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Torah Study Temple Beth El 

Parashat Emor: Date Nights with God and with Judaism 

Texts compiled by Rabbi Judy Schindler 

 

Overview and opening question: The Torah, in this week’s parashah is all about time: the days of 

our weeks, the weeks of our years, the months of our years, the years of the Jewish calendar. In 

that chat box, share a time in your day, week or year that is sacred for you. 

 

I. Different Notions of Time 

Ecclesiastes Chapter 3 ֹקֶהֶלת  

Z’man – appointed time 

Moed – appointed time, place, season 

Eit - season  

ל, ְזָמן; ְוֵעת ְלָכל  א  To every thing there is a season, and a time to 1  ֵחֶפץ, ַתַחת ַהָשָמִים.-ַלכֹּ

every purpose under the heaven: 

 ָלמּות;ְוֵעת  ,ֵעת ָלֶלֶדת ב

 ְוֵעת ַלֲעקֹור ָנטּוַע. ֵעת ָלַטַעת,   

2 A time to be born, and a time to die;a time to 

plant, and a time to pluck up that which is 

planted;  

 ְוֵעת ִלְרּפֹוא, ֵעת ַלֲהרֹוג ג

 ְוֵעת ִלְבנֹות.  ֵעת ִלְפרֹוץ  

3 A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to 

break down, and a time to build up;  

 ְוֵעת ִלְשחֹוק, ֵעת ִלְבכֹות ד

 ְוֵעת ְרקֹוד. ֵעת ְספֹוד   

4 A time to weep, and a time to laugh;  

 a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 

 ְוֵעת ֵעת ַלֲחבֹוק, נֹוס ֲאָבִנים;ְוֵעת כְ  ֵעת ְלַהְשִליְך ֲאָבִנים, ה

ק ֵמַחֵבק.   ִלְרחֹּ

5 A time to cast away stones, and a time to 

gather stones together;a time to embrace, and a 

time to refrain from embracing; 

 ְוֵעת ְלַאֵבד, ֵעת ְלַבֵקש  ו

 ְוֵעת ְלַהְשִליְך. ֵעת ִלְשמֹור   

6 A time to seek, and a time to lose; 

 a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 

 ְוֵעת ִלְתּפֹור, ֵעת ִלְקרֹועַ    ז

 ְוֵעת ְלַדֵבר. ֵעת ַלֲחשֹות    

7 A time to rend, and a time to sew; 

a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;  

ב   ח ֹּא,ֵעת ֶלֱאהֹּ  ְוֵעת ִלְשנ

 לֹום.ְוֵעת שָ  ְלָחָמהֵעת מִ     

8 A time to love, and a time to hate;  

a time for war, and a time for peace. 
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II. Parashat Emor: A Sacred Calendar - Leviticus 23: 1-44  

 

Mikra'ei Kodesh /Sacred Calling-Times 

Leviticus 23:1-4 

ר ה' ֶאל־ֹמֶשֵּ֥  ֵּ֥ ם )א( ַוְיַדב  ֶהֶ֔ ֙ל ְוָאַמְרָתָּ֣ ֲאל  ֵ֤י ִיְשָרא  ר ֶאל־ְבנ  ר׃ )ב( ַדב ֵּ֞ אֹמֹֽ יה ל  ֵ֣ ם  מֹוֲעד  ּו ֹאָתָ֖ יה' ֲאֶשר־ִתְקְראֵּ֥ ֵ֣ ִמְקָרא   

ֶדׁש ם  ֹקֹ֑ ָ֖ ֶלה ה  ֵּ֥ יא  י ַשַבֵ֤ מֹוֲעָדָֽ ֹום ַהְשִביִעִ֗ ה ְמָלאָכ֒ה ּוַביָּ֣ ָעֶשָּ֣ ֶשת ָיִמי֮ם ת  ָּ֣ דֶ ת ַשָבתֹו֙ן ׃ )ג( ש  א ׁשִמְקָרא־ֹקֹ֔ ָֹּ֣ ָכל־ְמָלאָכָ֖ה ל  

י ָּ֣ ֶלה מֹוֲעד  ם׃ )פ( )ד( א ֵ֚ יֶכֹֽ ֹוְשֹבת  ל מֹֽ ה' ְבֹכָ֖ ת ִהו֙א ַלֹֽ ּו ַשָבֵּ֥ ֶדׁשה'  ַתֲעשׂ֑ י ֹקֹ֑ ֵ֖ ם  ִמְקָרא  ּו ֹאָתָ֖ םֲאֶשר־ִתְקְראֵּ֥ ׃ ְבמֹוֲעָדֹֽ  

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to the Israelites, and you shall say to them: 

‘These are the fixed-times of the LORD which you shall call sacred convocations. These are 

My fixed times. Six days shall tasks be done, and on the seventh day, an absolute sabbath, a 

sacred convocation. No task shall you do. It is a sabbath for the LORD in all your dwelling 

places. These are the fixed times of the LORD, sacred convocations which you shall call in 

their fixed time. 

Robert Alter: sacred convocations which you shall call. In this recurring phrase, the verb, 

tiqre‘u, and its object, miqra‘ey qodesh, are cognates, something that the translation intimates at 

least etymologically because “convocation” is derived from a Latin term for calling. “Call” in 

this context obviously means to “proclaim,” “convene,” “invite.” )Alter, Robert. The Five Books 

of Moses: A Translation with Commentary) 

Rabbi Isaac ben Moses Arama (15th century Spanish commentator & author of a famous 

work, Akeidat Yitzchak, the "binding of Isaac") "God agrees with the decisions made by Israel, in 

contrast to earthly rulers . . . God accommodates to the laws enacted by the Sanhedrin. For 

instance, if the Sanhedrin decides to proclaim New Year's Day on a certain day, God assembles 

The Divine Court to arrange to sit in judgment of humanity on that day . . . This means that Israel 

is the final arbiter concerning the dates of these holy days . . . " 

The Netivot Shalom –  (These text were compiled by Rabbi Andrew Pepperstone) 

"How is it even possible that holiness could exist in This World - a world of materiality, physical 

desires, impurity, shells, and appetites? How can a human bring holiness upon themself in This 

World; look, This World and holiness are diametrical opposites." 

The Holy Bountiful One brought down to This World a complete system of holiness where one 

can independently strengthen their purpose of becoming a holy nation. This system encompasses 

the dimensions of Space (Olam), Time (Shanah) and of Soul (Nefesh). 

o In the dimension of Space/Olam, there is a Beit Mikdash that continually helps 

holiness flow throughout K'lal Yisrael, because the Beit Mikdash and holy 

congregations make K'lal Yisrael holy, and a little bit of the light pushes aside a 

lot of darkness, and a little bit of holiness pushes aside a lot of impurity. 
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o In the dimension of Time/Shanah, all of the Festive Days and Shabbatot are a 

system of holiness, for all who want to be called towards the holiness, there is for 

that purpose a well-spring of holiness. 

Genesis 2:2-3  

ֶרְך  ה׃ )ג( ַוְיָבֵ֤ ר ָעָשֹֽ ֹו ֲאֶשֵּ֥ י ִמָכל־ְמלַ אְכתָ֖ ֹום ַהְשִביִעֶ֔ ה ַוִיְשֹב֙ת ַביָּ֣ ר ָעָשׂ֑ ֹו ֲאֶשָּ֣ י ְמַלאְכתָ֖ ֹום ַהְשִביִעֶ֔  )ב( ַוְיַכֵ֤ל ֱאֹלִהי֙ם ַביָּ֣

ֹום ַהְשִבי י ֱאֹלִהי֙ם ֶאת־יָּ֣ ׁשִעֶ֔ ֵ֖ ֹו ַוְיַקד  ֹו ָשַב֙ת ִמָכל־ְמַלאְכת ֹאתׂ֑ י בֵ֤ ִכָּ֣ ֹות׃ ֶּ֔ ים ַלֲעשֹֽ א ֱאֹלִהָ֖  ֹו ֲאֶשר־ָבָרֵּ֥

And God completed on the seventh day the task God had done, and God ceased on the 

seventh day from all the task God had done. And God blessed the seventh day and made 

it holy, for on it God had ceased from all God's task that God had created to do. 

o The holy Shabbat is a fount of holiness for the one who wants to be made holy, so 

they draw that holiness from the holy Shabbat. And so too for the festival days, it 

is for this reason that they are called sacred calling-times, for they are all founts of 

holiness, which encompass the entire year, causing holiness to flow to the one 

who wants to be made holy. 

 

o And within the dimension of Soul/Nefesh, as it is written: "...and make yourselves 

holy, and be holy," and our Sages say: A human who makes themself holy below 

[in This World], they make them holy above; a human who makes themself a 

little holy [in This World], they make them very holy [above] (Yoma 39a). 

This means that when one begins to make themself holy, holiness flows upon them from 

above until they become a holy nation. And behold this system is replete with holiness in 

the realms of Time/Shanah and Soul/Nefesh that the Holy Bountiful One brought down to 

this low world, for all who want to be called to holiness. 

o Indeed, in order to attain holiness, one first needs to “turn from evil” and only 

afterwards “do good,” for while a human exists in a state of impurity, and is 

immersed in materialism and physical desires, in that case one who is ritually 

impure cannot cling to purity and holiness, and the holiness of Shabbat and 

festival days cannot fall upon them. Therefore, first one need to purify one’s self 

from impurity... 

o For Shabbat and all festival days are a reminder of Leaving Egypt, that one should 

remember that it is their responsibility to liberate themselves time and time again 

from the doings of the land of Egypt, and...this is the gateway to enter a festival 

day, to remember that it is their duty to leave Egypt and to be purified from its 

impurity...  

o And this is also the preparation for the holiest day, the festival of Shavuot, the day 

of receiving the Torah, for all seven complete weeks of the Counting of the Omer 

are preparation for this great day. The preparation is to purify us from our shells 

and from our impurities, and so that Your people Israel should purify their souls 

from their grime, and to become purified from all the impurities, and only 

afterwards is [the saying] “I will become pure, and I will become holy with the 

file:///C:/Genesis.2.2-3
/Genesis.2.2-3
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upper holiness” fitting, and to reach the holiness of the festival of Shavuot, and 

Receiving the Torah. This preparation begins with Pesach, its  beginning is “turn 

from evil” so that one will be capable of [receiving] holiness, for generally 

speaking, impurity cannot be attached to holiness. Everting is to bring about the 

purpose of “you shall be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” 

Etz Hayim commentary: 

The Israelites find the presence of God in the sanctuary, which represents the permanent 

holiness of sacred space, and on the festivals, which represent the recurring holiness of sacred 

time. 

 

Menachem Leibtag 

  

The Mishkan is called an Ohel Moed - a tent of meeting - for in that tent Bnei Yisrael 

[symbolically] 'meet' God. In a similar manner, the Jewish holidays are called Moadim, for 

their primary purpose is that we set aside special times during the year to meet God. Clearly, 

in Parshat Emor, the Torah emphasizes the "bein adam la'makom" [between God and man] 

aspect of the holidays. Not only do we perform the mitzva of aliya l'regel, we also perform a 

wide range of special mitzvot that occupy our entire day during those holidays. 

 

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks 

 

Holy time itself comes in two forms, as Emor makes clear. There is Shabbat and there are the 

festivals, and the two are announced separately. Shabbat was sanctified by G-d at the 

beginning of time for all time. The festivals are sanctified by the Jewish people to whom was 

given the authority and responsibility for fixing the calendar. 

  

Hence the difference in the blessings we say. On Shabbat we praise G-d who “sanctifies 

Shabbat”. On the festivals we praise G-d who sanctifies “Israel and the holy times” – 

meaning, it is G-d who sanctifies Israel but Israel who sanctify the holy times, determining on 

which days the festivals fall. 

  

Even within the festivals there is a dual cycle. One is formed by the three pilgrimage 

festivals: Pesach, Shavuot and Sukkot. These are days that represent the key historic moments 

at the dawn of Jewish time – the Exodus, the giving of the Torah, and the forty years of desert 

wandering. They are festivals of history. 

  

The other is formed by the number seven and the concept of holiness: the seventh day, 

Shabbat; the seventh month, Tishri, with its three festivals of Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur 

and Sukkot; the seventh year, Shemitah; and the Jubilee marking the completion of seven 

seven-year cycles. 

  

These times (with the exception of Sukkot that belongs to both cycles) have less to do with 

history than with what, for want of a better word, we might call metaphysics and 
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jurisprudence, ultimate truths about the universe, the human condition, and the laws, both 

natural and moral, under which we live. 

III. The Counting of the Omer 

 

Leviticus 23:15-16  

 

And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the aday of rest, from the day that ye brought 

the sheaf of the waving; seven weeks shall there be complete; even unto the morrow after the 

seventh week shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall present a new meal-offering unto the 

LORD. 

 

Today is the 30th day of the counting of the Omer. 

 

Omer: A Counting, Rabbi Karyn Kedar 

Everything passes. Moments pass. Moments of crisis and moments of calm all pass. 

Life is a force, it flows with breath and energy, desire and need, hunger and pain, peace and 

belonging, knowing and doubt. Like the wind, like the scorching summer, like the bitterness 

of coffee, like the orange of a late-day moon, like the radiance of trees in the spring, like the 

high-pitched cry of your firstborn baby, like the beauty of your youth like the whispers of 

midnight. 

Everything passes. 

And yet, the strength of your character, the nature of your relationships, and the depth of love 

in your life all linger in the air; like the transcendent energy that is neither created or 

destroyed. 

 

Liz Soares: With the coronavirus creating calendar confusion, every day is Blursday 

 

The other day, I was making myself presentable in the downstairs bathroom when I 

thought, “Are we in May, or is it still April?” 

 

I actually went into the kitchen to look at the calendar. Sheltering in place is doing weird 

things to my sense of time. I know it’s not just me, as I’ve read articles on this 

phenomenon, listened to radio shows about it and yes, read memes. I like the one that has 

the first part of each day of the week crossed out. It’s not Monday. It’s Day. It’s not 

Tuesday. It’s Day. And, at least for me, it’s a generic Month as well. Whatever. 

/Leviticus.23.15-16
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Rambam, Moreh Nevuchim (Guide for the Perplexed) 3:43 - Shavuot is the time of the 

Giving of the Torah. In order to honor and elevate this day we count the days from the previous 

festival until it [arrives], like someone who is waiting for a loved one to arrive, who counts the 

days by the hours. This is the reason for counting the Omer from the day that we left Egypt until 

the day of the Giving of the Torah, as this was the ultimate purpose of leaving Egypt: “And I will 

bring them to Me” )Shemot 19:4(. 

 

Sefer HaChinuch, Mitzvah #306 - The reason that we count from the [bringing of the] Omer 

“So many days have passed in our counting,” rather than counting how many days remain, 

shows our great desire to reach the time [of Shavuot]. Therefore, we do not want to mention at 

the beginning of our counting such a large number of days that remain until we reach the 

offering of the Two Loaves on Atzeret (Shavuot). We should not find it difficult [to understand] 

that once we have passed halfway through the seven weeks we do not count down the few days 

remaining, as one should not change the nature of the counting in the middle.  

Why do we begin counting from the day after [Pesach] and not from the first day? The answer is 

that the first day is entirely dedicated to remembering the great miracle of the Exodus from 

Egypt, which is a sign and evidence of [the fact that God] created the world, and of the existence 

of Divine Providence. We may not mix [something else into] that happiness and mention a 

different idea with it. As such, the counting begins from the second day. 

 


