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Earlier this year the Pew Research Center released Jewish Americans in 2020, a com-
prehensive report based on a survey of 4,718 U.S. adults who identify as Jewish. The 
survey consisted of close to 200 questions about a wide range of topics including faith, 
politics, family, personal values, anti-Semitism, and much more. I admit I've been fasci-
nated by the results which, especially in comparison with a similar study in 2013, re-
veal interesting, if not necessarily helpful, insight. For example 34% of respondents 
said "having a good sense of humor" is essential to being Jewish, while only 15% said it 
was essential to observe Jewish laws. There are indications that US Jews are moving 
farther from each other in religious practice and politics, but also that a larger number 
of US Jews feel a sense of belonging to the Jewish people and say "being part of a Jew-

ish community" is essential or important to them. The report made me wonder what it means to American Jews 
to be part of a Jewish community? And what does it mean to you, members of TRZ, to be part of this Jewish 
community?  

 

I believe the answer will reflect the diversity at TRZ. Many young families join the temple so their children can 
learn about Jewish rituals, customs and celebrations. Parents of teens want them to further their Jewish educa-
tion, and to have a good understanding of what it means to be a B'nai Mitzvah. For some the community is a 
place to socialize. Others come primarily to pray, study Torah, and satisfy spiritual needs. A friend told me that 
she joined TRZ because she wanted to have Jewish Mom friends, of whom she now has several. Another mem-
ber is primarily involved in TRZ projects that represent g'milut hasadim, the Jewish value of helping those in 
need. Over the years the temple has provided my family with all of these opportunities. Above all, being part of 
this community has given us an extended family that has comforted us in bad times, celebrated our simchas, 
and made us feel like we belong. And yes, periodically we laugh together too, because that sense of humor is an 
important trait.  

 

The founders of TRZ had the foresight to create a space where generations of Conservative Jews can gather and 
support each other. Six decades later we are fortunate to benefit from their investment, and to have access to a 
variety of programming and services that bring us together and satisfy our different needs.  

 

In addition to longstanding programs such as Sisterhood, Men's Club, Chavurot and Adult Education, last month 
we introduced TRZ Clubs as a new way of connecting to other members. Spearheaded by Rav Sela, Danielle Stein 
Newland, and the TRZ Membership Committee, TRZ Clubs are a plethora of fun activities including but not lim-
ited to biking, camping, hiking, movies, wine tasting, yoga, and Zoomba. Our hope is that as you share in these 
extra-curricular interests you will cultivate friendships and feel better connected to our community.  

 

The 18 months we have put behind us will be remembered for social isolation. I hope that 2022 will be a year for 
greater interaction, and that these shared activities will enrich our lives and help us become more tight-knit. I 
am thankful to all of you for supporting Temple Ramat Zion and for being part of my Jewish community. 

 
B’shalom, 

Susan Lukenbill 

Susan Lukenbill 

A Message from the President 
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A Message from Rav Sela 

  

 This month we are celebrating the Bar Mitzvah of my son Eitan.  It 

is a momentous occasion in his life, and it is a wonderful celebration for 

our family.  As we have been preparing for this celebration, I have been 

thinking about what it means for Eitan and for our family. 

 First of all, I have to admit, I am always a little put off by the fact 

that we call the celebration a Bar Mitzvah, even though I use that phrase 

all the time.  A Bar Mitzvah is a person, not a celebration.  A Bar or Bat Mitzvah is someone who 

is subject to the commandments, a Jewish adult, someone who is now responsible for their 

own actions.  I make this point clear to our students in their preparation, but I still use the term 

for the celebration because that is how we use it in normal conversation. 

 In English we might call it a “lifecycle event.”   I also use this term all the time, but it also 

feels a little awkward.  As a former scientist we use the term lifecycle to describe the different 

stages in an animal’s life.  But there is no ritual for an insect going from larva to pupa or to 

adult, they simply happen.  Which is kind of true for humans as well.  Whether we like it or not, 

we transition from infants to children to adults.  You become a Bat or Bar Mitzvah when you 

reach 12 or 13 years old, whether you have a ceremony to mark the occasion or not.  But the 

term lifecycle event has always sounded a little strange because “cycle” assumes something 

happening more than once, while “event” seems to emphasize the unique nature of a singular 

occasion.  Presumably, we will only have one bris or baby naming, one Bar or Bat Mitzvah, and 

one funeral.   

 So perhaps the best name for the event is the Hebrew term, Simcha, a joyous occasion.  

What are we celebrating on Nov. 13?  A Simcha!  A joyous occasion for my family.  Eitan is tran-

sitioning from childhood to adulthood.  He is becoming a responsible person.  And he is demon-

strating his maturity and responsibility by leading the community in prayer, reading and teach-

ing Torah, and performing acts of Chesed.  What could be more joyous!?! 

 

 
B’Shalom, 
 

Rav Ahud Sela 

Rav Ahud Sela 
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   HOLY COMMUNTY 
 
 
“Any dispute which is for the sake of Heaven will ultimately endure, and one which is not for 
the sake of Heaven will not ultimately endure. What is a dispute for the sake of Heaven?” 
Pirke Avot Chapter 5, Mishna 20 
 
In one of his many books, psychologist M. Scott Peck comments that there are only two rea-
sons for marriage, one being the emotional friction between partners. It is, he wrote, 
through the process of two individuals navigating a life together, negotiating their differ-
ences, learning to listen to one another when they disagree and finding a need to compro-
mise, that each partner in a marriage pushes the other partner to grow. 
 

Two thousand years ago the rabbis of the Talmud already understood this lesson. That is why discussions and debates in 
the Talmud are recorded in detail. That is why we find pairings of opposing teachers such as Shammai and Avtalion and 
Hillel and Shammai, as well as their disciples, arguing and debating with one another. The Talmud actually records over 300 
differences of opinion between Beit Hillel (the House of Hillel) and Beit Shammai (the House of Shammai). (It is an inter-
esting aside that Hillel’s rulings were often based on concern for the welfare of the individual and the weight of Jewish tra-
dition tended to side with Hillel’s opinion.  
 
But I digress…)  
The rabbis of the Talmud understood that the richness of communal life comes not from only celebrating all that we share 
but also by highlighting the differences between us. It is through working to resolve such conflicts that learning, and 
growth emerge.  Respect and tolerance abound. 
 
That tradition continues to this day. In Hebrew, a synagogue is referred to as a Kehillah Kedoshah – a Holy Community. 
Having inherited the tradition of Talmudic debate, it is clear this holiness comes not from our being in lockstep with one 
another but from our learning to listen, debate and discover with and from one another. The same emotional friction that 
is one of M. Scott Peck’s reasons for marriage is key to what it means to be a Holy Congregation. We do not and will not 
always agree with one another. And we shouldn’t. It is why some of our committee meetings and our monthly Board of 
Trustees meetings are often filled with lengthy discussions on a host of topics. Through listening and arguing with one an-
other, we learn as individuals and, in most cases, come to far more enlightened decisions than we might otherwise 
achieve. 
 
In a world of Facebook unfriending, however, I fear we have forgotten that navigating our differences is a key part of build-
ing community. Too often we take offense when someone shares an opinion that differs from ours. When we do, we cut 
off the potential learning that can take place as we build community. We have genuine differences of opinion in our com-
munity. And we should. For that is how we learn from one another and grow. 
 
Over the past few months, I have witnessed a softening. An openness to respectful debate and the opinion of the “other.” 
It has been incredibly refreshing and invigorating to remind ourselves what we have in common as apposed to what our 
differences may be.  To not judge and dismiss, but to reflect and listen.  Ultimately, we are all Jews and believe in the same 
ideal of creating a holy community reflective of God’s love for us and all humanity.  For after all we are b’tzelem Elohim 
(created in God’s image). 
 
As we enter these Winter months, I welcome the opportunity for warm discussions.  Agree. Disagree. Discuss. Engage. But 
above all else, let’s continue to do so respectfully. Let us model the rich tradition of Talmudic discourse and, in the process, 
bring additional holiness to our community.     As always, I look forward to seeing you at Temple.                  

 
L’shalom, 
 

Hazzan Daniel Friedman 

Hazzan Daniel Friedman 

Hazzan’s Notes 
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Chanukah with a Twist 

Many of our students say Chanukah is their favorite holiday.  Some of them like 
lighting the Chanukiyah with their families, some like eating potato latkes, but the 
majority love Chanukah because of the presents.  Here are a few ideas that are 
intended to replace a night of traditional gift-giving and add a little extra mean-
ing.  Think about trying to incorporate one or two of these special nights into your 
family’s celebration this year! 

•  “Quality Time” Gifts: This Chanukah give each other a promise of quality 
time spent together.  Prepare a nice greeting card with homemade coupons or 
certificates that promise such things as a night at the movies, a game of Monopo-
ly, a walk on the beach, an uninterrupted phone call and so on.  The gift of quality 
time helps create family memories which are themselves the greatest gifts. 

• Edible Gifts and Canned Food for the Homeless: Make it a night to bring something tasty whether it is 
homemade or not (sugar cookies in Chanukah shapes, Barton’s or Elite’s chocolate candy coins, and so on).  
But also bring canned goods that are easily transported to shelters for the hungry or make a donation to 
the TRZ Food Pantry. 

• Gelt Giving and Gambling as well as Tzedakah: One family gives everyone cash (Gelt) but tells each re-
cipient that whatever portion of their gift they wish to donate to a tzedakah of their choice will be matched 
by the parents.  Alternatively, everyone can be asked to bring cash to be used in a tzedakah “gambling” 
game of dreidel.  The winner chooses the beneficiary of the tzedakah. 

Give of Yourself: Coupons to be Redeemed Later: On this evening all gifts must involve a promise of some 
future personal service.  For example, “I promise to give my parent an hour of housecleaning without com-
plaint” or “to give my brother a home-cooked meal” or “to read my child a whole book” or “to teach my 
friend to play guitar.” 

Chanukah is also a great time to talk about the miracles in our lives.  In addition to the story of the oil 
lasting eight days, we celebrate the miracle of the Maccabees being willing to stand up for their Judaism 
against a much stronger army.  Let this inspire a family discussion about what things in your life you would 
be willing to fight for and have a light –filled, healthy and happy Chanukah! 

 

Upcoming Religious School Events**: 

Friday, November 5, 6:00 pm- Kolot 

Sunday, November 7- Mitzvah Day (during Religious School) and Daylight Savings ends 

Sunday, November 21-Sunday, November 28- No School- Thanksgiving 

Tuesday, November 30- TRZ Chanukah Party (Religious School ends at 5:30 pm) 

Saturday, December 11, 9:00 am- Kolot (no Religious School Sunday, December 12) 

Tuesday, December 21- Sunday, January 9- No School- Winter Break 

 

**Please see Religious School Calendar for all dates Religious School is in 
session. 

  

A Message from Julia Levine 

B’Shalom, 
 
Julia Levine 

Julia Levine 
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A Message from Danielle Stein 
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Our friends in the ELC have been having a blast exploring, discovering, 

creating, and making new friends that I’m sure will last a lifetime! In Sep-

tember the children spent many days enjoying snack and lunch in the 

Sukkah and one of the days Rabbi Sela joined us for a story.  

In October, we started our TRZ Tots-Child and Me program with the 

amazing Nancy Perren! It was wonderful to see so many happy and en-

gaged little ones and their parents.  

We are still enrolling for the ELC as well as TRZ tots…so tell your friends!  

 

B’Shalom, 

Hayley Wood 

TRZ ELC Director 

(818) 368-0955 

Hayleyw@trz.org 

 

 

A Message from Hayley Wood—ELC Director 
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Mazel Tov to our upcoming November B’nai Mitzvah  

Students and Families 

 

Hi, I’m LeahRose “Jax” Graham.  I attend Holmes 
Middle School where I enjoy studying English be-
cause I get to write my own stories and invent my 
own characters.  When I’m not in school I like to 
draw Anime style art, sing, and participate in 
Scouts.  My favorite Jewish holiday is Purim be-
cause I love getting dressed up in costume and the 
carnival is always fun.  When I grow up I want to 
be an animator.  Thanks for making my Bat Mitz-
vah so special. 

Hi, I’m Eitan Sela.  I attend Kadima Day School 
where I enjoy studying Math.  When I’m not in 
school I love being active, like biking and hiking 
with my family, and playing sports, especially foot-
ball, basketball and baseball.  For my Chesed pro-
ject I’m raising money for the Play Equity Fund, 
which provides athletic equipment to underprivi-
leged schools.  My favorite Jewish holiday is Cha-
nukah because of all the different celebrations with 
family and friends.  When I grow up I want to play 
football for the Rams.  Thank you for celebrating 
my Bar Mitzvah with me. 
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Schmoozing with Sisterhood 

 

Sisterhood programming is all geared up for our new year.  We will have some programs on zoom and 
hopefully in the not too distant future, meetings and programs at TRZ in-person, along with some sweets.  
Most of all, Sisterhood provides the platform for keeping us connected and being able to share our families’ 
simchas and milestones. 
 

Our special thanks to Religious Vice President, Julie Steinschriber for her always inspiring and very much 
enjoyed Sisterhood Shabbat that was held on Friday evening, October 29th.  This evening was dedicated in 
loving memory of our past president Freya Teplinsky.  Thank you to the many women of our synagogue 
who participated and to all those who attended or watched it being streamed.  We look forward to your 
involvement in our upcoming Sisterhood Shabbat morning services on February 12. 
 

Our programs are open to all women, and we do encourage your participation.  Our next program is our 
annual Membership event on Monday, November 8th.  Thank you in advance to Membership Vice Presi-
dent, Lynne Lertzman and Membership Chair, Marla Marks for bringing this fun program to our TRZ wom-
en. 
 

On Monday, December 6th Sisterhood will have their annual Hanukkah program.  Thank you to the Ways 
and Means Committee for organizing another enjoyable evening during this fun holiday. 

 

Now is the season for joining our International Women’s League.  Although we do not collect dues for our 
Sisterhood, we do encourage your affiliation with our International women.  Your check for $15 made paya-
ble to Sisterhood, att:  Lynne Lertzman can be sent to TRZ.  You then have the access to many interesting 
programs and events. 
 

And, please support our Judaica Shop for all your hostess gifts, and Hanukkah presents.  Contact Betty 
Marks, Chair at (818) 360-4452.  She will be glad to meet you and show you our lovely inventory.  Betty can 
also order special items if requested. 
 

Don’t forget, Sisterhood is here for all our members.  We do look forward to seeing your happy faces very 
soon.  Don’t hesitate to give us a call. 
 

Always our best regards from your Sisterhood co-Presidents, 

 

Carol    Diane 

Carol Maller   Diane Schwarz 

Division10@aol.com  mini2maxi@aol.com 

(818) 772-9581  (818) 642-6130 
 
 
 

mailto:Division10@aol.com
mailto:mini2maxi@aol.com
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RECIPIENTS OF SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED 

CLARK DESSER SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

 

 

This year the Clark Desser Scholarship Fund was proud to present scholarships to these dedicated students 
for the year 2021:  Alison Mark, Sarah Lukenbill, Hannah Chubin, Sydney Vivanco and Daniel Kantor.  

 

Alison Mark will be attending University of California at Los Angeles.  She is majoring in Sociology with an 
Anthropology minor..  Her career goal is social media marketing.  Alison is marketing chair for Artreach at 
UCLA, which creates community outreach through Art workshops.  Alison has always worked for what she 
wanted and will continue trying to reach her goals.   

 

Sarah Lukenbill is attending California State University Northridge majoring in Communications Disorders 
and Sciences.  Her goal is to be a Speech Language Pathologist/Voice therapist.  Sarah enjoys the medical 
side of speech and hearing sciences and is interested in the use of advanced medical imaging and finding 
the connection between the brain and language functioning. 

 

Hannah Chubin is attending Reed College majoring in Physics.  She is part of a unique program where she 
will spend 3 years at Reed and then transfer to CalTech and spend 2 years in engineering. Hannah has 
been active in TRZ USY, was a B’nai Mitzvah tutor and TRZ Men’s Club Youth of the year.  She was valedic-
torian of her high school graduating class and received many scholastic awards. 

 

Sydney Vivanco is attending LA Pierce college for her general education classes and then plans to transfer 
to a 4 year university where her ultimate goal is to work in sports medicine. She was class president and stu-
dent body president at Northridge Academy High School. In addition to managing the boys soccer team she 
played Girls volleyball.  Sydney was awarded TRZ Youth of the Year by the Men’s Club  in 2017. 

 

Daniel Kantor is attending Arizona State University, Barrettt Honors College with a major in Kinesiology and 
a minor in Film and Media Production.  His career goal is to be an Orthopedic Sports Medicine Physician and 
filmmaker.  Daniel is an active volunteer at the Covid-19 vaccination site and at West Valley Food Bank.  
Daniel is very involved in many organizations relating to film and medicine. 

 

The Clark Desser Scholarship Fund was established, as you may be aware, by the Dessers in honor of their 
son, Clark, who lost his valiant fight with brain cancer on July 26, 2000 at the young age of 33, leaving a wife 
and 7 month old daughter.  Education has always been a priority for the Desser family and the Clark Desser 
Scholarship Fund allows that tradition to be carried on.  Scholarships are awarded yearly to Temple Ramat 
Zion congregants and their children to help defer the expanding costs of advanced education. 

 

Congratulations Alison, Sarah, Hannah, Sydney and Daniel on your being this year’s recipients. 

 

If you would like to make a donation or want more information about the Fund, please contact Mickey Des-
ser, at 818-363-2165 or e-mail Mickey at, mickey@dictatrans.com or contact the synagogue office. 

mailto:mickey@dictatrans.com
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Save the Date 

 

Monday, December 6th 

 

TRZ Sisterhood’s Annual Hanukkah Fest 

 

This will be a very special evening to  

share with our Sisterhood members and friends. 

 

Lots more information to follow!!!! 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Sisterhood will be collecting new socks and underwear for adults before,  

and on Mitzvah Day, Sunday, November 7th. 

 

Look for the collection bin near the bubby carts. 

There is always a great need in the community. 

Help do a mitzvah!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++= 

 

Library Update 

 

We finally have most of the books re-labled and ready for checkout.  We need a few volunteers to 
complete the computer entries.  We also need volunteers to staff the library on Sunday mornings a 

few times a month, and on Tuesday afternoons, when Religious School is in session. 
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Thoughtful Donations 

Al Levy/Manny Rubinfeld Scholarship Fund 
 

Helene Rubinfeld Bizar IMO Betty Gorelick 
Helene Rubinfeld Bizar IMO Chad Joseph’s  
unveiling 
 
Cantor’s Fund / Ann Littman Fund 
 

Susan Cohen IHO Hazzan Friedman 
Bernie & Linda Leibovitch IHO Isaac Levy’s Bar  
Mitzvah 
Bernie Bubman IHO Hazzan Friedman for his help 
and guidance 
Gochin-Lyon Charitable Foundation IHO Cantor  
Daniel Friedman 
Dr. Bruce Littman & Leslie Littman IMO Ann Littman 
Bernie & Sydell Bubman IHO Hazzan Friedman 
Pamela Hull IHO Cantor Friedman 
Bob & Jennifer Hull and family IHO Cantor Friedman 
Eileen & Edward Echt IMO Freya Teplinsky 
 

Clark Desser Scholarship Fund 
 

Mickey & Herman Desser IMO Clark Desser 
Jane Hendler IHO donation 
Mickey & Herman Desser IMO Freya Teplinsky 
 

Early Learning Center 
 

Bill & Stella Bender IHO donation 
Sheldon & Lila Snow IHO thoughtful donation 
 

Eric Kupfer Adult Education Fund 
Ronald Canevari IMO Freya Teplinsky 
 

Lapides Religious School Scholarship Endow-
ment 
Sherry Lapides IMO Ronnie Hirsch 
Sherry Lapides IMO Lee Hirsch Strickstein 
Ken & Gayle Reizes IHO Isaac Levy’s Bar Mitzvah 
Ken & Gayle Reizes IMO Arthur Friedman 
 

Leaves 
Nancy & Dave Perren IHO Samuel Zev on his Bar 
Mitzvah 
Nancy & Dave Perren IHO Skye Loventhal’s High 
School Graduation 
 

Library Fund 
Carol & Mel Maller IHO Izzy Levy’s 98th birthday  
Carol & Mel Maller IMO Janice & Ruth Banarer’s 
cousin & niece 
Carol & Mel Maller IMO Gary Labin’s grandmother 
Carol & Mel Maller IHO Roberta and Alan Fox on the 
birth of their grandson, Cooper Wyatt 
Carol & Mel Maller IMO Cecil Fine 
 

USY 
Jeff & Bonnie Stern IMO Gil Gordon 

Food Pantry 
 

Mark & Blanche Kraveitz IHO Harriet Book-
stein for a speedy recovery 
The Reiss’s, Osadcheys, Simons & Wolks IHO 
Karen Drew’s 60th birthday 
Rebecca & David Diamond IHO donation 
Barbara Schwartz IHO Judy & Mark Shandling 
and sons 
Gloria Sher IMO Meyer Kraft and donation 
Marsha & Bob Friedman IHO Maxine Simon 
and Shayne Marine 
Paul & Roberta Nathanson IHO donation 
Girl Scouts of Greater LA-Troop #656 IHO  
donation 
Sherry Lapides IHO donation 
Maxine & Rick Simon IHO Dave & Ina Labovitz 
Carla & Harvey Finkel IMO Linda Litwack 
Bonnie Saltzberg IMO Linda Litwack 
Susan Cohen IHO Lydia Markiz and Carol and 
Mel Maller 
Helene Bizar IHO donation 
Herman & Mickey Desser IHO donation 
Marcia & Sheldon Strauss IHO donation 
Evelyne & Bob Reiss IMO Linda Litwack 
Susan Cohen IHO Nancy and Dave Perren 
Ina & Dave Labowitz IMO Linda Litwack 
Bonnie & Jeff Stern IHO donation 
Lee & Ron Robinson IMO Bernard Robinson, 
Sophie Canter and Sam Simon 
Judi & Barry Greenberg IHO Gina Mann  
graduating from college 
Judi & Barry Greenberg IHO Bob & Evelyne 
Reiss’s granddaughter’s marriage and the 
birth of their great-granddaughter 
Judi & Barry Greenberg IHO Rick Simon’s 
completion of his marathon in Utah 
Judi & Barry Greenberg IMO Stan Levin and 
Joan Levin Keith 
Laurie & Art Dubron IMO our parents, grand-
parents and loved ones 
Lauri & Steven Reizes IHO donation 
Renee Becker IHO donation 
Harriet & Eric Leibovitch IMO Esther  
Leibovitch 
Lee & Ron Robinson IMO Freya Teplinsky 
Bonnie & Jeff Stern IMO Wendy Gomez’s 
mother 
The Stern family IMO the father and grandfa-
ther of the Specht family 
Larry & Gail Fiber IMO  Pauline Spiro 
 

Mitzvah Day 
Judi & Barry Greenberg IHO donation 
Los Angeles City Treasury IHO donation 
Evelyne & Bob Reiss IHO donation 
Maxine & Rick Simon IHO donation 
Irving & Joyce Tessler IHO donation   
Joel Rothenberg IMO Freya Teplinsky 
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Mitzvah Fund IHO 
 

Wendy Mehlman & Bruce Littman IHO Izzy Levy’s 
98th birthday 
Bill & Stella Bender IHO Izzy Levy’s 98th birthday 
Susan & Alan Wohl IHO Barry Greenberg’s 60th 
birthday 
Edward & Miriam Kasman IHO their anniversary 
Steph, Alan, Marc & Nathan Osadchey IHO Aaron 
& Charleen Silverman’s new baby girl, and IHO 
David Silverman on the birth of his granddaugh-
ter 
Steph, Alan, Marc & Nathan Osadchey IHO Doro-
thy Epstein’s speedy recovery 
Steph, Alan, Marc & Nathan Osadchey IHO Izzie 
& Nadine Levy’s grandson, Isaac’s Bar Mitzvah 
Marsha & Bob Friedman IHO Sheree and J.P. 
Wolk 
Les Bittenson IHO his birthday 
Jeff & Bonnie Stern IHO the Fedalens  
Anniversary 
Mark Leavitt IationHO donation 
San Diego Outreach Synagogue IHO don 
Mark & Blanche Kraveitz IHO donation 
Ken Levitt IHO donation and holding the Torah 
Bobbi Kostin IHO her birthday 
Bernard Seeman IHO his birthday 
Leon Stabinsky IHO his birthday 
Erika Honigsber IHO donation 
Steph, Alan, Marc & Nathan Osadchey IHO Elaine 
Roth’s speedy recovery 
Alan & Steph Osadchey IHO Carol and Mel Maller 
Joyce & Philip Newman IHO Shervin Yermian 
Sydell Bubman IHO her birthday 
Susan Cohen IHO her birthday 
Renee Becker IHO her birthday 
Dr. H. Farhadian IHO donation 
Gayle & Jim Bishoff IHO Evelyne & Bob Reiss’s 
granddaughter’s marriage 
 

Mitzvah Fund IMO 
 

Heddy Steinman IMO Joseph Soski 
Ruth Sherwin z’l IMO Harold Sherwin 
Reuben Shipkowitz IMO Irving and Davida Ship-
kowitz 
Michael Essner IMO Harry Essner 
Bobbie Sadikoff IMO her brother, Larry Schwartz  
Joan Goodstein IMO Adele Beck 
Irving Tessler IMO Isadore Tessler and Fanny 
Tessler 
Joyce Newman IMO Melvin Port 
Jackie Adelman IMO David Stark 
Michelle Schulkin IMO Annette Schulkin, Shirlee 
Winston and Marvin Licktig 
Gloria Sher IMO Ann Kramer Sher and Michael 
Sher 
Martin & Susan Weitzman IMO Louis Peters and 
Molly Weitzman 
Bonnie & Jeff Stern & family IMO Michael  
Fedalen’s father 

 

Mitzvah Fund IMO (cont.) 
 

Steph, Alan, Marc & Nathan Osadchey IMO Arthur 
Friedman 
Steph, Alan, Marc & Nathan Osadchey IMO Helen 
Baum, Bertha Wainstock and Betty Goldberg 
Norman Arinsberg IMO Rose Arinsberg 
Frank & Julie Steinschriber IMO Joseph Stein-
schriber 
David & Lynne Lertzman IMO Dora Lertzman, Mi-
chael Lertzman, Eric Lertzman, Sandy Lertzman 
and Marcia Gould 
Joe & Iris Moss IMO Hillary Moss and Charles 
Moss 
Jeff Spigel IMO Beatrice Spigel 
Mickey & Herman Desser IMO Jerry Berk and  
Maurine Stuart 
Farla Binder IMO Hershey Binder 
Mark & Ilene Weinstein IMO Eli Weinstein 
Steven Zucker IMO Corinne Zucker-Wurtzel 
Rochelle Kushner IMO Eva and Alvin Goodstein 
Philip & Madeline Cooperman IMO Jess Thomas 
Cooperman 
Jess Coleman IMO Doris Weinberger 
Bobbi Kostin IMO Harry Moshin and Barry Cohen 
Dave & Nancy Perren IMO Mara Cohen and Arthur 
Friedman 
David Forman IMO Jack Drobney 
Leah Granat IMO Pinchas Wainbuch 
Carol & Mel Maller IMO Fred Cohn  
Parvin & Michael Davidson IMO Molook Davidson 
Leonard Katz IMO Ruth Sherwin 
Jim & Gayle Bishoff IMO Freya Teplinsky 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 
Barry Fisher IHO donation 
Bob & Marsha Friedman IHO Rabbi Sela’s support 
Susan Cohen IHO Rabbi Sela 
Labin & Kaplan families IHO Rabbi Sela for a 
meaningful service 
Ilene Feinstein IHO Rabbi Sela 
Judi & Barry Greenberg IHO thoughtful donation 
Paul & Roberta Nathanson IHO Isaac Levy’s Bar 
Mitzvah 
Nancy Fingerett IMO Tom Gillen 
Rivka Horowitz IHO donation 
Shayne & Joel Marine IMO Bernard Robinson 
Harriet & Eric Leibovitch IMO Ruth Sherwin 
Silvia Badgen IMO Alberto Badgen  
Doris Sachs IMO Joel Brandwein 
Ruth Schuller IMO Ruth Sherwin 
Lauri & Steven Reizes IHO donation 
Joyce & Mark Joseph IHO donation 
Maxine & Rick Simon IHO donation 
Pamela Hull IHO Rabbi Sela 
Bob & Jennifer Hull and family IHO Rabbi Sela  

Thoughtful Donations (continued 
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Your thoughtful contributions 
to 

 TRZ enables us to carry out 
many  

programs and are very much  

appreciated: 

 
Please send your check to: 

TEMPLE RAMAT ZION 
17655 Devonshire Street 

Northridge, CA  91325 
 

Please specify to which fund 
you are contributing, and in 
whose honor or memory. A 

note will be sent to the families 
and recognition of your contri-
bution will appear in the Sho-

far. 

 

Todah Rabbah! 

Board of Trustees 
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11/1 Jack & Harriet Daniels     68 years 

11/3 Jonathan & Safia Daks     22 years 

11/14 Michael & Denise Ackerman    39 years 

11/19 Jerome & Sandra Leventhal      61 years 

 

 

12/25 Ron & Lynn Bernheim      38 years 

12/26 Amos & Diane Schwarz      51 years 

12/26 Eric & Jill Aron        3 years 

12/27 Harold & Elaine Adelman      59 years 

12/27 Don & Susan  Lukenbill      29 years 

12/28 Nadav & Rita Sela       51 years 

12/28 Eric & Harriet  Leibovitch      64 years 

12/28 Jim & Gayle Bishoff       47 years 

12/28 Steven & Roberta Wax      47 years 

12/29 Steven & Karen Willinger       19 years 

12/30 Bernie & Linda Leibovitch       37 years 

  

November 

December 

12/1 Marvin & Simone Liebman    59 years 

12/6 Albert & Joan Porcelli    36 years 

12/11 Mel & Carol Maller     56 years 

12/17 Bernard & Gina Seeman    32 years 

12/18 David & Leah Granat    61 years 

12/19 Robert & Marsha Friedman    39 years 

12/20 David & Karen Jackson    46 years 

12/20 Stuart & Nancy Warschaw    51 years 

12/21 Jerrold & Laura Rishe    46 years 

12/22 Steve & Judith Mass     20 years 

 

  

11/19 Art & Laurie Dubron  55 years 

11/22  Michael & Glenda Snitkoff 52 years 

11/27 Leslie & Anita Bittenson     64 years 
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Membership Mentionings 

 

Our TRZ family extends its sincere sympathy and caring to the family of Ruth Sherwin 
who passed away in September.  To her children, 9 grandchildren and 11 great-
grandchildren, Ruth was a special lady.  One of the many Temple Ner Maarav families 
that became part of our TRZ family.  Ruth and Hal z’l felt right at home here, knowing 
many of our TRZ members.  She was a true Aishes Hayil.  We know she will be deeply 
missed by her family and her TRZ friends. 

 

Our TRZ family extends its sincere sympathy and caring to Allan Teplinsky on the 
passing of his beloved wife of 56 years, Freya.  Our hearts are with her children, Mi-
chael and Debbie, Danny and Renee and her beloved grandchildren, Devon, Max, Court-
ney and Alexis.  The Teplinsky family have been 50-year dedicated members.  Freya 
was involved in starting TRZ Bingo.  She was a past Sisterhood President.  She was a 
member of the financial, education and fine arts committee, and served as Adinistra-
tive V.P.  Wherever her talents could be utilized.  Freya was the best wife, mother, 
Nana and friend.  Camping with her Lovin Levelers was one of her most enjoyable pas-
times, besides being with her family and friends.  Kind, sweet, loving, caring, always 
welcoming to new and old friends, a true Aishes Chayil, Freya will be deeply missed by 
her family and her extended TRZ Family.                                                                                      

 

May the beautiful memories of Ruth Sherwin and Freya Teplinsky always be for 

blessings.  

 

Mazal Tov to: 

 

Gloria Sher on the special award given to her daughter Karen.  Karen was chosen as 
one of the 2021 Camarillo Top 10 Community awardees as the Public Servant of the 
Year.  Wonderful to shlep nachas from our children. 

 

Roberta and Alan Fox on the birth of a seventh grandchild, grandson, Cooper Wyatt 
Rubinich, son of Jared and Hillary.  He joins big sister Riley who is very much excited 
about her new baby brother.  May Cooper give the family much nachas. 

 

Mazal Tov to our congregants celebrating milestone birthdays: Ron Bernheim, 

Philip Cooperman, Jack Daniels, Ilene Feinstein, Eric Leibovitch, Elaine Margulis, Leon-
ard Mendelsohn, Arnold Roth, Amos Schwarz, Nadav Sela, Gloria Sher and Sheldon 
Strauss. 

 

May they celebrate many more healthy and happy birthdays. 
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MEMBERSHIP MENTIONINGS  (Continued) 

 

Special Anniversary Milestones to: 

 

Leah and David Granat celebrating 61 years, Anita and Les Bittenson and Harriet and Eric 
Leibovitch celebrating 64 years, and Harriet and Jack Daniels celebrating 68 years. 

 

Karen and Steve Willinger 19 years 

Susan and Don Lukenbill  29 years 

Karen and David Jackson  46 years 

Laura and Jerry Rishe  46 years 

Gayle and Jim Bishoff  47 years 

Roberta and Steve Wax  47 years 

Diane and Amos Schwarz  51 years 

Rita and Nadav Sela  51 years 

Nancy and Stuart Warschaw 51 years 

Glenda and Michael Snitkoff 52 years 

Laurie and Art Dubron  55 years 

Carol and Mel Maller  56 years 

Elaine and Hal Adelman  59 years 

Simone and Marv Liebman 59 years 
 

May they all celebrate many more happy and healthy years together. 
 

Your TRZ family enjoys celebrating and reading about their fellow congregants’ 

simchas, milestones and graduations.  We would like to highlight all your nachas news and 
events in the January/February Shofar.  Please forward your family information by Decem-
ber 6th to division10@aol.com. 

 

Aaron      Naomi  and Bobbie 

Aaron Simon    Naomi Labin   Bobbie Sadikoff 

Membership VP    Membership Co-Chairs 

(818) 585-8786   (805) 231-0122  (818) 429-4974 

Aaron.loren.simon@gmail.com labinnaomi@gmail.com babsadie@aol.com  

mailto:division10@aol.com
mailto:Aaron.loren.simon@gmail.com
mailto:labinnaomi@gmail.com
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TRZ CLUBS 
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Shabbat Times 

 

Lapides Scholarship (2) 
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SHOFAR DEADLINES 

The submission deadline for 

ALL articles and fliers for the 

Shofar is the 5th of the month 

preceding the issue. 

Please remember, the Shofar 

is printed every other month. 

Please submit ALL items to: 
shofar@trz.org 

TRZ, through the Personnel Relations          

Committee maintains a liaison program between 

lay leaders and the professional staff. 

The liaisons are not the supervisors of the    

professional staff. However, they are in regular 

communication. If there is something you wish 

brought to the attention of a liaison, please call 

the TRZ office. Your call will then be brought to 

the attention of the appropriate liaison. 

THE SHOFAR IS PUBLISHED BI-MONTHLY 
BY TEMPLE RAMAT ZION 

 
      Rabbi     Hazzan 

 AHUD SELA     DANIEL FRIEDMAN 
 

   Religious School Director         Youth Director 

 JULIA LEVINE    DANIELLE STEIN NEWLAND 
 

    ELC Director    Temple President 
 HAYLEY WOOD   SUSAN LUKENBILL 
 

Choral Director 

TOVA MORCOS 
 

 

 

 

Affiliated with United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
The Shofar is created by Joni Greenberg and staff. 

LOOKING FOR SOMEONE? 

 

Temple Office 
818/360-1881 

TRZ Fax 
818/217-4696 

AFTER HOURS: 
Deborah Walter    114 

Rav Sela     115 

Rick Demlow     117 

Julia Levine     118 

Hazzan Friedman    121 

Library      122 

ELC      127 

Youth Office     128 

TRZ Judaica Shop 
 

Need a special Gift?  
 

 Our Judaica Shop is open on Tuesday 
at 4:30pm during Religious School.  

  
 Please Call Betty Marks to set up an 
appointment, if you are not able to 

come by on a Tuesday. 
  She is always willing to make the 

time! 
Betty Marks 818-360-4452 

GIFT CARD...FUNDRAISE WHILE YOU SHOP! 
Don’t forget to check the Temple Office for your scrip 
needs. We carry many gift cards in the office and can take 
special orders, for restaurants and other specialty stores, as 
needed. We order frequently, so it is never too long of a 
wait. 

We hope to see you soon! 
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9147 Reseda Blvd, Northridge 
(Corner of Nordhoff, near Von’s) 

 
$3.oo off any purchase of $15.00 or more 

Must bring this coupon 

Royce M. Goldman, MS Ed., MA, LMFT 
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist 

Calif. Lic. #MFC 44326 

 
Individuals, Couples, Family, and Child Psychotherapy 

Specializing in Families of Children with Special Needs 

 
211 West Alameda Ave., Ste. 101  

Burbank, California  91502 
 

16055 Ventura Blvd., Ste. 717 
Encino, California  91436 

 
Office (818) 517-7297 

Contact the 

Main Office 

To See Your Ad Here 

Contact the 

Main Office 

To See Your Ad Here 


