congregations in Cleveland and 
throughout the country in adopting its use. 
Our current Machzor, “Gates of Repentance,” 
was originally published in 1978 and revised 
in 1996. Mishkan HaNefesh reflects many 
years of the Reform Movement’s spiritual 
growth and reflection since that time. You 
may recall the prayers from Mishkan 
HaNefesh that Rabbi Vann included in this 
past fall’s High Holy Day services. They 
enhanced our services, and were just a 
sampling of the spiritual opportunities 
awaiting us in the new prayer book. ST-KA 
intends to purchase our new prayer book 
sets for the congregation, and they will be 
housed here at Temple. (Of course, 
congregants are welcome to order personal 
copies.). We have received two lead gifts, 
from Karen and Sandy Shapiro and an 

anonymous donor, which will help ensure the 
purchase is possible. Additional gifts are 
being sought as well. A $50 donation will 
allow a set to be dedicated in someone’s 
honor or memory or in appreciation. Each 
dedication will be inscribed in a prayer book, 
and a card will be sent to the recipient of the 
tribute. Order forms are available in our 
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami lobby. Please 
consider a dedication as we move forward in 
raising funds for the purchase.

Later this month, we will celebrate 
Chanukah, a festival in which we celebrate 
the rededication of the holy Temple in 
Jerusalem after the Maccabees drove out 
the Syrians. Chanukah, which means 
“dedication,” encompasses so many 
themes: the freedom to worship as Jews, 
fighting for our rights against an oppressor, 
adding more light to our lives, and most 
importantly, dedication to our faith. We will 
celebrate as a community on Shabbat, 
Friday, December 16 with a special 
worship service and dinner afterward. 
The Chanukah story reminds us not only to 
care for our spiritual well-being but also for 
the Temple itself as a place of worship, 
celebration, education and community. In 
this season of dedication and re-dedication, 
and as we look forward to 2017, please take 
advantage of all ST-KA has to offer, no 
matter where you may be in your Jewish 
journey. Participation, in additional to 
on-going philanthropy, is a great way to 
support our Temple – our community and 
our spiritual home.

With best wishes from house to house for a 
joyous Chanukah,

Kim Rosner, President
president@suburbantemple.org

From our President:  

Chanukah Means “Dedication”

ST-KA Technology Update
ST-KA Joins AmazonSmile

Did you know that shopping on Amazon.
com can benefit ST-KA? We have signed up 
with AmazonSmile, which donates a small 
percentage of every purchase to our 
congregation. Please visit smile.amazon.
com and choose Suburban Temple-Kol Ami 

as your preferred charity. There is no extra 
cost to you and you can use your usual 
amazon.com account.  Start at smile.
amazon.com each time you shop! 

Live Streaming Service Information
Don’t forget, you can watch Kabbalat 
Shabbat services live (or recorded) on our 
website. Please visit www.suburbantemple.
org and click on the live stream menu at 
the top.



Lifelong Learning
Religious School Shabbat  
at the Rabbi’s House:
Come kvell (beam with pride and joy) 
over our 5th and 6th graders at Religious 
School Shabbat on Friday, December 
2 at 6 pm. Our students, teachers and 
madrichim will will participate in services. 
Services will be followed by Shabbat 
dinner for all 5th and 6th graders and 
their families at Rabbi Vann’s house. 

Parent’s Night Out:
Would you like a date night? Or a night 
out with friends? Let our professionally 
trained teachers, Kathy Klein and Heidi 
Mell, and their assistants watch your 
children while you go and enjoy 
yourselves! All children one year and 
older are welcome to join us December 
3, from 6–9 pm for a pizza dinner, 
activities, havdalah, and a movie in 
pajamas. The cost is $10 per child with a 
maximum of $25 per family for the whole 
evening! This program is open to the 
community.

Menchkins
Get your chef’s hats and aprons on! All 
0-4-year-olds and their families are 
invited to Lucy’s Sweet Surrender 
(20314 Chagrin Blvd, Shaker Heights, 
OH 44120) on Sunday, December 11 
at 10 am to bake sufganiyot (donuts) for 
Chanukah. We will also read stories and 
have snacks. This program is free and 
open to the community thanks to a 
generous grant from the Jewish 
Education Center of Cleveland.

Please RSVP for all programs to 
Jonathan Payes (lifelonglearning@ 
suburbantemple.org or 216.991.0700 
ext. 101).

Adult B’nai Mitzvah
We are planning to begin a new Adult 
B’nai Mitzvah class in January. Classes 
taught by Rabbi Vann and Rabbi Shana 
will meet once a week for about 13 
months, culminating in a B’nai Mitzvah 
ceremony in spring 2018. If you are a 
Jewish adult who has never had a Bar/
Bat Mitzvah, or who had one, but is 
looking for a meaningful way to connect 
to your Judaism and your Temple 
community, we hope you will join us for 
this journey. If you are interested or have 
any questions, please email Rabbi 
Shana at snyer@suburbantemple.org.
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From our Director of Lifelong Learning 

This Chanukah – Be the Light!

Chanukah has 
always been my 

favorite Jewish holiday. 
Beyond the presents I 
loved as a kid or the 
yummy latkes I wait all 
year for to this day, I 
love Chanukah 

because of it message of hope and 
possibility. In the darkness of winter, the light 
of the menorah reminds us of our ability to 
create, to triumph and to be the example of 
what is right and good. Before lighting your 
Chanukah candles this year, perhaps you 
will consider reciting the following prayer by 
Rabbi Sheryl Lewart, reminding us of all that 
is possible when we fulfill our responsibility 
to bring light to the world.

Hanukkah
As you kindle your own lights,
call forth a revelation
of the hidden and intense light
that shone in Eden
when Adam and Eve were bathed
in the Primordial light of creation. 

As you kindle the lights of Hanukkah
you become a guardian of light, 
a guardian of the world at Hanukkah.
May you sustain, nurture and guard  

this light.
May your further acts be
of creation and illumination.
May you recognize that you hold
a spark of hidden light
deep within you
with the power to transform,
illumine and heal.

You are a beacon of hope
dispelling darkness with wisdom.
May you encourage your light
to shine with radiance,
triumph over negativity
and push back darkness.

Amen

From my family to you and yours, a happy 
and light-filled Chanukah!

Rabbi Shana Nyer
snyer@suburbantemple.org

Happy Chanukah! 
We light the first candle on Saturday, December 24. Candles are placed in the chanukiah 
(the Hebrew word for a Chanukah menorah) from right to left, but the candles are lit from left 
to right. First, light the shamash (the “helper” candle that is higher or lower than the other 
eight), then use it to kindle the rest of the candles. On Shabbat during Chanukah, this year 
on December 30, kindle the Chanukah lights first and then the Shabbat candles.

Below are the Chanukah blessings that are said or sung while lighting the chanukiah.

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav v’tsivanu  
l’hadlik ner shel Chanukah.

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who hallows us with mitzvot, 
commanding us to kindle the Chanukah lights.
 
 
Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, she-asah nisim laavoteinu  
bayamim hahaeim baz’man hazeh. 

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who performed wonderous deeds for 
our ancestors in days of old at this season.

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, shehecheyanu v’kiy’manu  
v’higianu laz’man hazeh. 

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, for giving us life, for sustaining us, and 
for enabling us to reach this season. 

EVERY NIGHT: 

FIRST NIGHT ONLY: 



Greetings from Kol Nashim!

I look forward to seeing all of you at our 
annual congregational Chanukah 

Shabbat and dinner on Friday, 
December 16. It is truly a special eve-
ning. Please see the back page for more 
information.
December is also when we say a spe-

cial thank you to our religious school 
teachers and staff, who work so hard to 
provide a fun and solid foundation in 
Jewish learning for our youngest Temple 
members. Kol Nashim will honor our  
faculty with a lunch of appreciation on 
December 11. Please take a moment to 
express your gratitude next time you run 
into one of our fabulous educators or 
Madrichim.

ST-KA Book Club
Winter is a great time to get lost in a 
good book! Pick up a copy of “Born 
Survivors” by Wendy Holden. Join the 
ST-KA Book Club, sponsored by Kol 
Nashim, for a stimulating discussion led 
by Rabbi Vann on Tuesday, January 
24, at 7 pm at the home of Ellen Weber. 
Please contact the Temple to RSVP 
(216.991.0700 or dhopkins@suburban-
temple.org). We will provide the address 
at that time.

Amy Bloomberg, 
Kol Nashim President
STKAKolNashim@gmail.com
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      Suburban Temple-Kol Ami
Is it with a C or H?
I M confused
What about those N’s and K’s?
Do you use one or two? Is it with a C or H?
I M confused.
What about those N’s and K’s?
Do you use one or two?

That’s from a fun song by the LeeVees 
called, “How Do You Spell Channukkahh?”

We won’t make you spell it, but you can 
certainly sing about it! Join our congrega-
tional choir, Kolot Kol Ami, as we sing famil-

iar holiday tunes as part of our congrega-
tion-wide Chanukah celebration on Friday, 
December 16 at 6 pm. Rehearsal for this 
service will take place on Tuesday, 
December 13 at 7 pm in the sanctuary.

Other upcoming services in which Kolot Kol 
Ami will participate:

January 20, Shabbat service 6 pm. 
February 3, Torah service with Kol Nashim  
6 pm.
March 3, Torah service 6 pm.

We hope you’ll think about joining us.  
If you are interested in singing, please  
contact Laura Lindauer at 440.781.7673 or  
ljlindauer@gmail.com. No previous experi-
ence is necessary.

Upcoming Music at

Parent’s Night Out Fun
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Torah study meets every Saturday morning from 9:15–10:15 am. Join Rabbi Vann in the 
Gries Library for bagels and open discussion about the Torah.

Thurs., Dec 1 ......7 pm | Music Taskforce meeting

Sat., Dec 3 ..........6 pm | Parent’s Night Out

Sun., Dec 4 .........7 pm | Julie Silver in Concert honoring the retirement of Bruce Shewitz

Wed., Dec 7 ........7 pm | Executive Committee meeting

Thurs., Dec 8 ......7 pm | Tikkun Olam Committee meeting

Sun., Dec 11 .......  10 am | Menchkins 
12 pm | Faculty Appreciation Chanukah Lunch 
5 pm | Vintage Chanukah

Mon., Dec 12 ......7 pm | Board of Trustees meeting

Tues., Dec 13 ......  7 pm | Kolot Kol Ami Rehearsal 
7 pm | Music Taskforce

Wed., Dec 14 ......  6 pm | Spirituality Committee meeting 
7 pm | Lifelong Learning Committee meeting

Fri., Dec 16 .........7 pm | Chanukah Dinner

Sun., Dec 18 .......No Religious School

Sun., Dec 25 .......No Religious School

Mon., Dec 26 ......OFFICES CLOSED

It’s deep cleaning time at ST-KA! The staff will be taking the week of December 
19-23 to clean files, closets, classrooms, and more. While the office is open, the 
phone may not be answered immediately. If there is an emergency, please call 
Rabbi Vann at 210.559.9514 or Brett Shankman at 216.536.2309.

December Programs, Events, Meetings

Mazal Tov to our members who are celebrating 
milestone birthdays in December

Richard Colbert
Suzanne Englander

Amy Epstein
Brian Held
Al Hilkert

Roxana Stanescu

Mazal Tov to our members who are celebrating 
milestone anniversaries in December

Don & Judy Jacobson – 60 years

Roger & Mary Ann Perlmuter – 45 years

Becky Streem &  
Margery Mazoh – 15 years

Rabbi Allison & Charlie Vann – 15 years

Milestone birthday listings begin at age  
50 and every five years afterwards.  

All birthdays 100 and over are listed. 
Milestone anniversaries begin at ten years 
and continue every five years thereafter.

Milestone Birthdays
and Anniversaries

Simchat Torah 2016



Shabbat Acknowledgments
We are grateful to the following people 
who helped make our November  
worship services a beautiful experience.

Blessings: Anne, Scott and Justin 
Pilloff, Flossy Mitchell, Susan and  
Lyle Merdler, Kim Rosner

Torah Blessings: Karen Shapiro

Announcements: Michelle Brown,  
Kim Rosner

Ushers: Al Jaffe, Rene Klein, Flossy and 
Dennis Mitchell, Kärstin Olofson

Bimah Flowers and  
Oneg Shabbat Sponsors
On November 4, bimah flowers were 
gifts from Alan and Loree Resnik in 
loving memory of Eva R. Resnik.

On November 11, bimah flowers were 
gifts from Jane and Danny Laibstain, 
Marcia and Andrew Margolius, and 
Barbara and Richard Margolius in 
loving memory of Phyllis W. Margolius.

On November 18, bimah flowers were 
gifts from Jane and Danny Laibstain, 
Marcia and Andrew Margolius, and 
Barbara and Richard Margolius in 
loving memory of David L. Margolius.

On November 25, bimah flowers were 
gifts from C. Philip Cristal in loving 
memory of Eleanor and Charles Cristal.

On November 25, bimah flowers  
were gifts from Diane and Harvey 
Scholnick in loving memory of Dorothy 
Mirsky and Evelyn Scholnick.

In Memoriam
Dear Member
Cynthia Greenberg

Dear Relatives
Harry Breen

Sandra Lipman

Kevin Feder 

Mina Pashkoff

Edward Passov

Renee Rabb
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Bimah Flower Fund
In loving memory of

Eleanor and Charles Cristal
C. Philip Cristal

Eva R. Resnik
Alan and Loree Resnik

Dorothy Mirsky and Evelyn Scholnick
Diane and Harvey Scholnick

Curtiss Family Fund
In loving memory of 
Charles Nusbaum

Amy Handel

Lifelong Learning / Religious School Fund
In honor of

The students and faculty of ST-KA
Matthew Niekamp

Operating Fund
In loving memory of
Cynthia Greenberg

Bruce Sherman and Debra Light

Well wishes for
Jan Lieblich

Sandy Rubenstein

In in celebration of consecration
Jonah Walker Emanuel Reyzis

Zoya and Michael Reyzis, Judy Isa – The Reyzis and Isa Families

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In appreciation of officiating Keri Horowitz and Andrew November’s wedding 

Rabbi Allison Vann
Adam and Cindy Bender

In appreciation of her involvement in Justin Flamm’s Bar Mitzvah
Rabbi Allison Vann

Anne and Scott Flamm
Barbara and Dick Lederman

Shewitz Music Fund
In celebration of retirement 

Bruce Shewitz
Ronni and Jack Bialosky, Jr.

Michelle Brown
Judy and Andy Green

Rabbi Michael and Carolyn Oppenheimer

Stashower Family Garden Fund
In loving memory of 
Cynthia Greenberg

For a speedy recovery
Jim Grunzweig

Sara Stashower and Mark Heller

We Gratefully Acknowledge  
the Following Contributions
Please consider making a contribution to Suburban Temple-Kol Ami to celebrate a special 
occasion, express gratitude or sympathy, or honor important accomplishments. A current list 
of Temple funds is available from the Temple office. Donations may be made online at www.
suburbantemple.org. Donations listed below were received between November 1 and 
November 30, 2016. Please let us know of any errors or omissions.
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Light these Lights! 
A Pre-Chanukah Celebration
Friday, December 16 | 6 pm
Shabbat Service with Kolot Kol Ami choir
Come Grow With Me! will join the service

RSVP by Friday, December 9  
to dhopkins@suburbantemple.org  

or call 216.991.0700.

The cost is $12 per person/$36 
maximum per household; however,  

if you are a Come Grow With Me! family, 
the cost is $18 for your family, thanks to 

funding provided for CGWM!

Special thanks to Kol Nashim: The Women of 
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami for helping to sponsor 

our Chanukah celebration.


