Welcome Home to

Temple Shalom

Temple Shalom’s community comes together to sew new Torah mantles.
Shown above is an enlarged segment of each mantle. Full article on page 11.
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Rabbi Laura Abrasley

They stood together in the early light of a dark winter morning and looked up.
Their sacred home was high atop the hilltop. Many among them could not
believe they finally stood here, ready to ascend and reclaim this special
place. The odds had been against this small, but mighty, group who willed
themselves forward for years against an enemy determined to destroy their
practice and impose their culture. But somehow a collective mission, God’s
blessing and sheer determination carried them forward. And now they stood
together ready to rededicate their sacred home to its full glory.
Such is the story of Chanukah, as told by the Book of Maccabees, which describes in great detail the effort to reclaim and
rededicate the ancient Temple in Jerusalem. These historical books recount the war and eventual triumph of a small group
of Jewish fighters called the Maccabees, who liberated the land from the Syrian Greeks when they tried to impose their
Hellenistic culture upon the people. The story has multiple themes, among them the pursuit of justice even in the darkest of
times, the power of celebrating one’s Jewish identity, and the collective impact a “small in number, but mighty in
determination” group of people can make in transforming a community for the better.
I will admit a personal preference this year with regards to the Chanukah lesson that a small group of people can
sometimes make major transformation in a community. In particular, I have seen this light of community transformation in
my work with the dedicated group of Temple Shalom members who have worked diligently for many years to imagine,
design and create new hand-crafted mantles for the Torah scrolls that live in the Rothman Chapel. This labor of love began
many years ago by dedicated congregants who were determined to create beautiful pieces of art to celebrate the scrolls
whose stories inspired them. The collaborative and collective work of creating these mantles will transform not just the
scrolls in the sacred ark where the Torahs live, but has transformed our community as well. Many hearts and hands helped
to imagine and stitch these mantles.
It is fitting we will dedicate them at our Chanukah service on Friday night, December 15. As we celebrate this ancient
Festival of Light that inspires us to come together and rededicate ourselves to a collective mission, we will dedicate these
mantles that honor our scrolls, the work of being together in sacred community and the power of collective transformation.
We look forward to celebrating together with you!
With blessings of light,
Rabbi Laura J. Abrasley

Clergy, Coffee and Conversation

Our clergy look forward to connecting with you for conversation on a personal
level, either at Temple, a coffee shop or another mutually convenient location.
To schedule a time with a member of the Temple Shalom Clergy Team,
contact Loretta Zack at lzack@templeshalom.org or sign up on the Temple
website at www.templeshalom.org/clergy-coffee-and- conversation/.
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Stop in and say hello to
Student Rabbi
Phil Bressler!

Cantor Peter Halpern
The Unique Opportunity of Community
We who are raising or have raised children know the importance of emphasizing the
positive of building on strength. In teaching us the importance of charity, the medieval
Sephardic Jewish philosopher, Moses Maimonides, cites eight degrees of charity
starting from strength. The highest level, loosely translated, is “helping another to
become self-supporting by a gift or loan or by finding employment for the recipient.”
The lowest level is “giving reluctantly and with regret.” There is a similar ladder of
Jewish prayer found in Midrash Tehillim. “When you pray, pray in the synagogue of
your city; if you are unable to pray in your city, pray in the field; if you are unable to pray in the field, pray in your home; if
you are unable to pray in your home, pray on your couch; if you are unable to pray on your couch, meditate in your heart.”
The top rung of the prayer ladder is community. Every time we return the Torah to the ark, we sing the words of King
David—“Magnify God with me and let us praise God’s name together.”
We can experience the apex of Jewish communal prayer on Friday, December 8 and Saturday, December 9 as
thousands of Reform Jews celebrate Shabbat at the URJ (Union for Reform Judaism) Biennial Convention in Boston.
Those of you who have attended in the past know the indescribable power of worshipping with countless lay leaders,
clergy and synagogue professionals. It is waitlist only at the moment but I hope you will consider adding your name
(www.urj.org/biennial, under the tab “Ways to Participate,” then “Boston Community”) to join the many from Temple
Shalom already planning to attend this spiritual wonder of the world!
The conclusion of the URJ Biennial Convention transitions perfectly into the start of Chanukah two days later. It gives us
just enough time to do last-minute shopping for candles, gifts and ingredients for the all-important latkes. It will be a week
of celebrating together at Temple Shalom. Two highlights are a participation by Shir Shalom in the Shabbat service on
Friday evening, December 15, and a special concert on Sunday afternoon, December 17. Bonim has partnered again
with the Music Committee, this time bringing a superb Jewish choir, Koleinu, back to Temple after many years. This late
afternoon concert will be followed by a wine and cheese reception and we very much hope you will be there to enjoy it all
with us!
Cantor Peter Halpern

Temple Shalom Members:
Are you already registered
to come to the Biennial?
Remember—
the bus to the Hynes Convention Center
for the Shabbat service
on Friday evening, December 8,
leaves at 6 p.m. from our temple parking lot
and will return around 11 p.m.

There’s more…Sunday, December 10. No registration required!
Just days before Chanukah, the entire Boston community is invited to shop
at a world-class exhibit hall featuring over 150 vendors.
Music and entertainment too!
10 a.m.–2 p.m.
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President Scott Birnbaum
That’s (not) funny,
you don’t look Jewish.
The punchline, “That’s funny, you don’t look Jewish,” is the product of jokes of another era;
for example, a 1965 episode of Johnny Carson when Ed Ames taught Johnny how to throw
a tomahawk (watch it on YouTube), was even parodied in the Beatles’ 1968 movie,
“Yellow Submarine,” when the Chief Blue Meanie asks the Beatles, “Are you Bluish? You
don’t look Bluish.”
What do we expect a Jew to look like? Woody Allen? Barbara Streisand? Gal Gadot? As we are the sum of our experiences,
we each have an expectation of what a Jew “typically” looks like—in other words, a stereotype. But, many Jews do not
conform to that stereotype, in looks, accent or even political viewpoint. The absorption of non-Ashkenazi populations in Israel
from Arab-speaking lands such as Yemen and Iraq, not to mention Beta Israel (Ethiopian) communities, has been difficult,
even traumatic.
But what about us, in the United States and at Temple Shalom? Recent studies suggest that between 10 and 20% of Jews
in the United States are non-White. The same statistic probably applies to Temple Shalom. Black, Brown, or Asian Jews do
not conform to a stereotypical (i.e., Ashkenazic) appearance. Frankly, I cannot imagine any of our members intentionally
saying anything hurtful to a non-White Jewish member, spouse, child, or guest, including the “That’s funny, you don’t look…”
line. But, the sad fact is that our casual words or expressions may inadvertently convey the same idea to a Jew of color: Do
you really belong here? This is hardly the model of being a
welcoming and inclusive community that we strive for.

Temple Shalom
Vision and Values
Our Vision

As a congregational family,
Temple Shalom is committed to
making each person feel
welcome and at home.
We do this in a personal way
by getting to know each member
of our community, one at a time,
and in doing so help everyone find a place
in Temple Shalom’s dynamic and
supportive Jewish community.

Our Values
We participate together in the religious,
educational, and communal life
of our congregation
as we live the values of Lifelong Learning,
Enriching Spirituality,
Building Community,
Repairing the World,
Deepening our Relationship with Israel,
and Sustaining Jewish Continuity.

Internships are great learning experiences sandwiched
between college and “the real world.” My daughter, Hannah,
had a wonderful internship a few years ago that profoundly
changed her career path. What’s more, it was eye-opening
for me too. Hannah was a research assistant for Professor
Mahzarin Banaji, a social psychologist at Harvard, who
studies the hidden biases that everyone carries with them
from a lifetime of experiences with social groups, including
age, gender, race, sexuality, etc. She is credited as one of
the creators of the Implicit Association Test, or IAT, which
“measures attitudes and beliefs that people may be
unwilling or unable to report.” By capturing the immediate,
knee-jerk reactions to images and words, one’s hidden
biases are revealed. Until I took the IAT online, I genuinely
believed I did not have a prejudiced bone in my body. I was
chagrined to learn that I harbored subconscious biases and
prejudices. Hannah tells me that learning about one’s
implicit biases is the first step in recognizing the persistent
problem of stereotyping and prejudice around us.
So, here’s my pitch. First, take the IAT. It’s online and it’s
free: www.implicit.harvard.edu. See whether you harbor
any unconscious biases based on race, sexual orientation,
etc. Second, be on the lookout for an announcement of
learning opportunities in this area that we hope to bring to
Temple Shalom in the near future. Third, be aware of the
rich diversity in our community which cuts across so many
demographics. Acknowledging our differences, rather than
ignoring them, can be a source of strength for our
community. And finally, no more bad jokes.
Scott Birnbaum

Page 4

Executive Director
Ellie Klein Goldman

I recently met with a family, new to the Newton area, who heard about the welcoming
community at Temple Shalom and our innovative learning programs for children. This
family had moved several times in recent years following job changes and they were
anxious to put down roots.
As their children read books with a staff person in our library, I learned from the parents that their love of Judaism was
strong but their financial resources were extremely limited. They wanted very much for their children to have a Jewish
education, and for their family to be part of a Jewish community. They were embarrassed to tell me that they could pay very
little toward membership. It was a pleasure to be able to say that all are welcome here, regardless of wealth and that we
would make it work. We found a number that was comfortable for them and two adults cried tears of joy in my office. They
literally cried.
That was actually not the first time people had shed tears of appreciation in my office after learning that they could be
members here despite limited income. I am humbled that I get to be the person to witness such love of Jewish life and
synagogue membership; after all, it is not my dollars or generosity that makes it possible. I am able to have those
conversations thanks to the donations of many in our congregation to the Sustaining Membership program. Sustaining
Members are the guardian angels of this community and they make it possible for us to open our doors to hundreds of
families who do not have the means to afford full membership. It is only because of Sustaining Membership that I am able to
say to families, “We can make it work.”
Becoming a Sustaining Member is very easy: Simply pledge an amount above and beyond your regular dues amount to the
Sustaining Membership program. That’s it. The typical gift is $250–1,000, but we do have a number of families who pledge
far above the cost of a standard family membership in order to relieve the financial burden of those most in need. Last year,
there were 167 families who contributed to our Sustaining Membership program. This year, we would like to increase that
number by 50 new families—a lofty goal of almost 30% but one that we feel confident can be done. If your family is able to
contribute this year to help support families in need, please consider a gift. Letters from our Sustaining Membership
committee chairs, Gary Fertig and Mark Gottesman, have recently arrived in your mailbox with pledge cards. All Sustaining
Members will be warmly thanked for their generosity during the Sustaining Membership dinner on April 8, 2018.
L’shalom,
Ellie Klein Goldman

Honored by the Greater Community
Rabbi Laura Abrasley

Chosen as leaders
at the URJ Biennial!

has been selected as a Fellow
of the Global Justice Fellowship 2017–2018 program
by the American Jewish World Service.
The AJWS Global Justice Fellowship is a selective program
designed to inspire, educate and train key opinion leaders in
the American Jewish community to become advocates in
support of U.S. policies that will help improve the lives of
people in the developing world. AJWS has launched the latest
Global Justice Fellowship program, which will include leading
rabbis from across the United States. The fellowship period is
from October 2017–April 2018 and includes innovative training
followed by travel to an AJWS country in Mesoamerica, during
which participants will learn from grassroots activists working
to overcome poverty and injustice.

Cantor Peter Halpern will lead t’filah (worship) before the
plenary session on Thursday, December 7, 5:15–6:15 p.m.
Presenters:
Ellie Klein Goldman, Executive Director, Temple Shalom.
Lisa Berman, Mikveh & Education Director, Mayyim Hayyim.
Julie Vanek, Director, Jewish Learning Connections, CJP.
Exhibitor:
Ed Case, Founder, Interfaith Family.
We are thrilled they have been given these great honors.

Yasher Koach!

Mazel Tov, Rabbi Abrasley!
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Families with Young Children

Musical Matzah Balls
Saturday, December 16
10–11 a.m.
Ages 0–5

Tot Shabbat Halleilu
Fridays, December 1 and January 5
5:30–7 p.m.
Ages 0–Grade 2

Join our experienced music teacher,
Jackie Nudelman, for musical
Saturday mornings with a Jewish twist!
Free and no registration necessary.

5:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Little Explorers
Sundays, December 17 and January 21
10–11 a.m.
Ages 1.9–5 years
This program is for families to learn, laugh, and
explore hands-on topics together. Led by our
wonderful Nursery School teacher, Jen Castro,
we invite you to come explore our monthly themes!

Becca Yudkoff, Program Director for
Families with Young Children
byudkoff@templeshalom.org
617-332-9550 x22
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Tot Shabbat Halleilu
Family Dinner
Shabbat Club
& Shabbat Halleilu

Nursery School
Lucy Banerji, Director

Rituals and celebrations have the
power to shape everyday routines into
times
that
build
meaningful
connections
and
bonds
among
children, families and teachers to
create and strengthen a sense
of community.
Children need structure and routine.
The adult world can be busy,
unpredictable and at times scary.
These rituals, and their repetitive
nature and consistency, help us feel
anchored, comfortable and safe.
Every Thursday, TSNS students
mix and knead their challah dough.
On Friday morning, the dough has
risen and is ready to be shaped into
challot (plural of challah).

It is a special pleasure to make
your own challah, to sweeten it
with sugar and raisins, and to bake
and bring it home to share with
your family!

Stable routines help children develop
feelings of security, trust and
independence; they serve as a
protective factor against stressful
pressures of a fast-paced life.
Meaningful shared rituals bring a
sense of connectedness to others
and ourselves.
At the Temple Shalom Nursery School,
children enjoy thoughtful celebrations
of Shabbat and Havdalah. Making
challah from scratch, participating
in blessing rituals, inviting families
to join in and share meaningful
moments
with
children
create
important pauses in daily routines, and
invite reflection and deep appreciation
of close relationships among children,
families, teachers, and the larger
Temple community.
Lucy Banerji
Nursery School Director

Bottom photos: The children love to revisit their experience of challah
making and lighting Shabbat candles in their pretend play. Judaic artifacts
and objects are often included into children’s play.
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Four photos above: On Fridays,
families join the children to celebrate
the joy of Shabbat.

Liz Corman Shiro
Director of Education
SHACHARIT has had a fabulous start to the year—216 kids are enrolled in Grades K–6!
We are proud of our thoughtful and caring team of educators who are working this year
to support children as they explore their connection to Judaism and Temple Shalom.
Here are some highlights so far:
• Kindergarten kids have been creating new friendships and learning about the holidays.
• 1st graders explored our Sukkah.
• 2nd graders were introduced to a Hebrew mnemonic system to help them learn their letters (Shin shakes right).
• 3rd graders created self-portraits as they begin to explore Jewish identity.
• 4th graders explored the purpose of prayers through the lens of “Wow! Thanks! Please!”
• 5th graders made beautiful illuminated manuscripts.
• 6th graders spent a beautiful fall weekend at Eisner Camp where they learned about Jewish lifecycles and created
beautiful cakes representing what they learned.
• With Tinker and Create http://www.tinkerandcreate.com/, some 5th and 6th graders learned how to code a digital
game! Students created an interactive game where they get to be the Maccabees and rededicate the Temple.
• Participants in our Papercutting chug (workshop) made beautiful papercuts.
• Our Parent Advisory Committee continues to help support community building through our Shabbat dinner programming,
Game Night and upcoming Chanukah celebration.
• Parenting Through a Jewish Lens met this fall to teach parents how to incorporate Jewish values into their parenting.
Our SHACHARIT Education Program is growing and we are thankful to the parents and lay leaders of our community who
support our program. We are thrilled that SHACHARIT is an innovative, warm and inclusive environment for so many
children and families.

December and January at SHACHARIT
Taste of Camp After Dark

December 2, 5:15 p.m.
All the fun of Taste of Camp, at night! Drop your K–5 kids off at the temple for dinner and activities
while you enjoy an evening out. Babysitting available for younger children, and you do not need to be registered for weekly
Taste of Camp to attend. More info and registration online.

Inclusion Support Group

December 3, 10:15 a.m.
This group is a safe place for parents to express frustrations and concerns about their children and families,
and get advice from other parents who understand.

Grade 5 Parent Meeting

December 10, 10 a.m.
Come together with other Grade 5 parents and Temple Shalom staff and clergy
to talk more about Grade 6 SHACHARIT.

Consecration Shabbat

January 5
There is a family dinner for Grade 1 families at 5:45 p.m. The special ceremony, during our Shabbat congregational service,
celebrates the consecration of our kids in Grade 1 and is open to all.

Grades 3–6 Shabbat Dinner
January 19, 5:45 p.m.

Join us for a delicious dinner, followed by the congregational Shabbat Halleilu service.
New this year, if you can't make it to dinner, we will have a special SHACHARIT Oneg following services! Register online.

Grade 6 Learning Service

January 27, 10:30 a.m.
Grade 6 families are invited to attend an experiential B’nai Mitzvah service
to ask questions and understand what will happen on your child’s big day. Shabbat lunch to follow.
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Adult Kallah...Adult Learning...Adult Fun!
Join us for Temple Shalom’s Annual Adult Kallah
A Gathering of Prayer, Study, Song, Great Food, and Friendship
Friday, January 19–Sunday, January 21, 2018
Wylie Inn & Conference Center in Beverly, MA

Come join us to worship, study, sing, dine, and enjoy an opportunity to meet old
and new friends within your Temple Shalom family. Kallah means gathering. Held
at the Wylie Inn & Conference Center, on the grounds of Endicott College in
Beverly, we will gather to share Shabbat, and learn and laugh as a community of
friends. Our weekend will begin with Shabbat dinner on Friday evening, and will
conclude with lunch on Sunday.

Rabbi Becky Silverstein, (shown in photo at left) who will serve as our first
Rabbi-in-Residence at this year’s Adult Kallah, believes in the power of
community, Torah and silliness in transforming the world. Becky is
passionate about building Jewish communities (and a world) that invite,
allow and encourage people to bring all of their identities into them.

Come learn with us. $260 per person double occupancy, $275 per person
single occupancy. Scholarships are available for those who wish to
participate but who are unable to do so for financial reasons. Please sign
up online on the Temple website or return the registration form below to
the Temple office.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Please register me/us for the 2018 Temple Shalom Adult Kallah:
Name(s)
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Phone_________________________Email____________________________________________________
______$260/person, double occupancy
______$275, single occupancy
______TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED
____I would like a roommate. Please put me in a room with _______________________________________
____I have special dietary needs (please attach an explanation)
The final deadline for Kallah Registration is January 9, 2018.
Checks should be made payable to Temple Shalom and sent to the temple, marked “Adult Kallah.”
For more info, please call Rabbi Allison Berry or Ellie Klein Goldman at the temple at (617) 332-9550.
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Shabbat Happenings
Kabbalat Shabbat

Shabbat Morning

Shabbat Halleilu Services

Fridays, December 1 and January 5 at 6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Halleilu, a spirited service in song, is held the first
Friday of every month at 6:30 p.m. Temple Shalom’s
Shabbat Halleilu Band accompanies the worship. This
service is appropriate for all ages. Children are welcome
and invited to lead HaMotzi, the blessing over the challot
(two challahs) at the conclusion of the service. The service
is preceded by our Shalom Nosh at 6 p.m. and followed by
an Oneg Shabbat at 7:30 p.m. “Shabbat Club” babysitting is
provided and free of charge.

FwYC Tot Shabbat Halleilu
(Ages 0–Grade 2)

Shabbat Mind:
Mindfulness and Meditation

Saturdays, December 2 and January 6 at 9 a.m.
Join us monthly for an hour of Shabbat-inspired stillness
and reflection led by members of our own community.
Included will be guided imagery, meditation, discussion,
and sharing. Appropriate for experienced meditators and
those new to meditation as well. No registration required.
Shabbat Mind occurs monthly—October through June—on
the first Shabbat of the month. Check the Temple Shalom
calendar to confirm dates.

Minyan and Torah Study

Fridays, December 1 and January 5
5:30 p.m.
Tot Shabbat Halleilu Service
6 p.m.
FwYC Family Dinner
6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Club babysitting and
Shabbat Halleilu Congregational Service
7:30 p.m.
Oneg Shabbat
Come to all or any part of the night!

Every Saturday at 9 a.m.
A lay-led minyan service is held every Saturday morning at
9 a.m. in the Rothman Chapel. The service is followed by a
light breakfast and Torah study.

Grades 3–6 Shabbat Dinner

More on Minyan

Friday, January 19 at 5:45 p.m.
See SHACHARIT on page 8 for more details.

Shir Shalom Volunteer Choir
Singing at Shabbat Services
Friday, December 15 and January 26 at 6:30 p.m.
See Music page on page 18 for more details.

Homebound? Dial in
to Shabbat Services!

For our members who are unable to be present at
Shabbat services held in the Sanctuary, Temple Shalom
offers the option of listening to Shabbat services via
telephone. While you are unable to be physically present,
you may connect with your community by hearing
and experiencing any Shabbat service taking place in
the Sanctuary.
To take advantage of this option, call (800) 846-4808 at
the time of the service. When prompted, enter 99955000
on your phone. You will be connected to the line
transmitting the Temple Shalom service. After you call the
first time, your number will be recognized and you will no
longer need to enter the code. The temple pays all phone
charges for this service.
We hope you can be here in person—but when you can’t,
we hope you can “be here” by phone!

What is Shabbat Minyan?
on page 19

B’nai Mitzvah

A Saturday morning Shabbat service will be held at
10:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary, with a Torah service led by
our B’nai Mitzvah students:
December 2
December 9
December 16
January 6
January 13
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Lauren Drezner
Jonah Leibholz
Daniel Diamond
Amelia Newstadt
Sarah Morrow and Sage Pollack

Celebrate Chanukah and Shabbat Together!

A Path from Creation to Dedication

We are about to celebrate the completion of two new brilliantly designed Torah mantles for Temple Shalom. These
magnificent covers will dress the Torah scrolls that live in our Rothman Chapel. Each of these Torah scrolls has a history
and a journey of its own. And now, they will have exquisite mantles that carry meaningful images chosen to embellish and
honor the sacred scrolls themselves.

The mantle on the left will cover the larger Torah, the Commemorative Torah, which arrived in 1960 as a
gift from Aaron N. Solomon in memory of William and Millicent K. Solomon. The design maintains the
architectural language of the V-shaped menorah that can be seen throughout the temple building, as
well as in the designs of the three Torah mantles in the Sanctuary, and in the Temple Shalom logo.
Creation is the central theme of the design, drawn from Genesis. Each color block depicts a day of
Creation, from the separation of light and darkness to the creation of plants, birds and all living things.
The candle in the center of the mantle is symbolic of the lights of Shabbat. Its shape echoes the candle
motif in the etched glass of the ark in the Rothman Chapel. The rainbow colors were chosen to be bold
and fresh and emphasize the diversity within our congregation.
The mantle on the right was designed to cover the smaller Yellin/Brant Torah. This
Torah scroll is shared with Temple Shalom by Renee Brant and her family. It
travelled across oceans and countries, from Poland in the late 1800s, to Canada,
and eventually to the United States, and later to Temple Shalom. The design uses
the same menorah motif and inverts it to create a geometric Tree of Life with its branches mirroring the
roots. Visually, the colors acknowledge sunrise and sunset, and the rainbow-colored background
connects it to the Commemorative Torah mantle, as they will live in the Rothman Chapel ark together.
The variegated leaf weaving its way around each of the branches is the leaf of Tradescancia,
commonly known as the Wandering Jew plant. This leaf pays homage to the wandering Torah.
Work to create these Torah mantles began almost three years ago as part of the Celebrating Creation
program sponsored by the Anita Winer Open Your Eyes Fund. But what really happens when a temple
community like ours takes on a major project like this? What does it take to be able to bring these
beautiful pieces of art into our Temple home where they will be dedicated on December 15, and
treasured for generations to come? It takes:
• Someone with a vision and belief in the importance of this work;
• Professional artists who create text-inspired designs for Jewish ritual objects;
• Talented members of the community who as artists themselves are able to adapt and redesign the project as it evolves;
• Dedicated volunteers who shepherd a huge project through all the bumps and complications;
• A committed team of clergy who offer guidance, wisdom and support at every step along the way;
• Many, many hard-working members of the community who stitch and stitch and stitch;
• A group of people who believe in the power of the arts to enhance Jewish life and learning.
Many thanks to all those men, women and children in our community who have lent their hands and their hearts to the
making of something rich and meaningful, and to all who have donated generously to support the arts at Temple Shalom.
Note: More detail on the designs and materials used in the Torah mantles, and the history of the Yellin/Brant Torah can be
found on the Temple website at www.templeshalom.org/openyoureyes.
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Community
High Holy Days Food Drive… 1 Bag + 1 Bag + 1 Bag. . .
“Share your bread with the hungry . . . .” —Isaiah 58:7

On Kol Nidre and Yom Kippur, our Temple Shalom congregants filled and returned the brown paper bags they received on
their seats at Rosh Hashanah services. The donations were collected in a truck parked in front of the temple and delivered
to the Newton Food Pantry, which serves 750–950 Newton residents a month. Our food donation is the largest single
donation that the pantry gets over the course of the year. People did a great job in donating items that were badly needed.
The following day, with little publicity, about 45 Temple Shalom volunteers and their friends and family (unprecedented
numbers) gathered at the pantry to help with sort food and supplies for later distribution to the hungry in our community.
Why? Several members said they were moved to act because of Rabbi
Abrasley's sermon.
Thank you also to the Goodwin
family who donated the bags, and
to Kyle Goodwin who did this as
his Bar Mitzvah project.

Thanks to the 45 Temple Shalom volunteers, many
shown here, who came out to unload and sort our
donation in support of the Newton Food Pantry.

Let the sorting begin!

One Can of Tuna and
a Box of Crackers

At this time of year when we gather to celebrate
Chanukah and eat with families and friends, there are
many in our community who cannot put enough nutritious
food on their tables. Please remember to bring a can of
tuna and/or a box of whole
grain crackers to place in the
collection basket in either lobby
of the temple. You can also
contact Julie Youdovin at
julieandjustin@gmail.com or
(617) 795-2607 to make other
donation arrangements.
Temple Shalom has an ongoing
commitment of 80 cans of tuna
and 60 boxes of whole wheat
crackers per month.

Family Table is the largest kosher food pantry in New
England and is run by Jewish Family and Child Services
(JF&CS). It is currently serving almost 650 individuals every
month. Last year, it provided more than 17,000 bags of
groceries. Each household receives a complete set of
healthy groceries, including the whole grain crackers and
tuna that we provide, fresh produce, personal hygiene
items, and Jewish holiday and ritual items. Thank you!
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Engagement Committee
As co-chairs of Temple Shalom’s Engagement Committee, we
spend a lot of time thinking about deepening the connections
within our community. Rabbi Berry’s sermon on inclusion during
Rosh Hashanah spoke to our Mission of Engagement and got
us thinking about what each of us can do to make Temple
Shalom a more welcoming and inclusive home.
We are an amazing, diverse congregation, and it is truly up to
all of us to make everyone feel included. Often, we hear
comments from congregants about obstacles they have
experienced and we want to share some. We have heard that it
is sometimes difficult for single individuals to come to an event
and feel included. We have heard that families and individuals
are reluctant to attend an event because they don’t feel they
know anyone. We have seen people sitting alone at tables when no one comes to invite them to join a larger group. We
have all seen people who look like they are strangers to our building and need someone to reach out, say hello, and ask if
they need help.
To make our community truly inclusive and welcoming, we all need to open our eyes and look around us. Each time we
reach out to connect with someone, we not only may make another individual feel more comfortable, but we may open a
new relationship for ourselves.
If you have any ideas, suggestions or concerns for our committee, we welcome you to join us or just drop us an email.
Thank you in advance for your help in bringing Rabbi Berry’s words to life.
Sharon Sholkin
sholkinsharon39@gmail.com

Pam Platten
pmplatten1@gmail.com

Want to Make a Kulanu Needs You
Difference? Volunteer!

Whether you belong to the LGBTQ community or not,

Looking for a way to get involved at Temple Shalom and to
build relationships with new people? There are ample
opportunities to build a deeper connection with others while
helping the kehillah (congregation). Opportunities for
involvement range from one-time-only activities to ongoing
involvement with one of our committees or groups.
Here are some of the many ways you may volunteer:
• Join a Temple committee;
• Usher at a Friday night service;
• Help with a Caring Community initiative and support
congregants during difficult times and joyous occasions;
• Participate in one of the Social Action Committee’s
numerous volunteer opportunities throughout the year,
such as Mitzvah Mall, food drives, etc.;
• Volunteer at one of our many programs, such as
SHACHARIT Purim Palooza.

If you would like to become involved or find out more about
a particular group or committee, please look at the many
choices
on
the
“Get
Involved”
tab
at
www.templeshalom.org or contact our Director of
Engagement, Lori Leiderman, at lori@templeshalom.org
or (617) 332-9550, who will be happy to help.

•Would you like to raise community awareness of
LGBTQ issues?
•Do you care about inclusion of our Temple
LGBTQ members?
•Are you interested in helping to plan events?

Kulanu is a group that promotes inclusion of our LGBTQ
members and increases our knowledge of issues which
concern them.
The time commitment is minimal. If you are willing to help
this season, please contact Cantor Peter Halpern at
phalpern@templeshalom.org.

Page 13

Page 14

11
3:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7 p.m.
Spirituality Discussion Group
7:30 p.m.
Book Club (offsite)

10
URJ Biennial

25
Christmas Day

24
No SHACHARIT

No SHACHARIT

31
New Year’s Eve

3:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7 p.m.
Garden Club

9:30 a.m.
SHACHARIT
10 a.m.
Parenting…a Jewish Lens
10 a.m.
Li'l Explorers
Noon
Taste of Camp
4 p.m.
Koleinu Concert &
Reception

Temple Shalom closed
Nursery School closed

18
Chanukah

17
Chanukah

9:30 a.m.
SHACHARIT
10 a.m.
Grade 5 Parent Meeting
Noon
Taste of Camp

4
3:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew

Monday

3
9 a.m.
Mitzvah Mall
9:30 a.m.
SHACHARIT
10 a.m.
Parenting…a Jewish Lens
10:15 a.m.
Inclusion Support Group
Noon
Taste of Camp
5:30 p.m.
Confirmation Dinner

Sunday

Temple Shalom

26
Nursery School closed

10 a.m.
Nursery School Open House
2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7 p.m.
Mussar: Ongoing Practice
7:30 p.m.
Mussar: Everyday Holiness

19
Chanukah

2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
4:30 p.m.
MINCHA
6:30 p.m.
MA'ARIV
7 p.m.
Mussar: Ongoing Practice

12
Erev Chanukah

5
2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
4:30 p.m.
MINCHA
6:30 p.m.
MA'ARIV
7:30 p.m.
Mussar: Everyday Holiness

Tuesday

27
Nursery School closed

2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7:30 p.m.
Board of Trustees

20
Chanukah

2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
6 p.m.
Music Committee
Working Dinner
7:30 p.m.
Shir Shalom Rehearsal
7:30 p.m.
Executive Committee

1 p.m.
Mah Jongg

28
Nursery School closed

21
Noon
Lunch & Learn:
The Bible Doesn’t Say That...
1 p.m.
Mah Jongg
2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew

8 a.m.
Development Committee
Noon
Downtown Study:
The Bible Doesn’t Say That...
1 p.m.
Mah Jongg
2:30p
Small Group Hebrew

14
Chanukah

8 a.m.
Development Committee
1 p.m.
Mah Jongg
2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7:30 p.m.
Never Worry Alone, Part II

10 a.m.
Nursery School Open House
2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
6:30 p.m. (offsite)
FwYC Sip and Sew:
Mom's Night Out at Hipstitch

13
Chanukah

7
URJ Biennial

Thursday

6
URJ Biennial

Wednesday

December 2017
Friday

6 p.m.
Shalom Nosh
6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service

29
Nursery School closed

22
6 p.m.
Shalom Nosh
6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service

9:30 a.m.
Open Your Eyes Committee
6 p.m.
Shalom Nosh
6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service
and Chanukah Celebration
with Shir Shalom
Dedication of Torah Mantles

15
Chanukah

6 p.m.
Shalom Nosh
6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service

8
URJ Biennial

1
5:30 p.m.
Tot Shabbat Halleilu
6 p.m.
FwYC Shabbat Dinner
6 p.m.
Shalom Nosh
6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Halleilu Service

Saturday

30
9 a.m.
Minyan and Torah

23
9 a.m.
Minyan and Torah Study

Chanukah
9 a.m.
Minyan and Torah Study
10 a.m.
Musical Matzah Balls
10:30 a.m.
Bar Mitzvah of Daniel Diamond

16

9 a.m.
Minyan and Torah Study
10:30 a.m.
Bar Mitzvah of Jonah Leibholz

9
URJ Biennial

2
9 a.m.
Minyan and Torah Study
9 a.m.
Shabbat Mind
10:30 a.m.
Bat Mitzvah of Laura Drezner
5:15 p.m.
Taste of Camp After Dark
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Monday

3:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7 p.m.
Garden Club
7:15 p.m.
Film Series

15
Martin Luther King Jr Day

14
No SHACHARIT

29

3:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7:15 p.m.
Film Series

28

9:30 a.m.
SHACHARIT
Noon
Taste of Camp
5:30 p.m.
Confirmation Dinner

9:30 a.m.
SHACHARIT
10 a.m.
Li'l Explorers
Noon
Taste of Camp

22
3:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7 p.m.
Garden Club
(January 8 Snow Date)
7:15 p.m.
Film Series

21
Adult Kallah Weekend

Temple Shalom closed
Nursery School closed

8

9:30 a.m.
SHACHARIT
10 a.m.
Parenting …Jewish Lens
10:30 a.m.
Parent Advisory
Noon
Taste of Camp

Temple Shalom closed
Nursery School closed

1
New Year's Day

7

Sunday

Temple Shalom
Tuesday

2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
4:30 p.m.
MINCHA
6:30 p.m.
MA'ARIV
7 p.m.
Mussar: Ongoing Practice
7:30 p.m.
Mussar: Everyday Holiness

30

16
2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
4:30 p.m.
MINCHA
6:30 p.m.
MA'ARIV
7 p.m.
Mussar: Ongoing Practice
7:15 p.m.
Film Series
7:30 p.m.
Mussar: Everyday Holiness
23
2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
4:30 p.m.
MINCHA
6:30 p.m.
MA'ARIV

2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
4:30 p.m.
MINCHA
6:30 p.m.
MA'ARIV

9

2
2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7 p.m.
Mussar: Ongoing Practice
7:30 p.m.
Mussar: Everyday Holiness

2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew

Tu B’Shevat

31

2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7:30 p.m.
Shir Shalom Rehearsal
7:30 p.m.
Board of Trustees

24
Nursery School closed

17
2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7:30 p.m.
Shir Shalom Rehearsal

2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7:30 p.m.
Shir Shalom Rehearsal
7:30 p.m.
Executive Committee

10

3
2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7:15 p.m.
Music Committee

Wednesday

January 2018
Thursday

25
1 p.m.
Mah Jongg
2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew

18
1 p.m.
Mah Jongg
2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7 p.m.
Spirituality Discussion Group

Noon
Lunch & Learn:
The Bible Doesn’t Say That...
1 p.m.
Mah Jongg
2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7 p.m.
Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class

11

4
Noon
Downtown Study:
The Bible Doesn’t Say
1 p.m.
Mah Jongg
2:30 p.m.
Small Group Hebrew
7 p.m.
Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class

Friday

26
6 p.m.
Shalom Nosh
6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Shira Service
With Shir Shalom

5:45 p.m.
Grades 3–6 Shabbat
6 p.m.
Shalom Nosh
6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service

19
Adult Kallah Weekend

6 p.m.
Shalom Nosh
6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service

12

5
5:30 p.m.
Tot Shabbat Halleilu
6 p.m.
FwYC Shabbat Dinner
5:45 p.m.
Grade 1 Families’
Consecration Dinner
6 p.m.
Shalom Nosh
6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Halleilu Service

Saturday

27
9 a.m.
Minyan and Torah Study
10:30 a.m.
Grade 6 Learning Service

9 a.m.
Minyan and Torah Study

20
Adult Kallah Weekend

9 a.m.
Minyan and Torah Study
10:30 a.m.
B’not Mitzvah of
Sarah Morrow and
Sage Pollack

13

6
9 a.m.
Minyan and Torah Study
9 a.m.
Shabbat Mind
10:30 a.m.
Bat Mitzvah of
Amelia Newstadt

Sisterhood of Temple Shalom presents

Never Worry Alone
Part II:
Recognizing Mental Health
Needs of Older Adults
and Their Caregivers
Thursday, December 7
7:30–9 p.m.

Many of us face the challenges of managing mental health issues of the older adults in our family and
community. Please join us as we engage in conversation about the “red flags” and discuss actions we can take.
Noted local mental health professionals will lead a discussion with Q&A:
• Marsha Frankel, LICSW, Geriatric mental health clinician, returning panelist from Never Worry Alone, 2016.
• Karen Wasserman, LICSW, Director, Your Elder Experts
This program is free and open to the public.

Spirituality
Discussion Group

Book Club

Monday, December 11 at 7:30 p.m.
Temple Shalom Book Club’s second literary adventure
for this season is “Miss Burma” by Charmaine Craig. Set in
Monday, December 11 and Thursday, January 18
Burma just before the outbreak of World War II and beyond,
at 7 p.m.
“Miss Burma” tells in epic and mesmerizing fashion the story
of modern day Burma through the eyes of one family.
Are you interested in exploring some of the spiritual aspects
of your life? If so, please join us at the Spirituality
In a review of Craig’s second novel,
Discussion Group.
Kirkus Reviews said:
“Rich and layered, a complex weaving
of national and personal trauma . . .
Craig has written a captivating second
novel that skillfully moves from
moments of quiet intimacy and
introspection to passages portraying
the swift evolution of political events
as multiple groups and nations vie
for control of Burma's future.
Mesmerizing and haunting.”

This open and welcoming group meets monthly for
meditation, guided imagery, discussion, and sharing.
Topics for this year will include: Forgiveness; Prayer; the
Spirituality of Reading and Poetry; Self-Compassion; and
Spirituality during Dark Times. Also, we will have visits from
the clergy who will share with us some of their favorite
spirituality-related topics.
For more information, email karen@spacetobreathe.net.

Our always lively discussion, to be led by Judy Di Leo and
Marty Kretsch, will commence at 7:30 p.m. at their home,
84 Leeson Lane, Newton Centre, (617) 965-3192. Book Club
meetings are open to all Temple Shalom members.
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Anita Winer Open Your Eyes Fund for the Arts
Friday December 15: Don’t miss the Friday night Chanukah service when we will dedicate and celebrate
the completion of two new brilliant and beautiful Torah mantles. These vibrantly colored mantles will dress
our sacred Torah scrolls in the Rothman Chapel. Even Torahs and their covers have stories to tell! (See
article on page 11.)

Let’s Build a Stronger Temple Shalom Community . . . One Story At a Time.

SAVE THE DATES: Where did your family come from? Do you have an ancestor or mentor who inspires you? What was
your family’s journey to Temple Shalom? What ROOTS you in a sense of community of purpose?
Starting in February, Storyteller-in-Residence Cindy Rivka Marshall will offer a series of three workshops that
can help you find your story. Learn about oral story-telling or how to make a video story. Temple Shalom will
hold a community “Moth”-style Story Slam on Erev Shavuot, Saturday, May 19 at 7:30 p.m. to tell your
story. Cindy will offer individual coaching sessions later in May. Each workshop is unique, so you can attend
one or all three. Register on the Temple website. Space is limited.
Sunday, February 11 at 2 p.m. “In The Beginning: A Workshop in Story Creation.” What goes into making an effective
story? Discover the kernel of a story that is important to you. If you wish to explore family stories about particular people or
places, come with photos.
Thursday March 8 at 7:30 p.m. “What’s Your Angle? A Workshop in Finding Your Point of View.”
Explore different storytelling approaches to point of view, character development and the choices a
storyteller can make in how to present a story. Participants will leave with supportive feedback on how to
craft an even stronger story.
Sunday April 8 at 2 p.m. or Tuesday April 10 at 7:30 p.m. “What’s Your Story: Get Ready to Tell.”
This session will help you polish your story and get ready to share it with family or friends. If you would like
to tell your story at the Temple Shalom "Moth"-style Story Slam on Erev Shavuot, Saturday, May 19 at 7:30 p.m., this
session is required. Choose the date that works best for you.

Come Play Maj!

Garden
Club

Do you play mah jongg?
Would you like to learn how to play mah jongg?
Temple Shalom now has a weekly game
on Thursdays at 1 p.m.
Seasoned players are welcome as well as beginners.
For more information, please contact Amelia Brock
at amelia.brock52@gmail.com.

Garden Club members and
guests enjoyed a lecture and
demonstration on “Propagating
Perennials” in October. We
took home new and unusual plants to place in our gardens
this past fall, and the knowledge to divide our perennials in
the spring for our Temple Shalom Garden Club plant sale.
Our Fourth Annual Holiday Celebration on December 18 at
7 p.m. features a friendly-team, floral-design competition
between members, a potluck menu, much socializing, and
an auction of our creations. It is open to guests.
On January 8 (snow date January 22),we are having a
lecture "designing a multi-season, shade garden" by the
Garden Club Federation Master Gardener, Paul Steen.

Interfaith Connection

Interfaith Connection partners with other committees and
groups at Temple Shalom to bring you programs that
celebrate the diversity of our congregation—Jews by birth
and by choice, non-Jewish partners and spouses, LGBTQ
and straight, multi-racial families, individuals of all ages
and of all abilities. For more information, contact Susan
Opdyke at orc@templeshalom.org.

We welcome new members. Come join us and learn about
gardening and flower arrangement, as well as the many
events and educational activities offered through the
Garden Club Federation of Massachusetts For details,
please contact either co-president:
Susan Lunin, Suzylunin@gmail.com or
Joanne Lyons, Joanne.lyons@comcast.net.
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Bonim and
Music Committee
present in concert

Koleinu
Boston’s Jewish Community Chorus
and Cantor

Peter Halpern

Special appearance by Rabbi Allison Berry
Sunday, December 17 at 4 p.m.
Music by composer Frederick Piket
A setting of Psalm 29 by 19th-century composer Emil Jonas

Music by prolific composer and arranger, Bonia Shur
A.W. Binder’s beautiful Hashkiveinu

Koleinu (“Our Voice”) performs a wide range of sacred, secular, traditional, and contemporary Jewish choral works. In its
16th season, the chorus has sung at the North American Jewish Choral Festival, the Boston Jewish Music Festival, the New
England Holocaust Memorial, and in many Boston-area concerts and collaborations. Directed by Carol Marton, Koleinu is known
for its spirited performances, excellent repertoire and the high musical standards it maintains as a non-audition ensemble.
Wine and cheese reception following concert.
A Suggested Contribution of $18 will be accepted at the door.
Sign up online at www.templeshalom.org/koleinu.

Shabbat Halleilu
Fridays, December 1 and January 5 at 6:30 p.m.
This spirited service in song is held the first Friday of every month, with the
Shabbat Halleilu Band accompanying the worship. This service is appropriate for
all ages.
Shir Shalom Sings
Friday, December 15 at 6:30 p.m.
Please join us as Temple Shalom’s volunteer choir sings at our Shabbat of
Dedication service. (See ad on page 11).
Koleinu
Sunday, December 17 at 4 p.m.
Boston’s Jewish Community Chorus presents its annual Winter Concert at Temple
Shalom, featuring Cantor Peter Halpern. Special appearance by Rabbi Allison
Berry. Co-sponsored by Bonim and the Music Committee. (See ad this page)
Shabbat Shira
Friday, January 26 at 6:30 p.m.
Please join us as Cantor Halpern offers a sermon-in-song, and Rabbi Berry and
Shir Shalom, Temple Shalom’s volunteer choir, sing at this “Shabbat of Song”
evening service.
GRAMMY nominee Rabbi Jeffrey Summit
Sunday, February 11 at 2 p.m.
A story of hope and faith that challenges stereotypes of race, religion and
culture…” Don’t miss this engaging presentation about the music of the Ugandan
Jews and much more!
Thinking about joining the Shir Shalom choir? Come to one of our rehearsals.
We usually meet twice a month on Wednesdays, 7:30–9 p.m. in the Rothman
Chapel. Upcoming rehearsals are December 13, January 10, 17, 24.
•
•
•

Follow Music at Temple Shalom on the Temple website at
www.templeshalom.org/our-community/music-at-temple-shalom.
Listen to our CD “Temple Shalom Sings: A Celebration of Shabbat.”
Read upcoming Bulletins for more details on these and other music events!

For more info, contact Cantor Peter Halpern at phalpern@templeshalom.org or
Nadine Broude, Music Chair, at music@templeshalom.org.
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at Temple Shalom

Music in December and January

Film Series

Monday, January 8–March 19, 2018 at 7:15 p.m.
Relationships lie at the core of every film ever made. Without the dynamic of people (and even cartoon characters) acting
and reacting within the film’s framework, one would be left with a static tableau without any tension, any interaction, and any
development of both the story line and the individuals within the story. This year’s film course is entitled “Relationships” and
explores the subtle differences and pressures inherent in different types of Jewish relationships. At the core of this year’s
course lies the question, “Is there something uniquely Jewish about the relationships shown, and if there is, what makes
it unique?”
Films from around the world have been selected and deal with such diverse relationship combinations as buddies, friends
and families. Films selected for this year’s 10-week series include: “Phoenix,” “Me and the Colonel,” “The Farewell Party,”
and “Gloomy Sunday.”
The series begins on Monday, January 8, and continues weekly through Monday, March 19. Three films will be screened
on Tuesdays because of holidays, and there will be an early February intermission. The 10 films will be screened in the
Shain Room starting at 7:15 p.m.
As was our practice over the past several years, there will be no charge for this year’s series. To get the most benefit from
the series and to develop a more fully rounded understanding of the variety of ways films have explored Jewish
relationships, it is optimal for participants to attend as many screenings as possible and to engage fully in the discussion
which follows each film.

What is Shabbat Minyan?

So she said, “This is a silly question, but what’s this Saturday Morning Minyan you keep talking about?” I replied:

“I believe that there are no silly questions, but I occasionally give silly replies. You have correctly pointed out that we have
not previously described what happens on Saturday morning. Like Caesar’s Gaul, our services are divided into three parts
(my High School Latin is worth at least something).
“Twenty to 40 of us meet for a lay-led Shabbat morning service in the Rothman Chapel at 9 a.m. every Saturday morning
throughout the year (except when the High Holy Days fall on Shabbat). Members sign up to lead the service and we
distribute cards for 10 prayers to members who wish to read one (usually in English). Mourner’s Kaddish is always recited;
we do a lot of singing; and a few times a year, members can also choose to chant Torah. Some people are ‘old timers,’ while
others are new to morning services. We try to make all welcome and comfortable.
“Services usually end around 9:45 a.m., when we adjourn to Room 101 to feast on breakfast food brought by members. At
about 10 a.m., we begin a very interactive Torah study of the week’s parashat (portion), usually led by one of the rabbis.
Some members are ‘Torah experts’ while others are just learning. The important thing is that all comments are welcome. We
end about 10:45 a.m. but some may leave earlier if they have other obligations.
“Most people come for all three parts, but there are a number who enjoy just the service or just the Torah study (and one or
two who drop in for just the food). The most important point is that we love to welcome new people. We have name badges
so you don’t have to memorize people’s names and so we can learn yours. Come and join us.”
And she did!
Fred Cohen
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Humanitarian Refugee Project
Meet Maryam, Mahmoud, Mohamad, and Qusai

Imagine: You arrive in a new country without family and friends, without any understanding of the language, customs,
currency, medical care, and schooling. That’s what two parents and two young children faced last February when they
ended their six-year wait to leave Jordan for the United States. Since then, a dedicated group of almost a dozen
volunteers has worked to solve the massive puzzle of integrating the Syrian natives into American society.
Maryam and Mahmoud are working in the food service industry as they move to financial self-sufficiency. They are
learning English with six hours each of classes per week along with volunteer tutors. Their children, Mohamad and Qusai,
are eagerly absorbing all school has to offer.
Abby Hechtman, Mary Jane Suzman, Stephanie Elkind, Leslie Levine, Howard Sholkin, Laura Towvim, Nancy Horwitz,
Amira Elamri, Lynne Sheller, Theresa Levinson, and Robin Schreier have spent a lot of time and effort introducing the
family to their new home and local traditions.
To join our volunteers helping the Aljasem family, email Abby Hechtman, abbyhechtman@gmail.com.

Halloween face painting:
Mohamad (left), Qusai (right)
Ice cream at beach: Qusai
enjoys his ice cream and day at
Castle Island in Boston

Swan boats: (from front to
back)
Qusai,
Maryam,
Mohamad, and Mahmoud

Caring Community
Volunteers

Calling all
Shalom Stitchers

Caring Community Volunteers provide rides to
Temple Shalom worship services and events,
as well as medical appointments; and support
and connect with congregational families who
may be:
• Celebrating a birth,
• Suffering a loss, or
• Coping with injury or illness.

If you or someone you know needs some help, call the
Temple Shalom office at (617) 332-9550 or email
caringcommunity@templeshalom.org.
Please take a few minutes to think about how you might find
time to deepen your connection with fellow congregants. The
ways we connect and support each other and the time
commitment is totally flexible. Get started today by filling
out
the
online form
at
www.templeshalom.org/
caringcommunity. Please update your areas of interest and
availability even if you have expressed interest or
volunteered in the past. Thank you!

As winter approaches, the Shalom Stitchers are planning
ways to gather together for knitting and crocheting
healing shawls and cold-weather accessories. We
support those within our community as well as those in
the Greater Boston area. Healing shawls symbolize
unconditional love. They enfold and comfort, and give
solace and warmth to those who could use some extra
support. Also, many families in shelters would be grateful
for hats, mittens and scarves.
Folks could work independently from home or meet with
others in homes or at the temple. Terry Wyszkowski has
volunteered to be the clearinghouse for sharing patterns
and coordinating meetup options.
If you are interested or have any questions, please get
in touch with Terry to let her know how you would like
to participate at wyszkowski.terry@gmail.com or
(617) 448-6453
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Generation to Generation
Births

Lily Isabella Bergman
Daughter of Melissa and Daniel Bergman
Sister of Emma and Jacob Bergman
Charles Abraham Bogue
Son of Abigail Rubenstein Bogue and Maxwell Bogue
Grandson of Emily and Eli Rubenstein, Marcia Bogue,
Nancy and Marcus Bogue
Kaya Rose Launcey Haggerty
Daughter of Jessica Rose Freedman and Marc Haggerty
Granddaughter of Peggy Freedman
Sister of Leela Adele Haggerty

B’nai Mitzvah
Daniel Diamond
Son of Steffi Diamond

Lauren Drezner
Daughter of Erika and Daniel Drezner
Jonah Leibholz
Son of Shannon Floyd and Daniel Leibholz
Sarah Morrow
Daughter of Samantha Fox-Morrow and David Morrow
Amelia Newstadt
Daughter of Keith and Elizabeth Newstadt
Sage Pollack
Daughter of Samuel and Stacey Pollack

Engagements

Alexander Rosen to Constance Smith
Son of Carol and Jim Rosen

Weddings

Scott Edinburgh and Caitlin Sacha
Son of Janis and David Edinburgh
Alex Carno Leifer and Brooke Ashley Haines
Son of Ellen Carno and Neil Leifer and
daughter of Ruth and Stephen Haines

Deaths

Our beloved members….
Irma Bronson
Phyllis Levine
Wife of Jack Cynamon
Bertram (Bert) Martinson
Eva Wertheimer
Mother of Janet Wertheimer
We also remember….
Marvin Goldberg
Father of Judith Goldberg
Musia Shirin
Grandmother of Mimi Gross
Bernard Stotsky
Father of Warren Stotsky
Jim Thompson
Father of Jed Thompson
Frances Weiss Zelenko
Grandmother of Jennifer Borhegyi

Freed Family Tree of Life

Is there a lifecycle event you wish to commemorate?
Someone you wish to congratulate, honor or remember?
A generous Temple Shalom member has agreed
to match all contributions this year up to $10,000.
Please support this wonderful gesture and opportunity.
Purchasing leaves on our Tree of Life is a wonderful way
to mark lifecycle occasions while making a charitable
contribution to the Temple community. You can purchase a
leaf by going to the Payment and Giving tab on our website at
www.templeshalom.org and completing the online form with
“Tree of Life” as your choice of contribution.
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Thanks to Our Generous Donors
Rabbi’s Service Fund
In Appreciation/Honor of

Rabbi Berry and Rabbi Abrasley
By Jack Cynamon
Rabbi Berry
By Allison Jones
Rabbi Berry and Rabbi Abrasley for the inspiring
High Holy Day services
By Rhoda Mann
Rabbi Berry for officiating at the funeral of
Ruth Newman
By Deborah and Charles Olins
Rabbi Berry and Rabbi Abrasley with thanks
for your meaningful and beautiful sermons and
inspirational High Holiday services
By Marion and David Pollock
Rabbi Berry for leading shiva minyan for Dale Stahler
Rabbi Abrasley
By Harold Stahler
_____________________

In Memory of

Joan Di Leo
By Judith Di Leo
Ellis R. Freedman
By Alice Freedman
Arthur Kaplan
By Ellen Kaplan
Bert Martinson
By Kathleen Kiley, Karen Gulla Gauthier
Alexis, Tristan and Olivia Gauthier
Michael and Kara Gulla
Keegan, Alanna, Landon Gulla
Goldie and Bertram Libon
Paddy Matloff
By Robin and Daniel Matloff
_____________________

Cantor’s Service Fund
In Honor of

David Silen
By Ruth and William Silen
_____________________

Anita Winer Open Your Eyes Fund
In Honor of
Emily and Eli Rubenstein’s new grandson
By Mark Gottesman

In Memory of

Bert Martinson
By Janet and Mark Gottesman
Herbert Siegal
By Beverly Siegal and Richard Peiser
_____________________

Charles Kahn
Irv Kahn
By Phyllis and Jerry Briskin
Bert Martinson
By Phyllis and Jerry Briskin
Mim Cole
Barbara Holzman
_____________________

Caring Community Fund
In Memory of
Shirley Friedman Greenwald
By Carol and Brian Mazmanian
Bert Martinson
By the Rotary Club of Newton
Pauline Parker
By the Parker family
Herbert A. Selenkow
By Dolores Selenkow
_____________________

College Connection
By Eric and Mindy Sherbet
_____________________

Fine Arts Fund
In Memory of

Doug Leblang
By Jerry Goodman
_____________________

Garden Club/Temple Beautification Fund
In Memory of
Ida Evelyn Stein
By Marsha and Peter Berenson
_____________________

Cantor Halpern for the inspiring High Holy Day services
By Rhoda Mann

In Memory of

Bonim Fund
In Memory of

General Fund
In Honor of

Michael Hecht and Beverly Peiser Siegal for leading
Minyan services during shiva for Dale Stahler
By Harold Stahler
Kol Nidre service
By Becky Baumwoll

In Memory of

Charles Broner
By Emily and Eli Rubenstein
Phyllis Canter
By Steven Canter
Harry Carleton
By Donna and Bill Carleton
Philip Frieze
By Michael and Linda Frieze
Beatrice Karukin
By Erica Schwartz and Harry Meade
Herbert Kruger
By Jeanette Kruger
Rose Bornstein Kunitz
By Joan and Dan Kunitz
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Thanks to Our Generous Donors
General Fund
In Memory of (continued)

Ira Lerner
By Phyllis Scherr and Henry Lerner
Phyllis Levine
By Stephanie and Fred Cohen
Stanley Likoff
By Mark Likoff
Bert Martinson
By Barbara and Bill Arnold
Paul Fruitt
Barry and Marlene Koslow
Joseph Marcus
Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Perlmutter
The Consolidated Lodge Anderson
Philanthropic Fund
Sandie and Arnie Shuman
Leo and Jeanne Stolbach
Sally Wyner
Max Nelson
By Ellie Nelson and Bob Bargar
Howard and Marcia Parven
By Carol P. Hutter
Enid Paul
By Steven Paul
Alfred Prokop
Akiva Weisman
By Marion Prokop and Robert Weisman
Marjorie Rezendes
By Joy Elbaum and Paul Rezendes
Robert Rosenblatt
By Frances Rosenblatt
Michael Shulman
By Jim, Susan, Andrea and Jamie Shulman
Clara Slate
By Patricia and Lester Slate
Dale Stahler
By Peter and Nancy Finn
Alan and Debora Rottenberg
Marion Steinberg
By Andrea and Mark Trachtenberg
Elliott Topkins, a loving husband and unique man
By Joanne Topkins
_____________________

Huberman Family Fund
for Jewish Camping
In Memory of
Bert Martinson
By Evelyne and Daniel Teres
Bertram Huberman
_____________________

Humanitarian Project Refugees
By James W. Kurtz
_____________________

Inclusion Efforts at Temple Shalom
By Ellen Nussbaum and Alvin Grusby

Library Fund
In Memory of

Harriett S. Hutter
By Sidney Hutter
_____________________

Music Fund (Worship)
In Honor of
High Holy Day Services
By Beth Schinoff

In Memory of

Lea Almuly
By Ena Lorant
_____________________

Prayer Book Fund
In Memory of

Mary D. Sokol
By Ruth Graff
_____________________

Sisterhood Fund
In Memory of

Dorothy Koskoff
By Neil and Susan Glazer
Lillian Lerner
By Robert and Marian Klein
Sarah Resnick
By Ernest and Robin Krieger
_____________________

Social Action Fund
In Honor of

The birth of Eleanor Leventhal’s
two great grandsons, Joshua and Dean
By Dorothy Rudman

In Memory of

Barbara Pash Milsten
By Andrew Milsten
Susan Rubenstein
By Emily and Eli Rubenstein
_____________________

Yahrzeit and Remembrance Fund
In Memory of
Michael Borhegyi
By George and Jennifer Borhegyi
Herman Brightman
By Saul J. Brightman
James Danziger
By Robert and Sara Danziger
Sofia Haim
By Lica Brill
Milton Holzman
Mollie Holzman
By Barbara Holzman and family
Norman Jacoby
By Rosalind Switalski
Alexander Kucher
By Mila Margul
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Thanks to
Temple Shalom
Our Generous Donors Contact List
175 Temple Street, Newton, MA 02465
(617) 332-9550
info@templeshalom.org
Listing appears alphabetical by first name:
dial (617) 332-9550 and extensions:

Yahrzeit and Remembrance Fund
In Memory of (continued)
Rachel Bella Lapides
By Mim Cole
Rita Lerner
By Joan, Michael, and Sienna Weinstein
William R. Levy
George Levy
By Sara and Robert Danziger
Shirley Marcus
By Joan and Jeff Karelis and family
Norman Meyerowitz
By Melissa and Raphael Meyerowitz
Blanche Paul
By Barbara Holzman
William Sokol
By Ruth Graff
Sarah Winkler
By Gary and Cheryl Fertig and family
_____________________

Clergy

Rabbi Allison L. Berry
Rabbi Laura J. Abrasley
Cantor Peter Halpern

Staff

Al White
Facilities Manager

15
24
17
25

Andrea Levinsky
29
Education Program Manager
Anne Fried
28
Exec. Asst to Rabbi Abrasley and Ellie Goldman
Becca Yudkoff
22
Families with Young Children Coordinator

Youth Activities Program Fund
In Honor of

Bridget Kinahan
Greeter Receptionist

The Youth activities at Temple Shalom
By Jeanette Epstein
Amy Fleischman and Greg Bond

10

Caroline Dorn
20
SHACHARIT Education and Marketing Assistant

In Memory of

Floyd Meade
By Erica Schwartz and Harry Meade

Ellie Goldman
Executive Director

11

Emily Kieval
Director of Inclusion

26

Jeff Remz
27
Director of Communications and Marketing
Liz Shiro
Director of Education

21

Loretta Zack
13
Exec. Asst. to Rabbi Berry and Cantor Halpern
Lori Leiderman
23
Director of K-2 and Engagement

We, at the Temple Archives, continue gathering materials
for preservation. As the weather starts to turn colder and
you spend more time inside, please check if you have in
your possession:
•
•
•

Program booklets
Committee or team meeting minutes
Year-end reports and activity summaries

55

Lucy Dube
Controller

14

Marriah Vengroff
18
Director of Youth Engagement
Sarah Stein
12
Asst. Director of Youth Engagement

As we rely more on our computers, and less on printed
notes, help us track and preserve all the amazing events
on our calendar! Please bring materials for the Archives
to the Temple office.
Peggy Freedman and Rhoda Ben-Gai

Lucy Banerji
Nursery School Director

Phil Bressler
Student Rabbi

16

Scott Birnbaum, President
birnbaum@birnbaumgodkin.com
Nadine Broude, Bulletin Editor
bulletin@templeshalom.org
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Temple
Shalom
175 Temple Street, Newton, MA 02465
(617) 332-9550
info@templeshalom.org
www.templeshalom.org
www.tsyouth.org

Allison Berry, Rabbi
Laura J. Abrasley, Rabbi
Peter Halpern, Cantor
Phil Bressler, Student Rabbi
Eric S. Gurvis, Rabbi Emeritus
Ellie Klein Goldman, Executive Director
Liz Shiro, Director of Education
Lucy Banerji, Nursery School Director
Scott Birnbaum, Temple President
Nadine Broude, Editor
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Next Issue:
February/March

Bulletin news
Help us go green!
The Bulletin is published six times per year:
• September
• October/November
• December/January
• February/March
• April/May
• June
To receive your Bulletin ONLY by email, contact Loretta Zack in the Temple office
at lzack@templeshalom.org.

