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rabbi laura abrasley
Do you have a favorite High Holy Days melody, and what speaks to you 
about it? 
I always find myself deeply moved by Kol Nidre, by both the a capella 
chanting of the prayer and when the melody is played instrumentally. I 
love how it builds over the course of the three recitations, allowing all of 
us multiple ways to enter the text and the experience of Yom Kippur. I 
often notice a spiritual shift in myself as I listen to the ancient melody, 
open in a new way to the suggestion of real reflection found in the 
holiday’s liturgy. 
 

Getting in the 
High Holy Days Spirit  

 
the Clergy of Temple Shalom

with

What advice do you have for congregants to help them personally prepare for the High Holy Days? 
I would encourage everyone to find some space, even if it’s just an hour or a day, to practice one or more 
of the customs from Elul, the Hebrew month that precedes the High Holy Days. These practices include 
blowing the shofar, reading a special psalm and taking time daily for personal reflection. If interested, 
check out ReformJudaism.org where there is plenty of information to help one prepare for the holidays. 
 
What will be new and exciting for you this year on the High Holy Days? 
I am so very excited about our B’Yachad service on Rosh Hashanah morning. We have structured this 
service as a contemporary, multi-generational prayer experience that hopefully brings the best of 
classical Reform tradition into conversation with some of the amazing creativity and innovation in 
worship practice seen in the Reform movement today. Believe it or not, Judaism contains a rich history of 
revolution in worship dating back to ancient Temple times. The clergy team looks forward to sharing 
with the community this service as a way into what we’ve been thinking about when it comes to Jewish 
worship and the possibilities of innovation. 
 
What’s your favorite food for the Rosh Hashanah meal and/or the Yom Kippur break fast? 
Neither the Rosh Hashanah meal or break fast is complete for me without a sweet, rich lokshen (noodle) 
kugel. Especially if the cook has perfected a crunchy topping. But please, don’t put raisins in mine, and 
feel free to use full fat dairy ingredients. It’s okay to splurge on calories once in a while. 



rabbi allison berry
How do you get in the High Holy Days spirit and prepare for them? 
I prepare for the High Holidays all year! Throughout the year, I keep an 
online folder of articles, speeches, books, music and stories. I add pieces to 
the folder that move me spiritually, challenge me to think differently or 
speak to me about a moment in time. Each May, I open the folder and take 
stock of what I collected. Most of the time, what I rediscover moves me to 
tears. As I dive deeply into the material and reflect, listen and read, I begin 
the spiritual process of preparing my heart, body and mind for the New 
Year. These books, stories, and articles will often become the catalyst for 
High Holy Day sermons or stories (you are always welcome to send me 
anything you come across you think would be great for my folder!). 

At moments of transition, I also find Jewish ritual to be deeply compelling and emotionally helpful. As 
Rosh Hashanah comes closer and the month of Elul (the month leading up to the New Year) begins, I 
make an appointment at Mayyim Hayyim, our local community Mikvah. Immersing in the beautiful water 
is one way I turn my thoughts to the year that has passed and pray for courage to move forward into the 
future. Finally, in the days leading up to our holidays, I also follow the blog, Jewels of Elul. Each post is a 
short, inspirational anecdote filled with insight about our world. 
 
What advice do you have for congregants to help them personally prepare for the High Holy Days? 
We are taught the High Holy Days are a time to rejoice in the beauty of the world. They also serve as the 
red stop sign that encourages us for a short while to stop rushing and to take the time to ponder who we 
are and our place in the order of creation. This can feel like an overwhelming assignment. There are 
simply too many feelings, moments and experiences for us to reflect upon all at once. 
 
As you prepare for the new Jewish year, don’t be afraid to challenge yourself. Concentrate on one small 
area of your life you feel needs further thought or nurturing. Choose something to focus on you feel will 
support your personal growth and will help you build meaning in the year to come. 
 
If you have never been to Mayyim Hayyim (the mikvah), it is a remarkable experience (a member of the 
clergy would be happy to go with you and walk you through what to do). Read a book that challenges you 
that you have put off reading (I’m working on Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates). Write, 
meditate, or listen to a piece of music that moves your soul. Turn off your social media or email for even 
a few hours and take a walk somewhere calming as you reflect on the year. There are so many ways you 
can spend a few minutes taking stock of where you are in the world and where you would like to go. 
Don’t try to tackle it all – when you mark time by creating one small ritual for yourself, it can be 
beautiful. 
 
What’s your favorite food for the Rosh Hashanah meal and/or the Yom Kippur break fast? 
For me, the High Holy Days are not only a time of personal introspection and renewal. I spend a great 
deal of time remembering and reflecting on the legacy of beloved family members who are no longer with 
us. I remember my grandfather – I used to sit beside him in Temple. He would often shush me, but more 
often, he would put his arm around me and point out the Hebrew letters in the prayer-book. I remember 
my mom. She used to sing in the synagogue choir. She was proud she knew the High Holy Day melodies 
and would sing them all summer long, on every car ride – (imagine singing Avinu Malkeinu in the car – 
with her as a role-model, I was destined to become a rabbi). 
 
Every Rosh Hashanah, I cry a little when I cut the onions (or maybe I just miss her) and make my mom’s 
matzah ball soup. On Yom Kippur, I don’t really like the taste, but I buy the herring my grandfather loved 
and eat a small bite. The fish becomes a tribute to his booming voice and loving embrace. 
How right and good it is that our loved ones, the memories we share and the joy, laughter and tears that 
remain, fill our homes, our hearts and (sometimes) our stomachs, during these most sacred of days. 



cantor peter halpern
What advice do you have for congregants to help them personally 
prepare for the High Holy Days? 
Step out of the box. It is important to break from our routines of doing 
and thinking as we approach the High Holy Days. The best way to begin 
to cleanse and repair is to take an inventory of anyone we think we have 
offended over the past year and not apologized to. It is best to do this 
and then embark on the journey of the Holy Days and our, mostly 
communal, prayers. If you feel it will embarrass someone too much to 
speak with them directly, consider a phone call, handwritten letter or 
even an email. If you feel you have done all you can, then forgive yourself, 
forget about it, and move on. 

How do you get in the High Holy Days spirit and prepare for them? 
This is my 41st year singing as a cantor for the High Holy Days (I was praying in the womb!). As summer 
wears on, a natural progression to an intensively spiritual and introspective time of year takes place. 
Sometimes, I will engage in daily prayer. Building the voice and body into top shape is another matter. 
Without the proper conditioning and stamina, a cantor can have a soul prepared to express itself, but no 
vehicle for it. Five or six weeks before Rosh Hashanah, I begin to step up the daily vocal work, voice 
lessons and repertoire coachings. Although this continues throughout the year, this most concentrated 
focus goes on through Yom Kippur. Physical and vocal rest is also crucial. The voice and body need to be 
trained and like an athlete rested as much as possible in between. With the start of the new Temple 
season, this is often the most challenging part. 
 
What is your favorite part/most meaningful prayer or section of the High Holy Days service and why? 
While I adore the magical musical moments so many people wait for – Avinu Malkeinu, Kol Nidre, Sim 
Shalom - the Amidah is possibly the most meaningful part of Rosh Hashanah for me. The glorious faith- 
filled words of the Kedushah and dramatic yet elusive text of B’rosh Hashanah, culminating in the clergy 
pronouncements of the Priestly Benediction all possess moments of wonder. Yom Kippur is an 
experience second to none, when the God of my understanding hopefully grants me another year of 
praying, pleading and praising all day, the weeks and hours of needed preparation coming into practice. 
Neilah holds a fragile power hard to put into words. 
 
Do you have a favorite High Holy Days melody, and what speaks to you about it? 
The Great or Grand Alenu is one of my favorite melodies of these High Holy Days. The characteristic 
descending triad in a major key possesses simplicity along with great majesty and awe. I imagine this 
prostration while singing feels similar to a soprano doing Violetta’s death scene in the last act of La 
Traviata! 
 
Are there any new melodies you will use, and what excites you about them? 
We will be singing a new Hashkivenu on Erev Rosh Hashanah. It is congregational, but I feel has a gentle, 
lilting melody which fits the meaning of the text. It is particularly exciting because it is my first 
composition in a number of years. I am thrilled that Shir Shalom will be joining David Carrier, the Rabbis 
and me in prayer that evening. 
 
As we enter 5779 with the High Holy Days, what are your hopes and wishes personally for the Temple 
Shalom community and the world? 
I hope and pray that we each ask all we can of ourselves to serve the betterment of Temple Shalom with 
the purest of hearts. 



H O L Y  A S S E M B L I N G
S c o t t  B i r n b a u m ,  T e m p l e  S h a l o m  P r e s i d e n t

Shana Tova from the Campaign Committee 
Thank you to the many families who have already contributed generously to our Campaign. 
Our plans for building enhancements and strengthening our endowment are moving forward! 
If you have not yet contributed, we hope that you’ll join the Temple Shalom Campaign this 
year with a one-time or multi-year gift. Together, with 100-percent participation in the 
Campaign, we can build an even stronger Jewish community for ourselves and our children. 
 
Wishing you and your loved ones a sweet and healthy New Year, 
 
 
 
 
 
Jo-Ann Suna                                     Rob Berman 
Campaign Co-chair                         Campaign Co-chair 

It is my great pleasure to wish all of our 
members a very happy and healthy New 
Year. For those of us whose children have 
been out of school for several years, our 
Temple calendar is the closest we have to 
an academic schedule. So, it’s time for back 
to shul (bad pun, sorry). 
 
Paradoxically, the name “Rosh Hashanah,” 
literally "head of the year," does not appear 
in the Torah. Rather, we are commanded in 
Leviticus to celebrate a “Shabbat 
Shabbaton,” an ultimate Shabbat or a day of 
complete rest, for “zikhron teruah,” a 
memorial with the sounding of the shofar. 
Finally, like most other Jewish holidays and 
indeed every Shabbat, Rosh Hashanah is to 
be proclaimed as a “mikrah kodesh” or a 
holy assembly or convocation. 

Mikrah kodesh is 
a reminder of 
what we become 
when we gather at 
Temple Shalom 
for the High 
Holy Days, Shabbat or really any occasion - 
not just a gathering of residents of Newton 
(or nearby) or even a collection of Jews and 
their family and friends. Rather, when we 
come together at a synagogue - our 
synagogue - we achieve a higher 
status, that ineffable spiritual quality of 
“kodesh,” holiness. 
 
As we enter 5779, I hope we have many 
occasions to come together as a holy 
assembly in prayer, in study and in 
friendship.



shana tova!
Arrival at Temple Shalom 
Enter services through the Temple Street doors. Please show tickets to the ushers. Once the 
service has begun, enter through the canopied door at the rear of the social hall. Arriving 
members and guests will not be seated while the congregation is standing in prayer or during 
the sermon. 
 
 
 
 
 
Tallitot and Kippot 
We encourage worshippers to embrace rituals they find personally meaningful. Worshipping 
with a tallit (prayer shawl) and kippah (skullcap) is a matter of personal choice. If you wish to 
wear a tallit, please bring one with you. Kippot are available as you enter the sanctuary. 
 
Accessibility and Inclusion 
Temple Shalom is committed to ensuring all are comfortable participating in our High Holy Day 
services. Please do not wear perfumes or scented products. Seating with space for wheelchairs 
or other mobility assistive devices will be clearly marked. Hearing assistance devices and large 
print prayer books are available from ushers. Sensory/fidget devices, coloring books and 
accessible toys for children are available in the sanctuary. If requiring any of these or other 
accommodations, please notify an usher. 
 
Babysitting 
Babysitting is available at the 11:30 a.m. Rosh Hashanah service for children ages 0-18 months, 
the first service on Kol Nidre for ages 0-5 years old and both services on Yom Kippur morning 
for ages 0-5 years old. Children's programming for grades K-5 will be offered on Yom Kippur 
morning only. There is no babysitting on Erev Rosh Hashanah. If bringing snacks, please make 
sure they are nut-free. 
 
Guest Tickets 
Tickets for guests may be acquired by members in good standing by completing the online High 
Holy Days form, which outlines costs and policies. If your guest is a member of another temple, 
please have their congregation email HHD@templeshalom.org indicating that they are entitled 
to tickets at their home congregation. Your name should be included as the host. 
 
Students and Military Personnel 
Students and military personnel are welcome to attend our services. A valid college or military 
photo ID should be presented for admittance. No ticket is required. 
 
Away during the High Holy Days? 
We will gladly forward a request on behalf of members in good standing and their children, ages 
26 and younger, to attend services at another Reform congregation. Email us at 
HHD@templeshalom.org about what congregation you will visit, the number of people and the 
other Temple’s email address. We will process the information and send it to the temple you are 
visiting. 

Call  Temple Shalom at 617-332-9550 for assistance.

Mishkan HaNefesh (High Holy Days prayer book) 
We use the High Holy Days Machzor (prayer book). For those wanting their own set, they are 
available online for $42 and can be picked up at the Temple office.



Selichot Service and Program
Saturday, September 1, 8 p.m.

Erev Rosh Hashanah
Sunday, September 9, 8 p.m. -  Tickets required

Rosh Hashanah
Monday, September 10 - Tickets required for all  services

There is also a concurrent teen service in the Chapel.  

Featuring the film "Woman in Gold."

Kol Nidre
Tuesday, September 18, 6-8 p.m. and 8:30-10:30 p.m. - Tickets required

There will be no separate children’s programming offered on Rosh Hashanah morning. Babysitting 
for children 0-18 months is available ONLY during the traditional service at 11:30 a.m. Families with 

children 18 months and older are encouraged to choose one of the three diverse worship options. 
 

9 a.m.  
Tot Service – Room 101  

For our littlest friends and their loved ones! Perfect for ages 0-6. Join our talented song leader and 
early childhood staff for an interactive and engaging Rosh Hashanah experience. Meet puppet friends, 
sing songs, hear the blasts of the shofar and share in a meaningful celebration of the Jewish New Year. 

This service experience is expected to be no more than 40 minutes. 
 

9 a.m. 
B’Yachad Rosh Hashanah Service – Sanctuary 

B’Yachad (Together) is a new, interactive Rosh Hashanah worship experience featuring contemporary 
music that is accessible to all  ages, children and adults. Our clergy and musicians lead an engaging, 

meaningful participatory service with an inspiring sermon and full  Rosh Hashanah liturgy. 
 

11:30 a.m. 
Traditional Rosh Hashanah Service - Sanctuary 

Join us for our classic Rosh Hashanah worship service led by our clergy and professional choir. The 
traditional service includes majestic music with organ and an inspirational sermon. 

Yom Kippur
Wednesday, September 19 - Tickets required for all  services 

Concurrent children’s programming will  be offered for children in grades K–5 as well as 
babysitting for ages 0-5 years. Yom Kippur services will  be similar to those in prior years. 

 
Morning Services  - 8:15 a.m.–10:30 a.m.  or 11:15 a.m.–1:30 p.m. 

Children's Service  - 2 p.m. 
Afternoon Programming  - Visit www.templeshalom.org/HHD for more information. 

Afternoon Service and Neilah  - 3:15 p.m.–6:30 p.m. followed by a l ight community break fast. 

service schedule



I am available to be an usher for one or more High Holy Day services. 

__  Erev Rosh Hashanah – Sept. 9 at 8 p.m. 

__ Rosh Hashanah Morning (Tot Service) - Sept 10 at 9 a.m. 

__  Rosh Hashanah Morning (B’Yachad) - Sept 10 at 9 a.m. 

__  Rosh Hashanah Morning (Traditional) - Sept 10 at 11:30 a.m. 

__  Kol Nidre (early) - Sept 18 at 6 p.m. 

high holy days form

Please use this form to order guest tickets, Mishkan HaNefesh Prayer Books and entries in the Yom 
Kippur Book of Memory only if you are not filling out the form online. You may also sign up here to be 

an usher. Please mail it to the Temple by Sept. 7. 

Temple Shalom of Newton 
175 Temple Street, Newton MA 02465 
617-332-9550 

First Name:__________________________________ Last Name:____________________________________ 
 

Email Address:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Guest Ticket Purchase 
Guest tickets are available to Temple Shalom members for a contribution of $118 per guest. 

Volunteer to Usher 

Number of guest tickets requested: _________       Amount due: $__________ 

Mishkan HaNefesh Prayer Book Purchase 
Congregants may elect to purchase their own copy of Mishkan HaNefesh. Copies are available for sale 

at $42.00 for a set of two. You may pick up your copy in the Temple office. 

Number of prayer book sets requested: _________       Amount due: $__________ 

__  Kol Nidre (late) - Sept 18 at 8:30 p.m. 

__  Yom Kippur Morning (early) - Sept 19 at 8:15 a.m. 

__  Yom Kippur Morning (late) - Sept 19 at 11:15 a.m. 

__  Yom Kippur Children’s Service - Sept 19 at 2 p.m. 

__  Yom Kippur Afternoon - Sept 19 at 3:15 p.m. 



        Repeat my/our listing from last year exactly as appeared. (PDF available at templeshalom.org) 
 

        Repeat my/our listing from last year with the changes marked below. 
 

        New listing as listed below. 
 

Remembered By: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
(your name(s), exactly as you would like them to appear in the Book of Memory) 

 
Please enter the name of one loved one per line. 

 
_________________________________________________     _________________________________________________ 

 
_________________________________________________     _________________________________________________ 

 
_________________________________________________     _________________________________________________ 

yom kippur book of memory

The Yom Kippur yizkor service provides the opportunity to remember those who have passed away. It 
is traditional to remember and honor the souls of the departed by contributing to tzedakah (charity). If 
you would like to honor the memory of a loved one by having their name recorded in this year’s Book 
of Memory, which will be distributed at yizkor, please fill out the information below and mail  it to the 

Temple office by Sept. 7. 
 

This year at yizkor, our Rabbis would like to read a few tributes from congregants about their loved 
ones at the service. If interested, please email Anne Fried, Executive Assistant 

(afried@templeshalom.org) with a submission of 100 words or fewer. 

The suggested contribution for Book of Memory Tributes is $36 per name. 
 
 

A check is enclosed for $                   for all items ordered in this form. 

Temple Shalom of Newton 
175 Temple Street, Newton MA 02465 
617-332-9550 



Allison L. Berry and 
Laura J. Abrasley

Join us for 
the Installation of our Rabbis 

November 16 & 17 

Instal lat ion Shabbat  Service and fest ive oneg 
Remarks by Rabbi  Elaine Zecher  of  Temple Israel  of  Boston 

Friday, November 16 

Study session in honor of our Rabbis 
Rabbi Dr. Dan Judson & Rabbi Sharon Cohen Anisfeld, Hebrew College 

Judith Rosenbaum, PhD, Jewish Women’s Archive 
Free of charge. Reservations are required and space is limited.

Shabbat Morning, November 17 

Gala Celebrat ion at  the Newton Marr iott  
Inv i tat ion and sponsorship opportuni t ies  to  fo l low.

Saturday Evening, November 17 



K A B B A L A T
S H A B B A T
Shabbat Halleilu Services 
Friday, Sept. 7, 6:30 p.m. 
Shabbat Halleilu, a spirited 
service in song, is held the first 
Friday of every month. Temple 
Shalom’s Shabbat Halleilu Band 
accompanies the worship. This 
service is appropriate for all ages. 
Children are welcome and invited 
to lead Hamotzi, the blessing 
over the challot (two challahs) at 
the conclusion of the service. The 
service is preceded by our 
Shalom Nosh at 6 p.m. and 
followed by an Oneg Shabbat at 
7:30 p.m. “Shabbat Club” 
babysitting is provided and free 
of charge. 
 
FwYC Tot Shabbat Halleilu 
Friday, Oct. 5, 5:30 p.m. 
Our Friday night family 
experience begins with a short 
Tot Shabbat service, followed by 
a family dinner for ages 0-5 
(siblings invited). The larger 
congregation's Shabbat Halleilu 
service begins at 6:30 p.m. with 
free babysitting available for ages 
two and up. Come to any/all 
portions of the evening that fit 
your family! 
 
Shir Shalom Choir sings 
Friday, Oct. 19, 6:30 p.m. 
Please join us as our Shir Shalom 
Choir sings at our Shabbat 
service. The choir is led by Music 
Director David Carrier and 
Cantor Peter Halpern. 

S H A B B A T
M O R N I N G  
Shabbat Mind: Mindfulness and 
Meditation 
Sat. Sept. 29, 9 a.m. 
Join us monthly for an hour of 
Shabbat-inspired stillness and 
reflection led by members of our 
own community. Appropriate for 
experienced meditators and 
those new to meditation as well. 
No registration required. 
 
Minyan and Torah Study 
Saturdays, 8:45 a.m. 
A lively lay-led minyan service is 
held every Saturday morning in 
the Rothman Chapel. The service 
is followed by a light breakfast 
and Torah study. 
 
Shabbat Morning Service 
Held at 10:30 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary with a Torah 
service when there is a 
 Bar/Bat Mitzvah. 
 

U P C O M I N G
H O L I D A Y S  
Erev Sukkot 
Sunday, Sept. 23, 6 p.m. 
Pizza in the Hut – Family pizza 
dinner and Sukkot celebration. 
Free. 
 
Sukkot 
Monday, Sept. 24, 9 a.m. 
Traditional Sukkot Festival 
service. 
 
Simchat Torah Festival Service 
Sunday, Sept. 30, 5:30 p.m. 
Festival service with yizkor in the 
Rothman Chapel. 
 
Simchat Torah Dinner + 
Celebration 
Sunday, Sept. 30, 6 p.m. 
BYO dinner to get Simchat Torah 
rolling. The Temple will provide 
drinks and desserts with the 
festivities continuing with the 
Simchat Torah celebration and 
dancing after dinner. 

shabbat and holiday happenings

For our members who are unable to be present at Shabbat services held in the
Sanctuary, Temple Shalom offers the option of listening to Shabbat services via
telephone. While you are unable to be physically present, you may connect with

your community by hearing and experiencing any Shabbat service taking place in
the Sanctuary. 

 
To take advantage of this option, call (800) 846-4808 at the time of the service.
When prompted, enter 99955000 on your phone. You will be connected to the
line transmitting the Temple Shalom service. After you call the first time, your
number will be recognized, and you will no longer need to enter the code. The

Temple pays all phone charges for this service. We hope you can be here in
person, but when you can’t, we hope you can “be here” by phone! 

H O M E B O U N D ?  D I A L  I N  T O  S H A B B A T  S E R V I C E S !  



adult learning 2018-2019
I S R A E L  1 0 1 + :  E X P L O R I N G  T H E  H I S T O R Y  O F
Z I O N I S M  A N D  T H E  M O D E R N  S T A T E  O F  I S R A E L
With Drs. Jonathan Golden and Jonah Hassenfeld 
Thursdays, Oct. 11, 18, 25 and Nov. 1, 7-9 p.m., $36 
Israel is a remarkable country with a long history and unique relationship to 
Judaism. This four-session course will introduce beginners as well as those 
more well versed in the complexities of Zionism to the role of the land and its 
people. Sessions will cover pivotal moments in history, a little bit of politics, 
media literacy, current events, Arab/Israeli/US relations and more. The 
course will be primarily team-taught by two of Gann Academy’s most popular 
faculty members, The last session will be team-taught by Rabbis Berry and 
Abrasley. 
 
Dr. Jonathan Golden is the Israel Curriculum Coordinator and an American 
history teacher at Gann Academy, a pluralistic Jewish high school in Waltham 
where he has taught since 1999. Dr. Jonah Hassenfeld is the Assistant Director 
of Teaching and Learning at Gann Academy. He teaches world history and the 
history of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. 

T H E  S E D U C T I V E  H A F T A R A H
With Cantor Peter Halpern | Sundays, Oct. 28, Nov. 4, 18, 12:30–2 p.m., $36 
During last season’s Cantillation course, we touched on Haftarah trope, 
possibly the most beautiful of all. As promised, we will focus entirely on 
mastering this magnificent trope system and prepare to chant at a 
Saturday morning minyan service. If you missed my course last season, fret 
not! We will begin with a thorough review. Please join me! 

2 1  L E S S O N S  F O R  T H E  2 1 S T  C E N T U R Y
With Rabbis Abrasley and Berry 
Downtown Study: Nov. 7, Dec. 5, Jan. 2, March 6, May 1, noon, $75 
Lunch and Learn: Nov. 14, Dec 12, Jan. 9, March 13, May 8, noon, free 
“In a world deluged by irrelevant information, clarity is power.” –Yuval Noah Harari 
 
Join Rabbis Abrasley and Berry in the reading and analysis of the latest book by one 
of the most innovative thinkers on the planet. Harari's 21 Lessons for the 21st Century 
is a probing and visionary investigation into some of today’s most urgent issues: 
democracy, God, immigrant, terrorism, climate change, fake news and so much 
more. Harari is a historian and best-selling author who currently lectures at the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, specializing in world history. His work is thought- 
provoking and engaging. This course will read selections of Harari’s book in order to 
discuss his ideas and their impact on our Jewish lives and community. 



J E W I S H  M Y S T I C I S M  O F  T H E  E A R L Y  H A S I D I C  M A S T E R S
With Mary Jane Suzman | Tuesdays, Nov. 13, 20, 27, Dec. 4, 11, 7:30-9 p.m. $18 
Jewish mysticism had its roots in Medieval Kabbalah, but then spread like wildfire through Eastern 
European Jewish communities during the 18th and 19th centuries. This discussion course will begin with 
some background in Kabbalah. Then, we’ll study texts from the Baal Shem Tov, the founder of Hasidism, 
and other early Hasidic masters. Throughout, we’ll be seeking to discover what meaning these teachings 
may have for us today. The course will be taught at Mary Jane’s home in Newton. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  J U D A I S M
With Rabbis Abrasley and Berry | Tuesdays, beginning Nov. 13, 7-9 p.m., 18 sessions. $275/individual or 
$375/couple. For scholarship information, contact Reform Jewish Outreach Boston at rjob@urj.org. 
Explore a modern take on Jewish life. Engage with Jewish values, celebrations, spirituality and 
community. Ask questions, discover multiple perspectives and find what could be meaningful to you in 
liberal Judaism. Everyone is welcome. This 40-hour class is perfect for interfaith couples, those raising 
Jewish children, spiritual seekers, individuals considering conversion and Jews who want a meaningful 
adult Jewish learning experience. The course is offered through Reform Jewish Outreach Boston. 

B E N E A T H  A  D E S E R T  S K Y :    G E N E S I S  A S  M Y T H O L O G Y  
With Josh Conescu | Thursdays, Jan. 17, 24, 31, Feb. 7, 7:30-9 p.m. $18 
Angels. A world created, twice. A sly, talking snake. Mysterious unnamed men. A 
boat big enough to save the world. A tribal chief with four wives. Murderous 
brothers. Conniving parents. A world with no sun. Fountains spouting out of the 
earth. A mud man. Dreamers and dream readers. It’s the Book of Creation - 
Genesis. Let’s look at Genesis through the lens of mythology, trying to unwrap 
what the stories might be telling us if they were a standalone text - stories told 
under a desert sky. Josh is a Jewish educator and teacher at Temple Shalom. 

A G R E E I N G  T O  D I S A G R E E  T H E  J E W I S H  W A Y :  A N  I N T R O D U C T I O N
T O  D I S A G R E E I N G  W I T H  C I V I L I T Y  A N D  R E S P E C T  
With Rabbis Abrasley and Berry | Tuesdays, April 9, April 23, April 30, May 7, May 14, May 21, Time TBD $54 
Today’s public discourse over heated ideological and political issues often seems impossible. Have we lost 
our way to really understand and engage in meaningful and constructive disagreement? Jewish tradition 
offers an excellent antidote for those who desire a different way to disagree more constructively. In this 
two-part lecture and lab course, Rabbis Berry and Abrasley will present the “how-to method” found at the 
core of all traditional Jewish study when study partners find themselves confronted with contradictory 
interpretations of Jewish texts. After getting comfortable with the method, participants will then experiment 
using this method while exploring the complicated issue of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict explored in Yossi 
Klein Halevi’s most recent book, Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor. 

O P E N  Y O U R  E Y E S  A R T I S T - I N - R E S I D E N C E
With Amy Kurzweil | Friday, Dec. 14, 7:30 p.m., $20/pp 
Join Temple Shalom for a community Shabbat dinner with visual storyteller Amy 
Kurzweil, author of the recent graphic memoir Flying Couch. Amy will share 
stories found in her book as well as the process of writing, drawing and living out 
this story. We are proud to welcome Amy back to Temple Shalom (she grew up in 
our community). 



Calendar of Events 
Saturday, September 1 

9 a.m.| Minyan and Torah Study 
8 p.m. | Selichot service and program 

 
Monday, September 3 | Labor Day 

Temple office closed 
 

Tuesday, September 4 
6 p.m. | Executive Committee meeting 
7:30 p.m. | Board of Trustees Meeting 

 
Wednesday, September 5 

9 a.m. | Nursery School starts 
7 p.m. | High Holy Days choir rehearsal 

7 p.m. | Nursery School Back to School Night 
 

Thursday, September 6 
1 p.m. | Mah Jongg 

 
Friday, September 7 

2 p.m. | Temple office closes 
6 p.m. | Shalom Nosh 

6:30 p.m. | Shabbat Halleilu Service 
 

Saturday, September 8 
8:45 a.m. | Minyan and Torah Study 

 
Sunday, September 9 | Erev Rosh Hashanah 

8 p.m. | Erev Rosh Hashanah services 
 

Monday, September 10 | Rosh Hashanah 
Temple office and Nursery School closed 

9 a.m. or 11:30 a.m. Rosh Hashanah services 
 

Tuesday, September 11 | 2nd Day of Rosh Hashanah 
Temple office and Nursery School closed 

 
Wednesday, September 12 

10 a.m. | Garden Club Coffee Meeting 
 

Thursday, September 13 
1 p.m. | Mah Jongg 

 
Friday, September 14 
6 p.m. | Shalom Nosh 

6:30 p.m. | Shabbat service 
 

Saturday, September 15 
8:45 a.m. | Minyan and Torah Study 

 
Sunday, September 16 

4 p.m. | FwYC Playground Meet-Up 
 
 
 

Tuesday, September 18 | Kol Nidre 
Noon | Nursery School closes 
1 p.m. | Temple office closes 
6 or 8:30 p.m. | Kol Nidre 
 
Wednesday, September 19 | Yom Kippur 
Temple office and Nursery School closed 
8:15 or 11:15 a.m. | Morning services 
2 p.m. | Children’s service 
3:15 p.m. | Afternoon service and Neilah 
 
Thursday, September 20 
1 p.m. | Mah Jongg 
 
Friday, September 21 
6 p.m. | Shalom Nosh 
6:30 p.m. | Shabbat service 
 
Saturday, September 22 
8:45 a.m. | Minyan and Torah Study 
10:30 a.m. | Bar Mitzvah of Josh Steinberg 
 
Sunday, September 23 | Erev Sukkot 
9:30 a.m. | First Day of SHACHARIT 
10-11 a.m. | Little Explorers 
Noon | SHACHARIT BBQ 
6 p.m. | Pizza in the Hut + Sukkot Celebration 
 
Monday, September 24 | Sukkot 
Temple office and Nursery School closed. 
10-11:15 a.m. | Family Sukkot Program 
 
Wednesday, September 26 
3:30 p.m. | Small Group Hebrew 
 
Thursday, September 27 
1 p.m. | Mah Jongg 
3:30 p.m. | Small Group Hebrew 
6:30 p.m. | 8th-12th Grade Family Night 
 
Friday, September 28 
6 p.m. | Shalom Nosh 
6:30 p.m. | Shabbat service 
 
Saturday, September 29 
8:45 a.m. | Minyan and Torah Study 
9 a.m. | Shabbat Mind and Mindfulness 
10:30 a.m. | Bar Mitzvah of Alex Sprung 
 
Sunday, September 30 | Erev Simchat Torah 
9:30 a.m. | SHACHARIT 
Noon | Taste of Camp 
5:30 p.m. | Festival service with yizkor 
6 p.m. | Simchat Torah dinner & celebration 
 



S H A C H A R I T
After a wonderful summer, we are all excited to welcome our Temple Shalom 
families back for an exciting year of learning, growing and exploration during 
SHACHARIT. The word “shacharit” comes from the Hebrew root “shachar,” which 
means dawn. Our children come to SHACHARIT at the dawn of their Jewish learning 
journey. Each new day is as if creation is renewed – as the sun rises, the earth 
comes alive with fresh promise and hope. So, too, do our youngest members at the 
dawn of their formal learning experience begin fresh, excited and full of possibility. 
                            Kim Bodemer, Senior Director of Education and Youth Engagement 

SHACHARIT Opens Sept. 23 
The opening day of SHACHARIT features an opportunity 
to reconnect with Temple friends, welcome new families 
and learn more about what SHACHARIT will be like in the 
coming year. Parents, please plan to stay for the morning 
to meet your child's teacher, attend a brief orientation 
and celebrate community at our Tefillah. You'll also have 
the chance to meet our new Senior Director of Education 
and Youth Engagement, Kim Bodemer. Refreshments will 
be served. Stay for the back to SHACHARIT BBQ at noon 
with pre-Sukkot activities 
 
Celebrating the Torah 
Sunday, Sept. 30, 9:30 a.m. 
Celebrate the Torah during our Community Tefillah 
Gathering as we prepare for Simchat Torah. 
 

Add Your Voice to the SHACHARIT Conversation 
Sunday, Sept. 30, 10:15-11:15 a.m. and Sunday, Oct. 14, 10:15-11:15 a.m. 
How will SHACHARIT continue to bring light to the community? What do you love about the 
SHACHARIT program at Temple Shalom? What are challenges you’ve encountered? In your opinion, 
what are the essential components for 21st century kids to have as part of their Jewish educational 
experience? Share your ideas and insights so we can fine tune our vision and work to build on the 
success of SHACHARIT. Please email Kim (kbodemer@templeshalom.org) to let know her if you’ll be 
able to participate in one of these sessions. 

Parenting Through a Jewish Lens Returns 
Sundays, Oct. 14, 28, Nov. 4, 18, Dec. 2, 16, 10:15 a.m.-11:45 a.m. 
Incorporate Jewish values into your parenting skills through this Hebrew 
College-sponsored course. Register at 
http://www.hebrewcollege.edu/parenting-your-teen. 
 
SHACHARIT Shabbat Dinner 
Friday, Nov. 2, 5:45 p.m. dinner, 6:30 p.m. service 
Celebrate Shabbat with your friends in a fun and festive setting. 



FA MI L I E S  w i t h  Y OUN G  C H I L D R E N  (Fw Y C )
FwYC offers a multitude of programming for children ages 0-5 throughout the 
school year. Our programs are open to all families (members or prospective 
members), and most are free. 
 
Want to learn more? FwYC is also online at www.tsyouth.org. Check us out for 
updates, news, upcoming events and to register for programs. Please feel free to 
reach out to me at any time (byudkoff@templeshalom.org or 617-332-9550). I look 
forward to spending time with you and your family. 
 
                                      Becca Yudkoff, Families with Young Children Program Director 

FwYC Playground Meet-Up | Sunday, Sept. 16, 4-5 p.m. 
Come explore our beautiful playground and make new friends. 
 
Little Explorers | Sunday, Sept. 23, 10-11 a.m. and Sunday, Oct. 21, 10-11 a.m. 
This program is designed for families to learn, laugh and explore hands-on topics together! Children ages 1.9-5 
years and caregivers are invited to come explore our monthly activities. 
 
Family Sukkot Program | Monday, Sept. 24, 10-11:15 a.m. 
Please join us for a family service in the Sanctuary followed by crafts, snacks and fun outside in the Sukkah! 
 
Tot Shabbat Halleilu | Friday, Oct. 5, 5:30 p.m. 
Our Friday night family experience begins with a short tot service followed by a family dinner for ages 0-5 
(siblings invited). The larger congregation's Shabbat Halleilu service begins at 6:30 p.m. with free babysitting 
available for ages 2 and up. Come to any/all portions of the evening that fit your family! 

Yom Kippur Food Drive 

The High Holy Days are also a time to think 
about those in need. We will be collecting 
food to distribute through the Newton Food 
Pantry. Grocery bags will be distributed on 
Rosh Hashanah. Please fill the bag and put 
bags inside the truck parked on Temple 
Street throughout Yom Kippur.  We extend a 
major thank you to the Green family for their 
continued support to make this act of 
tzedakah (charity) a reality. 
 
*Please no travel size or oversized items. All 
items must be unopened and within 
expiration dates. 

Canned soup 
Broth 
Oil 
Soy sauce 
Canned beets 
Tea bags 
Ground coffee 
Spices 
Snacks (e.g. 
granola bars) 

Shampoo 
and conditioner
Toothpaste
Toothbrushes
Body lotion
Feminine hygiene  
products
Laundry detergent
Dish soap
Household cleaner
Personal care prod 
ucts 

Food Items                 Personal Items 



Y O U T H  P R O G R A M S
Temple Shalom Youth Engagement is excited to share several highlights of our fall 
programming and events. If you are between kindergarten and 12th grade, there is 
something fun and exciting just for you! Check out our offerings in MINCHA, Taste 
of Camp, MA’ARIV, JR. SHAFTY, SHAFTY and more. All programming combines 
Jewish learning, community building and a whole lot of fun! 
                                                               Marriah Vengroff, Director of Youth Engagement 

8th-12th Grade Family Night | Thursday, Sept. 27, 6:30-8 p.m. 
All 8th-12th grade families are invited for socializing and fun. Parents and guardians will mingle over 
refreshments in the Sukkah. Teens will hang out, play games and participate in Sukkot themed 
activities brought to you by our SHAFTY youth group. Learn about our programs. 
 
Hang Out with JR. SHAFTY | Saturday, Sept. 29, 6-8:30 p.m. 
JR. SHAFTY is Temple Shalom’s junior youth group for sixth and seventh graders. Throughout the year, 
JR. SHAFTY will host hang-outs, shul-under and outings. Dinner, Havdalah, fun and games. 
Registration form - https://bit.ly/2P3FygA 
 
SHAFTY Lounge Nights | Oct. 11, Nov. 8, Dec. 13, Jan. 10, Feb. 14, March 7, April 11 and May 9, 6-8 p.m. 
SHAFTY is Temple Shalom’s youth group open to 8th-12th graders. SHAFTY hosts events created and 
put on by teens. Held monthly, SHAFTY Lounge Nights provide a space for teens to hang out, relax, do 
homework, play games and enjoy each other’s company in a laid-back environment. The full SHAFTY 
calendar is coming soon! 
 
Get a Taste of Camp | Sundays, Starts Sept. 30, noon-1:30 p.m. (lunch included!) 
Taste of Camp is a caring and inclusive community geared towards empowering and validating youth 
in grades K-5. Make new friends, learn new skills, grow your Jewish identity and connect with 
dedicated counselors and role models. It's camp all-year round! 

Thank You Garden Club 
We thank for the Temple Shalom Garden Club for beautifying 

the Temple with floral displays during the High Holy Days. 



get involved
S I S T E R H O O D  W E L C O M E S  Y O U
Looking to form deeper connections at Temple Shalom and make a difference in the lives of others? We invite you to 
join the Temple Shalom Sisterhood. We are a group of women of all ages who come together for friendship, mitzvot, 
socializing and learning, and we’d love to have you join us. Many exciting new and favorite programs are planned for 
the 2018-2019 year, including a painting night, Merlot & Midrash with the Rabbis, progressive dinner, more on our 
mental health social action initiative and the annual member dinner. Please pay your Sisterhood dues online. For 
more info, contact Jessica Davis (jldavis18@yahoo.com) or Eileen Gundersheimer (foleyeileen@hotmail.com). 

C O O K S  N I G H T  O U T
Thursday, Oct. 4,  6:30 p.m. 
Kick off the Jewish New Year with Sisterhood. At this cooking demo, learn new recipes and tips from an expert chef. 
Catch up with friends - old and new - as we enjoy a glass of wine and sample the results together.  Space is limited so 
save the date, and don’t hesitate to sign up when registration opens.  Bring a donation for the Newton Food Pantry, 
and we’ll deliver it for you. 

S A V E  T H E  D A T E :  S I S T E R H O O D  F A L L  F L I N G
Thursday, Nov. 8, 6:30 p.m. 

B O O K  C L U B  D I S C U S S E S  “ H O W  D E M O C R A C I E S  D I E ”  
Monday, Oct. 15, 7:30 p.m., home of Jerry Glass, 85 Beecher Place, Newton 
The Book Club kicks off its 2018-2019 literary journey with How Democracies Die, by Steven 
Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt. Although not a specifically Jewish-themed book, its message is of 
extreme importance to today’s American Jewish community given the historical experience of 
other minority Jewish communities over the centuries when faced with authoritarian regimes. 

C A R I N G  C O M M U N I T Y  V O L U N T E E R S  O F F E R  H E L P
Caring Community volunteers provide rides to Temple Shalom worship services and medical 
appointments. Caring Community also offers support events at times of birth, death and illness. 
For help, call the Temple. To volunteer, visit www.templeshalom.org/caringcommunity. 

S P I R I T U A L I T Y  D I S C U S S I O N  G R O U P
The Spirituality of Renewal | Monday, Oct. 15, 7 p.m. 
Are you interested in exploring some of the spiritual aspects of your life? This open 
and welcoming group meets monthly for meditation and guided imagery, discussion of 
topics related to spirituality and personal sharing. For info/RSVP: Karen Kramer: 
karen@spacetobreathe.net   

C O M E  P L A Y  M A J !  
Do you play mah jongg?  Would you like to learn?  Temple Shalom has a weekly 
game on Thursdays at 1 p.m.  Seasoned players are welcome as well as beginners. 



TEMPLE SHALOM NURSERY
SCHOOL READIES FOR NEW YEAR 
L u c y  B a n e r j i ,  D i r e c t o r ,  T e m p l e  S h a l o m  N u r s e r y  S c h o o l

As the start of our school year coincides with the 
beginning of High Holy Days, we take time to reflect on 
our past year and plan next steps in our development. 
 
Many children and families enjoyed our wonderful 
summer camp, created and run by Becca Yudkoff, 
Director of Families with Young Children. We are very 
excited about the close collaboration between the 
program and the teaching team of the Nursery School. 
 
While our camp students enjoyed many fantastic summer 
experiences, our Nursery School teachers took time to 
transform the classrooms. New floors, new paint and a 
refreshed design - these changes create a cozy and 
welcoming learning space. Please feel free to stop by and 
check out these changes!  We strive to create indoor and 
outdoor classrooms that are rich with natural materials 
and reflect Jewish values of respect (kavod) for every 
child, inclusion and Tikkun Olam (repairing the world). 
 
One of our classrooms will combine many features: an art 
studio, a creative lab and an exploration room. It is filled 
with various tools and materials, which will facilitate 
Nursery School activities and invite many young children 
at the Temple for hands-on experimenting and creative 
productions during evenings and weekends. 
 
 

Our excitement about the new 
Nursery environment is 
accompanied by our plans to 
create world-class 
opportunities for professional 
development. Temple Shalom Nursery School is a friend 
and supporter of The Wonder of Learning 
(https://wonderoflearningboston.org), a world- 
renowned exhibit of the Reggio Emilia educational 
model. 
 
Boston has been selected to host The Wonder of 
Learning 2018 (wonderoflearningboston.org ) — the 
exhibition, conference and professional development 
series highlighting best practices in early childhood 
education. Our teachers will visit the exhibit and join our 
colleagues from the Boston area in dialogue about early 
childhood education. 
 
The first days of school are filled with the aroma of 
apples and honey, used by our children in many cooking 
recipes. We look forward to the sweet new year at the 
Nursery School. Most importantly, we are happy to 
share this year with many new children and families in 
our community. 
 
Welcome to the Nursery School! Shanah Tovah!

Anniversary 
Adele and Norman Zimbel 
70th wedding anniversary 

 
Birth 

Kora Dahlia Hess 
Daughter of Shelby and Paul Hess 
Granddaughter of Delores Kimmel 

        and the late Ken Kimmel z’l 
 

B’nai Mitzvah 
Josh Steinberg 

Son of Devorah Steinberg 
 

Alex Sprung 
Son of Aimee and Eric Sprung 

 
Engagement 

Elizabeth Leslie to Greg Farenga 
Daughter of Nancy and Bruce Leslie 

 
David H. Salinger to Audrey Gehring 

Son of Julie and Michael Salinger 

Weddings 
Samantha Berman to Benjamin Rosenzweig 

Daughter of Beverly and Mel Berman 
Son of Marcy and David Rosenzweig 

 
Jaimie Marcus and Hannah Letts 

Son of Jennifer Ferdinand and Joseph Marcus 
Daughter of Christine and David Letts 

 
Jamie Renee Weiner Shulman & Marc Ross Weiner 

Daughter of Susan and James Shulman 
Son of Ellen Weiner Goldberg and Louis Weiner 

 
Rebecca Debra Ain to Michael Rubin 

Daughter of Lillian Sober Ain and Mark Ain 
Son of Carol and Ken Rubin 

 
Deaths 

Doris Cohen, Mother of Allan Cohen 
 

Nancy Holczer, 
Wife of Geoffrey Holczer, 
Sister of Linda Shyavitz 

 
 

We also remember: 
Alan M. Edelstein 

Grandfather of Melissa Bergman 
 

Sue Blaustein 
Sister of Robin Matloff’ 

Aunt of Arielle Gorden and Madison Sutton 
 

Rhoda Freedman, Mother of Jay Freedman 
 

Florence Gans, Mother of Steve Gans 
 

Arline Harris, Mother of Marc Harris 
 

William (Bill) Kaufman, Father of Nancy Frieze 
 

Amy Valor Meselson, Sister of Zoe Forbes 
 

Adelle Beverly Resnick, 
Mother of Marc Resnick 

 
Rosette Snider, Mother of Jon Snider 

 
David Sullivan, Father of Maureen Sullivan 

GENERATION TO GENERATION



CONNECTIONS TO JUDAISM AND EACH OTHER 
C a r o l i n e  D o r n ,  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  M e m b e r s h i p  &  E n g a g e m e n t  M a n a g e r

Shana Tova Umetukah! As Rosh Hashanah approaches, we wish each other a “good and 
sweet year” as we prepare to gather together as a congregation for the High Holy 
Days. This is my favorite time of year because it is a time of renewal and a chance for 
new beginning. What are you beginning this fall? Whether it is a new project at work, a 
new school year or just a new season, we are all offered the opportunity to start 
something new and to shift our minds and souls in a new direction. 

This year, I am challenging myself to think about engagement in a new way. What does it mean to be engaged 
in a community? Some might say that those who are most engaged with Temple Shalom are the people who 
attend the most events, but that doesn’t include everyone in our community. What about the folks who live in 
assisted living facilities who visit with our clergy regularly or the people who dial into Shabbat worship 
weekly? This year, I am shifting my language from using the word “involvement” and thinking more about 
connection – the difference being that being “involved” means being here, but being connected means 
knowing that you belong here. That you matter, that you have people who see you and know you. 
 
When was the last time you authentically connected with someone? Not sent them an email, not made small 
talk with someone, but truly learned about who that someone is and what matters to them? So often, we fly 
through our weeks in a flurry of work, school, routine and stress – and the beauty of a synagogue community 
is that we are offered a chance to slow down. To say Shana Tova or Shabbat Shalom and to have a 
conversation with someone in a way that makes you feel connected – not just to Temple Shalom, but to each 
other. These moments of intention and thoughfulness are what ground us and set us on the right path for a 
sweet year. 
 
This High Holy Days season, I invite you to join me in connecting authentically with someone new. New and 
prospective members often ask me if they will find their people here – and the answer is a resounding yes! If 
you would like to connect with a new member by taking them out for coffee, arranging a playdate, inviting 
them to Shabbat dinner or showing them your favorite parts of Temple Shalom life, please be in touch so that 
I can help introduce you. We are a stronger, more whole congregation when we are connected to Judaism and 
to each other. 
 
Shana Tova Umetukah – to a sweet new year of peace, joy, and authentic connection. 

Book of Memory Deadline Coming Sept. 7 
There is still time to put the names of loved ones in the Book of Memory for the High Holy Days.

Please visit www.templeshalom.org/high-holy-day-signup.html to add names to the book. 

Thank You Ushers 
We extend a major thank you to our team of High Holy Days ushers led by our superb usher
organizer Allan Cole for helping the services run smoothly and responding to people's needs.

Please volunteer to be a Shabbat usher during the year at www.templeshalom.org/usher. 



donations

Rabbis Service Fund 
In Honor Of 

Rabbis Berry and Abrasley 
By Joy Elbaum and Paul Rezendes 

  Rhea and Martin Reiss 
 

Rabbis Berry and Abrasley serving as
Temple Shalom’s co-Senior Rabbis 

By Deb and David Marcus 
 

Rabbi Abrasley for guiding our son
Bradley Pelish in his Bar Mitzvah studies

and leading such a beautiful service 
By Andrea Sachs and Henry Pelish 

 
Rabbi Abrasley for her kindness and

compassion 
By Kathleen and Allan Cohen 

 
Rabbi Abrasley and everyone at Temple
Shalom for their kindness and support

after our mother, Florence Gans’ passing 
By Lori and Steve Gans 

 
In Memory Of 

Solomon S. Aronson 
By Helaine Miller 

 
Doris Cohen 

By Kathleen and Allan Cohen 
 

Maurice Heppner 
By Ruth and William Silen 

 
Jacob J. Matloff 

By Robin and Daniel Matloff 
 

My four immigrant grandparents: 
Morris Amira 
Sophie Amira 

Samson Warschausky 
Annette Warschausky 

By Stephen and Shelley Amira 
 

Cantor’s Service Fund 
By Joy Elbaum and Paul Rezendes 

 
In Honor of 

Cantor Halpern for helping to prepare
our son Bradley Pelish for his Bar
Mitzvah and for the lovely service 
By Andrea Sachs and Henry Pelish 

 
In Memory of 

Aida Amira 
By Stephen Amira 

 
Henry Dane 

Herbert Dane 
By Harriet Mandell and family 

 
David H. Pava 

By Judi and Joel Pava 

David Louis Zeitlin 
By Paula and Steve Zeitlin 

 
Adult Spirituality Growth Fund 

In Memory of 
Pedro Abreu 

David Leventhal 
By Ellen and Barry Glovsky 

 
Anita Winer 

Open Your Eyes Fund 
In Honor of 

Susan Epstein for her inspired and
dedicated leadership of the 

Open Your Eyes Fund 
By Judy Isroff 

 
In Memory of 
Sue Blaustein 
Arthur Cohen 
Doris Cohen 
Raquel Seidel 

By Phyllis Scherr 
 

George Gottesman 
By Janet and Mark Gottesman 

 
Mary Siegal 

By Beverly Siegal and Richard Peiser 
 

Bonim Fund 
In Memory of 
Florrie Druker 
By Joan Druker 

 
Brotherhood Fund 

In Honor of 
Allan Cole on his birthday 
By Maxine and Jay Waxman 

 
Caring Community Fund 

In Honor of 
The many kindnesses of the Caring

Committee, especially Rhoda Ben-Gai and
Howard Castleman, after the passing of

our mother, Florence Gans 
By Lori and Steve Gans 

 
Rhoda Ben-Gai 
By Irene Laursen 

 
In Memory of 
Barbara Binder 

Irving Binder 
By Ellen and Steve Parker 

 
Martin Dansker 

By Susan Dansker 
 

Concert Fund (Special Events) 
In Honor of 

Stephanie Cohen’s recovery 
By Arlene and Kurt Pressman 

 
Nadine Broude’s 60th birthday 

By Nadine and Paul Broude 

Educator’s Discretionary Fund 
In Memory of 

Minerva Schwartz 
By Erica Schwartz and Harry Meade 

 
Marty Shapiro 

By the Sprung family 
 

Endowment Fund 
In Memory of 
Doris Cohen 

By Nancy and Ken Leeser 
 

Helen Shapiro 
By Lorie and Richard Hamermesh 

 
Fine Arts Fund 
In Memory of 

Stephen Axelrod 
By Doris Axelrod 

 
Carolyn Knight 

By Joan and Michael Weinstein 
 

Grant Schwartz 
By Lesley and Arnold Cohen 

 
Frieze Passport to Israel Fund 

In Memory of 
John H. Druker 

By Joan Druker, Julie, Jane and Marjorie 
 

Frieze Social Justice Fund 
In Memory of 

Joseph C. Almuly 
By Ena Lorant 

 
Beth Griffiths 

George Griffiths 
By Lee Paul 

 
Garden Club/Temple Beautification

Fund 
In Memory of 
Eli Rubenstein 

By Phyllis Scherr 
 

General Fund 
In Honor of 

Jennifer London’s birthday 
By Carolyn and David Evan 

 
Zoe Goldberg becoming a Bat Mitzvah 

By the Rashi School 
 

Rachel Kharfen 
Lori Leiderman 

By Elizabeth and Jonathan Carey 
 

Cathy Zoloth’s conversion 
By Barbara Bix 

 
The help given to me in planning and

executing the memorial service for my
husband 

By Marjorie Greenberg 
 

Continued >> 
 



donations

Julie and Michael Salinger 
By Betty Sudarsky 

 
Thelma Weisman 

Jane Prokop 
By Marian Prokop and Robert Weisman 

 
Adelle and Norman Zimbel’s 70th

wedding anniversary 
By Anita Levin 

 
In Memory of 

Stephen Axelrod 
By Elizabeth Axelrod 

 
Frances Barrow 

By Stephen Barrow 
 

Doris Berenson 
By Marsha and Peter Berenson 

 
Sue Blaustein 

By Evelyn B. Matloff 
 

Doris Cohen 
By Linda and Michael Frieze 
   Janet and Mark Gottesman 

 
Phyllis Levine Cynamon 

By Joseph Cynamon 
 

Daniel Garelick 
Curtis Spencer 

By Jeanne and Leo Stolbach 
 

Nancy Holczer 
Frank Rosen 

By Janet and Mark Gottesman 
 

Joseph Kunitz 
By Joan and Dan Kunitz 

 
John Paul 

By Steven Paul 
 

Bessie Rowe 
Al Rowe 

By Frances Rosenblatt 
 

Irving Shyavitz 
By Linda Shyavitz 

 
Lillian Slate 

By Patricia and Lester Slate 
 

Pearl Stone 
By Joseph Marcus 

 
Helen Tabenken 

By Marcia Tabenken and Jeff Kolodney 
 

Walter Weiner 
By Susan Shulman 

Huberman Family Fund for Jewish
Camping 

In Memory of 
Anna Jones 

By the Diamond Jones family 
 

Library Fund 
In Memory of 

Frances Popkins Jacobs 
By Vicki Jacobs 

 
Music Fund (Worship) 

In Honor of 
Michelle Rubenstein for passing her

cantorial exam 
By Rabbis Laura Abrasley and Allison Berry 

 
Janet and Mark Gottesman’s 50th

wedding anniversary 
By Phyllis Scherr 

 
The birth of our first granddaughter,
Charlotte Grey Feintisch, daughter of 

Melanie Platten and Dr. Adam Feintisch 
By Pamela and Paul Platten 

 
In Memory of 
Harry Briskin 

Rose Kahn 
By Phyllis and Jerry Briskin 

 
Nelly Lorant Kann 

By Ena Lorant 
 

John Hartley Druker 
By Jane Druker Knight and Robert Knight 

 
David L. Freeman 

By Amanda Freeman 
 

Florence Gans 
By Barbara Holzman 

 
Harry Lapides 
By Miriam Cole 

 
Mildred Platten 

By Pamela and Paul Platten 
 

Harvey Steinberg 
By Andrea and Mark Trachtenberg 

 
Lois Swack 

By Harvey R. Swack 
 

Nursery School Enhancement Fund 
In Memory of 

Edward Barnett 
Muriel Barnett 

By the Haughton family 
 

Rosalind Dellheim 
By Laura Gross and Charles Dellheim 

Prayer Book Fund 
In Memory of 
Israel Kaplan 

By Ellen Kaplan 
 

Rabbi Gurvis Adult Education Fund 
By Joy Elbaum and Paul Rezendes 

 
In Memory of 
Jean A. Gertel 

Jerrold Solomon 
By Judith Solomon 

 
Rothman Clergy Institute Fund 

In Memory of 
Sylvia Finkelstein Myers 

By Helen Lebowitz 
 

Eva Hamburg 
By the Snow family 

 
Sisterhood Fund 
In Memory of 

Paula Gash 
By Andrea and Mark Brodin 

 
Evelyn Klein 

Bernard Lerner 
By Marian and Robert Klein 

 
Florence Levin 

Leon Levin 
By Judy Levin-Charns and Martin Charns 

 
Social Action Fund 

By Joy Elbaum and Paul Rezendes 
 

In Memory of 
Amy Valor Meselson 

By the Sisterhood board of Temple Shalom 
 

Tree of Life 
In Honor of 

Barbara Dallin, our teacher for 45 years 
By the children of Temple Shalom 

 
Celebrating the marriage of Hanna Rose

Letts to Jamie Eugene Marcus 
With love from their parents Aug. 3, 2018 

 
Yahrzeit and Remembrance Fund 

In Memory of 
Samuel N. Bornstein 

Tillie Bornstein 
By Rainy Kaufman 

 
Ruth Broder 

Lawrence Cohen 
Herbert Cole 

Florence Gans 
By Miriam Cole 
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donations

Sylvia Eisenberg 
By Leslie Eisenberg 

 
Sylvia Frieze 

By Nancy and Andrew Frieze 
 

Sandy Feigenson 
Louis Gunther 

By Barbara and Larry Dallin 
 

Max Holzman 
By Barbara Holzman 

 
Miriam Hurwitz 

By Herbert Hurwitz 
 

Albert Lerner 
By Joan, Michael and Sienna Weinstein 

 
Nancy Levin 

By Jonathan Levin 
 

Bernice S. Lipman 
By Arlene Berger and Janet Brennan 

 
Max Matzkin 

By Michael Matzkin 
 

Naomi Scherl 
By Dottye and Richard Morrison 

 
Paula Schiffman 

By Robert Schiffman 
 

Laurie Siegel 
By Lissa Kapust 

 
Walter Weiner 

By Ruth Weiner and family 
 

Serena S. Zangrillo 
By JoAnne Zangrillo and Solomon Levin 

 
Benjamin Zaydenberg 

By Lyudmila Margul 
 

Youth Activities Program Fund 
In Honor of 

The youth activities at Temple Shalom 
By Jeanette Epstein 

 
Lori Leiderman 

By Janet and Mark Gottesman 
 

Becca Yudkoff and her hard work in
launching the incredible Nature Explorer

Summer Camp 
By Caroline Dorn 

 
In Memory of 
Bert Martinson 
By Ellie Shuman 

We would like to thank all of our Temple
Shalom family for the phenomenal

response to family separation at our
border. All of your donations of money,
gift cards, food and personal items are

making such a difference to these
families, and they are all so grateful. 



 
 

Clergy 
Rabbi Allison L. Berry 15 

Rabbi Laura J. Abrasley 24 
Cantor Peter Halpern 17 

 
Staff 

Al White | Facilities Manager | 25 
Anne Fried | Exec. Assistant to Rabbi Abrasley and Ellie Goldman | 28 

Becca MacKillop | Assistant Director of Youth Engagment | 18 
Becca Yudkoff | Program Director for FwYC | 29 

Bridget Kinahan | Greeter Receptionist | 10 
Caroline Dorn | Congregational Membership & Engagement Manager | 16 

Ellie Goldman | Executive Director | 11 
Erin Borras | Education Program Coordinator | 20 

Emily Kieval | Director of Inclusion  | 29 
Jeff Remz | Director of Communications and Marketing  | 27 

Kim Bodemer | Sr. Dir. for Jewish Education and Youth Engagement | 29 
Liz Shiro | SHACHARIT Director of Education | 23 

Loretta Zack | Exec. Assistant to Rabbi Berry and Cantor Halpern | 13 
Lucy Banerji | Nursery School Director | 55 

Lucy Dube | Controller | 14 
Marriah Vengroff | Director of Youth Engagement | 22 

Scott Birnbaum, President | birnbaum@birnbaumgodkin.com 

Scholar-in-Residence Cantor
Rosalie Boxt is Coming 

March 2019 

Cantor Boxt is the Union for
Reform Judaism Director of
Worship. Be on the lookout
for more information in the

coming months. 

175 Temple Street, Newton, MA 02465 | (617) 332-9550 info@templeshalom.org  
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Eric S. Gurvis, Rabbi Emeritus 
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Lucy Banerji, Nursery School Director 
Scott Birnbaum, Temple President 
Jeffrey B. Remz, Director of  
   Communications and Marketing 
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