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Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav

v’tzivanu laasok b’divrei Torah.

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who hallows us with 

mitzvot, commanding us to engage with words of Torah.



Genesis 24:1-9
1 Abraham was now old, advanced in years, and the LORD had blessed Abraham in all things. 2 And 
Abraham said to the senior servant of his household, who had charge of all that he owned, “Put your 
hand under my thigh 3 and I will make you swear by the LORD, the God of heaven and the God of 
the earth, that you will not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites among 
whom I dwell, 4 but will go to the land of my birth and get a wife for my son Isaac.” 
5 And the servant said to him, “What if the woman does not consent to follow me to this land, shall I 
then take your son back to the land from which you came?” 6 Abraham answered him, “On no 
account must you take my son back there! 7 The LORD, the God of heaven, who took me from my 
father’s house and from my native land, who promised me on oath, saying, ‘I will assign this land to 
your offspring’—He will send His angel before you, and you will get a wife for my son from there. 8 
And if the woman does not consent to follow you, you shall then be clear of this oath to me; but do 
not take my son back there.” 9 So the servant put his hand under the thigh of his master Abraham 
and swore to him as bidden. 



Genesis 24:10-14
10 Then the servant took ten of his master’s camels and set out, taking with him 
all the bounty of his master; and he made his way to Aram-naharaim, to the city 
of Nahor. 11 He made the camels kneel down by the well outside the city, at 
evening time, the time when women come out to draw water. 12 And he said, “O 
LORD, God of my master Abraham, grant me good fortune this day, and deal 
graciously with my master Abraham: 13 Here I stand by the spring as the 
daughters of the townsmen come out to draw water; 14 let the maiden to whom I 
say, ‘Please, lower your jar that I may drink,’ and who replies, ‘Drink, and I will 
also water your camels’—let her be the one whom You have decreed for Your 
servant Isaac. Thereby shall I know that You have dealt graciously with my 
master.” 



Malbim
[The test] would indicate that she was a hospitable, considerate and unassuming person and 
this on four counts:
1.Behold I am stationed by the well. The ordinary reaction of the girl would be: You are 

standing by the well; help yourself to the water!
2.There were plenty of girls going out to fetch water. She could say: Why pick on me when 

I’ve already replaced the jug on my shoulder. Pick on another girl who is still holding the 
water jug in her hand.

3.I shall ask her to tilt the jug herself to enable me to drink. This means a special effort for her 
to let down the brimful water jug in order to give me a drink. She would be justified in being 
annoyed and saying: Tilt the jar yourself from my shoulder and drink but don’t bother me to 
do it myself.

4.Her offer to give my camels a drink too would indicate her thoughtfulness and 
understanding, showing that she had said to herself: This man is obviously handicapped and 
cannot draw the water himself from the well and lower the jug. If he can’t give himself a 
drink then he most certainly isn’t up to watering the camels too. This would indicate her 
kindness to animals, not forgetting the thirst of the camels.



Nahum Sarna, JPS Commentary
The criteria that the servant establishes are aspects of nobility of character. The ideal wife 
must be hospitable to strangers, kind to animals, and willing to give of herself to others. The 
grueling nature of the prescribed test can be appreciated only if it is realized that a single 
camel – and here there were ten! – requires at least twenty-five gallons of water to regain the 
weight it loses in the course of a long journey. 



Plaut
In 24:12, Abraham’s slave prays for “luck.” This is the first prayer for divine guidance in the 
Bible, and it comes from the heart and mouth of a nameless individual. He asks for a sign, not 
a miracle; he uses neither magic nor divination and does not attempt to force God’s hand.

Nahum Sarna, JPS Commentary
[The prayer] implies a concept of the individual as a religious unit in his own right, as distinct 
from the community. Individual, direct contact with God and an understanding of God as 
approachable are prominent motifs in the religion of Israel.



Abravanel
If the servant relied on Divine Providence and for that reason prayed to Him, how could he 
invoke the workings of chance and ask him to engineer a coincidence when these are two 
mutually exclusive categories? What happens through the workings of Providence cannot be 
termed chance or coincidence.

Gur Aryeh
Even total dependence on the sign does not constitute divination since even without it, the 
test is a reasonable one. The prohibition of divination only applies to a case where divination 
has no rational basis whatever.



Genesis 24:15-20
15 He had scarcely finished speaking, when Rebekah, who was born to Bethuel, 
the son of Milcah the wife of Abraham’s brother Nahor, came out with her jar on 
her shoulder. 16 The maiden was very beautiful, a virgin whom no man had 
known. She went down to the spring, filled her jar, and came up. 17 The servant 
ran toward her and said, “Please, let me sip a little water from your jar.” 18 
“Drink, my lord,” she said, and she quickly lowered her jar upon her hand and let 
him drink. 19 When she had let him drink his fill, she said, “I will also draw for 
your camels, until they finish drinking.” 20 Quickly emptying her jar into the 
trough, she ran back to the well to draw, and she drew for all his camels. 



Genesis 24:21-27
21 The man, meanwhile, stood gazing at her, silently wondering whether the 
LORD had made his errand successful or not. 22 When the camels had finished 
drinking, the man took a gold nose-ring weighing a half-shekel, and two gold 
bands for her arms, ten shekels in weight. 23 “Pray tell me,” he said, “whose 
daughter are you? Is there room in your father’s house for us to spend the 
night?” 24 She replied, “I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, whom 
she bore to Nahor.” 25 And she went on, “There is plenty of straw and feed at 
home, and also room to spend the night.” 26 The man bowed low in homage to 
the LORD 27 and said, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, 
who has not withheld His steadfast faithfulness from my master. For I have been 
guided on my errand by the LORD, to the house of my master’s kinsmen.” 



Plaut
Abraham’s messenger did what most modern men who pray still do: He looked for external 
manifestations of the Divine. Men who believe in God may differ on what prayer should be or 
how it is answered; they will disagree on whether the servant had a “right” to ask for a sign; 
but they themselves will frequently pray as did the servant and say simply, directly, and with 
hope: “Grant me good fortune.”



Genesis 24:28-33

28 The maiden ran and told all this to her mother’s household. 29 Now Rebekah 
had a brother whose name was Laban. Laban ran out to the man at the spring—
30 when he saw the nose-ring and the bands on his sister’s arms, and when he 
heard his sister Rebekah say, “Thus the man spoke to me.” He went up to the 
man, who was still standing beside the camels at the spring. 31 “Come in, O 
blessed of the LORD,” he said, “why do you remain outside, when I have made 
ready the house and a place for the camels?”  32 So the man entered the house, 
and the camels were unloaded. The camels were given straw and feed, and water 
was brought to bathe his feet and the feet of the men with him. 33 But when 
food was set before him, he said, “I will not eat until I have told my tale.” He said, 
“Speak, then.” 



Genesis 24:34-41
34 “I am Abraham’s servant,” he began. 35 “The LORD has greatly blessed my 
master, and he has become rich: He has given him sheep and cattle, silver and 
gold, male and female slaves, camels and asses. 36 And Sarah, my master’s wife, 
bore my master a son in her old age, and he has assigned to him everything he 
owns. 37 Now my master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall not get a wife for my 
son from the daughters of the Canaanites in whose land I dwell; 38 but you shall 
go to my father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.’ 39 And I said 
to my master, ‘What if the woman does not follow me?’ 40 He replied to me, ‘The 
LORD, whose ways I have followed, will send His angel with you and make your 
errand successful; and you will get a wife for my son from my kindred, from my 
father’s house. 41 Thus only shall you be freed from my adjuration: if, when you 
come to my kindred, they refuse you—only then shall you be freed from my 
adjuration.’



Akedat Yitzchak
The servant lied to them when he said from my family and my father’s house.  For Abraham 
had made no mention at all to father or family, only to his “country” and “kindred.”  He 
improved on Abraham’s original testament, adding the qualification of “father’s house” on his 
own initiative, to take advantage of the wonderful opportunity that had come his way in the 
maiden happening to belong to Abraham’s immediate family.



Genesis Rabbah 60:8
Rabbi Aha said: The ordinary conversation of servants in the households of the patriarchs is 
deemed more beautiful than the Torah given to their descendants.  Thus the section dealing 
with Eliezer covers two or three columns, and what he has to say is not only recorded but 
repeated.


