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A Message from the President 
 

Happy (secular) New Year to all! 

Hopefully this coming New Year will be filled with peace in the Middle East 

and one less enemy of the State of Israel.  With the Israel-Hamas War present-

ly weighing heavily on our minds, we need to come together more than ever 

to protect our Judaism and Israel.  Am Yisroel Chai! 

The highlights of November were: Mitzvah Day was on November 5th and was 

heavily supported by many of our synagogue groups and individual members 

participating in the preparation of various items that were then donated to 

those in need in the outside community and Israel.  Yasher Koach to Maxine 

Simon for her yearly coordination of this event.  Miriam Graham’s Bat Mitzvah 

was celebrated on November 11th.  Miriam did outstanding by leading services and reading from the Torah 

and Haftorah.  The annual Thanksgiving Interfaith Service was hosted by our friends at the Northridge United 

Methodist Church on November 20th.  It was especially meaningful this year!  

As I write this, our December events have not occurred but, as usual, we looked forward to much singing, 

dancing, eating and socializing at the Hanukkah is Funukkah Service and Dinner on December 8th, the Hanuk-

kah Survival Kit pick-up on December 10th and the Annual TRZ Hanukkah Party (Disco Theme this year) on 

December 12th.    

I hope to see you ALL during the various January and February events.  The Cantor’s Concert will be on Janu-

ary 21st - “Swinging with TRZ, A Timeless Musical Journey,” that will include a 17-piece live band.  Get your 

tickets soon so that you don’t miss out on this fun evening.  Remember that there are ongoing events that 

happen every week.  The enjoyable Happy Hour that started over 3 years ago during the Covid period contin-

ues every Tuesday at 5pm on zoom with conversations on anything and everything.  Bring your own libation 

and snack and join in on our FRIVOLITY!  Kibbutz Korner happens every Wednesday at 10am in the Gallery 

with coffee, snacks and more FRIVOLITY!  It is also a chance to enjoy the company of your TRZ family.  “Aging 

and Saging,” led by Rabbi Vorspan and Sally Weber, had an excellent turnout for the first session and will 

soon resume with a second session.  It has been held on Wednesdays at 11am and on various evenings on 

zoom.  What a wonderful way to discuss life’s journey with your fellow congregants.    

Please get involved and participate in events so that we can show togetherness and strength in fighting the 

anti-Semitism that seems to be growing in our society! 

 

 

B’Shalom, 

Alan Osadchey 

Alan Osadchey 
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A Message from Rav Sela 

 As of January 1st, 2024 we will be 85 days since the massacre 
on October 7th and even as I write this in mid-December, it seems 
likely that the war in Gaza will still be raging.  The massacre and Is-
rael’s response has led to a huge increase in antisemitic attacks and 
rhetoric across the world.  Jews have been reminded once again that 
we have many enemies, and we can never rest from our vigilance. 
 
 One of the few positive outcomes from the horrific attacks has 
been the increased sense of unity among Jews.  We have been remind-
ed that family is family, and even though we fight sometimes, we 
have a special bond with one another.  The phrase in Hebrew that ex-
presses this is a quote from the Talmud, “Kol Yisrael Areivim Zeh 
Bazeh,” which is typically translated as, “All of Israel/Jews are re-
sponsible for one another.”  But there is a disagreement, of course, 

about the exact wording of the quote and its exact meaning.  (We can even disagree about quotes 
about Jewish unity-how Jewish!)  The disagreement is about one letter in Hebrew, the preposition 
before the last word Zeh.  Is it a Bet or a Lamed?  Is the end of the phrase “Zeh Bazeh” or “Zeh 
Lazeh”?  What difference does one letter make? 
 
 Well, it makes a big difference in meaning if you change the preposition.  If you use the let-
ter Bet, then the word for “responsible” is better translated as “intertwined,” and the entire quote 
becomes, “All Jews are intertwined with one another.”  If you use the letter Lamed, then the entire 
quote becomes how it is typically translated, “All Jews are responsible for one another.” 
 
 And while the quotes are similar, they are not identical.  Being intertwined evokes images of 
our history and destiny, that no matter what happens to us, we experience life together as Jews.  
Being responsible evokes images of choices, that we must think about our fellow Jews when we 
act, and how our actions affect them.   
 
 I do not think that we need to debate whether it is a Bet or a Lamed, since the two quotes 
and the two understandings work in tandem.  Because we are intertwined with one another, we are 
responsible for one another.  Our actions affect us and our fellow Jews, and vice versa, and we 
have a familial level of connection and responsibility to make good choices and support one anoth-
er in times of need. 
 
 God willing, the war will be over soon, the hostages will be redeemed, and Israelis will live 
in safety and security once again.  And God willing, we will retain the sense of familial connection 
that we feel now, long into the future.  For all Jews are truly intertwined and responsible for one 
another. 
 
 Am Yisrael Chai. 
 
 
LeShalom, 

Rav Ahud Sela 

Rav Ahud Sela 
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Hazzan’s Notes 

Shalom Amidst Strife: 
Navigating the Israeli- Palestinian Conflict Through Hebrew  

Concepts of Peace 
 

In the ancient tapestry of the Middle East, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict stands as a complex 
and enduring saga, woven with threads of history, religions, and geopolitics.  I certainly do not 
profess to have a solution, nor will I saber-rattle accusations as my heart is so heavy for all the 
loss and destruction.  I, of course, hold an inherent bias toward my blood relatives and stand for 
the eradication of Hamas as a pre-requisite for any chance at peace.  Yet, as the world watches 
the cycles of violence unfold, it is essential to explore the profound Hebrew concepts of peace 
that have the potential to guide the region towards harmony and remind us of our own Jewish 
values as well. 
 

SHALOM: At the heart of Jewish culture lies the word “Shalom.”  While commonly translated as 
“peace,” Shalom goes beyond the absence of conflict.  It embodies a holistic state of well-being, 

encompassing harmony, completeness, and prosperity.  In the context of the Israeli-Palestinian war, embracing Shalom means 
acknowledging the humanity of all parties involved, recognizing the right to security, and aspiring to build a future where all can 
thrive. 
 

TIKKUN OLAM: Another key concept is “Tikkun Olam,” often translated as “repairing the world.”  Rooted in ancient Jewish mysti-
cal teachings, it calls for active participation in the betterment of society, and by extension repairing our “self.” Applying Tikkun 
Olam to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict entails a collective responsibility to address the root causes, foster understanding, and 
work towards a just resolution.  This concept encourages individuals and nations alike to contribute positively to the world, pro-
moting healing and reconciliation. 
 

DUGRI: A crucial aspect of resolving conflicts is open and honest communication.  The Hebrew term “Dugri” encapsulates the idea 
of speaking straightforwardly, without guile.  In the context of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, embracing Dugri means fostering 
transparent dialogue, allowing grievances to be aired, and paving the way for genuine understanding. It is through such direct 
communication that misconceptions can be dispelled, and a path toward a lasting peace can be forged. 
 

BRIT:  The concept of “Brit” is very familiar to us in the context of our relationship with God and our symbiotic covenant or agree-
ment that holds such significance in our tradition.  Establishing a durable peace will require a mutual commitment from all parties 
involved.  Crafting a covenant that respects the rights and aspirations of both Israeli and Palestinians can provide a foundation for 
a lasting resolution.  A Brit built on justice and equality can serve as a guiding light toward a future where coexistence becomes 
not just a dream but a reality. 
 

AHAVAH: Love, or “Ahavah” in Hebrew is a force that transcends border and differences.  In the midst of conflict, cultivating a 
spirit of Ahavah involves recognizing the shared humanity that binds Israelis and Palestinians. By fostering empathy and compas-
sion, individuals can contribute to a climate where understanding and compromise can flourish. 
 

At the time of this writing (the end of November), we were in the thick of a horrible conflict.  Not just physically sending our loved 
ones into harms way, but also an existential battle for the soul of the Jewish people and our right to exist as a Nation. I do not 
know what the world will look like when you read this but felt compelled to offer these thoughts.  As the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict persist, I hope these Hebrew concepts offer you a sense of connection to who we are as Jews.  I am sure we all look to a fu-
ture of coexistence and prosperity for all.  Shalom, Tikkun Olam, Dugri, Brit, and Ahavah can be the guiding principles that lead 
the way to a just and lasting peace.  It is through the integration of these profound concepts that the cycle of violence can be bro-
ken, and a new narrative of hope and understanding can emerge in the troubled lands of Israel, Palestine, and wherever conflict 

exist throughout the world. 
 

In the pursuit of peace, let the richness of our language and tradition inspire a collective endeavor to heal wounds, build bridges, 
and create a future where the echoes of Shalom resonate far and wide.    
 
As always, I look forward to seeing you at Temple. 

 
L’shalom, 
Hazzan Daniel Friedman 
Hazzan Daniel Friedman 
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A Message from Julia Levine 

B’Shalom, 
 
Julia Levine 

Julia Levine 
Religious School Director 

   TRZ Religious School is Thriving! 

       

We’ve had a great first semester at TRZ Religious  School!  Here are a few of the 
highlights: 

Kitah Dalet/Hey had a field trip to Build a Bear 
where they each made a bear they are taking 
through the Jewish life cycle.  So far the bears 
have received their Hebrew names and are pre-
paring for their B’nai Mitzvot! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kitah Bet and Kitah Vav/
Zayin worked hard to help 
others at TRZ’s Mitzvah 
Day! 

Kitah  Gan/Aleph made 
candles and cards for 
Hanukkah! 

Upcoming Religious School Events**: 

Tuesday, January 9- Religious School resumes 

Sunday, January 14- No School- MLK Jr. Weekend 

Saturday, January 20- Hangout and Havdallah (no School Sunday, January 21) 

Sunday, February 11- World Wide Wrap (for Kitah Vav/Zayin) 

Sunday, February 18- No School- President’s Day Weekend 

**Please see Religious School Calendar for all dates Religious School is in session. 
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A Message from Danielle Stein 
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A Message from — Interim ELC Director 
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Schmoozing with Sisterhood 

 

Our annual Sisterhood Hanukkah celebration was held on Monday, December 11th 
and what a fun night it was!!  40 women came together to light their Menorahs, 
eat latkes and participate in a gift exchange.  Many thanks to all our dedicated 
volunteers who helped to make this a wonderful event. 

 

TO ALL OUR MAH JONGG PLAYERS….TRZ Sisterhood is once again selling new Mah 
Jongg cards; now for 2024-25.  Look for the flyer in this Shofar.  Standard cards 
are $14 and Large cards are $15.  Looking ahead, the TRZ Sisterhood Mah Jongg 
Tournament will be held on Sunday, August 4th, 2024.   

 

Please join us on Saturday, February 10, 2024 for the “morning edition” of Sister-
hood Shabbat.  Our very talented Sisterhood members will be chanting Hebrew 
Torah portions and Haftorah, as well as reading English prayers and stories.  Julie 
Steinschriber and Rebecca Diamond are working hard to make this a Shabbat 
to remember!!  There will be a Kiddush Lunch following services. 

 

Make your plans to be with us on Sunday, April 7, 2024 for our annual Torah Fund 
Luncheon and Play.  We will be celebrating Karen Jackson and honoring her with 
the Chai Ay Olam Award.  This is always a special event and you don’t want to 
miss it!! 

 

We continue to be very busy with Friday night Onegs (after 7:30 pm services) and 
Kiddushim on Shabbat and Holidays.  We always need women and men to help 
prepare and serve.  Please be generous with your time and let Gloria Sher, our ca-
toring V.P., know if you can help. 

 

When the need arises, Sisterhood continues to be there for our members when 
someone passes away.  We help set up the meal of condolence so it’s ready when 
the family returns from the funeral.  Please help us perform this Mitzvah when 
you are called. 

 

Last, but not least, there’s still time to pledge to Torah Fund.  Benefactors and 
Patrons are particularly needed so that Women’s League can train Rabbis, Can-
tors and Lay Leaders at various Jewish organizations around the world. 

 

B’Shalom, 

 

Gayle & Sheree 

Sisterhood Co-Presidents 
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January 

February 

1/3  Lance & Rebecca Thomas  37 years 

1/10  Naomi & Gary Labin   14 years 

1/11  Steve & Natalie Berger   55 years 

1/14  Barry & Judi Greenberg   23 years 

1/17  Shayne & Joel Marine   42 years 

1/17  Aaron & Jordan Simon   8 years 

1/20  Ally & Neil Mansky    11 years 

2/2  Grant Gochin & Russell Lyon  33 years 

2/4  Randi & John Kaefer   18 years 

2/10  Sheree & J.P. Wolk   39 years 

2/12  Marvin & Eileen Abrams   67 years 

2/12  Jack & Barbara Zafran   52 years 

2/23 Stuart & Barbara Mesnik  60 years 
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Thoughtful Donations 

Al Levy/Manny Rubinfeld Scholarship Fund 
 
Helene Rubinfeld Bizar IHO aliyot 
Helene Rubinfeld Bizar IHO the Auf Ruf of Meaghan 
Baitel and Mitch Sanders 
 

Hazzan’s Fund/Ann Littman Music Fund 
 
PSW Region Women’s League IHO Hazzan  Friedman 
Stuart Waterstone IHO Hazzan Friedman 
Alan Edelman IMO Marvin and Estelle Edelman 
Sandra Fink IMO Ann Littman 
 

Clark Desser College Scholarship Fund 
 
Mickey Desser IMO Marci Shandling 
Mickey Desser IHO Bob Reiss’s birthday 
 

Food Pantry 
 
Cheryl & Stuart Shapiro IMO Marilyn Myers  
Barash 
Lee & Ron Robinson IHO Bob Reiss’s birthday 
Lee & Rob Robinson IHO Stuart Shapiro for a speedy 
recovery 
Bob & Marsha Friedman IMO Clara Shipow 
Naomi Markand IHO donation 
Richard & Carolyn Faltsman IMO Marci Shandling 
Harriet & Eric Leibovitch IMO Les Leibovitch and Alan 
Leibovitch 
Harriet & Eric Leibovitch IMO Sydney Zonis 
Maxine & Rick Simon IHO Jack Zafran’s 75th 
birthday 
Judy & Mark Shandling IMO Lenore Gross and Laurie 
Scher 
Maxine & Rick Simon IHO Shayne and Joel Marine 

 
Burt and Elaine Margulis Scholar-in-
Residence Fund 
 
Leesa Freed IHO Renee Becker 
 

Mitzvah Day 
 
Bernie & Sydell Bubman IHO donation 
Dave & Nancy Perren IHO donation 
 
 

Mitzvah Fund IHO 
 
Trudy Olins IHO Ruth Banarer’s 100th birthday 
Marla Marks IHO ark opening 
Mike & Marcy Orkin IHO Bernie Seeman’s 75th birth-
day 
Mike & Marcy Orkin IHO Ruth Banarer’s 100th birthday 
Don & Amy Graham IHO aliyot 
Beverly & Dennis Chester IHO ark opening 
Trudy Olins IHO donation 
Gerald Noriega IHO Shayne & Joel Marine 

Mitzvah Fund IMO 
 
David Wolf IMO Thea Wolf 
Shayne Marine IMO Bernard Robinson 
Helen Parker IMO Judith Milder and Carole Miller 
Joyce Judkowitz IMO Nehama Palefsky and Paul 
Palefsky 
Mike & Marcy Orkin IMO Dr. Paul Treitman 
Nancy & Dave Perren IMO Marilyn Myers Barash 
Michele Schulkin IMO Henry Schulkin, Anna Wein-
stein and Alvin Barkin 
Steph & Alan Osadchey IMO Marci Shandling 
Steph & Alan Osadchey IMO Marilyn Myers  
Barash 
Bonnie Elias IMO Elaine Roth 
Irving Tessler IMO Fanny Tessler 
Jennifer Volz IMO Theodore Jacob 
Harriet & Eric Leibovitch IMO Esther  
Leibovitch 
Lenny Kligman IMO Sandy Kligman 
Lynn Bernheim IMO Ruth Madow 
Sheree, J.P., Aaron and Lauren Wolk IMO  
Marci Shandling 
Marsha & Bob Friedman IMO Marci Shandling 
Linda & Steven Zucker IMO Marci Shandling 
Steven Zucker IMO Jules Zucker 
Izzy & Nadine Levy IMO Marci Shandling 
Joanne Glick IMO Maurice Glick 
Murray Neimand IMO Jeanne Neimand 
Mildred Bernstein IMO Gussie Sobel 
Andrea Karl-Sigurdson IMO Jamie Karl Cohen 
Dorothy Epstein IMO Alvin Epstein 
Ari Levy IMO Ally Levy 
Beth Schindler IMO Roy Mandell 
Stella Bender IMO Sylvia Pearlman 
Rae Polland IMO Miriam Carman and Ben  
Berger 
Gayle & Jim Bishoff IMO Marilyn Barash and Alice 
Bishoff 
Harriet Leibovitch IMO Sonia Zonis Baker 
Jane Winter IMO Joseph Gill, Beatrice Heyman Gill 
and Noel Winter 
Susan Cohen IMO Harry Kreppel 
Karen Jackson IMO Mildred Schneider 
Joe & Iris Moss IMO Paul Moss 
Roberta Fox IMO Beatrice Kurtzer 
Marilyn Brody Weintraub & Ron Weintraub IMO Ed 
Brody 
Gloria Nathanson IMO Fred Nathanson 
David Wolf IMO Dr. Walter Wolf and Willy Wolf 
Thomas Neuman IMO Rosalie and Sam  
Neuman 
Madelyn Neuman IMO Lorna Genkin 
Lily Williger IMO Robert Williger 
Carol & Mel Maller IMO Lloyd Klein 
Jackie Adelman IMO Allen Stark 
Joyce Carson IMO Ed Brody 
Joan Goodstein IMO Sidney Beck 
David Forman IMO Ida Forman 
Bobbi Farkas IMO Irene Farkas and Martin  
Farkas 
Mark Minas IMO Allen Minas 
Dave & Nancy Perren and family IMO Samuel Perren 
Jane Winter IMO Yale Zuckerman 
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Thoughtful Donations (continued) 
Mitzvah Fund IMO (cont.) 
 

Carolyn Block IMO Rose Weiner 
Anita Scott IMO Lillian Kraus 
Susan & Martin Weitzman IMO Mathew Weitzman 
Stephen Fleschler IMO Bobbette Fleschler 
Elayne Lodge IMO Anne Lodge 
Steph & Alan Osadchey IMO Eleanor Lensman and 
Fred Waldner 
Victoria & Charles Bacquet IMO Vera Vinnik and Greg-
ory Nisman 
Elaine Friedman IMO Sarah Friedman and Irving Pep-
per 
Dina Monalisa IMO Father Suhardjo 
Michelle Bennett IMO Hattie Winnick 
J.P., Sheree, Aaron & Lauren IMO Lenore Gross 
Shelly & Joel Baker and Etta Tudzin IMO Lenore 
Gross 
Lynne Lertzman IMO Bernard Benkell 
Eleanor Greenberg IMO David Mitchell Ehrlich 
Nancy & Dave Perren IMO Lenore Gross 

Harold Adelman IMO Emil Adelman 
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 

Carol & Mel Maller IMO Judi Greenberg’s  
step-father, Charles 
Carol & Mel Maller IMO Lee Robinson’s mother and 
Marci Shandling 
Carol & Mel Maller IHO the marriage of Meaghan 
Baitel and Mitch Sanders  
Carol & Mel Maller IHO Caryn Baitel for a refuah 
schleimah 
Carol & Mel Maller IHO Miriam Graham’s Bat Mitzvah 
Paul & Roberta Nathanson IMO Maurice  
Nathanson 
PSW Region Women’s League IHO Rav Sela 
Susan Cohen IHO Rav Sela 
Ken Reizes IMO June Reizes-Burkowsky and Martin 
Reizes 
Burt & Janet Govenar IHO Israel 
Debbie Bakin IHO Israel 
Ronald Frydman IHO Israel 
Jonathan Dern IHO Israel 
Arnold Roth IHO Israel 
Julie & Frank Steinschriber IHO Israel 
James Wolff IHO Israel 
Carol Shubin IHO Israel 
Michael & Michelle Bennett IHO Israel 
Lesley & Alan Stein IHO Israel 
Maxine & Rick Simon IHO Israel 
Gayle & Jim Bishoff IHO Israel 
Alan Edelman IHO Israel 
Tova Morcos IHO Israel 
Richard Brill IHO Israel 
Paul & Roberta Nathanson IHO Israel 
Joan & Albert Porcelli IHO Israel 
Bruce Littman IHO Israel 
Bonnie Elias IHO Israel 
Natalie & Steve Berger IHO Israel 
Sheree & J.P. Wolk IHO Israel 
Betty Marks IHO Israel 
Marla Marks IHO Israel 
Marcia & Sheldon Strauss IHO Israel 
Bonnie & Jeff Stern IHO Israel 
Bill Silver IHO Israel 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund (cont.) 
 

Carol & Mel Maller IMO Yale Zuckerman and  
Lenore Gross 
Stephen & Holly Fleschler IHO Israel 
Janice Banarer IHO Israel 
Michele Stein IHO Israel 
Gina & Bernie Seeman IHO Israel 
Diane & Amos Schwarz IHO Israel 
Carolyn Block IHO Israel 
Dave & Nancy Perren IHO Israel 
Michelle & Michael Bennett IHO Israel 
Ruth Reznik IHO Israel 
Lenny Kligman IHO Israel 
Howard & Karen Langfus IHO Israel 
Rabbi David & Bonnie Vorspan IHO Israel 
Laura & Jerry Rishe IHO Israel 
Sam Cherry IHO Israel 
Rivka Horowitz IHO Israel 
Mickey Desser IHO Israel 
Parvin & Michael Davidson IHO Israel 
Alan Wolfe IHO Israel 
Evelyne & Bob Reiss IHO Israel 
Dorothy Epstein IHO Israel 
Marlene & Sheldon Ochitill IHO Israel 
Michele Schulkin IHO Israel 
Yael Sela IHO Israel 
Uriel Bendrihem IHO Israel 
Morris & Daniela Levy IHO Israel 
Michelle & Jason Troshinsky IHO Israel 
Alexandra & Adam Bohn IHO Israel 
David Leitch & Laura Wimberley IHO Israel 
Vanessa & Scott Himelstein IHO Israel 
The Graham family IHO Israel 
Bita & Shervin Yermian IHO Israel 
Jon Tello IHO Israel 
Judith & Matte Goldwater IHO Israel 
Zivian Bocarsly IHO Israel 
Judi & Barry IHO Israel 
Elaine & Harold Adelman IHO Israel 
Susan & Don Lukenbill IHO Israel 
Sean & Olivia Herstein IHO Israel 
Julie & Scott Blair IHO Israel 
Steph & Alan Osadchey IHO Shayne & Joel Marine 
Steph & Alan Osadchey IHO Dave Perren’s birthday 
Steph & Alan Osadchey IMO Rosebud Waldner 
Steph & Alan Osadchey IMO Betty Sokoloff 
Iris & Mort Lasky IHO Israel 
Lynne Goldklang IHO Israel 
Judith & Matte Goldwater IHO Israel 

 

Tree of Life 
 

Marine, Simon, Shapiro, and Perren families IHO Bob 
Reiss’s 80th birthday 
The Fisher, Langfus and Perren families IHO Bob 
Reiss’s 80th birthday 
Joni & Barry Greenberg IHO Leo Greenberg 
Susan Cohen IHO Lily Apple Cohen’s 17th birthday 
Reiss, Langfus and Simon families IHO Nancy Per-
ren’s 75th birthday 
Osadchey, Waterstone and Wolk families IHO Nancy 
Perren’s 75th birthday 
Perren, Reiss, Rose & Simon families IHO Shayne & 
Joel Marine 
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Your thoughtful contributions to 

 TRZ enables us to carry out many  

programs and are very much  

appreciated: 

Please send your check to: 
TEMPLE RAMAT ZION 

17655 Devonshire Street 
Northridge, CA  91325 

 
Please specify to which fund you are 
contributing, and in whose honor or 
memory. A note will be sent to the 

families and recognition of your con-
tribution will appear in the Shofar. 

Todah Rabbah! 

Board of Trustees 

Wendy Tabackman/USY  
Scholarship Fund 
 
Rhonda & Ben Horowitz IMO Marci 
Shandling 
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TRZ SISTERHOOD BOARD NOMINATIONS 
 

Dear all women members of TRZ.  Your Sisterhood Needs You!!! 
 

We encourage your involvement in “your” Sisterhood.  The Sisterhood Nominating Com-
mittee will be meeting in early February to select a new Board of Directors for 2024 – 2025.  
There is a place for “you” as a chair or co-chair, Vice President or co-Vice President, or as an 
involved committee member.  Our service and commitment to TRZ has been there since 
1960.  Help us to continue this 64 - year tradition. 
 

I look forward to hearing from you soon. 
 

Carol Maller 

Sisterhood Nominations Chair 

Division10@aol.com 

(818) 772-9581 

mailto:Division10@aol.com
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MEMBERSHIP MENTIONINGS 

MEMBERSHIP MENTIONINGS – JANUARY/FEBRUARY SHOFAR 

 

Our TRZ Family extends its sincere sympathy and much caring to Vivienne and Lance Bocarsly and family on the passing of 
Vivienne’s beloved mother, Lenore Gross.  Beloved mother to Joel, and beloved grandmother to David and Rachel, Zach and Bree 
and Hannah.  A special lady who will be deeply and dearly missed by her family. 

 

Mazal Tov to our congregants celebrating milestone birthdays 

 

Eileen Abrams, Anita Bittenson, Jim Bishoff, Carolyn Block, Parvin Davidson, Dr. Marshall Goldberg, Joan Goodstein, Bob Heim-
lich, Mel Maller, Dorothy Stabinsky and Dr. Irving Tessler. 

 

May they celebrate many more happy and healthy birthdays. 

 

Mazal Tov to our congregants celebrating milestone anniversaries 

 

Barbara and Stuart Mesnik celebrating 60 years and Eileen and Marvin Abrams celebrating 67 years. 

 

 Jordan and Aaron Simon    8 years  Ally and Neil Mansky  11 years 

 Naomi and Gary Labin  14 years  Randi and John Kaefer  18 years 

 Judi and Barry Greenberg  23 years  Grant Gochin and Russel Lyon 33 years 

 Rebecca and Lance Thomas 37 years  Sheree and J.P. Wolk  39 years 

Shayne and Joel Marine  42 years  Barbara and Jack Zafran  52 years 

Natalie and Steve Berger  55 years 

 

May they all celebrate many more happy and healthy years together. 

 

Your TRZ family enjoys celebrating and reading about their fellow congregants’ simchas, milestones and graduations.  We want 
to highlight all your nachas news and events in the March/April Shofar.  Please forward your family information by February 5th 
to division10@aol.com. 

 

 Bobbie   Lidia 

Bobbie Sadikoff   Lidia Markiz 

Membership V.P.   Membership Chair 

(818) 429-4974   (818) 207-5596 

 babsadie@aol.com  lidivivim@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:division10@aol.com
mailto:babsadie@aol.com
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RECIPIENTS OF SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED 

CLARK DESSER SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

 

This year the Clark Desser Scholarship Fund was proud to present scholarships to these dedicated students 

for the year 2023:  Hannah Chubin, Gavriel Sela, Yael Sela, Miriam Herstein and Raphael Diamond. 

Hannah Chubin is in her senior year attending Reed College majoring in Physics.  She wants to work at NASA 

on space missions. She is currently a TA in General Physics.  She also works as a mailroom clerk and as print 

services assistant.  Hannah was on Mayor Eric Garcetti’s Youth Council. She was very active in our USY and 

was Men’s Club Youth of the Year. 

Gavriel Sela is attending Syracuse University majoring in Sports Analytics.  He wants to be a sports analyst/

statistician. He will be the Director of Operations of the Baseball Analytics club and also in the basketball an-

alytics club and also a football film intern.  He leads services at Hillel. Gavi also works in food services at the 

University and volunteers for the JCC and Hillel.  He is on the Dean’s list. 

Yael Sela is attending UC San Diego majoring in visual arts.  She wants to be a photographer.  She participat-

ed in the Jewish Learning Fellowship and was a counselor at Camp Alonim. She is very passionate about 

ecology and the future of our planet.  She also wants strict gun control laws. It is important to Yael that she 

carries on Jewish traditions in the future so that they are not lost to the next generations. 

Miriam Herstein is attending Brandeis University majoring in International and Global Studies.  She wants to 

work in Government for Non-Profits. She has led many Jewish programs and knows how to organize and 

lead student programs.  She has received many fellowships as she is able to motivate young people. Miriam 

has an extensive Jewish education at both Jewish day schools and camps and knows how to use her educa-

tion to encourage others. 

Raphael Diamond is attending New England Law School in Boston and wants to be a lawyer.  He and his fam-

ily have been an important part of TRZ for many years.  He was a tutor in our religious school, was a B’nai 

Mitzvah tutor and always volunteered for what was needed at TRZ.  He was also on the Executive Board of 

his fraternity, Alpha Epsilon Pi, at Cal State Northridge. 

The Clark Desser Scholarship Fund was established, as you may be aware, by the Dessers in memory of their 

son, Clark, who lost his valiant fight with brain cancer on July 26, 2000, at the young age of 33, leaving a wife 

and a 7-month-old daughter.  Education has always been a priority for the Desser family and the Clark Des-

ser Scholarship Fund allows that that tradition to be carried on. Scholarships are awarded yearly to Temple 

Ramat Zion congregants’ children to help defer the expanding costs of advanced education. 

Congratulations Hannah, Gavriel, Yael, Miriam, and Raphael on your being this year’s recipients. 

If you would like to make a donation or want more information about the Fund, please contact Mickey Des-

ser at 818-363-2165 or email at mickey@dictatrans.com or contact the synagogue office. 

mailto:mickey@dictatrans.com
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SHOFAR DEADLINES 

The submission deadline for 

ALL articles and fliers for the 

Shofar is the 5th of the month 

preceding the issue. 

Please remember, the Shofar 

is printed every other month. 

Please submit ALL items to: 
shofar@trz.org 

TRZ, through the Personnel Relations          

Committee maintains a liaison program between 

lay leaders and the professional staff. 

The liaisons are not the supervisors of the    

professional staff. However, they are in regular 

communication. If there is something you wish 

brought to the attention of a liaison, please call 

the TRZ office. Your call will then be brought to 

the attention of the appropriate liaison. 

THE SHOFAR IS PUBLISHED BI-MONTHLY 
BY TEMPLE RAMAT ZION 

 
      Rabbi     Hazzan 

 AHUD SELA     DANIEL FRIEDMAN 
 

   Religious School Director         Program Director 

 JULIA LEVINE     DANIELLE NEWLAND 
 

          ELC Director     Temple President  

     Katrin Youssefzadeh      ALAN OSADCHEY 
 

Choral Director 

TOVA MORCOS 
 

 

 

 

Affiliated with United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
The Shofar is created by Joni Greenberg and staff. 

LOOKING FOR SOMEONE? 

 

Temple Office 
818/360-1881 

 

AFTER HOURS: 
Deborah Walter    114 

Rav Sela     115 

Rachel Rapport    117 

Julia Levine     118 

Hazzan Friedman    121 

Library      122 

Katrin Youssefzadeh    127 

Youth Office     128 
 
Email:   info@trz.org 

TRZ Judaica Shop 
 

Need a special Gift?  
 

 Our Judaica Shop is open on Tuesdays 
at 4:30pm during Religious School.  

  
 Please Call Betty Marks to set up an 
appointment, if you are not able to 

come by on a Tuesday. 
  She is always willing to make the 

time! 
Betty Marks 818-360-4452 

GIFT CARD...FUNDRAISE WHILE YOU SHOP! 
Don’t forget to check the Temple Office for your gift card 
needs. We carry many of them in the office and we also 
take special orders, for restaurants and other specialty 
stores, as needed. We order frequently, so it is never too 
long of a wait. 

We hope to see you soon! 
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 Royce M. Goldman, MS Ed., MA, LMFT 
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist 

Calif. Lic. #MFC 44326 

 
Individuals, Couples, Family, and Child Psychotherapy 

Specializing in Families of Children with Special Needs 

 
211 West Alameda Ave., Ste. 101  

Burbank, California  91502 
 

16055 Ventura Blvd., Ste. 717 
Encino, California  91436 

 
Office (818) 517-7297 

Contact the 

Main Office 

To See Your Ad Here 

Contact the 

Main Office 

To See Your Ad Here 


