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The House that Love Built

 
Exodus 35:1-3

(1) And Moses assembled all the congregation of 
the children of Israel, and said unto them: ‘These 
are the words which the LORD hath commanded, 
that you should do them.
 
(2) Six days shall work be done, but on the 
seventh day there shall be to you a holy day, a 
sabbath of solemn rest to the LORD; whosoever 
does work shall be put to death.
 
(3) You shall kindle no fire throughout your 
habitations upon the sabbath day.’

 
שמות ל״ה:א׳-ג׳

(א) 
וַ
ת אָֹתֽם׃י ֹ֥ ים ֲאֶׁשר־ִצָּו֥ה יקוק ַלֲעׂש ֶּלה ַהְּדָבִר֔ ם ֵא֚ אֶמר ֲאֵלֶה֑ ֹ֣ ל וַּי ת ְּבֵנ֥י יְִׂשָרֵא֖ ה ֶאֽת־ָּכל־ֲעַד֛ ל מֶֹׁש֗ ְַּקֵה֣
 

(ב) 
ה יּוָמֽת׃ש ה ֛בֹו ְמָלאָכ֖ ת ַׁשָּב֖תֹון ַליקוק ָּכל־ָהעֶֹׂש֥ ֶדׁש ַׁשַּב֥ ֹ֛ ם ק ה ָלֶכ֥ י יְִהיֶ֨ ה ְמָלאָכ֒ה ּוַבּ֣יֹום ַהְּׁשִביִע֗ ֵֶׁׁ֣שת יִָמי֮ם ֵּתָעֶׂש֣
 

ׁש  (ג) ֹלא־ְתַבֲע֣רּו ֵא֔
ם ְּב֖יֹום ַהַּׁשָּבֽת׃ (פ) ֵתיֶכ֑ ֹֽ ל מְֹׁשב ֹ֖ ְּבכ
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Genesis 2:3

(3) And God blessed the seventh day, and 
hallowed it; because that in it God rested from 
all work which God in creating had made.

 
בראשית ב׳:ג׳

ֶרְך ֱאֹלִהי֙ם ֶאת־֣יֹום  (ג) וַיְָב֤
ַה
ים ַלֲעֽׂשֹות׃ (פ)ש א ֱאֹלִה֖ י ֤בֹו ָׁשַב֙ת ִמָּכל־ְמַלאְכּ֔תֹו ֲאֶׁשר־ָּבָר֥ ׁש אֹ֑תֹו ִּכ֣ י וַיְַקֵּד֖ ְִּׁביִע֔

 
Genesis 1:27

(27) And God created man in God’s own image, 
in the image of God, did God create him; male 
and female, God created them.

 
בראשית א׳:כ״ז

ים ׀ ֶאת־ָהָֽאָד֙ם ְּבַצְל֔מֹו  א ֱאֹלִה֤ (כז) וַּיְִבָר֨
א אָֹתֽם׃ ה ָּבָר֥ ר ּונְֵקָב֖ א אֹ֑תֹו ָזָכ֥ ים ָּבָר֣ ֶלם ֱאֹלִה֖ ְּבֶצ֥
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Exodus 37:1

(1) And Bezalel made 

 
שמות ל״ז:א׳

ל (א) וַַּיַ֧עׂש ְּבַצְלֵא֛
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Exodus 35:5  Take from among you an offering to God; [everyone whose heart is so moved shall bring them – an 

offering for God: gold, silver, and copper,]  (verses 6-8 continue:) blue, purple and crimson yarns, fine linen, goats’ 

wool, reddened rams’ skins, blue-tinted skins, acacia wood, oil for the lamp, spices for the oil used for anointing and 

for the sweet-smelling incense, and onyx and other precious stones for the priest’s garment and the breastplate.



Commentary by Rabbi Mordecai Yosef of Izbica (first half of the 19th century)

When the Israelites constructed the Tabernacle, they were united in their hearts, without any one taking 

pride over his fellow.  At first, the skillful workers (kol chakham lev) made their part of the Tabernacle, 

each one according to his/her task, and they each perceived that the work they had accomplished was 

quite wondrous.  But, afterward, when they saw how the whole – the cloths and the planks – fit together 

in intimate connection, they perceived that each piece belonged one to the other, as if one person had 

created them.  They then understood that what they had created was not a product of their skill.  Rather, 

it was only with the help of God for each person engaged in constructing the Tabernacle that its form 

could be realized so completely.  They then realized that no one could take pride over their fellow, since 

no one’s work was their own skill, but only the help of God . . . [The] work of the Tabernacle [was] 

performed for the glory of Heaven, so that the Shekhinah [God’s Presence] might dwell in Israel; this is 

what connected their hearts.  The Shekhinah would not have been able to dwell (within Israel) if even one 

peg had been lacking.  Therefore, no one could take pride over his fellow, not even the one who fashioned 

the Ark over one who made pegs for the enclosure.  (translation by Rabbi Jonathan Slater for the Institute 

for Jewish Spirituality



 
Exodus 38:8

(8) And he made the basin of brass, and its base 
of brass, of the mirrors of the tzov'ot women that 
crowded the door of the tent of meeting.

 
שמות ל״ח:ח׳

(ח) 
וַ
ֶהל מֹוֵעֽד׃ (ס)י ֹ֥ ַתח א ר ָצְֽב֔אּו ֶּפ֖ ת ֲאֶׁש֣ ֹ֔ ְבא ֹ֣ ֶׁשת ְּבַמְראֹ֙ת ַהּצ ֹ֑ ת ַּכּ֣נֹו נְח ֶׁשת וְֵא֖ ֹ֔ ת ַהִּכּ֣יֹור נְח ַַּ֗עׂש ֵא֚
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Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayyim 147:1

It is forbidden to hold a Sefer Torah (Torah scroll) when it is naked, that is, without a kerchief. 
[Rama: And there are those who say that this is the law regarding other sacred writings as well, and 
we do not hold like them, but it is good to be careful if one has not washed hands, but regarding a 
Sefer Torah, even in one washed one's hands it is forbidden.] The greater among them does the 
rolling and covering, and it is a custom to buy it with a good amount of money, to make the mitzvah 
beloved. [Rama: There are those who say that if the Torah cover is made of linen on one side and 
silk on the other, it is necessary to turn the silk side out before rolling and covering, but we don't do 
that. But we do not roll and cover with a ripped table cover, if one has another. And we do not make 
a Torah cover with old things, which were initially made for a common use.]

 

https://www.sefaria.org/Shulchan_Arukh,_Orach_Chayim.147.1


● Why would the Jewish tradition hold that you can't reuse old stuff for a Sefer Torah (this is standard in our 
tradition)?

● This poses a problem for the basin above. Without looking forward, what is the solution you would propose?



 
Rashi on Exodus 38:8:1

 OF THE MIRRORS OF THE WOMEN CROWDING — The Israelite במראת הצבאת (8)
women had mirrors of copper into which they used to look when they adorned themselves. 
Even these did they not hesitate to bring as a contribution towards the Tabernacle. Now 
Moses was about to reject them since they were made to pander to their vanity, but the Holy 
One, blessed be He, said to him, “Accept them; these are dearer to Me than all the other 
contributions, because through them the women reared those huge hosts in Egypt!” For 
when their husbands were tired through the crushing labour they used to bring them food 
and drink and induced them to eat. Then they would take the mirrors, and each gazed at 
herself in her mirror together with her husband, saying endearingly to him, “See, I am 
handsomer than you!” Thus they awakened their husbands’ affection and subsequently 
became the mothers of many children, at it is said, (Song 8:5) “I awakened your love under 
the apple-tree”, (referring to the fields where the men worked). 
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This is what it refers to when it states, מראות הצבאת “the mirrors of the women who reared the hosts 
 — And it was for this reason that the basin was made of the mirrors .(פקודי Tanchuma) ”(צבאות)
because it served the purpose of promoting peace between husband and wife through giving of its 
waters to be drunk by a woman whose husband was of a jealous type and who had associated with 
another (Numbers ch. 5) so it would afford her an opportunity to prove her innocence (Sotah 15b). You 
may know that the מראות mentioned in the text were really mirrors (and that the word does not mean 
visions, or appearance, etc.), for it is said, (v. 29) “And the copper of the wave-offering was seventy 
talents etc. … and therewith he made [the sockets etc.]” — the basin, however, and its base are not 
mentioned there among the articles made from that copper; hence you may learn that the copper of 
which the basin was made was not a part of the copper of the weave-offering, which is the only copper 
mentioned as having been contributed by the people. This is how R. Tanchuma explain the term מראת 
 and this first word is the Targum translation of ,במחזית נשיא :And so does Onkelos also render it .הצבאת
 ,”גליונים in the sense of mireors in old French, for we find that for the word (Isaiah 3:23) “And the ,מראות
which are mirrors, we have in the Targum the same word מחזיתא.



Midrash Tanchuma
These are the accounts of the Tabernacle etc. You find, that when Israel was under oppressive work in 
Egypt, Pharaoh had decreed that they would not sleep in their houses so they would not have relations 
with their wives. Rabbi Shimon bar Chalafta said, “What did the Israelite women do? They went to draw 
water from the Nile, and the Holy One of Blessing brought them small fish in their jars and they would sell 
them and cook them and buy wine and go to the field and feed their husbands there, as it says "with all 
manner of work of the field" (Shemot 1:14). After they ate and drank, they [the women] would take their 
mirrors and look into them with their husbands. She would say, “I am cuter than you” and he would say “I 
am cuter than you.” And in result they would ease themselves into desire and have children, and the Holy 
One of Blessing stood guard there. ...



All the tzov'ot stood on the virtue/merit (zechut) of these mirrors, as it is saud "All the tzvaot of Ad-nai 
came out of Egypt" (12:41), and "Ad-nai took the children of Israel on their tzvaot". When the Holy One 
of Blessing told Moshe to make the Tabernacle, all Israel stood and began donating, there were those 
who brought silver, and those who brought gold or copper or precious stones, everything was brought 
with alacrity. The women said, 'What do we have to give as a contribution to the Tabernacle?' They 
arose and brought the mirrors and went to Moses. When Moses saw those mirrors, he was angry at 
them [the women]. He said to the Israelite men: 'Take sticks and break their legs! Why do we need 
mirrors?' The Holy One of Blessing said to Moshe, 'Moshe, you despise these? These mirrors got all of 
these hosts [of people] to their feet in Egypt! Take [the mirrors] from them and use them to make a 
copper basin for the kohanim (to purify themselves.) 



Midrash Tanchuma, Vayakhel 1

(Vayakhel 1)

And Moshe said to the children of Israel: 'see, Adonai called Betzalel by name' - can you explain to us, 
our teacher, how far should someone go checking for forbidden mixtures (kilayim)? ... The Holy One of 
Blessing said to Israel: 'Keep My mitzvot and My decrees' Why? Because the reward of a mitzvah is 
another mitzvah, and the reward of a transgression is another transgression. Ben Azai says: 'A mitzvah 
brings another mitzvah, a transgression brings another transgression.' Rabi Meir said: every time a 
person does one mitzvah, they give him an angel to guard the person. If one does one mitzvah one 
receives one angel, if one does many mitzvot, one receives many angels to guard him/her, as it is written 
'and He will order His angels to gurad you' (Ps. 91:11). Evey time a person does more mitzvot, she 
acquires a good name for herself. You can see that in life a person is called by three names - one, the 
one a person's parents gave; a second one, the name other people call that person; and the third name 
is the name one makes for oneself. The best one of the three is the name one makes for oneself - we 
learn this from the fact that Betzalel acquired a name for himself, and through that he received the merit 
of making the Tabernacle. .... 


