It’s Purim and Time for Our

Sham Sham Sham
Editor’s Note about The Sham

After a few years’ hiatus, we hope you enjoy our third Purim issue of the Sham. Nothing is serious on Purim . The following two pages
include pure nonsense from the Editor’s imagination and everything truly not worth knowing. If anyone takes these two pages seriously,
please let us know and we promise to laugh with you, as well as behind your back. And if we offend anyone, we can only apologize for our
gallows humor. If you would like to contribute to future Purim editions, the deadline is the first Monday after publication. As it’s said, this
month—Be Happy, it’s Adar! The real Bulletin starts on page 3.
Nadine Broude, Bulletin Editor

Temple Shalom Staff and Clergy Appear in the Story of Purim

In no order of appearance:
Rabbi Laura Abrasley, Lucy Bannerji, Rabbi Allison Berry, Scott Birnbaum, Student Rabbi Phil Bressler, David Carrier,
Caroline Dorn, Lucy Dube, Anne Fried, Ellie Goldman, Cantor Peter Halpern, Emily Kieval, Bridget Kinahan, Lori Leiderman,
Andrea Levinsky, Jeff Remz, Liz Corman Shiro, Sarah Stein, Marriah Vengroff, Al White, Becca Yudkoff, Loretta Zack.
Setting: Persia (current day Iran).
Time: When Ahashverosh was king.
This folkLAURAc tale (for we are not sure if it ever truly
HALPERNed), is found in the Book of Esther in Ketuvim
(Writings). The following is a LUCYly adapted version.

pur), a kind of lottery, to determine the day on which he
would CARRIER out his evil deed: the thirteenth of Adar.

Mordechai tore his clothes in mourning ANNEd put on
ZACKcloth and ashes upon learning of Haman’s plot to kill
the Jews. Mordechai alerted Esther to Haman's evil plot, and
Way back in history, long before medKIEVAL times, King appealed to her to save her people. Esther approached King
Ahashverosh held a seven-day banquet in the walled capital Ahashverosh and invited him and Haman to a banquet the
city of Shushan. His heart merry with wine, he ordered his next day.
queen, Vashti, to come and dance before his guests. She
refused to appear. With her act of sheer ABRASLEYness, At the banquet, Esther revealed her Jewishness to the king
King Ahashverosh, in a dumB, RIDGET and cRABBI mood, and pled on behalf of her people, SHIROly convincing him to
save the Jews and foiling Haman's plot. The king LIZtened
dethroned her.
carefully AND REAlized her truth. He granted Esther's
Ahashverosh held a beauty pageant to choose a new queen. request and condemned Haman to die on the gallows that he
Mordechai, a bachLORETTA Jew living in Shushan, built for the Jews. Haman was hanged. Thus, the fate Haman
encouraged his cousin, Esther, to enter the competition, had planned for the Jews became his own and the threat of
against her own wishes. The room was PHIL-led with the Jews’ annihilation PETERed out.
contenders taken from the King’s haREMZ. Esther won and
was crowned queen but, following the advice of her cousin, Mordechai received Haman’s estates and the position of
did not reveal her Jewish origins. (It never states that she royal vizier (a sort of LEIDERMAN position). Mordechai left
the king's presence aDORNed in a royal garment of blue and
was MARRIAHed to the King).
WHITE, a large GOLDMAN crown, and a shawl of fine linen
Mordechai often sat near the gate of the king's palace. Early and purple wool.
one morning, with a little bit of SARAH-ndipity, he overheard
two of the chamberlains, Bigthan and Teresh, mALLISONing Megillat Esther explains, “on the thirteenth day of the twelfth
and plotting to kill the king. Mordechai reported what he had month—that is, the month of Adar—when the king’s
heard to Queen Esther, who reported it to the king. The CORMANd and decree were to be executed, the very day on
matter was investigated and found to be true, and Bigthan which the EMILYs of the Jews intended to have rule over
and Teresh came to an unfortunate end. Mordechai's deed them, the opposite happened, and the Jews prevailed over
was recorded and he was honored for having saved the their adversaries.” They then celebrated their narrow escape
and FRIEDom on the fourteenth of Adar, the day after they
king's life.
were supposed to be annihilated, (but became SCOTT free),
Meanwhile, King Ahashverosh promoted Haman, making him thus establishing the holiday of Purim.
more powerful and wealthy than all the other officials. In his
So, each year, Jews join together in retELLIEing the tale of
greeD, AVID greed, he still wanted more gLORI. Haman
Purim, eating hamantaschen and singing tunes such as this:
CANTORed and paraded through the streets (he did not
have a horseCARO LINED up), demanding that all men and Oh today we’ll merry merry be,
women bow down to him and answer to his BECC And call. Oh today we’ll BERRY BERRY be,
Because Jews bow only to God, Mordechai refused to kneel Oh today we’ll BERRY BERRY be,
down to Haman. Upon learning that Mordechai was Jewish, And eat some hamantaschen.
Haman decided to kill AL the Jews in the Persian Empire.
Created by Nadine Broude.
Convincing King Ahashverosh to go along with the plan, Adapted from The Jewish Home, Revised Edition by Daniel Syme
Haman plotted to kill the Jews and cast purim (“lots,” plural of

Sham News
Breaking Super Bowl News!

The long-anticipated half-time show will be switched up!
Vashti and her harem threatened not to show in ongoing
struggles with management. In retaliation, her contract was
cancelled and she will never appear again. Esther has been
called as a last-minute replacement and has put into her
contract a guarantee that there will be no lip synching.
Sources say she is reluctant to appear, fearful of a wardrobe
malfunction.
In other related news, Bigthan
and Teresh were overheard
at the gates plotting to deflate
the footballs.
Beloved quarterback Tom
Dodi can’t wait to win the
Persian Patriots yet another
ring! At press time, it was
unsure if the team would be
playing against the Egyptian
Eagles,
Mesopotamian
Mountain
Lions,
Roman
Raiders, or Babylonian Rams.

Archeological find in
Temple Shalom Schoolyard
It started out as a regular day for
Temple Shalom Nursery Schoolers.
Suddenly a group of children yelled
that they had found a Jewish star
made of ice.

Experts
were called in
and
determined that the star was carbon
dated to 10,000 years ago, the tail
end of the last Ice Age. Chip Iceberg,
a leading climate scientist of the
esteemed climate change think tank,
Looking Ahead into Frozen Time,
stated, “This rewrites history. We
have previously never known of any
Photo: TSNS
Jewish presence dating back this
early to this continent. It is
remarkable that such a specimen
was discovered in its entirety with no damage.”
Pat Theeries, of Climate Shlimate, heated up the
discussion on the cold by scoffing at the discovery as
“child’s play.”

Photos: Pixabay

Capitol Campaign

Temple Shalom recently unveiled its plans for a Capitol Campaign. We are now in the active
phase of petitioning that the State House be moved from Boston to Plymouth in recognition of
its historical importance as the original site of settlement, and that the Boston site be returned
to its original use as a cow pasture.

Photo: Pixabay

Seders, Seders and more Seders
There are many seders offered at Temple Shalom. In fact, a seder for everyone. You probably know about Second Seder,
Women’s Seder, Nursery School Seder. This year, try one of these:
Men’s Seder: Recline, eat, enjoy a brief seder, recline some more and watch your favorite sports team.
Families with Young Children Seder: Who will be the youngest of the young chanting The Four Questions? As none of our
children are wicked, simple, or do not know how to ask, the haggadah for this seder has been adapted to “wonderful child,
brilliant child, grandma’s special child, and never stops asking why.”
Shir Shalom Seder: After practicing since last Pesach, Shir Shalom will sing the entire seder. This is for everyone who
wants to sing every verse of Dayenu, Echad Mi Yodea, Chad Gadya, and Adir Hu.
Open Your Eyes Seder: OYE has rewritten and redrawn the illustrations into a Temple Shalom Haggadah. Also look
forward to a Passover Seder story slam!
Bonim Seder: This lunchtime seder will be shorter than the traditional evening seders. Bring your own paper bag meal.
Drinks and desserts will be served. $10 per person. Please, no checks or cash at the door.
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Rabbi Allison Berry
On December 15, members from across the generations stood under the Huppah as
we celebrated a very sacred moment at Temple Shalom—the dedication of our
beautiful, new Torah mantles. We gathered to celebrate Shabbat and honor this holy
moment in the life of our synagogue. It is at times like this we can feel especially
proud of the work we do at Temple Shalom engaging members across the life-span.
In particular, we are committed to building opportunities for connection and meaning
for the Baby Boomer generation. The age cohort continues to leave an indelible
mark on American Judaism and American Jewish life and culture. From Open Your
Eyes, to social action, to Adult Kallah, our upcoming trip to Europe, Bonim, Board of
Trustees leadership, and so much more, baby boomers at Temple Shalom make a
tremendous difference in our community.
In fact, today, those born between the years of 1946 and 1964 are the most significant age group of Jews who choose to
affiliate with synagogues. Baby boomer preferences in music, worship styles, social activism, and education are behind
much of synagogue culture and Reform Judaism’s prayer practice.
At the Union for Reform Judaism Biennial convention in December, many of us – both Temple Shalom professionals and
lay leaders - were introduced to a new study commissioned by the UJA Federation of New York, focused on the baby boom
generation. The results from this study suggest that if synagogues can better address congregants’ needs for meaning,
personal connection, community and relatedness, fewer baby boomers and their younger Generation X peers leave
congregational life after they become empty nesters.
This important learning can also be applied to our community.
At Temple Shalom, staff and lay leadership are working hard
to cultivate a truly “relational Judaism.” In any given work
week, I am privileged to spend much of my time connecting
with Temple members whether these moments be through
the lens of pastoral care, adult and youth education,
committee and board meetings, or at simple “I want to get to
know you” coffees. This work—the work of knowing and
seeing one another—is truly sacred.
At Temple Shalom we also know we must dive deep, learn
from the feedback of our members and continue to improve.
For example, based on member feedback, we are working to
offer opportunities for small group meetings with clergy, an
introductory class that welcomes members to the Temple,
and trainings for ushers that ensure we are as inclusive and
as welcoming as possible. These are only a few examples of
new initiatives we are exploring and implementing this year.
Overall, our goal is to deeply respond to the needs of our
members and together build sustaining, meaningful, and
joyful community. This can and should be the reason to retain
your membership at Temple Shalom.
As Rabbi Jaymee Alpert, David Ruzow and Andi Rosenthal,
the chairs of the UJA study write, “May our synagogue
communities continue to respond to the needs of our empty
nesters, and renew their boundless energy, commitment, and
pursuit of spiritual meaning and Jewish life. May it ever be
so.” And may it ever be so for the members and staff of
Temple Shalom.
Rabbi Allison Berry
P.S. The synopsis of this study can be found by clicking this
link: https://d38k8tmwohgfyl.cloudfront.net/784929.pdf
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Temple Shalom
Vision and Values
Our Vision

As a congregational family,
Temple Shalom is committed to
making each person feel
welcome and at home.
We do this in a personal way
by getting to know each member
of our community, one at a time,
and in doing so help everyone find a place
in Temple Shalom’s dynamic and
supportive Jewish community.

Our Values
We participate together in the religious,
educational, and communal life
of our congregation
as we live the values of Lifelong Learning,
Enriching Spirituality,
Building Community,
Repairing the World,
Deepening our Relationship with Israel,
and Sustaining Jewish Continuity.

Cantor Peter Halpern
When I was in my 20s and at cantorial school in New York, a friend encouraged me to
go with him to a weekend long EST (Erhard Seminars Training) workshop. After some
hemming and hawing, I decided to join him. It was quite a powerful experience as I
remember, but the only thing that remained with me right up to this day, was the
closing exercise. The presenter introduced a game which we played divided into two
large groups. An hour or so later, the leader posed the question, “Now tell me, which
team was the winner of the game?” Several answers were shared over the next 10 or
15 minutes until he eventually pointed out that we never considered the possibility that
we had both won. Everyone in the room had gone under the assumption that for one
team to win, the other had to lose.
I found this then, and find it still, quite profound. When others have good fortune, popularity, recognition, it can impact us in
one of two ways. We can begrudge them their successes or be inspired and motivated by them, or, even rejoice with them.
The danger of a win-lose attitude is that it can lead to the feeling that another’s good fortune somehow diminishes us. This
is fertile soil for persistent dissatisfaction with ourselves and our lives.
There are many sayings in our tradition which emphasize the importance of being content with one’s lot in life:
“Who is happy? He who rejoices in his lot.”
“We are happy. How good is our lot.”
There is a temptation to compare. We sometimes think too that others do not suffer in the ways we do. There is a wise
Chassidic teaching that if we all were to hang our troubles, each on a different peg of a huge pegboard, and could choose,
upon seeing the others, we would take back our own.
I read a book a few years ago containing interviews with celebrities, athletes, performers, and poets. They all had very
different lives and they came to achieve success along differing paths. The author noted, however, that he found one thing
that they all had in common. They each received inspiration in some way on a daily basis. Just as we all need a listening
ear and a hand to hold, we need to remember what we are and all we have. Services at Temple Shalom are one of the
many ways we can be reminded that the good things in the world are unquantifiable.
As we make our way together through the winter, may we always believe in win-win.
Cantor Peter Halpern

Clergy, Coffee and Conversation

Our clergy look forward to connecting with you for conversation on a personal
level, either at Temple, a coffee shop or another mutually convenient location.
To schedule a time with a member of the Temple Shalom Clergy Team,
contact Loretta Zack at lzack@templeshalom.org or sign up on the Temple
website at www.templeshalom.org/clergy-coffee-and- conversation/.
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Stop in and say hello to
Student Rabbi
Phil Bressler!

Executive Temple Shalom
Director Contact List
Ellie Klein
Goldman

175 Temple Street, Newton, MA 02465
(617) 332-9550
info@templeshalom.org
Listing appears alphabetical by first name:
dial (617) 332-9550 and extensions:

Clergy
In early December, I had
the pleasure of attending
the annual Conference of
Synagogue
Executive
Directors sponsored by
the National Association of
Temple Administrators (NATA). Roughly 200 temple
administrators from throughout North America gathered at
the Omni Parker in Boston for three days of learning,
networking and sharing of best practices. As I sat with
colleagues in formal sessions and casual conversations,
I was very aware of the enthusiastic optimism I expressed as
I talked about our congregation. People asked me about our
staff and I gushed with gratitude about their dedication and
the height of morale in our office. Colleagues inquired about
our lay leadership and I shared how vibrant our committee
work is and how packed our calendar continues to be.
Veteran executive directors offered to counsel me on how to
deal with difficult clergy who didn’t value my role in temple
life and I shared that my partnership with our clergy is
among the greatest blessings of my career. I was then, and
continue to be, so proud to represent our community as your
executive director and so excited about the work that we are
doing. Additionally, the way in which we engage in that work
is being held up as an example of excellence and innovation
on the national stage and we are only getting started! May
2018 bring our community goodness, blessing, discovery,
and peace.

Rabbi Allison L. Berry
Rabbi Laura J. Abrasley
Cantor Peter Halpern

L’shalom,
Ellie Klein Goldman

Liz Shiro
21
Director of Education

Staff

Al White
Facilities Manager

15
24
17

25

Andrea Levinsky
29
Education Program Manager
Anne Fried
28
Executive Assistant to Rabbi Abrasley and Ellie Goldman
Becca Yudkoff
22
Summer Camp Director &
Program Director for Families with Young Children
Bridget Kinahan
10
Greeter Receptionist
Caroline Dorn
20
SHACHARIT Education and Marketing Assistant
Ellie Goldman
Executive Director

11

Emily Kieval
Director of Inclusion

26

Jeff Remz
27
Director of Communications and Marketing

Loretta Zack
13
Executive Assistant to Rabbi Berry and Cantor Halpern

President
Scott
Birnbaum
Occasionally a President
deserves time off. Scott’s
column returns next issue!

Lori Leiderman
23
Director of K–2 and Engagement
Lucy Banerji
55
Nursery School Director
Lucy Dube
Controller

14

Marriah Vengroff
18
Director of Youth Engagement
Sarah Stein
12
Assisant Director of Youth Engagement
Phil Bressler
Student Rabbi

16

Scott Birnbaum, President
birnbaum@birnbaumgodkin.com
Nadine Broude, Bulletin Editor
bulletin@templeshalom.org
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Registration is OPEN
for Our NEW Camp
Summer 2018

Nature Explorer Summer Camp at Temple Shalom is an
8-week summer camp for Toddlers (18 months to
2.8 years) and Preschoolers (ages 2.9 to entering K).
Each week, we will focus on a different theme
incorporating art, science, math, whole body play, water
fun, drama, and much more. Contact Becca Yudkoff to
find out more! byudkoff@templeshalom.org or check
us out at www.tsyouth.org. Register directly at
www.templeshalom.org/summercamp.

Families with Young Children
Li’l Explorers
Sundays, February 11, March 18
10–11 a.m.
Ages 1.9–5 years
This program is for families to learn, laugh,
and explore hands-on topics together. Led
by our wonderful nursery school teacher,
Jen Castro, we invite you to come explore
our monthly themes!

Musical Matzah Balls
Saturdays, February 10, March 10
10–11 a.m.
Ages 0–5 years
Join our experienced music teacher, Jackie
Nudelman, for musical Saturday mornings with a
Jewish twist! Free and no registration necessary.

Tot Shabbat Halleilu
Fridays, February 2, March 2
5:30–7 p.m.
Ages 0–Grade 2
5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat Halleilu
6 p.m.
Family Dinner
6:30 p.m. Shabbat Club & Shabbat Halleilu
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Nursery School
Lucy Banerji, Director
Surprisingly cold winter has gifted us with many
opportunities to explore, to learn and to have fun!
Anticipating the changes in the weather, students
housed some of their favorite creatures inside the
classroom for the winter to
save them from the bitterly
cold days. Our wiggly
friends (worms) were dug
out from the soil in our
outdoor classroom
and
transferred into a large
plastic bin. They were well
fed, invited for refreshing
crawls around the school
and gently placed back into
their home to grow stronger
over the winter. They will
have very important work with the warmer days
coming—tending our gardens!

Our pomegranate tree lived in the
Parparim classroom throughout
the winter. The children learned
that despite living in New England,
the tree is acutely connected with
its homeland. To echo the
seasonal changes in Israel, it
sprouted and developed new
branches in January! And now it
blooms
with
beautiful
red
pomegranate flowers!

Undoubtedly, our children did not mind cold, snow, wind, or ice.
Bundled up, they happily played in the outdoor classroom. During the
past few months, they loved observing and researching prints in the
snow left by many friendly, furry and feathery visitors (bunnies, birds,
squirrels, and chipmunks!)

Lots of fun in the snow. Cooking with
snow is different than cooking with sand
or mud. Do you know a good recipe?

Who left these prints?
Is this a bunny?

Getting ready for spring; sprouting
marigold flowers!

Our wonderful Parent Steering Committee works hard to support our community. We thank everyone
who celebrated with us at our Martin Luther King Jr. event in January. Your donations supported
Boston's Crossroads Family Center.
Our Nursery School Open House will take place on February 7 at 10 a.m. Please, come and
learn about our wonderful and unique program.
We hope you will join us for another big community gathering: Our famous and fun Purim Palooza
is scheduled on Sunday, March 4 at 10 a.m.! Get into costume and bring your little ones for a familyfriendly Megillah reading and Jr. Purim Palooza with games and crafts! This event is cosponsored by
FwYC and the Nursery School.
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Liz Corman Shiro
Director of Education
At the URJ Biennial in December, I attended a session called “Playfulness: A Critical
Component of Youth Education and Engagement.” I started thinking—how do we teach
and learn playfully at SHACHARIT?
In education programs, there is often a tension between play and learning. As
educators, we know that play is critical for children—it’s how they learn about the world!
But what happens when our children leave preschool and early elementary school and
move into more academically focused environments? That sense of playfulness is still
so important, especially when our kids are pulled in many different directions and face competing pressures at school,
sports, and more.
At Temple Shalom, we practice playful learning every day. Knowing that our Grades 3–6 kids come to Hebrew class after a
full day of school and extracurriculars, it’s important that kids get body and brain breaks and have fun when learning. Beth
makes Hebrew games for her classes using flashcards, or by using board games. Carol has Hebrew reading race games in
her class. On Sundays, our chugim (electives) give kids the opportunity to practice play-based activities like yoga,
Boomwhackers (a whimsical musical instrument) and digital game design.
At SHACHARIT, Jewish learning is innovative, inclusive, and fun. As we continue to strive for more play-based Jewish
learning, we look forward to celebrating Purim together, a special Jewish holiday full of silliness and fun!
Liz Corman Shiro

February and March at SHACHARIT
Taste of Camp After Dark
February 24, 5:15 p.m.
All the fun of Taste of Camp, at night! Drop your K–5 kids off at the temple for dinner and
activities while you enjoy an evening out. Babysitting available for younger children, and you do not need to be registered
for weekly Taste of Camp to attend. More info and registration online.

Purim Palooza
March 4, 11:30 a.m.
It’s the day we’ve all been waiting for! Join us for games, prizes, food, music, and more. With a separate space for
toddlers, a quiet space to get away from the music, and many different activities, Purim Palooza is for everyone!

Grades 3–6 Shabbat Dinner
March 16, 5:45 p.m.
Join us for a delicious dinner at 5:45 followed by the congregational Shabbat Halleilu service. New this year, if you can't
make it to dinner, we will have a special SHACHARIT oneg following services. Please register online.

Discover SHACHARIT
March 25, 9:30 a.m.
Discover SHACHARIT is an open house on Sunday, March 25 for families with children in Grades Pre-K–2. Come see
what it’s all about! Both Kochavim families who have children attending the Temple Shalom Nursery School and families
new to Temple Shalom are welcome.
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Sixth Graders Take on Challenge of Increasing Our Awareness

One Can of Tuna and a Box of Crackers from Each One of Us
“We are in sixth grade and we are here to talk to you about Family Table. Did you know that 13% of kids in
Newton Public Schools have families that do not have enough money for food?
“Family Table is the largest kosher food pantry in New England. It serves more than 450 families every month.
Temple Shalom’s goal is to collect 80 cans of tuna and 60 boxes of whole wheat crackers each month. Family
Table provides healthy, nutritious food on a monthly and emergency basis, including kosher food for those who
need it. Family Table relies on the effort of hundreds of volunteers from 70 synagogues and schools that collect,
sort, pack, and deliver food to people from Greater Boston, North Shore, and South area community. Each
family gets around 3-4 bags of groceries each month.

“Please bring tuna and crackers to Temple Shalom so we can donate it to Family Table. You should donate
because you would be helping people in need. It is really hard to live off of food stamps when you are not
getting enough food for your whole family for all three meals. Please donate today.”

SHACHARIT’s sixth grade class has been focusing on learning about hunger and increasing the
congregation’s awareness of/donations to Family Table with teacher Andrea Levinsky.
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Shabbat Happenings
Shabbat Morning

Kabbalat Shabbat
Shabbat Halleilu Services

Fridays, February 2 and March 2 at 6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Halleilu, a spirited service in song, is held the first
Friday of every month at 6:30 p.m. Temple Shalom’s
Shabbat Halleilu Band accompanies the worship. This
service is appropriate for all ages. Children are welcome
and invited to lead HaMotzi, the blessing over the challot
(two challahs) at the conclusion of the service. The service
is preceded by our Shalom Nosh at 6 p.m. and followed by
an Oneg Shabbat at 7:30 p.m. “Shabbat Club” babysitting is
provided and free of charge.

FwYC Tot Shabbat Halleilu
(Ages 0–Grade 2)

Shabbat Mind:
Mindfulness and Meditation

Saturdays, February 3 and March 3 at 9 a.m.
Join us monthly for an hour of Shabbat-inspired stillness
and reflection led by members of our own community.
Included will be guided imagery, meditation, discussion,
and sharing. Appropriate for experienced meditators and
those new to meditation as well. No registration required.
Shabbat Mind occurs monthly—October through June—on
the first Shabbat of the month. Check the Temple Shalom
calendar to confirm dates.

Minyan and Torah Study

Every Saturday at 9 a.m.
A lay-led minyan service is held every Saturday morning at
9 a.m. in the Rothman Chapel. The service is followed by a
light breakfast and Torah study.

Fridays, February 2 and March 2
5:30 p.m.
Tot Shabbat Halleilu Service
6 p.m.
FwYC Family Dinner
6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Club babysitting and
Shabbat Halleilu Congregational Service
7:30 p.m.
Oneg Shabbat
Come to all or any part of the night!

B’nai Mitzvah

A Saturday morning Shabbat service will be held at
10:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary, with a Torah service led by
our B’nai Mitzvah students:
February 3
February 10
March 10
March 17
March 17
March 24

Inclusion Shabbat

Friday, February 9 at 6:30 p.m.
Together let’s celebrate Jewish Disability Awareness
Month and Temple Shalom’s commitment to building a
caring, inclusive community for everyone.
Earplugs, headphones, fidgets, and a quiet room available.

Naomi Goldstein
Gabe Kiron
Jacob Freed
Zoe Eisen
Rose Plottel
Alexander Shapiro

Homebound? Dial in
to Shabbat Services!

Shir Shalom Volunteer Choir
Singing at Shabbat Services

For our members who are unable to be present at
Shabbat services held in the Sanctuary, Temple Shalom
offers the option of listening to Shabbat services via
telephone. While you are unable to be physically present,
you may connect with your community by hearing
and experiencing any Shabbat service taking place in
the Sanctuary.

Grades 3–6 Shabbat Dinner

To take advantage of this option, call (800) 846-4808 at
the time of the service. When prompted, enter 99955000
on your phone. You will be connected to the line
transmitting the Temple Shalom service. After you call the
first time, your number will be recognized and you will no
longer need to enter the code. The temple pays all phone
charges for this service.

Friday, February 23 at 6:30 p.m.
See Music page on page 17 for more details.

Friday, March 16 at 5:45 p.m.
See SHACHARIT on page 9 for more details.

We hope you can be here in person—but when you can’t,
we hope you can “be here” by phone!
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3:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7:15 p.m.
Film Series

19

Presidents Day

18

NO SHACHARIT

3:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7:15 p.m.
Film Series

NO SHACHARIT

2 p.m.
OYE Film Series

26

25

Building closed

3:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7:30 p.m.
Book Club (offsite)

9:30 a.m.
SHACHARIT
10 a.m.
Li'l Explorers
10 a.m.
Family Israel Trip
10:15 a.m.
Parenting . . . Jewish Lens
Noon
Taste of Camp
Noon
Discovering Miriam
2 p.m.
Storytelling Workshop
2 p.m.
Rabbi Jeffrey Summit and
the Jews of Uganda

2 p.m.
OYE Film Series

12

11

9:30 a.m.
SHACHARIT
10:15 a.m.
Parenting . . . Jewish Lens
Noon
Taste of Camp

5

Sisterhood Kallah (offsite)

Monday

4

Sunday

Temple Shalom

2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
6:30 p.m.
MINCHA
6:30 p.m.
MA'ARIV
7 p.m.
Mussar: Ongoing Practice
7:30 p.m.
Board of Trustees
7:30 p.m.
Mussar: Everyday Holiness

27

20

2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
4:30 p.m.
Rosh Hodesh MINCHA
6:30 p.m.
MINCHA
6:30 p.m.
MA'ARIV
7:15 p.m.
Film Series
7:30 p.m.
Mussar: Everyday Holiness

13

2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
6:30 p.m.
MINCHA
6:30 p.m.
MA'ARIV
7 p.m.
Mussar: Ongoing Practice

6

Tuesday

2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7:30 p.m.
Adult Purim Celebration with
Megillah Reading

Erev Purim

28

7:30 p.m.
Shir Shalom Rehearsal

21

2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7:30 p.m.
Shir Shalom Rehearsal

14

10 a.m.
NS Open House
2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7:15 p.m.
Music Committee
7:30 p.m.
Executive Committee

7

Wednesday

February 2018

1 p.m.
Mah Jongg

22

1 p.m.
Mah Jongg
2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7 p.m.
Spirituality Discussion Group

15

Noon
The Bible Doesn’t Say That
1 p.m.
Mah Jongg
2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew

6 p.m.
Shalom Nosh
6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service
with Shir Shalom

23

6 p.m.
Shalom Nosh
6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service

16

6 p.m.
Shalom Nosh
6:30 p.m.
Inclusion Shabbat Service

9

9 a.m.
Minyan and Torah Study
5:15 p.m.
Taste of Camp After Dark

24

9 a.m.
Minyan and Torah Study

17

9 a.m.
Minyan and Torah Study
10 a.m.
Musical Matzah Balls
10:30 a.m.
Bar Mitzvah of Gabe Kiron
7 p.m.
Discovering Miriam

10

9 a.m.
Minyan and Torah Study
9 a.m.
Shabbat Mind
10:30 a.m.
Bat Mitzvah of
Naomi Goldstein
5:15 p.m.
Nursery School Havdalah

5:30 p.m.
Tot Shabbat Halleilu
6 .p.m.
FwYC Shabbat Dinner
6 p.m.
Shalom Nosh
6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Club
6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Halleilu Service

8

Sisterhood Kallah (offsite)

Sisterhood Kallah (offsite)

3

2

Saturday

Noon
The Bible Doesn’t Say That
1 p.m.
Mah Jongg
2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew

Friday

1

Thursday
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9:30 a.m.
SHACHARIT
9:30 a.m.
Discover SHACHARIT
10:15 a.m.
Parenting . . . Jewish Lens
10:15 a.m.
Noon
Taste of Camp
12:30
Trope Class
2 p.m.
OYE Film Series
5 p.m.
Women's Seder

9:30 a.m.
SHACHARIT
10 a.m.
Li'l Explorers
10:15 a.m.
Parenting . . . Jewish Lens
Noon
Taste of Camp
12:30
Trope Class
2 p.m.
OYE Film Series
3 p.m.
B'nai Mitzvah Soup Making
5:30 p.m.
Confirmation Dinner
25

10 a.m.
NS Parparim/Kochavim
Pesach Program
2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
4:30 p.m.
MINCHA
6:30 p.m.
MA'ARIV

27

26

3:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7:15 p.m.
Film Series (snow date)

2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
4:30 p.m.
MINCHA
6:30 p.m.
MA'ARIV
7 p.m.
Mussar: Ongoing Practice
7 p.m.
Shir Shalom Sings at
Project Manna (offsite)

20

19

3:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7 p.m.
Garden Club
7:15 p.m.
Film Series

2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
4:30 p.m.
MINCHA
6:30 p.m.
MA'ARIV
7:15 p.m.
Film Series

13

3:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew

12

9:30 a.m.
SHACHARIT
10:15 a.m.
Parenting . . . Jewish Lens
10:15 a.m.
Inclusion Support Group
10:30 a.m.
Parent Advisory Group
11 a.m.
Discovering Miriam
Noon
Taste of Camp
Noon
B’nai mitzvah Shalach Manot
12:30
Trope Class
18

2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
4:30 p.m.
Rosh Hodesh MINCHA
4:30 p.m.
MINCHA
6:30 p.m.
MA'ARIV
7 p.m.
Mussar: Ongoing Practice

3:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7:15 p.m.
Film Series

6

5

Tuesday

9:30 a.m.
SHACHARIT
9:30 a.m.
K–2 Purim Service
10:30 a.m.
Purim Megillah Reading
11:30 a.m.
Purim Palooza
12:30
Trope Class
3 p.m.
Second Time Around (offsite)
11

Monday

4

Sunday

Temple Shalom

2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew

28

2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7:30 p.m.
Board of Trustees
7:30 p.m.
Shir Shalom Rehearsal

21

7:30 p.m.
Shir Shalom Rehearsal

14

2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7:15 p.m.
Music Committee
7:30 p.m.
Executive Committee

7

Wednesday

March 2018

1 p.m.
Mah Jongg
2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew

29

1 p.m.
Mah Jongg
2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7 p.m.
OYE Conversation with
artist Julia Vogl
7:30 p.m.
Jewish Life and Jewish Living

22

Noon
The Bible Doesn’t Say That
1 p.m.
Mah Jongg
2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7 p.m.
Spirituality Discussion Group
7:30 p.m.
Jewish Life and Jewish Living

15

Noon
The Bible Doesn’t Say That
1 p.m.
Mah Jongg
2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7:30 p.m.
Jewish Life and Jewish Living
7:30 p.m.
OYE Storytelling Workshop

8

Saturday

Passover: 2nd Seder
9 a.m.
Minyan and Torah Study

6 p.m.
Shalom Nosh
6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service

31

9 a.m.
Minyan and Torah Study
10:30 a.m.
Bar Mitzvah of
Alexander Shapiro

24

9 a.m.
Minyan and Torah Study
10:30 a.m.
B’not Mitzvah of Zoe Eisen
and Rose Plottel

17

Altshuler Scholar-in-Res.:
Dr. Leah Hochman:
9 a.m.
Minyan and Torah Study
10 a.m.
Musical Matzah Balls
10:30 a.m.
Bar Mitzvah of Jacob Freed

10

9 a.m.
Minyan and Torah Study
9 a.m.
Shabbat Mind

3

Erev Passover: 1st Seder

30

6 p.m.
Shalom Nosh
6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service

23

5:45 p.m.
Grades 3–6 Shabbat Dinner
6 p.m.
Shalom Nosh
6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service

16

6 p.m.
Shalom Nosh
6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service
Altshuler Scholar-in-Res.:
Dr. Leah Hochman:

Shushan Purim
5:30 p.m.
Tot Shabbat Halleilu
6 .p.m.
FwYC Shabbat Dinner
6 p.m.
Shalom Nosh
6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Club
6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Halleilu Service
9

1 p.m.
Mah Jongg
2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7:30 p.m.
Jewish Life and Jewish Living

Purim

Friday
2

Thursday
1

Engaging Community
No Temple Shalom
Second Seder This Year

B’nai Mitzvah Family

Volunteer Opportunities!

Do you have extra seats at
your Second Seder table?

Families celebrating their young adult
becoming Bar or Bat Mitzvah now have the
option of volunteering with other Temple
Shalom families for their mitzvah project!

Do you have no place to go
for Second Seder?

Join us for:
Soup Making for the
Temple Shalom Caring Committee
Sunday, March 18, 3–5 p.m.

Photo: Pexels

Recognizing that Temple Shalom’s Second Seder
provided an opportunity for many members to attend
a seder, we would like to make sure that everyone
within our community, who would like to attend a
seder, has somewhere to go.
Please contact Ellie Goldman at egoldman@templeshalom.org.

News!

Interfaith Connection

The Interfaith Connection, formerly the Outreach
Committee, is merging with the Engagement team. The
Interfaith Connection has focused its attention on issues
affecting interfaith families, Jews by Choice, and members
considering conversion to Judaism. With many of our
families being interfaith families, we will work closely with
Engagement to be sure their needs are being addressed.
We will continue to advocate for attention to be paid to
interfaith issues and to be available to anyone with
concerns about how an interfaith family at any stage of life
is affected by life cycle events such as B’nai Mitzvah,
marriage, or a death in the family. For more information,
contact Susan Opdyke at orc@templeshalom.org.

Calling all Shalom Stitchers

The Shalom Stitchers are gathering together to knit and
crochet healing shawls and cold-weather accessories. We
support those within our community as well as those in the
Greater Boston area. Healing shawls symbolize
unconditional love. They enfold and comfort, and give
solace and warmth to those who could use some extra
support. Also, many families in shelters would be grateful
for hats, mittens and scarves.
Folks work independently from home or meet with others in
homes or at the temple. Terry Wyszkowski is the volunteer
“clearinghouse” for sharing patterns and coordinating
meetup options.
If you are interested or have any questions, please get
in touch with Terry to let her know how you would like
to participate at wyszkowski.terry@gmail.com or
(617) 448-6453

Beach Clean Up
Saturday, April 7, 3–5 p.m.
Sort and Deliver Food at Family Table
Sunday, April 22 and June 10, 10 a.m.–noon
Volunteer with Newton Serves
Sunday, April 29, 12:30 p.m.
Sort Clothing at Cradles to Crayons
Sunday, May 6, 1:30–3:30 p.m.

SHACHARIT families are welcome to join us at
Cradles to Crayons and at Newton Serves.
Stay tuned for more dates and opportunities!
For more information, contact Education Program Manager
Andrea Levinsky alevinsky@templeshalom.org

Caring Community Volunteers
Caring Community Volunteers provide rides to Temple
Shalom worship services and events, as
well as medical appointments; and support
and connect with congregational families
who may be:
• Celebrating a birth,
• Suffering a loss, or
• Coping with injury or illness.

If you or someone you know needs some
help, call the Temple Shalom office at (617) 332-9550 or
email caringcommunity@templeshalom.org.
Please take a few minutes to think about how you might find
time to deepen your connection with fellow congregants.
The ways we connect and support each other and the time
commitment is totally flexible. Get started today by filling
out the online form at www.templeshalom.org/
caringcommunity. Please update your areas of interest
and availability even if you have expressed interest or
volunteered in the past. Thank you!
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Rabbi Jeffrey A. Summit, Guest Speaker

The Abayudaya: The Music and Culture of the Jews of Uganda and How Music and
Coffee Have Combined to Foster Inter-religious Harmony in Eastern Uganda
Sunday, February 11 at 2 p.m.
The Abayudaya, a community of approximately 1000 people in Eastern Uganda, are
practicing Jews, who follow Jewish ritual, observe the laws of the Sabbath, celebrate
Jewish holidays, keep kosher and pray in Hebrew.
The story of the Abayudaya challenges stereotypes of race, religion and culture. Having
survived adversity and persecution under dictator Idi Amin, the Abayudaya have
endured. They have warm, productive relationships with their Christian and Muslim
neighbors. At a time when little positive news comes out of Africa, this is a story of hope
and faith.
Ethnomusicologist Rabbi Jeffrey Summit has recorded, compiled and annotated a CD for
Smithsonian Folkways Recordings entitled Abayudaya: Music from the Jewish People of
Uganda. This CD was nominated for a GRAMMY Award for best album in the category
of Traditional World Music. This compelling music blends the rhythms and harmonies of
Africa with traditional Jewish prayer. Rabbi Summit focuses on the Abayudaya’s musical
traditions to examine the culture, history and the current situation of this extraordinary
Jewish community.
In the 1990s, the Abayudaya set out to build productive, respectful relationships with their Muslim and Christian neighbors.
586 Muslim, Jewish and Christian farmers have recently joined together to form the Peace Kawomera (Delicious Peace) Fair
Trade Coffee Cooperative in partnership with the Thanksgiving Coffee Company in California. Coffee farmers are composing
music in a variety of local styles to educate farmers to the benefits of Fair Trade, to encourage farmers to join the
cooperative and cooperate across religious boundaries. In these songs, they also teach the most effective methods to
cultivate coffee and stress the importance of Fair Trade profits to educate their children. Rabbi Summit recorded this music
and examines the impact of their efforts on behalf of economic justice and inter-religious cooperation.
Join us for this fascinating talk when Rabbi Jeffrey Summit returns at Temple Shalom. Reception following presentation.
Advance tickets $15 on temple website/$18 at the door.
(Notes excerpted and edited from Rabbi Summit)

Shabbat Halleilu
Fridays, February 2 and March 2 at 6:30 p.m.
This spirited service in song is held the first Friday of every month, with the Shabbat
Halleilu Band accompanying the worship. This service is appropriate for all ages.
GRAMMY nominee Rabbi Jeffrey Summit
Sunday, February 11 at 2 p.m.
A story of hope and faith that challenges stereotypes of race, religion and culture…”
Don’t miss this engaging presentation about the music of the Ugandan Jews and much
more! See article on this page. Advance tickets $15 on temple website/$18 at the door.
Shir Shalom Sings
Friday, February 23 at 6:30 p.m.
Please join us as Temple Shalom’s volunteer choir sings at our Shabbat service.
Shir Shalom sings at 29th Annual Project Manna
Tuesday, March 20 at 7 p.m.
Come on out to Temple Emanuel for a fun, rocking evening. Proceeds to Mass Ave
Baptist Church Project Manna hot meals program/food pantry. Tickets sold at the door.
Thinking about joining the Shir Shalom choir? Come to one of our rehearsals. We
usually meet twice a month on Wednesdays, 7:30–9 p.m. in the Rothman Chapel.
Upcoming rehearsals are February 14, 21, March 14, 21.
•
•
•

Follow Music at Temple Shalom on the Temple website at
www.templeshalom.org/our-community/music-at-temple-shalom.
Listen to our CD “Temple Shalom Sings: A Celebration of Shabbat.”
Read upcoming Bulletins for more details on these and other music events!

For more info, contact Cantor Peter Halpern at phalpern@templeshalom.org or
Nadine Broude, Music Chair, at music@templeshalom.org.
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at Temple Shalom

Music in February and March

Anita Winer Open Your Eyes Fund for the Arts
FIND YOUR STORY

Everyone has a story. The Roots and Routes
series continues this spring with more
opportunities to connect through the art of
story-telling. Don't miss the chance to work
with professional storyteller Cindy Rivka
Marshall to find your story. Sign up for any of
the upcoming storytelling workshops. Maybe
you’ll decide to share your story at the
Temple Shalom Story Slam on May 19!
Workshop #1
Sunday, February 11 2–3:30 p.m.
“In the Beginning: A Workshop in Story Creation”
What goes into making an effective story? Discover the
kernel of a story that is important to you. Bring in photos
to explore family stories, people or places.
Workshop #2
Thursday, March 8
7:30–9 p.m.
“What’s Your Angle? Finding Your Point of View”
Explore a range of storytelling approaches, character development and choices a storyteller makes in presenting a
story.
Workshop #3
Sunday, April 8
2–3:30 p.m. OR Tuesday, April 10 7:30–9 p.m.
“What’s Your Story? Get Ready to Tell”
This session will help you polish your story and get ready to share it with friends and family. Choose the date that works
for you. If you want to tell your story at the Temple Shalom Story Slam in May, attendance at one of these sessions is
required.
THE JEWISH IMMIGRANT EXPERIENCE FILM SERIES
This four-film course explores the challenges, mishaps and opportunities faced by each European
Jewish immigrant when he or she passed through Ellis Island and began life in America.
Each film program starts at 2 p.m. with background material. Film screening begins at 2:15 with
discussion to follow. Moderated by film critic Dick Morrison. Family anecdotes are welcome!
Sunday, February 18 THE JEWISH EXPERIENCE: AMERICA
This PBS documentary explores the trajectory of Jewish American life from the earliest
arrivals in the mid-17th century through the impact of the Nazi regime in World War II, the
creation of Israel, and the new challenges of 21st century assimilation.
Sunday, February 25 HESTER STREET
Relive the Jewish immigrant’s experience upon arriving in New York City in the late 19th century. This iconic film
focuses on the struggle of one young Jewish woman dealing with language, and the tension between assimilation and
tradition.
Sunday, March 18 LIES MY FATHER TOLD ME
This film isn't so much about lies, but about certain truths about life that a little boy and his immigrant grandfather
fiercely refuse to accept. It’s about the conflict between father and grandfather and the very different notions that each
has about what a child should be taught, how he should behave -- indeed, of what kind of person he should grow up to
be.
Sunday, March 25 AVALON
This film chronicles the experience of a Jewish family that immigrates to the United States from Poland in pursuit of the
American dream and how life in America changes them.
SAVE THE DATES
Interested in Graphic novels and cartooning? Don’t miss Amy Kurzweil, visual storyteller and author of the graphic memoir,
Flying Couch who grew up right here at Temple Shalom.
Friday April 27
Ms. Kurzweil will talk about her book and the Healing Art of Stories at a community Shabbat dinner.
Sunday April 29 at 12:30 p.m.
Join Ms. Kurzweil for brunch and a visual storytelling workshop. Pencils and paper provided.
NO SPECIAL SKILLS REQUIRED.
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Community
Book Club

Come Out of the Cold . . . to the Warmth of

Adult Learning

A Guest at the Shooters’ Banquet:
My Grandfather's SS Past, My Jewish Family,
A Search for the Truth

Sign up now on our website for our mid-year programs.
Learn about:

Monday, February 12 at 7:30 p.m.
The Temple Shalom Book Club’s third literary read for this
year is the historical memoir, A Guest
at the Shooters’ Banquet, by Rita
Gabis, who is descended from a family
of Eastern European Jews and
Lithuanian Catholics. As a young child,
Gabis was close to her Catholic
grandfather. She knew that, before
World War II, he had fought the
Russians during their occupation of
Lithuania. In 2010, Gabis discovered
that her grandfather had been the chief
of security police under the Gestapo
from 1941–1943 in the Lithuanian town
of Švenčionys, where at least two mass
slaughters had occurred. Gabis’ quest
for the next several years was to learn if
the grandfather she had loved was a
mass murderer. “If I didn’t unravel” his mystery, “it would
unravel me.”

Jewish Life and Jewish Living in Eastern Europe:
Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow
with Rabbi Allison Berry
Thursdays. March 1, 8, 15, 22, April 5 at 7:30 p.m.
To Every Trope There is a Season
with Cantor Peter Halpern
Did you know that there are five different systems of
scriptural trope or cantillation? Each is meant to enhance the
experience of that particular day and reach the minds and
hearts of each worshipper. Cantor will look at all five with the
main focus on Megillat Esther. Those who wish will also
prepare a few verses of Megillat Esther with him for our
Purim service on Wednesday evening, February 28.
Sundays, March 4, 11, 18, 25 from 12:30–2 p.m.
She Did What?
The Bad (but Kinda Good) Girls of the Bible
with Rabbi Laura Abrasley
A walk on the wild side with the femme fatales of the Bible.
Sundays, April 29 and May 6 from 12:30–2 p.m.

Named as one of its Best Books of 2015 (non-fiction), in its
Altshuler Scholar-in-Residence, Dr. Leah Hochman:
review, Kirkus Reviews said:
Belief, Bagels, and Bandwidth:
. . . Gabis brings her sensibility as a poet and
Jewish Ideas and Community in the 21st Century.
indefatigable energy as a historian to this engrossing
Friday March 9 to Sunday, March 11.
memoir. . . . The author’s remembrance is as moving
Attend some or all of what promises to be exciting and
as it is scientifically edifying.”
compelling presentations that will illumine our understanding
Our always lively discussion, to be led by Nadine Broude, will of what it means to be Jewish. Watch our Thursday weekly
commence at 7:30 p.m. at her home, 294 Kenrick Street, newsletter for more information.
Newton, (617) 916-5526. Book Club meetings are open to all
Temple Shalom members.

Come Play Maj!

Spirituality
Discussion Group

Do you play mah jongg?
Would you like to learn how to play mah jongg?

Thursdays, February 15 and March 15 at 7 p.m.
Clergy will join us on both dates.

Are you interested in exploring some of the spiritual aspects
of your life? If so, please join us at the Spirituality
Discussion Group.

Temple Shalom now has a weekly game
on Thursdays at 1 p.m.
Seasoned players are welcome as well as beginners.
For more information, please contact Amelia Brock
at amelia.brock52@gmail.com.

This open and welcoming group meets monthly for
meditation, guided imagery, discussion, and sharing.
Topics for this year will include: Forgiveness; Prayer; the
Spirituality of Reading and Poetry; Self-Compassion; and
Spirituality during Dark Times. These two months, we will
have visits from the clergy who will share with us some of
their favorite spirituality-related topics.
For more information, and to confirm dates:
email karen@spacetobreathe.net.
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THE SECOND TIME AROUND
Sneak Preview—New England Premiere
Sunday, March 4 at 3 p.m.
West Newton Cinema
$10 per person

Please join us on March 4 when Temple Shalom presents the New
England premier of The Second Time Around.
In this heart-warming story full of hope, dreams and second chances, two
seniors meet and discover that it is never too late to fall in love again.
Katherine Mitchell (Linda Thorson), a widowed yet vibrant senior, wasn't
looking for love a second time—not at her age, and certainly not with
grumpy Isaac Shapiro (Stuart Margolin). Despite the nosey bunch of
seniors in the residence where Katherine convalesces after breaking
her hip, she and Isaac warm to each other over their shared love of
music. But family problems and unforeseen illness threaten both their
blossoming relationship and Katherine’s lifelong dream of going to the
opera in Milan.
Payment of $10 per person may be made by check, payable to Temple
Shalom of Newton with the word “Bonim” on the memo line and sent to
Temple Shalom, 175 Temple Street in Newton, MA 02465, or on the
temple’s website at www.templeshalom.org. Tickets can be purchased
at the door with cash or check only.
A Bonim and Temple Shalom Film Society presentatio n.

Film Course: Relationships

(totally separate and different than the film above!)

Although the Temple Shalom film course has already started, there are still six weeks of terrific films left in the series. T he
remaining dates are Monday, February, 5; Tuesday, February 13; Mondays, February 26 and March 5; Tuesday
March 13; and Monday, March 19. Snow date will be Monday, March 26. All classes start at 7:15 p.m. in the Shain Room
with introductory information about that evening's film; the film itself will be shown at 7:30 p.m. and a post-film discussion
about the quality of the film and what it says about Jewish relationships will follow each movie.
This year’s course focuses on various types of relationships within a Jewish context through the medium of the motion
picture.
As in the past, there is no charge for the course so come join us for the remaining films in the series.
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Garden Club

Our March 19 meeting at 7 p.m. will feature a lecture
demonstration from Deborah Trickett of The Captured
Garden. She is renowned for beautiful, atypical garden
designs using uncommon plants. Deborah is an awardwinning garden designer whose work has been featured in
the Boston Globe, Garden Gate magazine, and New England
Home magazine. She teaches, lectures and runs workshops
at the Arnold Arboretum. We are lucky to have this
Massachusetts Certified Horticulturist at Temple Shalom.
Guests are always welcome to join us in Room 101
Questions? Email Suzylunin@gmail.com.

We, at the Temple Archives, continue gathering materials
for preservation. As the weather starts to turn colder and
you spend more time inside, please check if you have in
your possession:
•
•
•

Program booklets
Committee or team meeting minutes
Year-end reports and activity summaries

As we rely more on our computers, and less on printed
notes, help us track and preserve all the amazing events
on our calendar! Please bring materials for the Archives to
the Temple office.

Photo: Garden Club members happily created beautiful
Thanksgiving centerpieces at our November meeting. We
used
roses
and
Peggy Freedman and Rhoda Ben-Gai
mums, a variety of
greens, and tucked in
small pears to fill
containers that made
our
tables
look
unique and special.

Humanitarian Refugee
Project

Great Representation at
Gateways’ Sweet Sounds
Temple Shalom was proudly represented at Gateways:
Access to Jewish Education "Sweet Sounds" Gala on
November 11. Gateways works to enable Jewish children
with special educational needs to become successful
participants in the Jewish community.
Some of those from Temple Shalom who attended:
Top row: Paul Broude (Trustee, Gateways), Rabbi Allison
Berry, Michelle Alkon (President, Gateways), Dave Fineman,
Peggy Fineman, Liz Shiro, Rabbi Laura Abrasley
Bottom row: Emily Kieval, Nadine Broude.
Great to see so many Temple members at such a worthwhile
community event.

The Aljasems celebrated their first year in the United
States at the Sholkin’s house on December 26. Fifteen
Temple Shalom members and others, who have
supported the family since February 2017, enjoyed dinner
and lots of discussion. Abby Hechtman and Stephanie
Elkind serve as the coordinators with JFS MetroWest, the
agency that arranged the resettlement for the family,
Top row, left to right: Howard Sholkin, Abby Hechtman,
Mahmoud Aljasem, Theresa Levinson, Geoff Sholkin( met
family for first time), Stephanie Elkind, Maryam Aljasem.
Bottom row, left to right: Carol Berlin, Leslie Levine, Rabbi
Laura Abrasley, Mohamad Aljasem, Qusai Aljasem,
Noah Abrasley.
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Generation to Generation
Births

Christopher Cook Berman
Son of Stephanie and Ira Berman
Grandson of Kathy and Vincent Cook
Grandson of Jennifer Newberg
and Robert Berman

B’nai Mitzvah

Zoe Eisen
Daughter of Melanie Henriques
and Jeffrey Eisen
Jacob Freed
Son of Deena and Joshua Freed

Arthur Michael Kolman
Son of Olga and Jason Kolman
Naomi Goldstein
Grandson of Pamela and Benet Kolman Daughter of Elisabeth Robinson and
Brother of Isaac Kolman
Lee Goldstein
Aria Toubian
Gabe Kiron
Daughter of Miriam and Daniel Toubian Son of Ellen and David Kiron
Sister of Max Toubian
Rose Plottel
Daughter of Gloria and Philip Plottel
Alexander Shapiro
Son of Lisa and Kenneth Shapiro
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Marriage

Alix Leeser to Daniel Fishman
Daughter of Nancy and Ken Leeser

Deaths

We remember our beloved . . .
Lynette Brown,
We also remember . . .
Pearl M. Saleh
Sister of Russell Lightman
Carole Seligman
Mother of Steffi Diamond

Thanks to Our Generous Donors
Rabbi’s Service Fund

Cantor’s Service Fund

Rabbi Laura Abrasley,
with much gratitude for your guidance
through the conversion process
By Jennifer Molinsky
Rabbi Laura Abrasley
By Felice Scheff
Rabbi Laura Abrasley as a fellow
of American Jewish World Services
Global Fellowship program
By Dottye and Richard Morrison
Rabbi Laura Abrasley, remembering
good times with Pirkei Avot!
By Stewart Wiener
Rabbi Allison Berry for officiating
at the funeral of Irma Bronson
By the Bronson family
Rabbi Allison Berry for leading such a
beautiful minyan for Eva Wertheimer
By Janet Wertheimer
Simon Bernstein’s Bar Mitzvah
By Stacy and Mitchel Bernstein
Jessica Li’s Bat Mitzvah
By Jiaming and Cindy Li
Rosalie Ablow Rudnick,
mother of Charles Rudnick
By Mitch Rudnick

Jessica Li’s Bat Mitzvah
By Jiaming and Cindy Li

In Honor of

In Memory of

Irma Bronson
By the Bronson family
Walter Dellheim
By Laura Gross and Charles Dellheim
Selma Freed
By Michael Freed
Ruth Kaplan
By Ellen Kaplan
Claire Rolbein
David Rolbein
By Ethel and Gary Furst
Rose Silen
By Ruth and Bill Silen
Bonnie Zeitlin Klotz
By Paula and Steve Zeitlin
_____________________________

In Honor of

In Memory of

Murray M. Freed
By Phyllis Freed
Mitchell E. Nussman
By Judi and Joel Pava
Charles Parker
By Stephen and Ellen Parker
_____________________________

Anita Winer “Open Your Eyes” Fund
In Honor of

In celebration of 5 years of the “Open Your Eyes” Fund
By Jeannie Corsi
Susan Dansker
Marjorie Druker Brophy
Lorie and Richard Hamermesh
Beverly Siegal and Richard Peiser
Susan Epstein
By Claire and Jeff Stern
Loretta Zack
By Barbara Foley

In Memory of

Rose and Harry Brody
Eve and Maurice Zack
By Loretta and Michael Zack
Ida Kaplan
By Ellen Kaplan
David Kaufman
By Rainy Kaufman
Susan Kornblum
By Erica Schwartz and Harry Meade
Maurice Bondy Peiser
By Richard Peiser and Beverly Siegal
Anita Winer
By Arlene and Kurt Pressman
_____________________________

Bonim Fund
In Memory of

Rabbi Eric Gurvis
Adult Education Fund

Edith Briskin
By Phyllis and Jerry Briskin
_____________________________

Rabbi Eric Gurvis
By Nancy Salzman
_____________________________

In Memory of

In Honor of

Bronson Youth Scholarship Fund
Irma Bronson
By Sherrie S. Cutler
Shirley H. Eisenberg
Phil Milgrom and Nancy Nowak
The Milton Green family
Judith Rosenberg
Henny Schwartz, daughter Jill Viteritti
and son Jim Schwartz
Brenda and Kevin Turner
_____________________________
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Thanks to Our Generous Donors
Concert Fund (Special Events)

Nursery School Enhancement Fund

Fred Cohen’s birthday
By Stephanie Cohen
_____________________________

The Nursery School
By Courtney Gidengil and Adam Gustin
The Stolovicki family
_____________________________

In Honor of

Families with Young Children
In Honor of

In Honor of

Rothman Clergy Institute Fund

The wonderful work being done by
Becca Yudkoff and the rest of the
staff/clergy for the FwYC
By Marc Kantrowitz, Rachel Shapp and Gideon
_____________________________

In Memory of

General Fund

Social Action Fund

Edward Axelrod
By Elizabeth Axelrod
Gerda Bernhard
By the Burger/Bernhard family
Morton Canter
By Steven Canter
Goldie Dane
By Harriet Mandell
Beatrice Davis
By Michael and Madelyn Davis
Jay I. Grossman
By Abigail Fierman and Michael Grossman
Felice Handel
Janet Ellen Hill
By Gloria Schwartz
Kay Little
By Joanne Topkins
Bert Martinson
By David R. Decter
Vincent Mullen
Joan Mullen
Dorothy Strom
By Jim and Peggy Strom
Charlotte Sargeant
By Anne and Bob Rosenthal
John Saroko
Lillian Saroko
By Paula Corman
_____________________________

Alice Molinsky becoming a Bat Mitzvah
By David and Marion Pollock
_____________________________

In Memory of

Music Fund (Worship)
In Memory of

Warren B. Mack
By Carole M. Stone
Manuel Mandell
By Harriet Mandell
Manuel M. Rezendes
By Paul Rezendes and Joy Elbaum
_____________________________

Charlotte Rothman
By Jo Rothman
The Snows
_____________________________

In Honor of

Yahrzeit and Remembrance Fund
In Memory of

Isidor Brill
Mendel Haim
By Lica Brill
Harold Cohen
Edith Cohen
Esther Wilker
By Fred and Stephanie Cohen
Bernard Diamond
By Margery Freedman
Marsha Freed
By Josh and Deena Freed
Edward Lionel Scherl
By Dottye and Richard Morrison
Jane Levin Barber
By Jonathan Levin
Arthur Maislen
By Linda and Michael Frieze
Paul Mann
By Rhoda Mann
Robert R. Richmond
By Donna and William Carleton
Harvey Seidman
By Susan Shuman
Angelo Zangrillo
By JoAnne Zangrillo and Solomon Levin
_____________________________

Youth Activities Program Fund
In Honor of

The Youth activities at Temple Shalom
By Jeanette Epstein

In Memory of

Anne Barenberg
By Ilene and Neal Solomon
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Bulletin news
Help us go green!
The Bulletin is published six times per year:
• September
• October/November
• December/January
• February/March
• April/May
• June
To receive your Bulletin ONLY by email, contact Loretta Zack in the Temple office
at lzack@templeshalom.org.

