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TALKS ABOUT CIVIL RIGHTS ON FRIDAY, DEC. 6

Clergy

Rabbi Abrasley
Judaism is very particular when it comes to the concept
of potential and intention for human beings. We see this
particularism in the very first chapter of the book of Genesis,
where we are taught that all of us are created B’tzelem Elohim - in
God’s image. We are the same and also uniquely ourselves, and

Rabbi Berry

Cantor Shafritz

neighbor” initiative. This initiative provides an excellent
opportunity to connect with the people living in our own
community through shared experiences. And what could be
better than the shared experience of singing together?

each of us carry a spark of the divine.

Our congregation, along with many other congregations in the
community, has been invited to join a Martin Luther King Day
This ancient story of being created B’tzelem Elohim, and our
Community Choir. This Newton community choir is open to
thousand year practice of looking outward beyond the bounds
children and adults of all ages. We will gather at Temple Shalom
of our own community to care for others, obligates us to love all
for one of two open rehearsals (dates TBD) that will culminate in a
of God’s creatures, regardless of gender, disability or race. It is a
performance at Newton’s annual, MLK Day commemoration,held
foundational value throughout our history and one of the reasons this year at the First Baptist Church in Newton Centre on Jan. 20.
we we fight against hate in all its forms, knowing that when we
No prior singing experience is required! As we sing together, we
do, all of us win.
hope to meet our neighbors in deeper, more authentic ways, and
at the same time, send a clear message that hate of any kind is
It was this dedication to the value of B’tzelem Elohim that inspired not tolerated in our community.
many American Jews to join the struggle for civil rights in the
1960s. Civil Rights leader Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel teaches Second, in mid-January, we are thrilled that a group from Temple
in just a few sentences why it is a Jewish moral imperative to
Shalom will be traveling to Atlanta and Montgomery, Selma
ally with the black community against hate: “Few of us seem to
and Birmingham, Ala. to explore the history of the Civil Rights
realize how insidious, how radical, how universal an evil racism is. movement. Through the lens of Jewish teachings and values,
Few of us realize that racism is man’s gravest threat to man, the
this trip, called Etgar36, will explore the deplorable history of the
maximum of hatred for a minimum of reason, the maximum of
Jim Crowe south, segregation and the Civil Rights movement.[3]
cruelty for a minimum of thinking.”[1]
Our intergenerational group will meet and listen to the stories of
So many years later, our country continues to struggle with a
legacy of racism. As we have learned from contemporary civil
rights activists that the best way we can combat hate, however
we name it, is to know each other. It is harder to hate someone
when we look them in the eye and hear their story. Activist Bryan
Stevenson shares this idea in his magnificent book, Just Mercy,
“You can’t understand most of the important things from a
distance. You have to get close...You have to get proximate.”[2]
And so, we are pleased to share two ways members of Temple
Shalom can work to “get proximate” with our neighbors this
winter.
First, we are thrilled to partner with the City of Newton, the
Newton Interfaith Clergy Association (NICA), the Harmony
Foundation and the Newton Family Singers on a “know your

brave activists who worked to make a difference in our nation.
In particular, our travelers will have the opportunity to share
Shabbat services at the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, as they
reflect on the violence and bravery that took place at that spot
and recommit to fighting racism in our own day and in our own
community back here in Newton.
We look forward to hearing from both our singers and travelers
about their experiences of “getting proximate.” We know these
members of our community (and we hope there will be many
of you) will teach us how we too, can commit to fighting hate in
deeper and more impactful ways.
What we do know is that committing to living out the Jewish value
of B’tzelem Elohim (understanding that all of us are made equally
in God’s image) is not an easy task.
Clergy Continued on page 4
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A story from Bryan Stevenson reminds us of the importance of
this task, even when it is difficult. He shares what he learned from
hero Rosa Parks: “Rosa Parks turned to me sweetly and asked,
‘Now, Bryan, tell me who you are and what you’re doing.’ I gave
Ms. Parks my rap. ‘Yes, ma’am. Well, I have a law project called
the Equal Justice Initiative, and we’re trying to help people on
death row...We’re trying to do something about prison conditions
and excessive punishment...We want to end unfair sentences in
criminal cases and stop racial bias in criminal justice...”
“Ms. Parks leaned back smiling. ‘Ooooh, honey, all that’s going
to make you tired, tired, tired.’ We all laughed. I looked down,
a little embarrassed. (Then, Ms. Park’s friend), Ms. Carr leaned
forward and put her finger in my face and talked o me just like
my grandmother used to talk to me. She said, ‘That’s why you’ve
got to be brave, brave, brave.’”[4]

We too, can be brave. We can stand on the Edmund Pettus
Bridge and commit to walking the path of justice. We can sing
together, get proximate and hear and hold our neighbor’s story.
This winter, let us lift up the legacy of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. so his work and his sacrifice will not be in vain. We will
incorporate the work of racial justice and our fight against hate
into our Jewish story and understand that they are inextricably
linked. In doing so, may each of us as individuals be reminded
that our own personal liberation is tied always and fully to that of
our neighbors.
[1] Speech by Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, “Religion and Race,” delivered Jan. 14, 1963.
[2] From Stevenson, Bryan. Just Mercy : a Story of Justice and Redemption. New York: Spiegel &
Grau, 2014.
[3] https://www.etgar.org
[4] From Stevenson, Bryan. Just Mercy : a Story of Justice and Redemption. New York: Spiegel &
Grau, 2014.

Ellie Goldman, Executive Director
In early December, I will travel to Chicago for the annual conference of my professional
organization, the National Association of Temple Administrators (NATA). Every year, it is a
pleasure to gather with my colleagues to discuss innovations in the field, shared concerns and
new opportunities in congregational life.
This year, it is my extraordinary honor to give back to NATA as the education co-chair for the
conference. Along with my partner, Rachel Tasch from Congregation Beth Am in Los Altos Hills,
Cal., I have spent the last 14 months designing an educational program and recruiting keynote
speakers and workshop leaders. The process has been deeply rewarding and has allowed
me to collaborate with some of the most successful temple executive directors in the Reform
movement as well as leaders in the field of Jewish organizational work.
What has been extraordinarily evident throughout this process is that temple executive directors need, and seek out, learning on a
very wide variety of topics. This job is unlike any other in that synagogues as organizations must be successful at community building,
spiritual guidance, pastoral care, education and children’s programs all the while maintaining the building and staff structures
to make it happen. The result is a work environment that is (decidedly) never dull and one where we are blessed to witness the
most profound moments of connection and growth while developing skill sets in things like annual elevator inspections and waste
management.
In my over 20 years of Jewish communal service, I continue to feel deeply blessed to engage in this work every day. I am awed by
the dedication of my co-workers and delighted to see everyone’s hard work come to life in our thriving congregation. In the last
seven years, we have revitalized all of our learning programs, renovated our worship and gathering space (in just three months!)
and implemented a variety of systems to improve efficiency in our organization including a complete transition to new database and
accounting software. To say it’s been exciting is an understatement.
As 2019 comes to a close, we all have much for which to be grateful and even more about which to feel pride. Temple Shalom is a
community that lives its values of inclusion, thoughtful collaboration and intentional Jewish practice, and we do it very well. As a dear
friend often says, “What a time to be alive!” Indeed. Happy New Year to all. May 2020 bring us only joy and luck.

Dr. Susannah Heschel
Temple Shalom Rothman Scholar

Friday, Dec. 6, services 6:30 p.m.
Shabbat dinner and talk 7:30 p.m.
$20/person
Sign up: www.templeshalom.org

Selma: an iconic site in American history and an iconic moment in Jewish
history. “I felt my legs were praying.” With those words describing his
experience of the Selma march of 1965, Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel,
professor of Jewish ethics and mysticism at the Jewish Theological Seminary,
transformed a political march into a moment of profound religiosity.
His daughter, Dr. Susannah Heschel, Dartmouth College Professor of Jewish
Studies, will evaluate the role of Jews in the Civil Rights Movement and the
importance of that movement in American Jewish history.

Fred Kraus, President
Our New Space
I can’t count the number of times I heard, “It’s never going to be done on time.” Even my
12-year-old daughter said it to me in August. If I’m honest about it, certainly I had the same
thought on more than one occasion over the summer. Yet, Sarah Abrams, Michael Grill, Jason
Korb and, of course, Ellie Goldman kept assuring us that they had it under control.
They were right.
Yes, there are punch-list items, and it’s not yet “done done,” but to be able to celebrate our
new sanctuary space over the High Holy Days was truly a gift. I marveled at the brightness, at
the brilliant stained-glass windows, at the crisp sound. When we sat down in unison, there was
silence in place of squishing seat cushions (though, okay, I miss that a little bit). Fewer steps up
to the bima allowed participating members of our community the choice to sit on the bima or in
the congregation without a sense of disruption. Similarly, the clergy could walk around – a practice I found natural and engaging.
Rabbi Berry spoke of the new space in her Kol Nidre sermon. I won’t try to repeat her beautiful message, except to say that she’s
right – space matters. A worship space shapes our worship experience. A celebration space shapes our celebration experience.
A challenging space may detract from our ability to stay in the moment, just as a beautiful space complements our experience.
Personally, I found the space complementing my experience in many moments.
I’ll also share that, come the first day of the tefilot (prayers) during Shacharit, I was very much looking forward to attending. Shacharit
is a visual service, meaning that the text, songs and prayers are projected on screen. In previous years, this was accomplished by
what I can generously describe as a “rinky dink” setup involving a small pop-up screen and a table and portable projector behind
it. Now, there are two large screens that unroll from either side of the ark and fixed projectors from the ceiling. It is – in a word –
wonderful.
Personally, I like the idea of a visual service: there are no books to hold; our faces are not bent downward toward the text, but lifted
up toward the screen, and our voices project outward in reading and song. We can look up and out, toward the front and toward
each other. The new space and setup facilitate this experience magnificently.
I look forward to enjoying our new spaces in this new year. May the Sanctuary enable us to enjoy even more our worship
experiences, and may the Social Hall enable us to enjoy even more our celebrations. May the front welcome us and enable us to
greet each other more comfortably. And may be all take pride in what we’ve done!

Shabbat Services
Temple Shalom offers a variety of Shabbat services, studies and activities for all ages. The Friday night service, which is held every
Friday at 6:30 p.m., is filled with lots of singing and spirit. Come and join us for Shabbat.

Rothman Scholar Shabbat with Dr. Susannah Heschel
Friday, Dec. 6, 7:30 p.m. Shabbat dinner
Dr. Susannah Heschel, a Jewish Studies professor at Dartmouth College, will speak about Black/Jewish relations during Shabbat
dinner. Dr. Heschel’s father, Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel of the Jewish Theological Seminary, prominently marched with the Rev.
Martin Luther King in Selma, Ala. in 1965.
FwYC Tot Shabbat Halleilu
Fridays, Dec. 6 and Jan. 3, 5:30 p.m., Rothman Chapel/Room 101
5:30 p.m.: Tot Service in Rothman Chapel with music and movement in a service for all ages, led by Becca Yudkoff, song leader Jackie
Nudelman and the clergy. Children are invited to lead hamotzi, the blessing over the challah, at the conclusion of the service.
6 p.m.: Free family dinner (vegetarian)
6:30 p.m.: Please join the larger congregation’s Shabbat Halleilu Service. We provide Shabbat Club babysitting free of charge (for
ages two and up) in our beautiful preschool classroom.
Shabbat Halleilu Services
Fridays, Dec. 6 and Jan. 3, 6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Halleilu, a spirited service in song, is held the first Friday of every month. Temple Shalom’s Shabbat Halleilu Band, led by
keyboardist Matt Savage, accompanies the worship in a service appropriate for all ages. Children can lead hamotzi, the blessing
over the challot (two challahs) at the conclusion of the service. Shalom Nosh precedes the service at 6 p.m. with an Oneg Shabbat
at 7:30 p.m. after services. “Shabbat Club” babysitting is provided and free of charge for ages two and up.
Shir Shalom Choir
Fridays, Dec. 13 and Jan. 31, 6:30 p.m.
Please join us as our Shir Shalom Choir sings at our Shabbat services. The choir is led by Music Director David Carrier and Cantor
Leah Shafritz.
Shabbat Mind: Mindfulness and Meditation
Saturday, Dec. 14 and Jan. 18, 11 a.m.
Join us monthly for an hour of Shabbat-inspired stillness and reflection led by
members of our own community. Included will be guided imagery, meditation,
discussion and sharing. Appropriate for experienced meditators and those new to
meditation as well. No registration required.
Consecration Shabbat
Friday, Dec. 20, 5:45 p.m., Shabbat dinner and services
Celebrate our children as they start their Jewish learning with the first grade Consecration. Dinner is at 5:45 p.m. followed by
Shabbat services and Consecration at 6:30 p.m. and oneg at 7:30 p.m.
Minyan and Torah Study
Saturdays, 8:45 a.m., Rothman Chapel and Room 101
A lively lay-led minyan service is held every Saturday morning, followed by a light breakfast and Torah study.
B’nai Mitzvah
A Saturday morning Shabbat service will be held at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary with a Torah service when there is a Bar/Bat
Mitzvah.

Kim Bodemer, Education & Youth Engagement
I am taking an online course for educators working in Congregational Schools on Mindfulness
and Meditation through the Institute for Jewish Spirituality. The course dovetails nicely with
our work in bringing Social, Emotional and Spiritual Learning (SESL) to Temple Shalom. I must
admit, I am new to mindfulness. My mind, often cluttered with “to do” lists, ideas based on
articles I’ve read and conversations I’ve had and concerns about the future, is difficult to
tame. I’ve heard from many people the benefits of having a mindfulness practice, but in past
I haven’t been successful in following through with one of my own, but taking this course as
part of a group has helped me be more accountable.
After each module of this course, I take the opportunity to reflect on how the mindfulness
practice I just learned can be used to enhance the experience of our teachers and our
students. I’m excited to share three ways we are experimenting with mindfulness as well as
SESL with our students in MINCHA (our educational program for middle schoolers).
Greeting our students

Paying attention to how this cessation of movement felt in

It seems obvious that we should say hello to people when they
come in. Greeting students mindfully brings it to a whole new
level. Our education team warmly greets each student, opening
the door for them as they arrive. We tell them how glad we
are to see them and pay attention to their mood and body
language. Our students have been through a long day at school
and hours of social exchanges with peers. On some days, they
come into the Temple happy with boundless energy, and other
days, they come in quiet and reserved. Paying attention to how
they are feeling helps us better to support them educationally,
emotionally, spiritually and socially.

contrast to the hectic minutes that preceded it. Students gained
an appreciation for rest and mindfulness amid a full and busy
schedule.

Take a breath – take a break
As living creatures, we - naturally and without thought - breath.
We take in oxygen and release carbon dioxide. Focusing on
the breath gives us the opportunity to guide our thoughts
and appreciation to our bodies. The Mindfulness Experiential
T’filah session begins with taking three deep breaths. Students
are invited to place their hands on their stomachs feeling the
expansion and retraction that comes with these deep, cleansing
breaths. During a recent session, students simulated the creation
story through a series of rapidly increasing movements. They
moved at a frenzied pace, avoiding bumping into others as each
day of creation was called until I called Shabbat. As the seventh
day was called, all movement stopped. Students found a seat
or a comfortable spot on the floor and focused on their breath.

Mindful eating
As someone who commutes a long distance, I find myself often
eating at least one meal in my car. I often don’t stop to enjoy
the food I’m eating. Instead, I look at it as necessary energy to
fuel my body. After participating in a session on mindful eating,
I decided to bring this practice to my students. Each student
got one ripple potato chip. As they were holding their chips, I
asked them to consider where this food originated from and all
the things and people that went into making it. I asked them to
hold the chip to their noses and notice the smell and to feel the
texture between their fingers. I invited them to place a small
piece of the chip on their tongues and to experience the flavor
before eating the chip. There was some giggling and frustration
from the students on how long I was making them wait before
they could enjoy the chip, but each reflected that the experience
helped them to be more mindful of what they were eating, how
it was made and how it tasted.
Mindfulness about our food is core to Judaism. We recite
blessings before eating, an appreciation for the source of
our food as well as a blessing after we eat – recognizing the
importance of gratitude.

As my journey into mindful practice begins to evolve and I consider meaningful ways to share it with the community, I am
reminded of the story of our biblical ancestor Jacob, who is awakened to possibility as he experiences God during a dream. After
fleeing his home following tricking his brother into giving up his birthright, he dreamt of a ladder connecting earth to heaven with
angels ascending and descending it. When he awoke, he remarked, “God was in this place, and I did not know it!”
To me, being mindful means paying attention – elevating seemingly ordinary experiences to something more. Jacob had been so
busy going through his day to day life that he didn’t notice God’s presence. Practicing mindfulness offers opportunities for true
connection and enlightenment. I’m excited to continue to learn, practice and share.

Liz Shiro, Director of SHACHARIT
SHACHARIT has enjoyed a fabulous start to the year!
We have welcomed several new families and teachers. The education team has worked hard to
create a program that balances the fun and the learning with building community and connecting
to Temple Shalom.
Here are some highlights so far:
• Kindergarten kids are working on their own Shabbat ritual objects.
• 1st graders are talking about acts of chesed (kindness) in their everyday lives and have been
learning about the holidays.
• 2nd graders were introduced to a Hebrew mnemonic system to help them learn their letters (Shin shakes right). They are also
exploring several Torah stories.
• 3rd graders began exploring their Jewish identity through learning the stories of their names.
• 4th graders have started exploring Jewish texts to learn about our belief in God.
• 5th graders are excited to partner with a school in Haifa to learn about Israel through the eyes of Israeli 5th graders.
• Kids in grades 3-5 chugim (electives) are exploring sacred space, time and relationships through several lenses including circus arts,
STEAM, drama, yoga, debate and sacred room design.
• Small Group Hebrew kids in grades 3-6 are using a multi-sensory approach to learning Hebrew by making letters with Play-Doh,
playing movement games to mark the number of syllables in words, listening to new recordings made by Cantor Shafritz and practicing
reading and chanting Shabbat morning and evening prayers.

Our SHACHARIT Education Program is growing, and we are thankful to the parents and lay leaders of our community, who support our
program. We are thrilled that SHACHARIT is an innovative, warm and inclusive environment for so many children and families.

Upcoming Events:
First Grade Consecration
Friday, Dec. 20, 5:45 p.m.
Dinner and Service
Shababa Shabbat
Saturday, Jan. 25, 10 a.m.
A Saturday morning service geared toward
children in grades 4-7 and their families

Students visit Mayyim Hayyim

Students in grade five had the
opportunity in October as part
of their study of Jewish Lifecycle
to visit Mayyim Hayyim, Living
Waters Mikveh in Newton
where they learned about
ritual immersion in the time
of the Bible as well as modern
immersion rituals today.
Students completed a
scavenger hunt as part of
an interactive experiential
education program.

Marriah Vengroff, Youth Programs
Youth Engagement was jam-packed this fall, and the time really flew by! We have seen the
friendships between our Taste of Campers grow, our madrichim (“leaders”) take on leadership
roles, MINCHA students explore sacredness, SHAFTYites bring teens together through
community and social justice events and so much more.
In November, we had the pleasure of taking our sixth graders on a fun-filled Jewish campinspired retreat at Camp Ramah in Palmer, Mass. The retreat is always one of my favorite events
of the year. There is nothing like being at camp and experiencing the magic that it brings to even
the most ordinary of moments.
This year’s retreat was no exception. Our schedule was full with everything from participating
in an interactive Amidah challenge to playing a game of kickball to Havdalah plus a campfire and s’mores. Although we returned
exhausted and worn out, watching our sixth graders develop their Jewish identity and make deeper connections with classmates, the
clergy and staff made it all worth it!

Marriah Vengroff

Director of Youth Engagement

Sixth graders act out part of Parsha Noach during the Saturday
morning service Paper Bag Dramatics program

Student creates a visual representation of what is sacred in her life

During a Mitzvah program, sixth graders create Shabbat bags
and condolence cards for the Caring Committee

Students at the sixth grade retreat compete in a Minute to Win
it Challenge

Sixth graders participate in Saturday morning services

Becca Yudkoff, Families with Young Children
Get out of the cold, and come join Families with Young Children at Temple Shalom! We have
many opportunities to sing, explore and be part of our wonderful community. Most programs
are free, and no registration is required.
We welcome you to bring a friend along. Members and non-members are welcome. Please
check out the photos from our fall programs and what’s happening this December and
January.
Please get in touch - byudkoff@templeshalom.org or 617.332.9550 x29.

Becca Yudkoff

Program Director for Families with Young Children
Tot Shabbat Halleilu
First Friday of the month
Dec. 6 and Jan. 3, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m: Tot Service in Rothman Chapel with music and movement. This service is appropriate for all ages,
led by Becca Yudkoff, song leader Jackie Nudelman and the clergy. Children are welcome and invited to lead
hamotzi, the blessing over the challah, at the conclusion of the service.
6 p.m: Free family dinner (vegetarian)
6:30 p.m.: If you family is up for it, join the larger congregation’s Shabbat Halleilu Service. We provide
Shabbat Club babysitting free of charge (for ages two and up) in our beautiful preschool classroom for those
who need it.

Loose Parts for Little Ones
Wednesday, Dec. 18, 11 a.m.-noon, Room 202
Bring your one-to-three year-old toddlers for exploration, discovery, tinkering and play with a new set of
materials each class. Facilitated by Becca Yudkoff, Program Director for Families with Young Children; Lucy
Banerji, Nursery School Director, and our wonderful nursery school teachers. Free and no registration
necessary.

Little Explorers (1.6-5)
Sundays, Dec. 15 and Jan. 12, 10-11 a.m.
Taught by our amazing Nursery School teacher Sabrina Burke, this program is designed for families to
learn, laugh, explore and discover. This class will include science discovery, art exploration and storytime. Children ages 1-5 years are invited to come explore our monthly themes. Free and no registration
necessary.

Musical Matzah Balls
Saturdays, Dec. 21 and Jan. 25, 10-11 a.m.
Join our experienced music teacher, Jackie Nudelman, for musical Saturday mornings at Temple Shalom.
This fun class for children ages 0-5 will incorporate movement, musical instruments and songs with a Jewish
twist to get your weekend started. Free and no registration necessary.

Inside a Story!
Tuesday, Dec. 10, 11 a.m. - noon
Nursery School Art Classroom
Join us for this parent-child playful hour (event/exploration) as we step “inside a story” with a book to
explore every month. We will bring stories alive by transforming the space and bringing images and material
to explore concepts, characters and storytelling art. Facilitated by Becca Yudkoff, Program Director for
Families with Young Children; Lucy Banerji, Nursery School Director; and our wonderful nursery school
teachers. Free and no registration necessary.

Adult Learning
Temple Shalom offers a wide variety of Adult Learning this winter and spring from Prayerbook Hebrew to a discussion group about
Jewish men. Please sign up on our website, www.templeshalom.org.
Connecting Jewish Wisdom to 21st Century Living
with Temple Shalom Staff and Clergy
Sunday mornings
Dec. 8, Jan. 5, Feb. 2, March 1, April 5; 10:15-11:45 a.m., free
These monthly sessions will explore the lessons gleaned from
Jewish text and tradition and consider their application to today’s
world. Each session covers a different topic relevant to parenting,
raising Jewish children and being a whole parent in a complex
world. No registration required.

Prayerbook Hebrew 2
Jan.14, 21, 28, Feb. 4, 11, 25, March 3, 10, 17, 31, April 14, 28,
May 5, 12, 19 (15 sessions), 7-8 p.m., $100/participant
Using the book Bet is for B’reishit as a base,
students will increase their knowledge of
vocabulary, grammar and Hebrew sentence
structure working with select Torah texts. In-class
reading practice will focus on Torah texts and not
reading/chanting prayers.

Agreeing to Disagree the Jewish Way: An Introduction to
Disagreeing with Civility and Respect

Conversational Hebrew
Feb. 27, March 5, 12, 19 (four sessions), 7:30-8:45 p.m.,

with Rabbis Abrasley and Berry
Same class. Two locations.
Downtown Boston: Dec. 5, Jan. 23, Feb. 13, April 16; 12-1:30 p.m., $54
Temple Shalom: Dec. 19, Jan. 30, Feb. 27, April 30; 12-1:30 p.m., free
Today’s public discourse over heated ideological and political
issues often seems impossible. Have we lost our way to
really understand and engage in meaningful and constructive
disagreement? Jewish tradition offers an excellent antidote for
those who desire a different way to disagree more constructively.
Rabbi Abrasley and Rabbi Berry will present the “how-to
method” found at the core of all traditional Jewish study when
study partners find themselves confronted with contradictory
interpretations of Jewish texts.
Blessings of Community and Connection, Adult Kallah
Jan. 10-12, 2020. Wylie Inn, Beverly
Come to an enjoyable weekend getaway of learning, praying,
eating and schmoozing.
Adult Confirmation
Jan.14, 21, 28, Feb. 4, 11, 25, March 3, 10, 17, 31, April 14, 28,
May 5, 12, 19, 26 (16 sessions)
Confirmation will take place on Shavuot, May 28, 2020,
$300/participant
7-8 p.m. Prayerbook Hebrew I or II (we will work with you to
determine your level on the first evening of class)
8:15-9:15 p.m. Judaic Learning

$52/participant, cap of 20 participants
Interested in expanding your Hebrew vocabulary? Hoping to
order at a restaurant in Israel without shame? This class might
be for you! With an emphasis on food, music, history and
politics, this course is a great fit for those traveling to Israel with
us and anyone who wishes to expand their knowledge.
2020 Altshuler Scholar in Residence, Dr. Reuven Firestone
March 13-15, 2020
Dr. Reuven Firestone is the Regenstein Professor
in Medieval Judaism and Islam at HUC-JIR in Los
Angeles and Affiliate Professor of Religion at the
University of Southern California. Dr. Firestone
has served as vice president of the Association
for Jewish Studies (AJS) and president of the
International Qur’anic Studies Association (IQSA) and has
initiated and continues to be involved in numerous projects and
initiatives which bring together Jews Muslims and Christians,
Jews and Arabs, and Israelis and Palestinians. He received
rabbinical ordination from HUC-JIR in 1982. Dr. Firestone will
give a variety of talks over the course of what will be a highly
informative weekend.
Jewish Men: Wisdom and Ethics A discussion group with Josh Conescu
March 24, 31, April 14, 28; Breakfast 8-9:15 a.m., Cost: $36
Jewish men have been in the news lately and not always for the
right reasons. Bernie Madoff, Howard Weinstein and Jeffrey
Epstein, among others, are controversial figures. In a world
where things are increasingly uncertain, men of integrity,
honesty and grit are needed more than ever. Together, we will
study and discuss wisdom, law and stories from Jewish tradition
to help us to understand and unpack what it means to be a
Jewish man in 2020.

Prayerbook Hebrew 1
Jan.14, 21, 28, Feb. 4, 11, 25, March 3, 10, 17, 31, April 14, 28, May
5, 12, 19 (15 sessions), 7-8 p.m., $100/participant
Using the book Aleph Isn’t Enough as a base,
students will study vocabulary, basic grammar
and sentence structure in order to understand the
Modern Jewish Mysticism taught by Mary Jane Suzman
meaning of select prayers. Practice reading and
Spring 2020. Dates and other information TBD.
chanting prayers will round out the class time.

Wednesday

Thursday

30 2 Tevet
Chanukah

29 1 Tevet
Chanukah

31 3 Tevet

27 29 Kislev
Chanukah
Shalom Nosh
Shabbat Services

26 28 Kislev
Chanukah
Mah Jongg
1:00pm

25 27 Kislev
Chanukah
Temple oﬃce CLOSED

23 25 Kislev
Chanukah

22 24 Kislev
Erev Chanukah

24 26 Kislev
Chanukah

Saturday
7 9 Kislev
Minyan & Torah Study 8:45am
Alissa Kraus &
10:30am
Ben Molinksy
B’nai Mitzvah

28 30 Kislev
Chanukah
6:00pm Minyan & Torah Study 8:45am
6:30pm

21 23 Kislev
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9:30am Small Group Hebrew 3:30pm Small Group Hebrew 1:30pm Small Group Hebrew 3:30pm Mah Jongg
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MA'ARIV
6:30pm
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Small Group Hebrew 12:15pm
Sisterhood Israeli
4:00pm
Dancing
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Getting to Know You by Loretta Zack
There is so much that goes on behind the scenes here at Temple Shalom. It’s almost like magic, abracadabra, and it happens. Months
and years of Hebrew classes, tutoring for B’nai Mitzvah and finally entering into teenage years and hopefully returning with their own
families in the future. Allow me to introduce you to this wonderful group of young women.

From left to right are Sophie Grace, Sonia Milsten-Ockene, Nellie Havemeyer, Emma Gundersheimer and Lila Feldman

Savannah Bond

In the room: Savannah Bond, Sonia Milsten-Ockene, and Nellie Havemeyer. Lila Feldman was on the phone. Unfortunately, Emma
Gundersheimer and Sophie Grace were not able to be there, but I have all their information included in the article. Being away on
vacation in London trying to sort out BREXIT, I thank their teacher, Carol Berlin, for conducting the interviews and helping with the
article.
This group jelled together so well and are firm friends, all becoming Bat Mitzvah during 2019 and 2020 with Carol watching on,
almost like watching children fly the coop. Four years ago, Lila and Nellie were in the same Hebrew school class. Savannah, Sonia,
Sophie and Emma were together for three years. Sonia and Lila had been in kindergarten at Temple Shalom.
What did they have in common?
Lila says, “We all like to learn, especially new things. That was what made Hebrew School so much fun because we liked learning
about the Hebrew letters and everything about them.”
Sonia adds, “We liked playing the fun games to help us learn the Hebrew alphabet better.” As for Nellie, “We didn’t know what we
had in common outside of Hebrew School. So, we didn’t know what we had in common other than going to Hebrew School.” The
conversation continues with Sonia when she says that some of them play sports together, but only a couple of them went to the
same school.
Savannah says, “None of us went to the same elementary school.” Emma and Sophie tell me they worked well together and were
able to stay on task, but had fun along the way.
My next question was more into personal traits they liked about one another.
Nellie says, “Lila is a kind person, and Savannah is really sporty, and Sonia is also kind and nice and funny.” To which Sonia says,
“Everyone in my class is kind and supportive always.” Savannah joins in, saying, “I think everyone was very motivated, which makes it
easier to learn because there is no one who is distracting and isn’t going to try hard to learn the prayers.”
Lila says, “I think we all like to have fun. We make any hard situation fun. So, we are all excited to do that, and I enjoy that in Hebrew
School.” Finally Nellie says, “Well Sophie and Emma couldn’t be here today, but Sophie is super empowered to do a lot of stuff. She
is a rock climber. Emma is super nice. She is pretty chill. And when there were hard times in the classroom, we were able to support
each other.”
The more I read the notes I could feel myself warming to these young women and their positive attitudes towards each other. Sophie
tells me that everyone was supportive of each other and has each other’s backs. Emma tells me that they were “a tight knit group.”
What a great group.

The next question was for those who had had their Bat Mitzvah – how was it?
Savannah – “Mine was really fun. I think it made the process a lot easier from what we had learned in our class because I learned my
partner hadn’t learned as much as we had in this class. He had to work a lot harder to learn it. So, I was very happy to learn it. We
were all very fast learners.”
Lila - “I think it went really well because they gave me the opportunity to practice like leading a community, public speaking skills. The
process going up to it, and the whole day was a lot of fun.”
Nellie – “Carol was really special too because Lila had her do an aliyah at her bat mitzvah, which I think shows that we thought Carol
was special in our Jewish experience.”
Sonia – “And Carol went to all our Bat Mitzvahs that happened so far.”
Sophie – “It went much better than expected it to because I thought I’d be really nervous and forget things, but I made it! I also felt
really confident because Rabbi Berry was up there with me, and she invited me to participate more throughout the service.”
For those with upcoming B’nai Mitzvah, they were all very excited. Emma told me that she wasn’t nervous and was looking forward to
her Bat Mitzvah, and then I commented that she had done so well with her aliyah during High Holy Days that she would be fine.
As for future plans, Sonia says, “After my Bat Mitzvah, I plan to finish this year in MINCHA because we are all going to MINCHA. And
maybe do some Jewish teen programs when I am in high school.”
Nellie says: “A lot of people here would like us to join SHAFTY, which would be a good experience, and I think we all want to continue
our work in our Mitzvah projects.”
And finally, I ask, what are your achievements and what made this class so special?
Nellie – “I think learning all the prayers were really important.”
Lila – “Temple has made me a better person because I have learned to be thankful for all the things in my life.” At this point, Temple
Shalom Assistant Director of Youth Engagement Becca MacKillop walked through, and they talked about how she and Director of
Youth Engagement Marriah Vengroff are helping them continue their education and involvement. Good to know and so true!
Nellie adds, “I thought this class was special. When I came, I didn’t know anybody (she had just moved here from California), and
I didn’t really want to go to Hebrew School. There was a completely different group in my third grade year, but I think when Carol
made everything super special…when we learned the aleph bet, we got to do a little song, music thing. I thought Lila was super nice
and helped with my coming into Temple. Everyone just really made those years really great.”
Sonia says, “Temple and Carol’s class were special and are special to me because I got to work with other people who maybe didn’t
know a ton of people here, and we got to learn the prayers and Hebrew alphabet together. It was special because we were all
learning new things, and we got to learn them together.”
Savannah – “I also thought that the way Carol taught made us learn a lot faster because she let us go on our own pace, so we figured
them out, but then she helped us out to learn all these prayers.”
Lila – “I think the thing that really made it special is that we all supported each other and encouraged each other to practice our
prayers and get better, and we all worked together to achieve the same goals. And I think I agree with Savannah. Carol taught us in
a very fun way. We all went at our own speed.” Sophie and Emma both tell me that Carol helped them to learn the prayers and were
ahead of all the other classes because they worked so hard.
“I’m involved with Taste of Camp as a CIT along with Sonia, Nellie and Emma,” says Sonia. “I feel like I’ve really grown after taking
Carol’s class.
Personally, I was so impressed by these young women and look forward to watching their growth into adulthood representing
Temple Shalom and their youth.

What Israel Means to Me
When Rabbi Berry was nine years old, she entered an essay contest sponsored by the Jewish Agency, answering the question
“What does Israel mean to you?” Rabbi Berry mentioned this in her Rosh Hashanah sermon in September and asked students to
submit essays to her and Rabbi Abrasley. Owen Meyerowitz offered his thoughts.
By Owen Meyerowitz, sixth grade
Israel is one of those places where it seems like everything is at home. Giant
skyscrapers next to crumbling ruins, mosques next to temples. Israel is one of those
special places where everyone can co-exist and respect their neighbors. Although
sometimes there are squabbles and big governments may hold grudges against each
other, deep in the heart of Israel, many don’t care about gender, race, religion or any of
that nonsense.
Israel is the holiest city to Jews and Christians and is the third holiest to Muslims. Many
call the U. S. A. a big melting pot. People to fail to notice the other countries that could
be called that. In Israel, even the climate varies wildly. Take a drive that’s only four hours
from the north of Israel to Beersheba, and you’ll see.
All Abrahamic religions have some sort of connection to this wonderful country.
Although Israel is mainly Jewish, Muslims and Christians make up about 20 percent of Israel’s population and are growing faster
than the Jewish community. Who knew that a country of only 8.5 million, that is smaller than our own state of Massachusetts could
be so diverse? Jews, who make up less than 1 percent of the world population are the majority of the Israeli population. The U. S.
and Israel have close to the same amount of diversity in terms of how large the majority religion is.
The world is full of discrimination. In Israel, however, many religions have found a safe home. In Israel, there is no “place where
these people live” or “city where those people live” because everyone can respect one another’s differences.
Owen Meyerowitz is a sixth grader at F.A. Day Middle School in Newton. He has been a member of Temple Shalom since 2013. Owen has
never been to Israel, but he and his family plan to celebrate his Bar Mitzvah with Rabbi Berry and Rabbi Abrasley on the next Temple
Shalom family trip in February 2021.

Get Involved
SISTERHOOD
LATKES & VODKA BAKE-OFF COMING IN DECEMBER
Saturday, Dec. 14, 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Join us for an all-adult co-ed party to enjoy latkes and other finger foods,
desserts, vodka cocktails and mocktails in the newly renovated Social Hall at
Sisterhood’s first ever Chanukah party. Please sign up on the Temple website
(www.templeshalom.org) to register — and let us know if your household will be
bringing latkes or dessert to be judged or a bottle of wine to share. Sisterhood will
provide the applesauce and sour cream and other heavy appetizers and feature
a Gelt Martini and Maccabee Mocktail. We’ll vote on the best latkes and the best
dessert! Join us for a fun night out, or stop in for a quick nosh and a cocktail.
Cost to attend is $18/person.
Admission is FREE for parents who sign children up for Taste of Camp After Dark
that night, which will run from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Stop by for an hour or so before
picking up your child(ren)! Please register in advance using promo code CAMP
ISRAELI FOLK DANCING & FALAFELS
Sunday, Jan. 5, 4-6 p.m.
Sample the word-wide community of Israeli dancing with Sisterhood. No prior experience necessary…even if you have two left feet,
you can still enjoy Israeli dancing and the beautiful music. Pazit Lahav, a talented and experienced instructor will teach us some
of the classic older Israeli dances as well as more contemporary ones that are being choreographed and danced today, not just in
Israel, but around the world! Pazit’s love of Israeli dance is contagious. Prepare for a good work out and a good time. Immediately
thereafter, we’ll enjoy wine and an Israeli dinner from Jake’s Falafel Corner. Wear comfortable exercise clothing or jeans with
sneakers or dance shoes. Women ages 12 and up welcome. Admission $12.
SISTERHOOD BOOK SALON WITH RACHEL KADISH
Sunday, March 15, 3 p.m. at the home of Karen Korn
$10 for Sisterhood members, $18. for non-members
Rachel Kadish has won multiple awards, including the National Jewish Book Award, for her novel, The
Weight of Ink. Set in London in the 1600s and the early 21st century, the novel weaves together the tales
of two remarkable women: Ester Velasquez, an emigrant from Amsterdam, who is allowed to scribe for a
blind rabbi, and Helen Watt, a historian fascinated with Jewish history.
Rachel has been the Koret Writer-in-Residence at Stanford University and a fiction fellow of the National
Endowment for the Arts and the Massachusetts Cultural Council. She currently teaches in the Lesley
University MFA Program in Creative Writing and in Harvard University’s Summer School. Join us for a
stimulating conversation with Rachel.

SHALOM GATHERINGS
In December, the New Repertory Theatre will present Oliver!, with the incredible
Austin Pendleton playing the role of Fagin, and the Temple’s Theater Goers Group will
attend. This cherished family musical based on Charles Dickens’ famous novel, Oliver!
follows the life of a courageous orphan and a band of misfit children, fighting against
seemingly hopeless circumstances. Appropriate for all generations of theatre-goers,
this timely story brings to light the importance of friendship and caring for one another
when the world is set against you from the very beginning.
Plans are to purchase a block of tickets for a Saturday or Sunday matinee in December. A group discount rate will apply. If you are
interested, please contact Michael Zimmer at 617-217-1737 or email michaelzimmer0220@gmail.com.

Get Involved CONTINUED
GARDEN CLUB
The weather outside may be cold, but The Garden Club will be enjoying flowers and herbs inside. The Garden Club is hosting a
potluck dinner and floral design program, Books In Bloom, on Dec. 16 at 7 p.m. We will divide into small groups, and using flowers
that members will bring, we will brainstorm to create beautiful floral arrangements based on the assigned books.
On Jan. 27 at 7 p.m. in a workshop with Karen O’Brien of the Botany and
Horticultural Chair of the Herb Society of America, we will use herbs to transform
three culinary staples into something special. Because of number constraints
these events are open to members only…. so if you would like to participate,
become a member of The Garden Club.
Contact Susan Lunin, suzylunin@gmail.com, or Emily Rubenstein, erubensteins@
gmail.com, for more information about becoming a member.

Other upcoming events are:
Lecture: “Floral Paintings
Through the Ages”
Monday, March 16, 2020, 7 p.m.
Martha Chiarchiaro
Explore how flowers have been an
inspiration to artist for centuries.
Cost: members: free.
Guests: $5 donation

Special Design Program
with Beth Shalom GC of Needham
Tuesday, April 21, 2020, 7 p.m.
Maureen Christmas
Program will be held in Simon Hall,
Temple Beth Shalom,
670 Highland Ave., Needham
Cost: members: free.
Guests: $5 donation

Workshop: Kokodama
Monday, May 18, 2020, 7 p.m.
Susan Lunin and Joanne Lyons
Learn the Japanese art of growing plants
in a moss-covered ball.
Cost: TBD
End of the Year Potluck Supper
Monday, June 15, 2020, 7 p.m.

CARING COMMUNITY
Volunteer opportunities abound within Temple Shalom’s Caring Community initiatives. Congregants reach out to one another in
times of illness or bereavement, and rejoice in each other’s simchas. Acts of chesed (lovingkindness), such as a call, visit, meal delivery
or ride to Temple or a medical appointment can brighten the day of both the volunteer and the recipient. Please be in touch if you, or
someone you know, could benefit from these supports by emailing CaringCommunity@templeshalom.org.
Special thanks to the following volunteer drivers who ensured that all congregants who
requested rides were able to attend High Holy Day Services.
Eisen Family
Molinsky Family
Bruce Green

Mona Yaguda Ross
Lynn Baden and Scott Birnbaum
Ofer Ben-Gai
The High Holy Days also provided an opportunity for young ones to support
congregants in their own unique way. During grade programing, condolence
cards and Shabbat bags were thoughtfully designed and decorated.

Rhoda Ben-Gai

Caring Community Chair

BOOK CLUB
Monday, Dec. 16, 7:30 p.m. at the home of Martin Kretsch and Judith DiLeo, 84 Leeson Lane.
During the evening of the 15th of Tishri in the year 3758, the birth of two babies creates a major crisis
in the village of Bethlehem. Each of the infants has supporters claiming that the child in question is the
long-awaited Messiah. The apparent theft of three chests of treasure given to one of the infants by three
visiting scholars only serves to make the situation more volatile. And, when an eyewitness to the theft
is murdered and similar treasures end up in the possession of the other family, Bethlehem’s residents
form fanatical factions supporting each infant, threatening to turn the sleepy village into a theological
battleground.
This is the premise of Jeffrey Briskin’s second novel, Bethlehem Boys, and the Temple Book Club’s choice
for its December discussion. Jeffrey, the son of Temple members Phyllis and Jerry Briskin, will join us for
what promises to be a most interesting and entertaining discussion.
For those planning to join us, please call Marty and Judith at 617-965-3192 for instructions as to where to park.
Book Club evenings are open to all Temple members, their family and friends.

FILM SERIES
Monday, Jan. 6, 2020, 7:15 p.m.
Temple Shalom’s Monday Night at the Cinema kicks off its 21st year of Jewish themed films with the
marvelous Hungarian masterpiece 1945. Please join us for our traditional introductory comments on
the film’s background, which takes place in the wake of the Holocaust. The film presentation will start
at 7:30 p.m. and will be followed by our always illuminating group discussion of what the films tells us
about the Jewish experience as well as our critique of the movie as a work of art.
Our Sunday afternoon film series focusing on “The Many Faces of anti-Semitism – Part Two” continues our
exploration, through the medium of film, of how anti-Semitism has subtly changed over the centuries.
The series begins on Sunday, Feb. 2, 2020 at 3:30 p.m. with an overview of Part One, followed by a
movie and discussion of the impact of Martin Luther and the Reformation on the changing face of antiSemitism.
If you plan to attend, please email Dick Morrison (rjm23456@cs.com) so that reading material can be sent to you prior to the start of
the series.

MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCES IN OUR COMMUNITY
American Federation for Suicide
Suicide prevention lifeline
(800) 273-TALK (8255)

Jewish Family & Children’s Services
Services for families, children and seniors
(781) 647-JFCS (5327)

Colony Care Behavioral Health
Mental health/substance abuse therapy
(781) 431-1177 x210

Mass Men
Mental/behavioral resources for men
(800) 322-1356

Crossroads Counseling
Mental health for adults, couples and
families
(781) 431-2277

Riverside Emergency Services &
Outpatient
For children, adolescents and adults
(781) 769-8674 (emergency)
(617) 969-4925 (outpatient)

Samaritans Suicide Hotline
If you or someone you know is in crisis
(877) 870-HOPE (4673) (adult)
(800) 252-TEEN (8336) (teen)
William James Interface
Free referrals to licensed mental health
providers
(888) 244-6842 x1411
For immediate help, always call 911

Donations
RABBI’S SERVICE FUND
In Appreciation/Honor of
Rabbis Berry and Abrasley for officiating at
the funeral and the shiva service for Thelma
Bargar
By Elinor Nelson and Robert Bargar
Rabbi Laura Abrasley for officiating at the
unveiling of Rosalie Rudnick
By Mitchell Rudnick
The marriage of Julie Dansker and Howard
Parrington
By Susan Dansker
Rabbi Allison Berry for spending time with
Liz and Greg and officiating at their wedding
By Nancy and Bruce Leslie
Beverly Siegal being honored by CJP with the
Lou Millender Award
By Stephanie and Fred Cohen
Sharon and Howard Sholkin
Rabbis Abrasley and Berry for the beautiful
High Holy Days sermons and services
By Susie and Marc Gudema
Marion and David Pollock
Rabbis Berry and Abrasley for the
meaningful High Holy Days services
By Richard and Lorie Hamermesh
Rabbi Berry in appreciation of the support
after the passing of my mother, Florence
Marion
By Larry Marion & Leslie Eisenberg

Cantor Shafritz, welcome to Temple
Shalom and thank you for the beautiful
High Holy Days services
By Marion and David Pollock
Cantor Shafritz’s beautiful music and her
first High Holy Days with Temple Shalom
By Lynda and John Schwartz
Cantor Shafritz in appreciation for the
beautiful High Holy Days services
By Susie and Marc Gudema

CARING COMMUNITY FUND
In Honor of
Being able to spend the holiday with our
family at such a wonderful service in such a
beautiful sanctuary
By Barbara and Wayne Freid
Ellen Glovsky and Robin Skirboll for their
inspirational and brave words during Yom
Kippur
By Marion and David Pollock

Cantor Shafritz’s magnificent singing which
added so much beauty to the High Holy
Days
By Lorie and Richard Hamermesh

In Memory of

Cantor Shafritz in appreciation of the
support after the passing of my mother,
Florence Marion
By Larry Marion & Leslie Eisenberg

Marlene Gouthier
By Nadene Stein

Cantor Shafritz in appreciation of her High
Holy Days voice and music
By Janet and Mark Gottesman
In Memory of
Myra R. Fineman
By The Fineman Family
David Silen
By Ruth and William Silen
ADULT SPIRITUALITY GROWTH FUND
In Honor of

George Gold
By Irene Laursen

Edith Briskin
Charles Kahn
Irving Khan
By Phyllis and Jerry Briskin
Dorothy Koskoff
By Susan Glazer
GARDEN CLUB/TEMPLE
BEAUTIFICATION FUND
In Memory of
David Klinger
By Phyllis Scherr and Henry Lerner
Ida E. Stein
By Marsha and Peter Berenson

Rav Claudia
By Marjorie Zohn

Ellen Glovsky for sharing her powerful
story during Yom Kippur
By Carol and Chuck Berlin

In Memory of

In Memory of

Alvin H. Greenwald
By Carol and Brian Mazmanian

David Morningstar
By Betty Morningstar and Jeanette Kruger

Richard Lieff
By Barbara and Bob Fierman

ANITA WINER “OPEN YOUR EYES” FUND
In Honor of

Thank you for sharing your lovely Rosh
Hashanah services with us
By Barbie and Steve Gideon

Paddy Matloff
By Daniel Matloff

Entryway Mosaic
By Mary Jane and Peter Suzman

In Memory of

Selma Freed
Michael Freed and Liz Geist

In Memory of

Morton Canter
Phyllis Canter
By Steven Canter

CANTOR’S SERVICE FUND
In Honor of
Cantor Shafritz with thanks for the beautiful
music during the holidays
By Carol and Chuck Berlin
Cantor Leah Shafritz and her beautiful music
and leadership on the High Holidays
By Claudia and Jason Brown
Fred Cohen’s Second Bar Mitzvah
By Wendy and Ed Case

Thelma Bargar
By Phyllis Scherr and Henry Lerner
Arthur Kaplan
By Ellen Kaplan
Bonnie Zeitlin Klotz
By Paula and Steve Zeitlin
Herbert Siegal
By Beverly Siegal and Richard Peiser
BUILDING FUND
By Peter Saretsky

GENERAL FUND
In Honor of
My good fortune to attend the High Holy
Days services
By Rochelle Borg

Felice Handel
Janet Ellen Hill
By Lynda and Jay Schwartz
Annette Cohen
By Ann & Sidney Cramer
Nancy Holczer
By Sherry Bame
Herbert Kruger
By Jeanette Kruger and Betty Morningstar
Rose Bernstein Kunitz
By Daniel Kunitz

Donations
Marion Likoff
Stanley Likoff
By Shelah Feiss and Mark Likoff
Florence Marion
By Myra Landau
Max K. Nelson
By Elinor Nelson and Robert Bargar

MUSIC FUND (WORSHIP)
In Memory of
Lillian Swack
By Harvey Swack

Harry Carleton
By Donna and William Carleton

PEAH GARDEN FUND
In Memory of

Tillie Palastrant
By Annette Cohen

Charles Parker
Pauline Parker
By Ellen and Steve Parker

Enid Paul
By Steven Paul

SISTERHOOD FUND
In Memory of

Alfred Prokop
Akiva Weisman
By Marian Prokop and Robert Weisman

Sarah Resnick
By Robin and Ernest Krieger

Michael Shulman
By Jim and Susan Shuman
Marion Steinberg
By Andrea and Mark Trachtenberg
Elliott Topkins
By Joanne Topkins
Evelyn Wardwell
By Lynn and Paul Chernoff
Huberman Family Fund for Jewish
Camping
By Bert Huberman

Harold Cohen
William Nadel
By Stephanie and Fred Cohen

SOCIAL ACTION FUND
In Honor of
Ellie Goldman for her time, effort and
commitment to the renovation project
By Marion and David Pollock

Milton Holzman
Mollie Holzman
By Barbara Holzman
Norman Jacoby
By Rosalind Switalski
Alexander Kucher
By Mila and Mikhail Margul
Rita Lerne
By Joan, Michael and Sienna Weinstien
Shirley Marcus
By Joan and Jeff Karelis and family
Geri Pollock
By Marion and David Pollock
YOUTH ACTIVITIES PROGRAM FUND
In Honor of

In Memory of
Sumner A. Dane
Nathan Mandell
By Harriet Mandell
Yahrzeit and Remembrance Fund
In Memory of

The efforts of your clergy and staff in making
our granddaughter, Hannah Schwager’s Bat
Mitzvah a memorable one
By Joel and Carol Shyavitz

Generation to Generation
BIRTHS

DEATHS

Ava Sydney Phillips
Daughter of Emily and Dustin Phillips
Granddaughter of Joan and Jeff Karelis
Sister of Benjamin Phillips

Our beloved members….

B’NAI MITZVAH
Ben Molinsky
Son of Jennifer and Andrew Molinsky
Alissa Kraus
Daughter of Jaimie and Fred Kraus
Macy Goodwin
Daughter of Lena and Denis Goodwin
Martha Balson
Daughter of Andrew and Melora Balson
WEDDINGS

Annette Cohen, our founding member
Vincent Mulcahey
Husband of Saralee Mulcahey
Father of Craig Mulcahey
We also remember….
Mark Dover
Father of Jeffrey Dover
Bernard Hamermesh
Father of Richard Hamermesh
Michael Lopin
Father of Naomi Osborne

Ben Allar and Katie McGrail
Son of Marcia Allar

Florence Marion
Mother of Larry Marion

Julie Dansker and Howard Parrington
Daughter of Susan Dansker

Carl Robert (Bob) Zelnick
Father of Dara Kesselheim

CONTACT LIST
Listing appears alphabetical by first name. Dial (617) 332-9550 and extension.

Al White

Facilities Manager

Becca Yudkoff

Alison Lobron

Inclusion and Program
Development Coordinator
ext. 26

Caroline Dorn

Program Director for
FwYC
ext. 29

Congregational Membership
& Engagement Manager
ext. 16

Fred Kraus

Jeff Remz

President

Director of Communications
president@templeshalom.org
and Marketing
ext. 27

Liz Shiro

SHACHARIT Director of
Education
ext. 23

Loretta Zack

Executive Assistant to
the Clergy
ext. 13

Rabbi
Allison L. Berry
ext. 15

Eleanor Boschert

Anne Fried

Executive Assistant to
Cantor Shafritz and Ellie
Goldman ext. 28

Ellie Goldman

Becca MacKillop

Assistant Director of
Youth Engagement
ext. 18

Erin Borras

Hospitality Manager
ext. 25

Executive Director
ext. 11

Education Program
Coordinator
ext. 20

Kim Bodemer

Rabbi
Laura J. Abrasley

Cantor
Leah Shafritz

Lucy Dube

Marriah Vengroff

Senior Director for Jewish
Education and Youth
Engagement ext. 21

Lucy Banerji

Nursery School Director
ext. 55

ext. 24

Controller
ext. 14

ext. 17

Director of Youth
Engagement
ext. 22

Temple Shalom
175 Temple Street
Newton, MA 02465

(617) 332-9550
info@templeshalom.org
www.templeshalom.org
www.tsyouth.org
Allison L. Berry, Senior Rabbi
Laura J. Abrasley, Senior Rabbi
Leah Shafritz, Cantor
Ellie Klein Goldman, Executive Director
Kim Bodemer, Senior Director for Jewish
Education and Youth Engagement
Lucy Banerji, Nursery School Director
Fred Kraus, Temple President
Jeffrey B. Remz, Director of
Communications and Marketing
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