




 

Dear Seniors, 

Mazel tov on behalf of the clergy and the entire staff at Temple Shalom. We are so proud of 

you and the endless hours you have put into studying, taking tests, writing papers, and 

participating in extra curricular activities. Despite having so much on your plate, you have still 

to stay engaged and make an impact here at Temple Shalom. We are so thankful for all you 

have given to our community through your commitment as members of SHAFTY, Madrichim in 

our classrooms, as Taste of Camp counselors, confirmation students, and through your travel 

with Temple groups. Your presence is so appreciated and will truly be missed.  

Watching you grow over the years has been a privilege and we are excited to see where your 

next adventures take you.  Even though your senior year did not end the way you imagined, 

your hard work and care for this community has been such a gift and will not be forgotten. As 

you begin to carve out your future, always remember that no matter where you are in the 

world, Temple Shalom will always be your home.  

Congratulations class of 2020! Now get out there and be the amazing people we know you are! 

 

“It is not your responsibility to finish the work of perfection the world, but you are not free to 

desist from it either” - Racci Tarfon, Pirke Avot 2:21 

 

B’Shalom, 

  

Marriah Vengroff                               

Director of Youth Engagement  

Rabbi Laura Abrasley Rabbi Allison Berry Cantor Leah Shafritz 

Ellie Goldman       

Executive Director 

Senior Director of 
Education and Youth 

Engagement  

Rebecca MacKillop                     

Assistant Director of Youth       

Engagement  



Rachel Bindman  
“Temple Shalom has been home to many major life events including my naming ceremony, consecration, 

receiving a prayer book, becoming a Bat-Mitzvah, and confirmation. The community has always served as a 

constant.” 

First memory of Temple Shalom 

“My earliest memory at Temple Shalom is going to preschool. Every Friday 
we would make challah and go to the chapel to welcome Shabbat.” 

What will you 
miss next year? 

“I will miss the upbeat 
SHAFTY lounges with 
weird food tastings, 
boba runs, and the 
annual shul-in. The 

welcoming and 
enthusiastic Temple 

Shalom community will 
be missed!”  

What does the future 
hold? 

Brandeis University      
Waltham, MA 

Words of wisdom for 
your younger peers 

“Branch out and try new experiences 
to find what you love to do with your 

time the most. Becoming involved 
with SHAFTY and NFTY Northeast has 

been a great outlet to meet new 
friends who are also Jewish. 

Throughout high school it is really 
important to find your own special 

community. Finding activities that you 
are passionate about will lead to life 

long memories and connections.”  

Dear Rachel,  

We are so proud. We want to shout “congratulations” out loud!                            

 From West Newton Glen to Brandeis for college. You are sure to have fun and gain ample 
knowledge. Always remember that Temple Shalom                                                                      

is your Jewish foundation and spiritual home. 

Love Mom, Dad, and Jennifer 



Lucy Bronstein  
“Temple Shalom has been a constant throughout the first 18 years of my life. I know the place and 

the people within it will always be there for me.” 

First memory of Temple Shalom 

“My earliest memory from Temple shalom is making tzedakah 
sandwiches in Emily's class!” 

What will you 
miss next year? 

“I will miss the 
consistent welcoming 
energy of the Temple 
and the comfortable 

routine of being there.” 

What does the 
future hold? 

“I will be attending Bates 
college, but taking a gap 

year first!” 

Words of wisdom for your younger peers 

“Go out of your way to form relationships at the Temple. The members and staff alike 
are some of the most, passionate, caring, and kind people you will ever meet.”  

Dear Lucy,  

It has been amazing watching you grow into the strong and independent young woman you have become.  From 
an early age we watched as you focused on thinking broadly on social issues whether through reading, trips, or 

advocacy on women’s rights.   We are so proud of you and can’t wait to be witness to how you embark on this next 
journey.  Wherever the road takes you we are certain you will continue to challenge the world in a positive and 

meaningful way. 
We love you so much, Mom and Dad 



Mitchell Healey 
“I love how close the community is at Temple Shalom. Every day when I walk in, various staff members and other 

students always give me a big hello and ask me how I'm doing. This makes me feel like I am truly welcome, and that is 

something I am very thankful for.” 

First memory of Temple Shalom 
“My earliest memory of Temple Shalom is from when I was in 2nd grade. We made menorahs 

out of clay and painted them. I remember this because we still use this menorah sometimes for 
Hanukkah. “ 

What will 
you miss 

next year? 
“I will miss getting 

to know a new 
group of kids next 

year. I love that 
every year, I get to 
know my new class 

and that by the 
end of the year, I 
truly know them 

well and can 
connect with 

them. “ 

What does the 
future hold? 

RPI                      
Troy, NY 

Words of wisdom for your younger peers 
“Stay connected with the temple. I love that I have maintained my relationship with Temple 

Shalom in the years after I had my Bar Mitzvah. It has provided me with a wonderful 
community, and has helped me learn more about myself and others over the years. I would 
tell younger students to continue their engagement with this great community as they get 

older. “ 

 

Dear Mitchell,  

I am so proud of you as you graduate from High School. I am proud of how hard you have worked, how much you 
have achieved, and of the person you have become. It makes me so happy that you have remained an active 

member of the Temple Shalom family. As you move on to College at RPI, I wish you much happiness and success. 
May you achieve all of your dreams. 

All my love, 

Mom 



Serena Jampel 
“Temple Shalom really lives up to its name. It is a welcoming place, where you are always greeted with a smile and a friendly 

hello. Goodbyes are never permanent, because I know the doors are open to me whenever I may need them. Above all, it is a 

place of peace. If I am having a stressful day, I know seeing my friends and the amazing clergy will ameliorate all my worries.” 

First memory of Temple Shalom 
“I remember being ushered to the conference room 

during a service and writing my name in wobbly, 
jumbled letters. As a toddler I always enjoyed coloring 
and hanging out with the amazing Temple Shalom staff 

during services. .” 

What will you 
miss next year? 

“I will miss SHAFTY the 
most. All of the boba 

outings, the lounges, shul
-ins and games of beckon 

have made my time at 
Temple Shalom extremely 

special. I will miss being 
able to walk into the 

library and chat about 
anything with some of 
the greatest people I 

What does the 
future hold? 

 “I will be taking a gap 
year to work on a 2020 
campaign! Then I will 

attend Harvard 
University.”  

Words of wisdom for your younger peers 
“Get involved! A lot of people think that if they weren't the 

biggest fans of Hebrew school, then there is no place for 
them as a teen at Temple Shalom. This is completely untrue. 

TS Youth is a home for anyone, and I highly recommend 
joining this group of amazing people. Though it may not be 
everyone's cup of tea, I have loved staffing the Sixth Grade 

Retreat. If you love hanging out with awesome sixth graders 
(and getting paid), then you should do it. It was one of my 

favorite jobs throughout high school!”  

Dear Serena,  

We are proud of all the work that you have done in the Temple Shalom youth community.  We are glad 
that you are proud of our traditions and are certain that you will continue to experience Jewish life in 

college.  Seek out Jewish peers, as you have a lot in common and find books, films, exhibits with Jewish 
content as they will be of interest to you.  Remember to think of those in need and help to repair injustice 

where you find it.   We are sure you will.  Thanks for sharing this journey with us.   

- Love Mom and Dad  



Jessica Lipchin 
“Temple Shalom is truly a special place filled with a community of people who are always there to support you.” 

First memory of Temple Shalom 
“My earliest memory of Temple Shalom is making Hebrew letters out of M&M's in my 

second grade Hebrew school class. I just remember having so much fun and it was a really 
positive experience that I will always remember.” 

What will you miss next year? 

“I will definitely miss the community the Temple has provided for me over the years. 
The people here are really special and I am thankful to have been a part of it. ” 

What does the 
future hold? 

University of Michigan     
Ann Arbor, MI 

Words of wisdom for 
your younger peers 
 “Make the most of your time 
here. Even though it may feel 

challenging when you are 
younger to be at temple, 

everyone here is incredible and 
wants to make your experience 

great. Appreciate the small 
moments of your Temple Shalom 
experience and don't take them 

for granted.” 

Dear Jessica,  

We are so proud of you and all that  you have accomplished so far.  Your hard work, perseverance and 
creativity will take you far and we know you will fulfill all of your dreams.  We can't wait to see you 

continue to flourish at University of Michigan and beyond.  We love you!!! 
 

Love, Mom and Dad 
PS: Go Blue!!!!!! 



First memory of Temple Shalom 

“My earliest memory of Temple Shalom has to be back when I was in the nursery school 
program. Although not the most interesting memory (I was just hanging on the play structure 

talking to some friends, some of whom I am still in contact with), it was the first one that I 
had.” 

What will you 
miss next year? 

“I will not only miss all of 
the students, teachers, 

and faculty that I have had 
the opportunity to work 
with over the past years, 

but also the endless 
memories that could be 

made!”  

What does the 
future hold? 

Northeastern University      
Boston, MA 

Words of wisdom 
for your younger 

peers 
“Make the most of your time 
at Temple. Although at first it 

may not seem incredibly 
important, you truly develop 

relationships with people that 
will last a lifetime. So buy into 
the activities and put yourself 

out there.”  

Dear Joshua,  

Even though the end of your senior year looked different than we all imagined, the achievement is still the 
same.  You have put in the same hard work and you’ve learned and grown so much.  We couldn’t be prouder of 

you, for what you’ve accomplished and the man you have become.  You have proven time and time again that you 
are thoughtful, helpful, resilient, patient, dedicated, funny… (we could go on forever).  Your dream school was 

Northeastern, and you worked harder than ever to make it a reality.  We know that you will carry this perseverance 
through college, and beyond.  We love you so much and can’t wait to see what awaits you in the years to come. 

 Love,  
Mom, Dad, Alex & Lily 

 
“Temple Shalom has always been incredibly welcoming to me all my life. I have had the opportunity to become a bar 

mitzvah here which is in and of itself an excellent memory, but I have also had the opportunity to not only go through the 

Shacharit program when I was younger, but also to go through more recently as a Madrichim.” 

Joshua Shapiro 



Michael Shriver 
“Temple Shalom, and the madrichim program, have given me an incredible opportunity to connect with younger      

generations of temple members.” 

First memory of Temple 
Shalom 

“My earliest memory of Hebrew school is 
making a menorah in third grade. I really 
enjoyed doing the project, and my family 

still lights it every Hanukkah.” 

What will you miss next 
year? 

“I'm going to miss seeing all of the 
teachers, madrichim, and kids in the 

Shacharit community” 

What does the 
future hold? 

Tufts University         
Somerville, MA Words of wisdom 

for your younger 
peers 

 “Don’t be afraid to ask 
questions and explore 

challenging ideas.” 

Dear Michael,  

 

We can't believe that we are already celebrating your upcoming high school graduation, but here we 
are!  Congratulations!!  Finishing high school in the middle of a pandemic is not how anyone imagined 

this year would end, but we are still so excited to see where life takes you from here.   
Onward and upward!!   

Lots of love, Mom, Dad & Annie 



Remember When  

First Grade Consecration  

 Sixth Grade  



 

Eight Grade Trip to New York 

2016 



 

Confirmation                  

May, 2018 








