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On Yom Kippur, Rabbis Abrasley and Berry creatively delivered their sermons in the form of letters to
loved ones. We are including one letter from each Rabbi. The letters also are available in their entirety on
the Temple Shalom website.

Rabbi Laura Abrasley
Dear Nanny,
An image of you has been floating around in my head. It was the very last time I
saw you, a few weeks before you died.
You were home, as you requested; the hospice nurse out of the room. Your threeyear-old great-grandson, Noah, and I were in your big bed while you slept in the
rented hospital bed next to us. Noah was squirmy. Not content to lay still with me.
I looked up just in time to watch him get into your bed. In one glorious moment,
I saw my future merge into my past, snuggled together content and giggling. I so
wished he had more time with you.
I loved being your first grandchild. The first to escape to your house for
sleepovers, ice cream and generous helpings of support. I came to treasure your
advice.
Writing this letter is so bittersweet. What I really wish is that I could send you an
invitation to my upcoming installation as co-Senior Rabbi of Temple Shalom. You,
out of every member of our family, would be so thrilled with the news of my success.
You always supported my dream of becoming a Rabbi. You never doubted my abilities. You reminded me I stood on strong,
resilient family shoulders. I wonder if you knew those shoulders belonged to you?
In 1939, you escaped Germany to begin a new life in Houston, Texas of all places. You were 15 years old. An immigrant forced
to leave a comfortable, well-to-do life when your parents realized that even their influential, politically connected friends
could not save you from the Nazis. You made straight A’s in your new high school even though you could barely speak
English. You encouraged me to develop similar strong study habits. I still read with a dictionary close by. Whenever I look up a
word, I think of you.
You taught me to love travel and theatre. And to put family first. You gently warned me about the dangers of assimilation and
anti-Semitism. “There are those that hate indiscriminately. Be proud of your Judaism.”
I know your thoughtful advice will serve me well as I step up to lead this congregation with my friend and rabbinic partner in
crime, Rabbi Allison Berry.
We are two strong women working in sacred partnership. Honoring the past. Innovating for the future.
We follow the smart advice of women who we admire, like you. We love our community. We study late into the night. We
laugh often and do not shy away from difficult decisions. We remember to make time for our beloved families. And we believe
in ourselves.
Any chance I can swing by for a burger and your keen listening ear? I’ll bring yours from that place you like. And I’ll make sure
it has only mustard, pickles and fried onions.
I know we will make you proud. I miss you every single day!
Love,
Laurie
P.S. You would really like Allison. She sings show tunes in her car!

Rabbi Allison Berry
Dear Zayde,
Your trunk is made from cedar and has black leather straps. The leather is now
worn and cracked, but the wood is still in good condition. Your trunk lives in my
basement wedged between boxes of baby clothes and old picture albums.
Over 100 years ago, you and the trunk left a little town in Russia, never to return.
When you departed the land of your parents and grandparents to make a new
life, I wonder if you ever looked back?
In my favorite musical, Hamilton, composer Lin-Manuel Miranda writes, “What
is a legacy? It’s planting seeds in a garden you never get to see. I wrote some
notes at the beginning of a song someone will sing for me. America, you great
unfinished symphony, you sent for me. You let me make a difference. A place
where even orphan immigrants can leave their fingerprints and rise up…”[1]
Zayde - you lived in a world where there was no safety or space for nostalgia,
softness or even memory. I write you this letter because I am the one who can glance back. I am the singer of the songs you
composed. I am your legacy. And today, I wonder, what will be mine?
You arrived in America and became a Hebrew teacher. In your photos, you no longer wear kippah or
tzitzit. You wear a suit and formal expression as you marry my beloved great-grandmother, Esther.
Your obituary, published in August 1935 in the Worcester Telegram reads, “Rebbe Smith represented
a line of “rebbes” whose influence on the minds and education of Jewish youth was most marked
at a time when immigration to this country was at its height.” It continues, “The picture of “Rebbe”
Smith seated at the head of the table, one eye following the text, and the other watching to see that
everyone was studying and not misbehaving...will never vanish from our memory.”
Zayde, your daughter, my grandmother, who is now 97 years old, speaks of you with longing and
love. She recalls with sadness and regret that you taught the holy Hebrew tongue only to boys. So
unbeknownst to you, she hid in the pantry and listened to your lessons in secret.
So what do you make of me, Zayde, standing here on the bimah this morning a teacher of
Hebrew - a “rebbe” of your generation - a holder of the texts and letters of our tradition?
Would you turn your eye to me and approve of this synagogue and this life I have chosen?
Would you celebrate this moment as I step up to lead Temple Shalom?
I’m not sure you could imagine our vibrant Jewish community today. Men and women
study side by side. Girls read from Torah. I even went to Israel this summer to fight for the
right for women to pray alongside men at the Western Wall.
I hope you would approve - Nana says you would…I know I will make you proud.
With respect,
Your loving great-granddaughter
Hamilton: An American Musical. By Lin-Manuel Miranda, directed by Thomas Kail, 21
April 2016, Richard Rodgers Theatre, New York, New York. Specific lyrics from song, “The
World Was Wide Enough.”
[1]

Cantor Peter Halpern
Once again, we have transitioned from the renewal of the High Holy Days to the
joy of Sukkot and Simchat Torah. Apart from our weekly Shabbat celebration,
Channukah will be the next holiday on the Jewish calendar. We have some time
until then.
We are blessed at Temple Shalom to have a congregation for whom Tikkun Olam
(“repairing the world”) is a sacred calling. Social action is for our culture second
nature and a given. It is one of the ways we feel we know God wants us to live. In
Pirkei Avot, Rabbi Hillel says, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me?” and then
goes on to encourage us to move past the self and care for others.
Our Torah commands us to love others as ourselves. In both cases the
presupposition is that we love and care for ourselves first and then extend
further, hopefully to increasingly widening circles. When preparing to take off on
an airplane, the flight attendant tells us to put on our oxygen masks first if we are
with children. So, how do we plan to attend to ourselves?
I read a book a few years ago made up of interviews with successful people in all walks of life. The author said he found they
had one thing in common. They were all stimulated by some form of positive thought every day. This was a starting point for
them. Once they were set on the right track each day, they could see and engage with life in a way they knew was possible
and were likely do much more good. Maybe this is a time to pull back and try to see ourselves objectively. When are we
happiest? What lifts our soul and touches us? What serves as oxygen for our minds and spirits?
The first two things that cross my mind are exercise and music. For years, I dragged myself to the gym a couple of times a
week until I realized how much better I felt the rest of the day. Now, it has become routine. I rarely look forward to it, but
(usually) don’t allow those thoughts to cause me to rationalize why today is not a good day to go. Tennis, in particular, is
something I adore doing. The exercise is added icing on the cake.
Every morning, I listen to music, usually folk/rock music from the ‘70s, certain country singers and 17th-18th century classical
music. The harmony has a very organized structure. I don’t analyze it, but it helps order my mind and emotions for the day.
If I can make time in the evening or weekend, I will listen to more passionate music. Opera, in particular, is a great love. I
should qualify that – well-sung opera. My theory is that there are relatively few opera lovers because there are relatively few
outstanding singers with beautiful voices. The ‘50s through the ‘70s were a high point in that regard, and fortunately, we are
having a renaissance now.
Opera, quality film, watching and playing tennis and Jewish study, particularly of a spiritual nature, are things which feed me.
Undoubtedly, you have your own. I suggest that in the weeks before Channukah (“rededication”), we rediscover or cultivate
what lifts us up, nurtures and helps set us on a path that strengthens us and allows us to serve others.

Thank you for great High Holy Days
We want to thank everyone who helped make the High Holy Days an engaging and uplifting
start to the new year of 5779. Thank you to our congregants, who make Temple Shalom the
warm community that exists not only during Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, but throughout
the year.

Ellie Goldman, Executive Director
INCREDIBLE GRATITUDE FOR THE ROOF OVER OUR HEADS
There was no time in my life when I thought I would find a new roof exciting
– truly exciting – but that time has arrived. This fall, Temple Shalom will begin
the first phase of a badly needed roof renovation starting with our Sanctuary
and Social Hall building. The current roof is more than 30 years old and seems
to crack in a new place every time it rains. Our sacred prayer space has been
damaged by the water, and our Social Hall is often dotted with round trash
barrels whenever there’s a storm.
The roof replacement will be the first major step in our larger synagogue
renovation project that will result from our Capital Campaign. Our beautiful
building has served us diligently for 63 years.
If our walls could talk, they would surely share stories of nervous b’nai mitzvah
moments, of powerful sermons reflecting the struggles of turbulent times that
inspired generations of congregants. Our spiritual home has gently held mourning families and reverberated with joy on
rousing Simchat Torah evenings.
But the spaces are tired. There are areas of disrepair, and we don’t have the flexibility to develop 21st century prayer
experiences that reflect our diverse and growing community.
Newly revised images of planned construction include a space that is lighter, more open, modular in seating capacity and
accessible to all. The Social Hall will be expanded to allow for larger events and will include state-of-the-art audio/video
capacity.
Nearly 20 percent of our congregation has now made pledges to the Capital Campaign (many over a multi-year period), and
we have raised almost $4 million as of press time.
The generosity of those donors is overwhelming and inspiring to me. My own family is proud to be contributing to the bright
future of our congregation, but the work is far from done.
In addition to building renovations, the Capital Campaign will add funds to our endowment, a savings fund from which the
Temple draws interest every year to offset our operating deficit. For several years, we have drawn an unsustainable amount
from the endowment in order to invest in new and innovative programs and increased staff, but that cannot continue.
The Capital Campaign will replenish the endowment ensuring that our programs and staff never have to be diminished out of
concern for the budget. Now is the time to step forward and become part of the future of Temple Shalom, and every member
of our community, at every giving level, will make a difference. If you have not yet given or if you would like to reconsider
a more significant gift, please contact me (egoldman@templeshalom.org), and I will arrange a personal meeting with a
member of the Capital Campaign committee.

Scholar in Residence Cantor Rosalie Boxt is coming in 2019
Cantor Rosalie Boxt, the Union for Reform Judaism Director of Worship, will
be our scholar-in-residence in March 2019. Be on the lookout for additional
info in the coming months.

Scott Birnbaum, President
SUN, SAND, FOOD AND FRIENDS IN TEL AVIV
When I was a kid, the early autumn back to school ritual invariably involved
writing an essay, “What I Did Last Summer.” This past August, my family and I spent
a relaxing nine days in Israel, mostly to enjoy Tel Aviv’s beaches and fantastic
restaurants. Thanks to a congregational trip to Israel about 10 years ago, we have
all toured Jerusalem’s Old City, climbed Masada, floated on the Dead Sea and
visited Haifa and Safed.
This trip, we wanted to swim in the warm Mediterranean like we’ve done in
Greece and eat great food like we did in the south of France. Our vacation
exceeded all our expectations — the beaches were great, and the restaurants
were fantastic.
Beyond food and sun and quality time with the family was the opportunity to get
together with two Israeli friends. Isaac was a client of mine; he’s a retired colonel
in the IDF, a physician and an academic. As soon as he heard we were coming to Israel, he invited us to join his family for
Shabbat dinner at his home in central Israel.
Sitting at a table with more food than I can ever remember seeing at one time, my family was fascinated to hear Isaac tell
about his parents’ immigration to Israel from Turkey 70 years ago and from his son, a newly commissioned officer, who could
not describe his super-secret work in the Israel Defense Forces. We also had dinner with Sarit, my Israeli “pen pal,” at a kosher
meat restaurant in a luxurious Tel Aviv hotel. Sarit is a “reformed lawyer,” now working as an English teacher. Even though her
English is excellent, she signed up for a program called Israel Connect, so she could have weekly video chats with a native
English speaker (me) and improve her English fluency.
Sarit captivated us with her own grandparents’ experience coming to Israel as Holocaust survivors, including time at
displaced persons camps in Cyprus. Both dinners were memorable experiences for all of us as Isaac and Sarit brought Israel
and her history to life for us.
As I wrote in a previous bulletin article, there is tremendous value in maintaining an attachment to the people and place of
Israel, home to half of the world’s Jewish population. As a Temple community, therefore, Israel is an appropriate subject for
events, speakers and congregational trips, like the one we went on.
It is harder to do this as individuals. Consider signing up for Israel Connect. Most of the Israelis are not well-educated teachers,
like Sarit, but high school students trying to improve their English, so they can do well in their college entrance exams (about
25 percent of which covers English proficiency). Participation is free (although donations are welcome). Software, training and
curriculum are provided, and no Hebrew knowledge or teaching experience is needed. You will not only have the satisfaction
of helping a student improve his or her English skills, you will also form a meaningful, personal relationship. For more
information, visit www.israelconnect.today, or contact me.

HFCSFX6OJPO$PMMFHFprofFTTPS XJMMTQFBL at Temple
Join Rabbi Dr. Andrea Weiss on Saturday, Dec. 15 for Torah study as she teaches in
honor of Rabbi Berry and Rabbi Abrasley’s appointment as co-Senior Rabbis of Temple
Shalom. Rabbi Dr. Weiss currently serves as Provost of the Hebrew Union CollegeJewish Institute of Religion and is the first woman to serve the Reform movement in
this capacity. Prior to her appointment as Provost, Rabbi Dr. Weiss served on the faculty
of HUC-JIR’s rabbinical school as an Associate Professor of Bible and was co-editor of
The Torah: A Women’s Commentary.

Save the Date

November 16th
+PJOVTGPSUIFJOTUBMMBUJPOXFFLFOEPG

Rabbi Laura Abrasley and
Rabbi Allison Berry
Friday, November 16 • 6:30 p.m.
4IBCCBU4FWJDFTBOE*OTUBMMBUJPOXJUISFNBSLTGSPN
3BCCJ&MBJOF;FDIFS 4FOJPS3BCCJ 5FNQMF*TSBFMPG#PTUPO
(FOFSPVTTXFFUBOETBWPSZPOFHUPGPMMPX

Saturday Morning, November 17
BN4IBCCBU.PSOJOH.JOZBO4FSWJDFr$IBQFM
BN4UVEZ4FTTJPOTJO)POPSPGPVS3BCCJTBOE#SVODIr3PPN
/PDIBSHF SFTFSWBUJPOTSFRVJSFE

Guest Scholars

Rabbi Dan Judson, PhD, Dean Rabbinical School of Hebrew CollegeRabbi
Sharon Cohen Anisfeld, President, Hebrew College
Judith Rosenbaum, PhD, Executive Director, Jewish Women’s Archive

Saturday, November 17 •  p.m.
)PSEhPeVvSFTBOEEJOOFSTFSWFEWJBTUBUJPOTXJUIQMFOUJGVMPQFOTFBUJOH
"MMEJFUBSZBOENPCJMJUZOFFETXJMMCFIPOPSFE
$PDLUBJMBUUJSF *OWJUBUJPOUPGPMMPX

How can I celebrate our Rabbis on Saturday night?
Come to the Gala! Event tickets can be purchased for $75/person on our website at www.templeshalom.org/gala or by contacting the Temple
o"ce. # e gala will include delicious food stations and casual open seating, a brief but entertaining program celebrating our rabbis and
dancing to follow.
Become an Event Sponsor • Gala sponsors will make it possible for our celebration to fully re%ect our vibrant community and bright future.
As a Gala sponsor you will be prominently highlighted as a supporter of the event in both pre-event marketing and with signage that evening.
Sponsors will receive additional tickets, full-screen tributes and full screen tributes in our digital tribute slideshow. More information about
being a gala sponsor can be found on the enclosed card.
Celebrate our Rabbis by Submitting a Tribute • #e Gala e vening will include a projected slideshow of tributes honoring the installation of
Rabbis Abrasley and Berry. We encourage any individual or family to submit a tribute to the slide show either online at www.templeshalom.
org/gala or by contacting the Temple o"ce . Event sponsorship includes a full screen slide with multiple appearances in each rotation.
Appearances will increase with each successive sponsorship level.
Make a Contribution to our Capital Campaign • Proceeds from the Gala will support our ongoing Capital Campaign which will enable us to
complete much needed repairs and updates to our Sanctuary and Social Hall and to add funds to our endowment. We are nearly 75% of the
way to reaching our fundraising goal and hope to break ground in June 2019.

Installation Weekend Sponsorship Opportunities
Sponsor Level

Amount
 

That’s Just Meshugeneh!

Our Meshugeneh sponsors will be named as premier event sponsors in advance of the gala as well as prominent dedicated signage at the
registration table. Meshugeneh sponsors will receive mentions in print and online event marketing. Level includes 10 event tickets, reserved
front row table, full-screen tribute in the digital slideshow with highest rotation frequency.

 

Be a Macher!

Macher sponsors will support essential elements of the event such as music and decorations and make it a night to remember. Macher sponsors
will be acknowledged in pre-event marketing and listed on dedicated placards near the entertainment area. Level includes 8 event tickets, an
reserved and a full-screen tribute in the slideshow appearing frequently in the rotation.

So Much Nachas!

 

 

Nachas sponsors will help to subsidize the passed hors d’oeuvres and signature drink in honor of the rabbis. Nachas sponsors will be
acknowledged on creative signage near each bar and appetizer station. Level includes 6 event tickets, access to designated Nachas sponsor
tables during the program and a full-screen tribute in the slideshow.

Now I’m V’klempt

 

V’klempt sponsors will be acknowledged in group level signage at the event. Level includes 4 tickets, access to designated V’kleNpt
sponsor tables during the program and a full-screen tribute in the slideshow.

We’re K’velling 
K’velling sponsors will be acknowledged on group signage at the event. Package includes 2 tickets and a full-screen tribute.



Digital Tribute Slideshow

At the event we will celebrate our rabbis and Temple Shalom with a digital tribute slideshow presented throughout the night
and on our website and social media. Tribute prices are listed below and will appear once per rotation. Full-screen tributes
included in sponsorship packages will appear multiple times in the rotation increasing in number based on the sponsor level.
Half Screen Tribute 
Quarter Scr een Tribute
Two-Line Shout Out 
Name Only 

RSVP at www.templeshalom.org/gala or contact the Temple Shalom office 617-332-9550.

Shabbat Happenings
KABBALAT SHABBAT

SHABBAT MORNING

Shabbat Halleilu Services
Fridays, Oct. 5, Nov 2, 6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Mind: Mindfulness and Meditation
Saturday, Nov. 3, 9 a.m.

Shabbat Halleilu, a spirited service in song, is held the first
Friday of every month. Temple Shalom’s Shabbat Halleilu
Band accompanies the worship. This service is appropriate
for all ages. Children are welcome and invited to lead
Hamotzi, the blessing over the challot (two challahs) at the
conclusion of the service. The service is preceded by our
Shalom Nosh at 6 p.m. and followed by an Oneg Shabbat at
7:30 p.m. “Shabbat Club” babysitting is provided and free of
charge.

Join us monthly for an hour of Shabbat-inspired stillness
and reflection led by members of our own community.
Included will be guided imagery, meditation, discussion
and sharing. Appropriate for experienced meditators and
those new to meditation as well. No registration required.
Shabbat Mind is held monthly, November through June on
the first Shabbat of the month. Check the Temple Shalom
calendar to confirm dates.

FwYC Tot Shabbat Halleilu
Fridays, Oct. 5, Nov 2 5:30 p.m.
Our Friday night family experience begins with a short
Tot Shabbat service, followed by a family dinner for 0-5
(siblings invited). The larger congregation’s Shabbat
Halleilu service begins at 6:30 p.m. with free babysitting
available for ages two and up. Come to any/all portions of
the evening that fit your family!

Minyan and Torah Study
Saturdays, 8:45 a.m.
A lively lay-led minyan service is held every Saturday
morning in the Rothman Chapel. The service is followed by
a light breakfast and Torah study.

B’nai Mitzvah
A Saturday morning Shabbat service will be held at 10:30
a.m. in the Sanctuary, with a Torah service when there is a
Bar/Bat Mitzvah.

Shir Shalom Choir sings
Friday, Oct. 19, 6:30 p.m.
Please join us as our Shir Shalom Choir sings at our Shabbat
service. The choir is led by Music Director David Carrier and
Cantor Halpern.

Homebound? Dial in to Shabbat Services!
For our members who are unable to be present at Shabbat services held in the Sanctuary, Temple Shalom offers the option
of listening to Shabbat services via telephone. While you are unable to be physically present, you may connect with your
community by hearing and experiencing any Shabbat service taking place in the Sanctuary.
To take advantage of this option, call (800) 846-4808 at the time of the service. When prompted, enter 99955000 on your
phone. You will be connected to the line transmitting the Temple Shalom service. After you call the first time, your number
will be recognized, and you will no longer need to enter the code. The Temple pays all phone charges for this service.
We hope you can be here in person, but when you can’t, we hope you can “be here” by phone!

Getting to Know You with Loretta Zack
ΖWȇVDQRWKHUVHDVRQDQGRQFHDJDLQΖȴQGP\VHOIH[FLWHGDERXWWHOOLQJ\RXPRUHVWRULHV:HDUHDOOSDUWRIOLIHȇVULFK
WDSHVWU\DQGLI\RXZRXOGOLNH\RXUVWRU\WREHWROGΖZHOFRPHWKHRSSRUWXQLW\WRVSHQGWLPHZLWK\RXDQGVKDUH\RXU
VWRU\3OHDVHHPDLOPHDWO]DFN#WHPSOHVKDORPRUJ
A follow up note from my story in June about Michelle Alkon and her family. The day I interviewed her, she confided in me that
during a routine health check, her husband, Mark, was diagnosed with a break in his mitral valve. They had shared this with very
few people, and they were obviously scared and shocked. They, luckily, found a brilliant heart surgeon who could repair the valve
rather than remove it. I am pleased to tell you that Mark’s surgery was successful, and although it has taken time, he is doing well
and has returned to work.

Let me introduce you to David Harris,
who joined our Temple Shalom family
in July 2002. He was born in New
York and moved to Brookline, living
at 729 Washington St., which was the
summer home of Eben Dyer Jordan
who partnered with Benjamin Marsh of
Jordan Marsh Department Store fame.
“The town of Brookline took over the
house, which became the playground for
the Driscoll School, and we had to move
out,” David says. The family moved to
Auburndale into a house, which has the
Charles River flowing at the back, and
they have been there ever since.
For those of us who have known David
for many years, his life has not been
without love, loss, struggles and work.
David is a physician and genetic clinician
at Children’s Hospital. David went to
Oberlin College and majored in biology
(despite his love of music). “I did take
part in the summer with appearances in
the Gilbert and Sullivan performances,”
he says proudly.
He then went on to medical school
in Rochester and joined the Bronx
Memorial Hospital as a pediatric intern.
He worked for public health services
during the Vietnam War and became an
epidemiology services officer stationed
in Kansas City. While finishing his
residency and doing a genetic fellowship
at Stanford, he met his wife, Cheryl. They
moved to the Kansas City area and lived
there over 20 years before moving here.
Widowed in 2011 and having watched
his amazing wife suffer from cancer, he
was left with four children - Rebecca,
Miriam, Alissa and Joshua. To lose any
wife and mother is tragic enough, but
Cheryl was larger than life here at Temple

Shalom and was very
much part of all of
our lives. This also left
David with a decision
of caring for his
daughter, Miriam, who
at 11 was diagnosed
with a brain tumor.
With great emotion,
he says, “She had
surgery, radiotherapy
and chemotherapy,
which over the years
has caused her to lose her memory and
physical ability.”
After many years of Miriam being at
home, she went into a nursing home for
a year, and then she moved into a small
group home in the area. David regularly
brings her to services on Friday nights.
Watching Miriam reminds me so much
of her parents - she knows every word,
every blessing and enjoys Shabbat here.
Rebecca lives in Cambridge and is a
scientific writer for medical software.
Alissa lives in Los Angeles and is a
freelance set decorator (commercials).
Joshua married Jaimie, and they live
in Seattle where Joshua works for a
company making high-end sound
reproductive kits through vacuum
technology, and Jaimie is an archivist
for the Gates Foundation. Every Sunday,
the whole family gets on a group phone
call. How wonderful that this family has
forged such a bond.
Interestingly and not known to all, David
is a pianist and has a harpsichord in
his home, which I have heard him play
beautifully. He is also a violinist and is a

member of our Shir Shalom Choir. He is
very involved with our Minyan and often
leads the singing. David has always been
involved with music from his time in
Kansas City where he directed music for
the High Holy Days at Congregation Beth
Torah.
I could have talked to him for hours, but
he ended on something that made me
realize that at any stage, of our lives,
we can introduce new and interesting
hobbies. “I read that you should try new
things, so I started watercolor painting
and then attended the Chamber Music
Workshop at Brandeis” , he says. And
David still manages to work two days a
week.

Monday

3:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew

11 a.m. Bouncing Babies
3:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew
4:30 p.m. MINCHA
6:30 p.m. MA'ARIV
7 p.m. Speaker Panel on
Transgender Rights

30

29

8 a.m. 6th Grade Retreat
9:30 a.m. SHACHARIT
10:15 a.m. Parenting
Through a Jewish Lens
12 p.m. Taste of Camp
12:30 p.m. The Seductive
Haftarah

23

11 a.m. Bouncing Babies
1:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew
4:30 p.m. MINCHA
6:30 p.m. MA'ARIV

3:30 p.m. B'nai Mitzvah
Tutoring
7 p.m. Shir Shalom
Rehearsal

31

11 a.m. FwYC Stroller Walk
3:30 p.m. B'nai Mitzvah
Tutoring
3:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew
7 p.m. Shir Shalom
Rehearsal

24

3:30 p.m. B’nai Mitzvah
Tutoring
3:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew
7 p.m. Shir Shalom
Rehearsal
7:30 p.m. Board of Trustees
Meeting

17

11 a.m. FwYC Stroller Walk
3:30 p.m. B'nai Mitzvah
Tutoring
3:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew
7:30 p.m. Music Committee
Meeting

16

10

9

28

22

21

Wednesday

3:30 p.m. B'nai Mitzvah
Tutoring
3:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew
7:30 p.m. Executive
Committee Meeting

3

October 2018

11 a.m. Bouncing Babies
1:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew
4:30 p.m. MINCHA
6:30 p.m. MA'ARIV

11 a.m. Bouncing Babies
1:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew
4:30 MINCHA
6:30 p.m. MA'ARIV
7:30 p.m. MINCHA Parent
Advisory Group

3:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew
7 p.m. Garden Club
7 p.m. Spirituality
Discussion Group

9:30 a.m. SHACHARIT
10:15 a.m. Parenting
Through a Jewish Lens
10:15 a.m. SHACHARIT
Community Conversations
12 p.m. Taste of Camp

Tuesday

11 a.m. Bouncing Babies
1:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew
4:30 p.m. MINCHA
6:30 p.m. MA'ARIV

2

9:30 a.m. SHACHARIT
3:30 p.m. Small Group
10 a.m. Kindergarten Cafe Hebrew
10 a.m. Little Explorers
10:15 a.m. Inclusion Parent
Support Group
12 p.m. Taste of Camp

15

14

Columbus Day

8

Simchat Torah – Temple
Office and Nursery School
Closed

1

7

Sunday

Temple Shalom
Thursday

1 p.m. Mah Jongg
3:30 p.m. B’nai Mitzvah
Tutoring
3:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew
7 p.m. Israel 101+:
Exploring the History of
Zionism and the Modern
State of Israel

25

11 a.m. FwYC Stroller Walk
1 p.m. Mah Jongg
3:30 p.m. B'nai Mitzvah
Tutoring
3:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew
7 p.m. Israel 101+:
Exploring the History of
Zionism and the Modern
State of Israel
7 p.m. Teen & Parent
Advisory Group

18

1 p.m. Mah Jongg
3:30 p.m. B'nai Mitzvah
Tutoring
3:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew
7 p.m. Israel 101+:
Exploring the History of
Zionism and the Modern
State of Israel

11

1 p.m. Mah Jongg
3:30 p.m. B'nai Mitzvah
Tutoring
3:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew
7 p.m. Sisterhood Cooking
Night

4

Friday
6

Saturday

3 p.m. 6th Grade Retreat
6 p.m. Shalom Nosh
6:30 p.m. Shabbat Services

26

6 p.m. Shalom Nosh
6:30 p.m. Shabbat Services

19

6 p.m. Shalom Nosh
6:30 p.m. Shabbat Services

12

8 a.m. 6th Grade Retreat
8:45 a.m. Minyan and
Torah Study

27

8:45 a.m. Minyan and
Torah Study
10:30 a.m. Bar Mitzvah of
Jacob Demeo

20

8:45 a.m. Minyan and
Torah Study
10 a.m. Musical Matzah
Balls
10:30 a.m. Bar Mitzvah of
Simon Ball
6:30 p.m. Israeli Kitchen
Encounters

13

5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat
8:45 a.m. Minyan and
Halleilu
Torah Study
5:45 p.m. FwYC Dinner
10:30 a.m. Bar Mitzvah
6 p.m. Shalom Nosh
of Julian Jensen
6:30 p.m. Shabbat Services

5
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27
1:30p.m. Small Group
Hebrew
4:30 p.m. MINCHA
6:30 p.m. MA’ARIV
7 p.m. Intro to Judaism
7:30 p.m. Jewish
Mysticism of the Early
Hasidic Masters

7 p.m. Spirituality
Discussion Group

12

Veterans Day – Temple
Office and Nursery School
Closed

19

3:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew
7 p.m. Garden Club

26

3:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew

11

Veterans Day – Temple
Office and Nursery School
Closed

18

9:30 a.m. SHACHARIT
10 a.m. Little Explorers
10:15 a.m. Parenting
Through a Jewish Lens
12 p.m. Taste of Camp
12:30 p.m. The Seductive
Haftarah

25

4:30 p.m. MINCHA
6:30 p.m. MA’ARIV
7 p.m. Intro to Judaism
7:30 p.m. Jewish
Mysticism of the Early
Hasidic Masters

20

11 a.m. Bouncing Babies
1:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew
4:30 p.m. MINCHA
6:30 p.m. MA’ARIV
7 p.m. Intro to Judaism
7:30 p.m. Jewish
Mysticism of the Early
Hasidic Masters

13

11 a.m. Bouncing Babies
1:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew
4:30 p.m. MINCHA
6:30 p.m. MA'ARIV

3:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew

6

5

Tuesday

9:30 a.m. SHACHARIT
10:15 a.m. Parenting
Through a Jewish Lens
12 p.m. Taste of Camp
12:30 p.m. The Seductive
Haftarah
4 p.m. FwYC Parent’s
Night Out with Babysitting

Monday

4

Sunday

Temple Shalom

3:30 p.m. B’nai Mitzvah
Tutoring
3:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew
7 p.m. Shir Shalom
Rehearsal
7:30 p.m. Board of
Trustees Meeting

28

11 a.m. Stroller Walk
3:30 p.m. B’nai Mitzvah
Tutoring
7 p.m. Shir Shalom
Rehearsal

21

12 p.m. Lunch & Learn
3:30 p.m. B’nai Mitzvah
Tutoring
3:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew

14

11 a.m. Stroller Walk
12 p.m. Downtown Study
3:30 p.m. B’nai Mitzvah
Tutoring
3:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew
7:30 p.m. Executive
Committee Meeting

7

Wednesday

Thursday

1 p.m. Mah Jongg
3:30 p.m. B’nai Mitzvah
Tutoring
3:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew

29

Thanksgiving Day – Temple
Office and Nursery School
Closed

22

1 p.m. Mah Jongg
3:30 p.m. B’nai Mitzvah
Tutoring
3:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew
7:30 p.m. Parents Night
Out @ the Brewers
Coalition

15

1 p.m. Mah Jongg
3:30 p.m. B’nai Mitzvah
Tutoring
3:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew

8

1 p.m. Mah Jongg
3:30 p.m. B’nai Mitzvah
Tutoring
3:30 p.m. Small Group
Hebrew
7 p.m. Israel 101+:
Exploring the History of
Zionism and the Modern
State of Israel

1

November 2018
Friday

Saturday

24

8:45 a.m. Minyan and
Torah Study
10:30 a.m. Bar Mitzvah of
Nathaniel Scharf
6 p.m. Installation Gala

17

8:45 a.m. Minyan and
Torah Study
10 a.m. Musical Matzah
Balls
10:30 a.m. Bar Mitzvah of
David Grusby

10

8:45 a.m. Minyan and
Torah Study
9 a.m. Shabbat Mind
10:30 a.m. B’nai Mitzvah of
Liam and Jake Goldman

3

6 p.m. Shalom Nosh
6:30 p.m. Shabbat
Services

30

Thanksgiving Friday –
8:45 a.m. Minyan and
Temple Office and Nursery Torah Study
School Closed
10:30 a.m. Bar Mitzvah of
Logan Long
6 p.m. Shalom Nosh
6:30 p.m. Shabbat
Services

23

6 p.m. Shalom Nosh
6:30 p.m. Shabbat
Services
6:30 p.m. Installation of
Rabbi Abrasley and Rabbi
Berry

16

6 p.m. Shalom Nosh
6:30 p.m. Shabbat
Services

9

5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat
Halleilu
5:45 p.m. SHACHARIT
Shabbat Dinner and
Service
5:45 p.m. FwYC Dinner
6 p.m. Shalom Nosh
6:30 p.m. Shabbat
Services

2

27

Adult Learning 2018 - 2019
ISRAEL 101+: EXPLORING THE HISTORY OF ZIONISM AND
THE MODERN STATE OF ISRAEL
With Drs. Jonathan Golden and Jonah Hassenfeld
Thursdays, Oct. 11, 18, 25 and Nov. 1, 7-9 p.m., $36
Israel is a remarkable country with a long history and unique relationship to Judaism.
This four-session course will introduce beginners as well as those more well versed in the
complexities of Zionism to the role of the land and its people. Sessions will cover pivotal
moments in history, a little bit of politics, media literacy, current events, Arab/Israeli/U.S.
relations and more. The course will be primarily team-taught by two of Gann Academy’s
most popular faculty members, The last session will be team-taught by Rabbis Berry and
Abrasley.
Dr. Jonathan Golden is the Israel Curriculum Coordinator and an American history teacher
at Gann Academy, a pluralistic Jewish high school in Waltham where he has taught since
1999. Dr. Jonah Hassenfeld is the Assistant Director of Teaching and Learning at Gann
Academy. He teaches world history and the history of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.

THE SEDUCTIVE HAFTORAH
With Cantor Peter Halpern
Sundays, Oct. 28, Nov. 4, 18, 12:30–2 p.m., $36
During last season’s Cantillation course, we touched on Haftarah trope, possibly the most
beautiful of all. As promised, we will focus entirely on mastering this magnificent trope
system and prepare to chant at a Saturday morning minyan service. If you missed my
course last season, fret not! We will begin with a thorough review. Please join me!

21 LESSONS FOR THE 21ST CENTURY
With Rabbis Abrasley and Berry
Downtown Study: Nov. 7, Dec. 5, Jan. 2, March 6, May 1, noon, $75
Lunch and Learn: Nov. 14, Dec 12, Jan. 9, March 13, May 8, noon, free
“In a world deluged by irrelevant information, clarity is power.” –Yuval Noah Harari
Join Rabbis Abrasley and Berry in the reading and analysis of the latest book by one of
the most innovative thinkers on the planet. Harari’s 21 Lessons for the 21st Century is a
probing and visionary investigation into some of today’s most urgent issues: democracy,
God, immigrant, terrorism, climate change, fake news and so much more. Harari is a
historian and best-selling author who currently lectures at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, specializing in world history. His work is thought-provoking and engaging. This
course will read selections of Harari’s book in order to discuss his ideas and their impact
on our Jewish lives and community.

JEWISH MYSTICISM OF THE EARLY HASIDIC MASTERS
With Mary Jane Suzman | Tuesdays, Nov. 13, 20, 27, Dec. 4, 11, 7:30-9 p.m. $18
Jewish mysticism had its roots in Medieval Kabbalah, but then spread like wildfire through Eastern European Jewish
communities during the 18th and 19th centuries. This discussion course will begin with some background in Kabbalah. Then,
we’ll study texts from the Baal Shem Tov, the founder of Hasidism, and other early Hasidic masters. Throughout, we’ll be seeking
to discover what meaning these teachings may have for us today. The course will be taught at Mary Jane’s home in Newton.

INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM
With Rabbis Abrasley and Berry | Tuesdays, beginning Nov. 13, 7-9 p.m., 18 sessions. $275/individual or $375/
couple. For scholarship information, contact Reform Jewish Outreach Boston at rjob@urj.org.
Explore a modern take on Jewish life. Engage with Jewish values, celebrations, spirituality and community. Ask questions,
discover multiple perspectives and find what could be meaningful to you in liberal Judaism. Everyone is welcome. This 40-hour
class is perfect for interfaith couples, those raising Jewish children, spiritual seekers, individuals considering conversion and
Jews who want a meaningful adult Jewish learning experience. The course is offered through Reform Jewish Outreach Boston.

OPEN YOUR EYES ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE
With Amy Kurzweil | Friday, Dec. 14, 7:30 p.m., $20/pp
Join Temple Shalom for a community Shabbat dinner with visual storyteller Amy Kurzweil,
author of the recent graphic memoir Flying Couch. Amy will share stories found in her book
as well as the process of writing, drawing and living out this story. We are proud to welcome
Amy back to Temple Shalom (she grew up in our community).

BENEATH A DESERT SKY: GENESIS AS MYTHOLOGY
With Josh Conescu | Thursdays, Jan. 17, 24, 31, Feb. 7, 7:30-9 p.m. $18
Angels. A world created, twice. A sly, talking snake.
Mysterious unnamed men. A boat big enough to save the world. A tribal chief with four
wives. Murderous brothers. Conniving parents. A world with no sun. Fountains spouting out
of the earth. A mud man. Dreamers and dream readers. It’s the Book of Creation - Genesis.
Let’s look at Genesis through the lens of mythology, trying to unwrap what the stories might
be telling us if they were a standalone text - stories told under a desert sky. Josh is a Jewish
educator and teacher at Temple Shalom.

AGREEING TO DISAGREE THE JEWISH WAY: AN
INTRODUCTION TO DISAGREEING WITH CIVILITY AND
RESPECT
With Rabbis Abrasley and Berry | Tuesdays, April 9, 23, 30, May 7, 14, 21. Time TBD , $54
Today’s public discourse over heated ideological and political issues often seems impossible. Have we lost our way to really
understand and engage in meaningful and constructive disagreement? Jewish tradition offers an excellent antidote for those
who desire a different way to disagree more constructively. In this two-part lecture and lab course, Rabbis Berry and Abrasley
will present the “how-to method” found at the core of all traditional Jewish study when study partners find themselves
confronted with contradictory interpretations of Jewish texts. After getting comfortable with the method, participants will then
experiment using this method while exploring the complicated issue of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict explored in Yossi Klein
Halevi’s most recent book, Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor.

Families with Young Children (FwYC)
I hope you are settling into your fall schedules! We would love to see you at our
fall events and programs- please check them out and feel free to email (byudkoff@
templeshalom.org) with any questions! Members and non-members welcome.
%HFFD<XGNRII)DPLOLHVZLWK<RXQJ&KLOGUHQDQG6XPPHU&DPS3URJUDP'LUHFWRU

Tot Shabbat Halleilu | Fridays, Oct. 5, and Nov. 2, 5:30 -7:30 p.m.

Our Friday night family experience begins with a short Tot service, followed by a
family dinner ages 0-5. The larger congregation’s Shabbat Halleilu service begins
at 6:30 p.m. with free babysitting available for ages 2 and up. Come to any/all
portions of the evening that fit your family! Siblings welcome.

Little Explorers (1.6-5) | Sundays, Oct. 21 and Nov. 18, 10-11 a.m.

This program is designed for families to learn, laugh and explore hands-on topics
together. Children ages 1.6-5 years are invited to come explore our monthly themes! Everyone welcome!

Stroller Walk | Wednesdays, Oct. 10, Oct. 24 and Nov. 7, 11-12 a.m.

We will meet in the lobby at Temple Shalom and head out for a walk together. If it’s raining, we will set up toys inside to play!

Musical Matzah Balls | Saturdays, Oct. 13 and Nov. 10, 10-11 a.m.

Join Jackie Nudelman as she leads us in a musical Saturday morning! Dance, sing and explore musical instruments with us.

SHACHARIT
It is wonderful to have our youngest members back in the building after a long
quiet summer! We are excited to get into the full swing of our K-5 SHACHARIT
program. Our Sunday mornings all begin with a spirited, community building
T’filah with our Rabbis, Cantor and Song Leaders.
This year, our kindergarten kids will be studying the traditions and stories of our
Jewish holidays. First graders will be looking at Jewish values with a focus on
kindness (chesed) along with values connected to holidays. Second graders will
be learning the aleph bet and studying Torah stories with an emphasis on our
Matriarchs, Patriarchs, Joseph and Moses. Our K-2 kids will continue to learn songs
with Cantor Halpern and practice their Shabbat prayers with a special oneg (snack)
of challah and grape juice.
Our Grade 3-5 students have a slightly different structure to their day. After family
T’filah, our third graders will be spending time considering Jewish identity through
connecting who we are to who our family is, where they come from and how
being Jewish plays a part in their lives. Fourth graders will be exploring Judaism through the lens of text and Jewish values.
They learn about big T, which is Torah text, and little t, which is Jewish texts that aren’t in the Torah, but still very
important in how we practice our Judaism. They also consider God and what it means to believe or not believe in God. Our fifth

SHACHARIT CONTINUED >>
graders will be working through a timeline of Jewish history where they will be learning about key events that have influenced
how we are Jewish today.
The other component to our Sunday mornings is our electives. This years’ electives will delve into Jewish identity through the
lens of Krav Maga, yoga, camp-style arts and crafts, song writing and music video making, ceramics and STEM activities.
During the week, our students in grades 3-6 come together in small groups to learn Hebrew. This is a wonderful time for our
students to build relationships with each other and their teachers, and learn the liturgy of our synagogue and the Reform
Movement as a whole!
/L]6KLUR6+$&+$5Ζ7'LUHFWRURI(GXFDWLRQ

Parenting Through a Jewish Lens | Sundays, Oct. 14, 28, Nov. 4, 18, Dec. 2, 16, 10:15-11:45 a.m.

This class is for parents of kids ages 0-10. Parents come together to discuss the joys and challenges of parenting and how
Judaism can help your celebrate the wonderful moments and get through the not so wonderful moments! Register at https://
register.hebrewcollege.edu/parenting-through-a-jewish-lens/.

SHACHARIT Shabbat Dinner | Friday, Nov. 2, 5:45 p.m. dinner, 6:30 p.m. service

SHACHARIT families are invited to celebrate Shabbat dinner together, join services where students participate and further
celebrate after services with a special ice-cream sundae bar!

Youth Programs
We are settling into the new year and our exciting line-up of youth programming
is underway! MINCHA, MA’ARIV and Taste of Camp are off to a great start, and JR
SHAFTY and SHAFTY are having a ton of fun! Take a minute to check out some
special events in October and November.
0DUULDK9HQJUR'LUHFWRURI<RXWK(QJDJHPHQW

SHAFTY Lounge Nights | Oct. 11 and Nov. 8, 6-8 p.m.

SHAFTY is Temple Shalom’s youth group open to 8th-12th graders. SHAFTY lounge
nights provide a space for teens to hang out, relax, do homework, play games and
enjoy each other’s company in a laid-back environment. Feel free to bring a snack
to share and come and go as needed!

Defend Transgender Equality in Massachusetts –Teen Phone Bank for Yes on Question 3 |
Thursday, Nov 1, Meet at Temple Shalom at 5 p m. to join the carpool!

Calling all 8th-12th graders. Join other Temple Shalom teens as we take a trip to Temple Shir Tikvah to phone bank for Yes
on Question 3. A Yes vote on question 3 will uphold non-discrimination practices for transgender people in public spaces
throughout Massachusetts. Meet and have dinner with other Jewish teens from the Greater Boston area, learn about
transgender rights and the phone banking process, and make calls to actual voters! Are you in? Email Marriah Vengroff at
mvengroff@templehalom by Oct. 21.

Education and Youth Engagement
Since I started my position in July, I’ve been asking a lot of questions. I was eager
to get to know Temple Shalom better. As a Jewish educator south of Boston, I
was certainly familiar with Temple Shalom’s reputation in the community. I knew
about the innovative model of choice-based learning with chugim (electives)
and small group Hebrew, and I knew that there was more to learn than what was
on the surface.
I spent the first month of my time here, scouring our website, talking with
members of the staff and listening to parents who were generous enough to
make time to meet with me over the summer months. Now, after being part
of the Temple Shalom Education Team for almost three months, I do feel more
knowledgeable on what makes this congregation unique, but I know there is
much more to learn. I haven’t stopped asking questions. If you ask members of
the education team they’ll tell you that one of my favorite questions to ask is,
“what is the goal?” followed up with “why?”
Simon Sinuk, a motivational speaker and organizational consultant known for his idea of “the golden circle” and his book, Start
With Why, contends that understanding and articulating our “why” or our purpose can help us make choices that align with
our values. I greatly admire Sinuk’s work and am looking forward to working with the Temple Shalom community to find our
collective “why” as it relates to education and engagement for children in grades K-12.
As part of this sacred community, I warmly invite you to explore your “why” for Jewish education and engagement with other
members. The beginning of this quest will take place this fall with some community conversations.
SHACHARIT (parents of K-5 grade students):
Sunday, Sept. 30, 10:15 a.m. OR Sunday, Oct. 14, 10:15 a.m.
MINCHA (parents of 6th and 7th grade students)
Tuesday, Oct. 23, 7:30 p.m.
MA’ARIV & Overall Teens Engagement
Thursday, Oct. 18, 7 p.m. (post b’nei mitzvah teens and parents of this cohort)
Judaism is a tradition that values asking questions and wrestling with ideas. I hope that you’ll be able to take this journey
with us. If these dates don’t work for you, but you’d like to be part of the process, please reach out via email: kbodemer@
templeshalom.org.
Looking forward to a year of growing, learning and stretching together!
.LP%RGHPHU6HQLRU'LUHFWRURI(GXFDWLRQDQG<RXWK(QJDJHPHQW

Nursery School
Children learn best when they feel confident, independent and able.
There are many ways to help children develop this powerful sense of ability
and control. A comfortable physical environment can play a big role in how a
child feels at school.
Environment can be chaotic, unpredictable, confusing…or organized, simple,
warm and encouraging.
Creating a supportive environment was the goal of Temple Shalom Nursery
School educators during this summer. After much work of cleaning,
organizing, painting and refacing, we are excited that the children and
families are enjoying bright and cozy spaces which enable children to feel
sense of belonging and curiosity. Their environment helps them to learn and
grow.
For more information about our Nursery School, please be in touch, as we are
happy to show you our wonderful school!
Lucy Banerji, Director of Temple Shalom Nursery School

Get Involved
Sisterhood welcomes you

Looking to form deeper connections at Temple Shalom and make a difference in the lives of others? We invite you to
join the Temple Shalom Sisterhood. We are a group of women of all ages who come together for friendship, mitzvot,
socializing and learning, and we’d love to have you join us. Many exciting new and favorite programs are planned for
the 2018-2019 year, including a painting night, Merlot & Midrash with the Rabbis, progressive dinner, more on our
mental health social action initiative and the annual member dinner. Please pay your Sisterhood dues online. For more
info, contact Jessica Davis (jldavis18@yahoo.com) or Eileen Gundersheimer (foleyeileen@hotmail.com).

Sisterhood Cooks Night Out
Thursday, Oct. 4, 6:30 p.m.

Kick off the Jewish New Year with Sisterhood. At this cooking demo, learn new recipes and tips from an expert chef.
Catch up with friends - old and new - as we enjoy a glass of wine and sample the results together. Space is limited so
save the date, and don’t hesitate to sign up when registration opens. Bring a donation for the Newton Food Pantry, and
we’ll deliver it for you.

Sisterhood Fall Fling
Thursday, Nov. 8, 6:30 p.m.
Ready for a girls’ night out? The Sisterhood’s signature Fall Fling is your destination
to meet up with Temple friends for wine, dinner and unique shopping for fashion, home
decor and gifts. Open to all, although Sisterhood membership is encouraged. Don’t miss
out; use the link on the Sisterhood website when registration opens.

Book Club discusses How Democracies Die
Monday, Oct. 15, 7:30 p.m., home of Jerry Glass, 85 Beecher Place,
Newton
The Book Club launches its 2018-2019 literary journey with How Democracies Die, by Steven
Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt. While not a specifically Jewish-themed book, the book’s message is
of extreme importance to today’s American Jewish community given the historical experience
of other minority Jewish communities over the centuries when faced with authoritarian
regimes.

The Spirituality of Renewal
Monday, Oct. 15, 7 p.m.

Do you want to explore some of the spiritual aspects of your life? This open
and welcoming group meets monthly for meditation and guided imagery,
discussion of topics related to spirituality and personal sharing. For info/
RSVP, contact Karen Kramer: karen@spacetobreathe.net.

Bonim
In the spring of 1996, a group of congregants in partnership with Rabbi David
Widzer created a new group at Temple Shalom called “Bonim” (builders) to
offer programs specifically for members 55 and older.

$IFDLJUPVU
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The first event was “Munch ‘N Movies” on May 7, 1996 where participants
enjoyed a screening of “The Jazz Singer” and lunch for a whopping $4! The
caption on the bulletin ad read “This is the start of something big!”
And so it was. For 22 years, the leaders and participants of Bonim created
programs and built community. Founding Temple member Sybil Gladstone
recently recalled that Bonim was created as an effort to help older members
maintain a connection to Temple Shalom, a challenge we often discuss today
as well. Sybil and her husband, Dick, organized an early Bonim event that
brought together two panelists with divergent opinions about Israel and
created a space for heated, but civil discourse and discussion.
Throughout its tenure, Bonim has played an important role in our community.
Often on Sunday afternoons, Bonim programs filled our building with those
who came to hear insightful speakers or talented musicians, participate in
thoughtful discussions or spend time with friends.
Under the recent leadership of Jerry Briskin, Dick Morrison, Howie Sholkin and
the Bonim steering committee, Bonim hosted monthly programs at Temple
for older adults. The work was significant as Bonim managed all of the
planning, advertising and logistics for every program.
After many years of dedication and effort, the steering committee decided
this spring to disband Bonim in its current state and pass the reins of
community building to the next generation of leaders.
Temple Shalom is deeply grateful to the leaders and members of Bonim. Their
legacy of excellence in programming and welcoming to all will continue to
inform the engagement opportunities we offer for our adult community.
Below, please find a message from the most recent Bonim leadership to the
congregation. We accept their decision with respectful acknowledgment of a
job well done and a community made stronger for their efforts.

After more than 20 years of presenting distinguished speakers, musical events, etc., Bonim, as a Temple
Committee, will no longer function. Demographics and life styles of the 55 and older Temple members has
changed over the years, and the Bonim Steering Committee decided that it is time for a younger, more engaged
group of Temple members to carry the torch to provide the community with the excellent programs that Bonim
has presented through the years. We sincerely thank the members of the Bonim Steering Committee (past and
present) for their hard work, interest and devotion.
Jerry Briskin, Dick Morrison, Howie Sholkin

Donations
Rabbi’s Service Fund

In Honor of
Rabbi Allison Berry officiating at the wedding of Hanna
and Jamie Marcus
By Joseph Marcus
Rabbi Allison Berry and Rabbi Laura Abrasley on
becoming co-Senior Rabbis. Mazel tov!
By the Druker-Brophy family
Rabbi Laura Abrasley for officiating at the funeral of our
mother, Goldie Libon
By Mark and Robert Libon
Rabbi Laura Abrasley for her kind and helpful assistance
with the preparation of the ketubah for our son
Alexander’s wedding
By Carol and Jim Rosen
In Memory of
Marsha Freed
By Michael Freed
Beatrice Karukin
%\(ULFD6FKZDUW]DQG+DUU\0HDGH

Cantor’s Service Fund

In Honor of
Cantor Halpern who shares so many gifts with us
By Theresa Wyszkowski

Adult Spirituality Growth Fund
In Memory of
Gertrude Glovsky
Calvin Margolis
%\(OOHQDQG%DUU\*ORYVN\

Anita Winer “Open Your Eyes” Fund
In Honor of
Susan and Michael Epstein’s anniversary
By Phyllis Scherr and Henry Lerner

The wedding of Alexander Rosen and Constance Smith
By Carol and Jim Rosen

Bonim Fund

In Memory of
Gerald Donald Walk
By Anita Walk

Building Fund

In Memory of
David Krieger
%\5RELQDQG(UQLH.ULHJHU

Caring Community Fund
In Memory of
Roberta Lander
By the Druker-Brophy family

Frieze Passport to Israel Fund
In Honor of
Joan Druker’s birthday
By the Druker-Brophy family

Frieze Social Justice Fund
In Memory of
Robert A. Stein
By Nadene Stein

*DUGHQ&OXE7HPSOH%HDXWLȴFDWLRQ)XQG
In Memory of
William Barenberg
Eli Rubenstein
Jerry Solomon
By Ilene and Neal Solomon

Mildred Cassely
%\0DUVKDDQG3HWHU%HUHQVRQ
Elvis G. Goldsmith
By the Fineman family
Rosette Snider
%\3K\OOLV6FKHUUDQG+HQU\/HUQHU

General Fund

By Barbara Cooper and Joel Karlinsky
In Memory of
Ilse Boraks
By Steven Boraks
Beatrice Burger
By the Burger/Bernhard family
Anne T. Carleton
By Donna and William Carleton
David E. Frieze
By Nancy and Andrew Frieze
Anne Gottesman
%\-DQHWDQG0DUN*RWWHVPDQ
Sylvia Hamermesh
By Lorie and Richard Hamermesh
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Donations
5REHUWD/DQGHU
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)DQQHWWH6FKZDUW]
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#Z+PTFQI.BSDVT
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*O.FNPSZPG
%REEL$EUDPV
#Z1BNFMBBOE1BVM1MBUUFO
%HWW\.DKQ
#Z1IZMMJTBOE+FSSZ#SJTLJO
+HUEHUW6FKZDUW]
#Z&SJDB4DIXBSU[BOE)BSSZ.FBEF

3UD\HU%RRN)XQG
*O.FNPSZPG
$EUDKDP&DSODQ
6\OYLD&XVKQHU
#Z$BSPM$VTIOFS

6RFLDO$FWLRQ)XQG
*O.FNPSZPG
&KDUOHV/RUDQW
#Z&OB-PSBOU

0DUMRULH5H]HQGHV
#Z+PZ&MCBVNBOE1BVM3F[FOEFT

<DKU]HLWDQG5HPHPEUDQFH
)XQG

*O.FNPSZPG
'DYLG&RRSHU
#Z.BSJPO$PPQFS1PMMPDLBOE%BWJE1PMMPDL
7KHRGRUH(LVHQEHUJ
#Z-FTMJF&JTFOCFSHBOE-BSSZ.BSJPO
0\UQD)UXLWW
#Z1BVM'SVJUU
5REHUW*DUEHU
#Z/BODZBOE,FOOFUI-FFTFS
-DPHV36KDZ
#Z*EB4IBX
5R]DOL\D=D\GHQEHUJ
#Z.JMB.BSHVM

Generation to Generation
Births
/XF\(SVWHLQ*DHWD
Daughter of Rebecca Epstein and Joe Gaeta
Granddaughter of Susan and Michael Epstein
Sister of Simon Epstein Gaeta
Brooklyn Claire Harris
Daughter of Beth and Michael Harris
Granddaughter of Gail Harris
B’nai Mitzvah
Julian Jensen
Son of Lovelynn Jensen
Simon Ball
Son of Ngoc Nguyen and David Ball
Jacob Demeo
Son of Suzanne and Daniel Demeo
/LDPDQG-DNH*ROGPDQ
Sons of Ilene Goldman
'DYLG*UXVE\
Son of Ellen Nussbaum and Alvin Grusby
Nathaniel Scharf
Son of Laura and Jeremiah Scharf
Logan Long
Son of Kym and Clifford Long
Weddings
(ULF%HUOLQDQG.DW\%HQVHQ
Son of Carol and Chuck Berlin
Alexander Rosen and Constance Smith
Son of Carol and Jim Rosen
Deaths
*ROGLH/LERQ
-RDQ.XQLW]
:LIHRI'DQLHO.XQLW]
We also remember:
Jennie Sarah Bass
Sister of Naomi Bass Grace
Robert Drazen
Father of Anne Drazen
Robert Clayton Innis
Father of Cindy Shechtman
Roberta T. Lander
Mother of Caryn Lipchin

CONTACT LIST

175 Temple Street, Newton, MA 02465 | (617) 332-9550 info@templeshalom.org
/LVWLQJDSSHDUVDOSKDEHWLFDOE\ȴUVWQDPH'LDO  DQGH[WHQVLRQ

Rabbi Laura J. Abrasley, x24

Rabbi Allison L. Berry, x15

Cantor Peter Halpern x17

Scott Birnbaum, President
birnbaum@birnbaumgodkin.
com

Al White x25
Facilities Manager

Anne Fried x28
([HF$VVLVWDQWWR5DEEL
$EUDVOH\DQG(OOLH*ROGPDQ

Becca MacKillop x18
Assistant Director of
<RXWK(QJDJPHQW

Becca Yudkoff x293URJUDP
'LUHFWRUIRU)Z<&DQG
6XPPHU&DPS

Bridget Kinahan x10
*UHHWHU5HFHSWLRQLVW

Caroline Dorn x16
Congregational Membership
(QJDJHPHQW0DQDJHU

Ellie Goldman x11
([HFXWLYH'LUHFWRU

Emily Kieval x26
Director of Inclusion

Erin Borras x20
(GXFDWLRQ3URJUDP
Coordinator

Jeff Remz x27
Director of Communications
and Marketing

Kim Bodemer x21
6U'LUIRU-HZLVK(GXFDWLRQ
DQG<RXWK(QJDJHPHQW

Liz Shiro x23
SHACHARIT Director
RI(GXFDWLRQ

Loretta Zack x13
([HF$VVLVWDQWWR5DEEL
Berry and Cantor Halpern

Lucy Banerji x55
Nursery School Director

Lucy Dube x14
Controller

Marriah Vengroff x22
Director of Youth
(QJDJHPHQW

Dan Demeo, REALTOR

617.650.2864 | Demeorealtygroup.com | www.DanDemeo.com

Voted one of the best Agents in America
Top 1% in New England

Would you like to find out how much your home is worth?

Call for a FREE market analysis!

Call LPi at 1-800-477-4574
for ad info!

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Temple Shalom, Newton, MA

04-0548

25 Washington St., Unit 4
North Easton, MA

508-238-1800
www.thetouchofdesign.com

Beautiful selection of Bat Mitzvah dresses for sale!
We do professional alterations!

Check out our reviews on Facebook, the Knot, or Google!

Contact Dave Nommensen to place an ad today!
dnommensen@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2465

Independent • Family Owned

In The Tradition Of Our Great-Great Grandfather
Jacob H. Levine (1858-1944)

617-969-0800 • 800-554-2199
www.brezniakrodman.com

Sharon Memorial Park
Heritage - Tradition - Community

Celebrating 70 Years
Chapel for Indoor funeral services
Pre-planning - Interfaith sections

781-828-7216 • www.sharonmemorial.com
Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Temple Shalom, Newton, MA

04-0548

VOTED #1 INSURANCE AGENCY
16 YEARS IN A ROW!!!
Bunny & Steven Aronson

617.965.3030

www.AronsonInsurance.com

THIS SPACE IS

Experience infinite shades of comfort at
this contemporary boutique in Newton

Relax
Restore
Rejuvenate

Natick
508-655-5000

Reserving room blocks for weddings, bar
and bat mitzvahs and social events.

617.969.5300 • 399 Grove St., Newton

www.Newtonindigo.com

www.SalmonHealth.com

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Temple Shalom, Newton, MA

04-0548

Temple Shalom
175 Temple St.
Newton, MA 02465
617-332-9550
info@templeshalom.org
www.templeshalom.org
www.tsyouth.org
Laura J. Abrasley, Senior Rabbi
Allison L. Berry, Senior Rabbi
Peter Halpern, Cantor
Eric S. Gurvis, Rabbi Emeritus
Ellie Klein Goldman, Executive Director
Kim Bodemer, Senior Director for Jewish
Education and Youth Engagement
Lucy Banerji, Nursery School Director
Scott Birnbaum, Temple President
Jeffrey B. Remz, Director of
Communications and Marketing
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