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17655 Devonshire Street 

Northridge, CA  91325 

818-360-1881 

May 2022—June 2022  30 Nissan 5782—1 Tammuz 5782 

TRZ’s  Shofar 

 

 

Renew Your TRZ  

Membership  

TODAY! 

 

Shavuot begins on June 4th!   

Join us for late night study at 7:00pm. 
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A Message from the President 

On Thursday, May 19, at our Annual Congregational Meeting, all members of TRZ 
will have the opportunity to vote on the election of next year's Executive Committee 
and Board of Trustees. This year's slate reflects the renewed vitality of our commu-
nity. Next year's leadership will include long-time TRZ members as well as newer 
faces, some of whom have children in our ELC, religious school and youth pro-
grams. All nominees have been very involved, especially throughout this year, and 
their commitment and enthusiasm has already made TRZ a stronger and more vi-
brant center for Jewish life.  

  

Over the last two years, it has been an honor and a privilege to serve as the Presi-
dent of Temple Ramat Zion. More than anything, my position has allowed me to see 
what goes into enriching and sustaining Jewish life in a synagogue, and given me 
an even greater appreciation for the people who work together towards the success 
of TRZ.  

 

We are blessed with a team of clergy and professional staff who are good at what they do, care about the happiness of 
congregants, and collaborate to ensure that the spiritual, emotional and practical needs of our community are met. Rav 
Sela, Hazzan Friedman, Julia Levine, Danielle Newland, Hayley Wood, Deborah Walter, Walter Palencia, Rick Demlow, 
and our wonderful Religious School and ELC teachers and tutors, I am thankful for your love and devotion to this place 
that means so much to me.  

 

Volunteers are the lifeblood of our synagogue. Much of what happens at TRZ is because of dedicated members who 
participate in all aspects of our operation. To everyone who has volunteered in any capacity, assisting with ritual events, 
administrative needs, kitchen duties, activities, chesed projects, maintaining our facilities, or in many other ways worked 
to make TRZ a wonderful and vital community, I thank you.  

 

During my term as President, I have been lucky to lead a caring Board of individuals who are united in their goal of 
keeping TRZ strong. The members of the Executive Committee have worked especially hard, sometimes daily, shoul-
dering the additional workload of running a synagogue. I appreciate your guidance, trust and partnership. If G-d's plan 
was for me to lead during a pandemic, then I am fortunate to have spent that time with such exceptional people.  

 

Special thanks to Joni Greenberg for assisting me with all sorts of things, including when you worked behind the scenes 
to save Yom Kippur 5780!  Rav Sela, my earliest memory of you is of an early Kolot Shabbat morning when you literally 
rolled up your sleeves to serve bagels and cream cheese to the kids. You are an exceptional Rabbi for your willingness 
to do whatever it takes to get things done. Thank you for your wisdom and lending a kind ear whenever needed. Hazzan 
Friedman, thank you for your faith in me. When you told me that I was the right person at the right time, it meant more to 
me than you can imagine. Michelle Dean, thank you for standing by my side with common sense and a sweet smile, and 
for taking on projects to lessen my workload. Alan Osadchey, you have never shied away from doing what is asked of 
you and will be a fantastic President. 

 

 As I watched services in the sanctuary last weekend, it struck me once again what a special place TRZ is. Six decades 
ago, the founders of our synagogue had the vision to build this beautiful space for the needs of a growing congregation. 
Within these walls they created a hub where the Jewish past, present and future meet. Today TRZ is a place where con-
gregants come to remember and honor those who came before, to multiply joys or lessen sadness in the company of 
friends, and to teach and impart a love of Judaism so that the children can carry on our faith and traditions. I am beyond 
excited at the prospect of multiple generations working together, as congregants, volunteers, and Board members, to 
continue the growth of our Jewish home.  

 

Many thanks to Don, Sarah, Jasmine and my Mom and Dad for their understanding and support. 

 

b'Shalom 

Susan Lukenbill 

Susan Lukenbill 

President, Temple Ramat Zion 
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A Message from Rav Sela 

This year we will celebrate Israel’s 74th anniversary.  74 years ago, a ragtag 
group of Jews, with almost no international support, very few weapons and 
even less training, had the chutzpah to declare an independent Jewish state in 
our ancient homeland and face the fury of six invading Arab armies.  74 years 
later Israel is a marvel, a wonder of technological advancement, a repository 
of our history, and also beset by challenges.  When we think of Israel we either 
are smiling broadly in pride, or grimacing in pain at some embarrassment or 
disappointment.  How should we think about Israel on this 74th anniversary?  I 
think that it is instructive to do a little comparison to where the United States 
was on its 74th anniversary in 1850. 
 There were 30 states in the Unites States in 1850, California being the 
newest one.  A civil war was averted due to the compromise of 1850, but as 

we now know, it was only delayed.  Long simmering tensions between slave states and free states was 
lowered, but not removed.  Settlement was expanding across the West, which would also lead to in-
creased conflict with the Native American population, and to some of the most shameful acts in our 
country’s history.  Technology was expanding, as an ice-making machine was invented.  And culture was 
booming as Harper’s Magazine was introduced.  It was an exciting time in our country’s history, but it 
was also fraught with impending challenges. 
 Israel, on its 74th anniversary, is in a very similar position.  Israel is at peace with most of its neigh-
bors, and through the Abraham Accords it has begun to make real progress in regional cooperation and 
dialogue.  The idea of peace between Israel and the Arab world no longer seems like a dream.  However, 
the long-standing conflict with the Palestinians is still stagnating and there continues to be terrorism in 
Israel, and the potential for war with Hamas in Gaza or Hezbollah in Lebanon is ever present.  The threat 
from Iran is growing as they enrich uranium to prepare nuclear weapons.  Internally, Israel was able to 
form a broad coalition government including parties from both the left and right of the political spec-
trum, and an Arab party for the first time.  But after a year of progress in governing, while avoiding hot 
button issues, the government coalition seems poised to collapse over the issue of the Jewish nature of 
Israel.  As Dickens wrote, it is indeed the best of times and the worst of times. 
 Looking at the US from Europe in 1850, I wonder what they thought of the “American Experi-
ment.”  France had had two brief republics, but in 1850 it was back to being ruled by an emperor.  Other 
monarchs in Europe must have been impressed that the United States had managed to maintain their 
democracy for 74 years, but its continuation was not a foregone conclusion. 
 Today, looking at Israel from the US, some people see so many challenges that they do not be-
lieve in the long term viability of Israel.  I see things differently.  Israel has already faced enormous 
threats and challenges over the past 74 years and each time it has been able to meet those challenges 
and even prosper in spite of them.  Each new generation of Israelis must face new challenges, but the 
resilience and innovative nature of Israelis has shown that no challenge is insurmountable.  Israel at 74 is 
not a perfect country, and for some it may not even be an ideal country.  But it is a country where ideals 
are still valued and big dreams are still dreamed.  Israel will continue to thrive as long as Israelis stay true 
to both Jewish and democratic ideals.  And with a little divine intervention.  As David Ben Gurion said, “In 
Israel, in order to be a realist, you have to believe in miracles.”   
 
B’Shalom, 

Rav Ahud Sela 

Rav Ahud Sela 
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Hazzan’s Notes 
               LET US BE JEWS 
 

You probably don’t know the name, Edmond Fleg (1874-1963). He was a Jewish French 
writer, thinker, and playwright of the 20th century. During WWI, he joined the French 
Foreign Legion, to fight for his adopted country. He was later honored for his military 
service. From 1904 to 1920, he was a successful playwright. His work was influenced, in 
particular, by the Dreyfus Affair, by world events that captured the attention of a Jewish 
world in transition, and by the tragic deaths of both his sons, who were killed fighting for 
France in WWII. 
 
His life experiences are reflected in his writing. One of his pieces is called “I am a 
Jew” (1927). As you read it for yourself, consider the context from which it was written. 
After a life of devotion to his adopted country and the distress he observed in the Jewish 

world, he sought and found meaning in what was always true about him. 
 

I am a Jew 
I am a Jew because my faith demands of me no abdication of the mind. 
I am a Jew because my faith requires of me all the devotion of my heart. 
I am a Jew because in every place where suffering weeps, I weep. 
I am a Jew because at every time when despair cries out, I hope. 
I am a Jew because the word of the people Israel is the oldest and the newest. 
I am a Jew because the promise of Israel is the universal promise. 
I am a Jew because, for Israel, the world is not completed; we are completing it. 
I am a Jew because, for Israel, humanity is not created; we are creating it. 
I am a Jew because Israel places humanity and its unity above the nations and above Israel itself. 
I am a Jew because, above humanity, image of the divine Unity, Israel places the unity which is divine.  

--Edmond Fleg, “CCAR Rabbi’s Manual”, page 203-4 
 
Though Fleg identified himself in multiple ways, biographically, it was his Jewish identity that emerged above all others. 
The circumstances and vicissitudes of his life invested him in a search for who he was at his core. At last, he found his 
Jewish identity, again. In it he embraced his humanity. Above it, he discovered the divine Unity (God), and ultimately 
that the people Israel, the only people to which he truly belonged by birth and by covenant, places unity, which is di-
vine, above all. 
 
His was not only a pledge, it was a plea. I believe that Fleg ached to be heard by God, and to be heard by humanity. 
Though he believed that God surely heard him, he hoped that humanity would hear him, too. And, if humanity would 
know that the unity of humanity is divine, then the devastation of war, and the persecution of Jews and Israel, would 
end. 
 
Fleg prayed for a redeemed world. He believed that despite it all, the divine Unity would prevail against man’s indignity 
to man, and that the future he bequeathed to the next generation would find peace that eluded his own. In the original 
version of this piece, published in 1927, the last line read, “I am a Jew because in every age when the cry of despair is 
heard, the Jew hopes.” 
 
In our own time, filled with heightened strains on Jewish life and growing conflicts everywhere, we pray and plead, too. 
At our core, let us be Jews who never fail to hope. Let us be Jews who strive to repair the world as we look inside our-
selves.  Let us be Jews who fight for compassion, concern and caring for one another.   
 

L’shalom, 

Hazzan Daniel Friedman 

Hazzan Daniel Friedman 
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A Message from Julia Levine 

B’Shalom, 
 
Julia Levine 

Julia Levine 
Religious School Director 

Closing out the School Year 

 

Every year, I write that I am so grateful and proud of our teachers, madrichim, stu-
dents, and families for everything they do to make our Religious School great!  This 
year, that gratitude and pride is even more, knowing the challenges that we all 
faced over the last few years. Our synagogue, and our school, truly come together 
to form a kehillah kedoshah, a holy community.  As always at the end of a Religious 
School year, there are so many people to thank- without whom our school could not 
be as special as it is!  

 

Our dedicated faculty: Julie Blair, Nomi Gordon, Kaylie Romano, Miri Vernia, Danielle Stein, and Rick  

Lupert.  

 

Our Madrichim and Intern: Mia Hoang, Jax Graham, Jude Lupert, Sienna Drew, and Michal Brill. 

 

Thank you for your time, energy, hard work, and enthusiasm.  It is all of you who made this year as suc-
cessful as it was for the Temple Ramat Zion Religious School! 

 

I also want to thank Michelle Troshinsky and Jennifer Simpson, Co-Chairs of our PTA, Audrey Morchy 
(Education VP), Aimee Katz (Education Chair), and all the members of the PTA and Education Committee 
for all of your hard work and support this year. 

 

A special thank you to Lidia Markiz for being our pizza person all year, and to Betty and Marla Marks, who 
make sure we always have enough snacks. 

 

We are already looking forward to a great 2022-2023 school year!  Make sure to mark your calendars for 
the first day of Religious School on Sunday, August 28 and complete your temple membership and school 
registration forms online by the early bird deadline to receive a discount. 
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A Message from Danielle Stein 
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A Message from Hayley Wood—ELC Director 

B’Shalom, 

Hayley Wood 

TRZ ELC Director 

(818) 368-0955 

Hayleyw@trz.org 

The last couple of months brought so much fun to the ELC as we 
geared up for Purim and Passover! In preparation of Purim, the chil-
dren enjoyed making graggers, mishloach manot baskets filled with 
delicious hamantaschen, castles of Shushan and dressing up for this 
festive holiday. We had an excellent turnout for the Purim Shpiel and 
carnival! A special thank you goes out to Danielle Newland for creat-
ing such amazing, family-friendly events for the whole community to 
enjoy!  

During the month of April, we switched gears pretty quickly to wel-
come the next Jewish holiday, Passover (Pesach.) We were fortu-
nate to have the Matzah Factory come to the ELC and teach us all 
how to make matzah! The ELC children worked hard to create beau-

tiful, meaningful Passover keepsakes to add to their family Seders for years to come. The Pre-K 
class did an "Art of the Masters" theme in creating their Passover items. Each item was inspired 
by the art of a famous artist. For example, their Haggadah covers were inspired by the work of 
Jackson Pollock. The children learned all about his "drip technique" and began to explore the 
wonderful world of splatter painting! Other favorite activities were Passover Bingo, making (and 
eating) charoset, painting with frogs and of course culminating with our model seder led by Rav 
Sela, Hazzan Friedman and Julie Lockman! We sure had a blast celebrating the Spring holidays! 

As we look ahead to the summer, we are still enrolling for Camp TRZ! Tell your friends and family 
to contact me for more information...we have a few spots available! :) 
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Mazel Tov to our upcoming May  

B’nai Mitzvah 

Students and their Families 

 

Hi, I’m Eoin Connor O’Rourke, I attend Porter Ranch Community 
school. History is my favorite subject in school because I like to learn 
about new things like how castles are used as fortresses and housing 
for knights. I like my history teacher because she assigns us a lot of 
fun projects to complete like designing and digitally constructing a 
medieval castle in the computer game Minecraft.  

I am in Associated Student Body, California Junior Scholarship Federa-
tion, Running Club and Soccer.  

I can only wish that someday my parents will relent and let my sister 
and I have a dog. A boy can dream.  

Hobbies – The hobbies that I enjoy are playing video games, building 
Legos, going to Disneyland and reading books like “Rabbi Harvey.”   

My favorite Jewish holiday is Purim because you get to dress up and 
hang out with your friends.  

When I grow up, I want to be a Disney Imagineer because they design 
things for Disney theme parks and movies. 

Hi, I’m Nadav Ilan Bootel.  I attend George K. Porter 

Middle School and my favorite subject is art, because 

it’s really fun to do but still be a challenge some-

times. 

I am involved in USY at TRZ.  I love to draw. 

I have a pet hamster named Coco.   

My favorite Jewish holiday is Chanukah, because you 

get the best food, tons of sweets, and presents from 

everyone. 

I don’t know what I want to be when I grow up. 
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Hi, I’m Julian Romar Berzon-Castrillon.  I just turned 13 on March 24th.  I’m in 7th grade and 

I go to school at Porter Ranch Community School.  I started at PRCS in 6th grade, yet I was 

online due to COVID.  I am really happy to be back at school in person,  I love it there.  I 

am pretty much friends with everyone, I get along with everyone.  Plus, I have really good 

grades, proud to say, I am on the Honor Roll.   

I enjoy a lot of things in life.  Life being one of them!  Despite only being 13 years old, I 

love debating things with adults and backing it up with valid evidence.  Could being a law-

yer be in my future?   

I also love taking care of all kinds of animals and I am sure this is true because I have 3 

dogs and 9 guinea pigs.  And hopefully soon I’ll get a bird.  Could being a veterinarian be in 

my future?   

My other interests are playing the piano, ukulele, acting, voice overs, singing and every so 

often stepping into virtual worlds online with my friends.  I really enjoy playing board 

games with my family such as Backgammon and Chess, which are my favorites.   

Recently, I have been learning many moves with a bow-staff and getting quite good at it, 

plus I have become much more active and physical with my exercising, where now I have 

been doing more parkour. 

Being 13, I am still a bit undecided of what I want to be “when I grow up.”  I have thoughts 

of being a doctor because I love to help people, or a veterinarian, and that goes without 

saying because I truly have a love for all animals.  I guess when someone asks me what I 

want to be, right now all I can say is “I just want to be someone who makes a positive 

change in this world.” 

Mazel Tov to our upcoming June 

 B’nai Mitzvah Students and their Families 

Hi, I am Brooklyn Varela. I attend George K Porter Middle School, 
where I enjoy history because the events are exciting and some-
thing that we can all learn from.  My favorite thing about school 
is being with my friends and PE because I love sports and being 
athletic. In my free time, I enjoy playing the guitar and listening 
to my favorite band Twenty One Pilots.  

I love reading books and drawing because it gives me an oppor-
tunity to be creative. My hobbies include watching Marvel mov-
ies and my favorite character is Black Panther. I also enjoy being 
outdoors in nature. My favorite Jewish holiday is Passover be-
cause I enjoy the Seder and eating matzah. 

I want to be a veterinarian when I grow up because I love ani-
mals.  

I am looking forward to my bat mitzvah so people can throw can-
dy at me.   
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Schmoozing With Your Sisterhood 

 

 

Dear TRZ Family,   

 

Sisterhood is so very pleased to be part of the TRZ 60th anniversary (postponed two years).  
Since our charter in 1960, Sisterhood has been a most important supportive affiliate of TRZ, 
both volunteer wise and financially.  We were very pleased to make a significant donation for 
the purchase of a new refrigerator for the catering kitchen.  Our Sisterhood is part of both a 
Regional organization, Pacific Southwest, and internationally with Women’s League for Con-
servative Judaism.   

 

In May of each year, our Region hosts their annual conference.  Prior to Covid, Conference was 
held for two days, usually at a hotel in Irvine.  We had workshops for membership and fund 
raising, Torah Fund and volunteering.  This year was on zoom, Sunday, May 1, and there was a 
very nice representation from our women. 

 

Torah Fund is the only outside program that our Sisterhood supports.  Monies raised go to the 
five Rabbinical Schools, one of which is the Ziegler School at the American Jewish University 
here in Los Angeles, and the Jewish Theological Seminary in New York.  Most students at 
these rabbinical and cantorial schools would not be able to afford the tuition.  The interna-
tional Torah Fund program makes that possible.  Our own Rabbi Ahud Sela is a recipient of 
those scholarships when he was a student at the JTS rabbinical school.  

 

We were very happy to honor Diane and Amos Schwarz at our March Torah Fund program.  At 
that time we also presented the President’s Award (a Torah Fund pin) to Lidia Markiz, a won-
derful volunteer. 

 

Our monthly zoom programs have been very well received.  We hope to meet in person in the 
very near future.  Look for our May 16 annual Social Action program at 7 pm in the Social Hall.  
Learn about the PALS program through the Devonshire Police Department and help support 
them by participating in a creative art project. 

 

May and June each year is when we look to fill our various chairmanships and co-chairmanships 
and officers on our Sisterhood Board of Directors. We encourage your participation.  Please 
don’t hesitate to contact Gloria Sher, our Administrative Vice President at (818) 488-1626. 

 

 

Diane     Carol 

 

Diane Schwarz    Carol Maller 

Mini2maxi@aol.com   division10@aol.com 

(818) 642-6130    (818) 772-9581 

mailto:Mini2maxi@aol.com
mailto:division10@aol.com
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5/11 Stuart & Judith Waterstone      52 years 

5/17 Bob & Jennifer Hull      16 years 

5/19 Audrey & Joe Morchy     20 years 

5/21 Richard & Tami Kraveitz     16 years 

5/25 Arlene & Douglas Hoang     19 years 

May 

6/1 Thomas & Madelyn Neuman        53 years 

6/2 Hazzan Daniel Friedman &   3 years 

 Jodie Levy 

6/3 Phyllis Fleschler & Aliza Goland    4 years 

6/8 Leonard & Helen Mendelsohn      70 years 

6/8 Paul & Aimee Deiter           64 years 

6/8 Jeremy & Serena Oberstein  8 years 

6/10 Mark & Elaine Stover         39 years 

6/10 Larry & Gail Fiber          60 years 

6/12 Jules & Betty Marks          73 years 

6/15 Mark & Joyce Joseph         53 years 

6/17 Marshall & Carol Goldberg         60 years 

6/19 Alan & Roberta Fox          28 years 

6/20 Rabbi David & Bonnie Vorspan    51 years 

 

5/16  Aaron & Charleen Silverman    4 years 

5/29 Albert & Barbara Meister       17 years 

5/30 Scott & Julie Blair      40 years 

5/31 Ron & Lee Robinson      42 years 

June 
6/23 Rick & Diana Mark    31 years 

6/23 Isael & Nadine Levy    59 years 

6/23 Sheldon & Marcia Strauss   54 years 

6/24 Rav Ahud & Alisha Sela   21 years 

6/25 Rick & Maxine Simon   44 years 

6/25  Burt & Janet Govenar   55 years 

6/26  Michael & Hagar Kantor   22 years 

6/28 Joshua & Lauren Silberman    7 years 

6/28  Leonard & Rachel Esmond   36 years 

6/29 Neal & Rosalyn Berg      30 years 

6/29 Burt & Elaine Margulis   65 years 

6/29 Stuart & Cheryl Shapiro   47 years 

6/29 Robert & Royce Goldman   53 years 

6/30 Allan & Joyce Judkowitz   37 years 



 

15 



 

16 

 

 

 



 

17 

 

.  



 

18 

Thoughtful Donations 

Hazzan’sFund/Ann Littman Music Fund 

 
Gayle & Jim Bishoff IHO Hazzan Friedman 
Edward & Eileen Echt IHO 45 years of membership at 
TRZ 
Janet & Burt Govenar IMO Bella Pollak 
Evelyne & Bob Reiss IMO Bella Pollak 
Shayne & Joel Marine IMO Bella Pollak and Regina 
Goldstein 
Susan Cohen IHO Hazzan Friedman 
Jeff & Bonnie Stern IHO Hazzan Friedman 
Naomi Markand IHO donation 
Steven Littman IHO Bruce Littman’s birthday 
Arnold Roth IHO Hazzan Friedman 
Wendy Mehlman & Bruce Littman IMO Bella Pollak 
Wendy Mehlman & Bruce Littman IMO Bill Deutsch 
Scott, Kevin & Stephanie Mehlman IHO Bruce Littman’s 
80th birthday 
Julie & Rob Sitomer IHO Bruce Littman’s 80th birthday 
 
Clark Desser Scholarship Fund 
Amy & Don Graham IMO Julius “Yossi” Willinger 
Mickey & Herman Desser IMO Bella Pollak 
 
Manny Rubinfeld/Al Levy Scholarship Fund 
Mark & Blanche Kraveitz IMO Bill Deutsch 
 
ELC 
Audrey & Yosef Amzalag IHO Shayne & Joel Marine’s 
new grandson, Wally 
 
Food Pantry 
Burt & Janet Govenar IHO Sheree Wolk for a speedy 
recovery 
Stacy & Sean O’Rourke IHO Katie Stern’s Bat Mitzvah 
Michele Schulkin IMO Harold Schulkin, Harry Winston 
and Vivienne Schulkin 
Judi & Barry Greenberg IHO Katie Stern’s Bat Mitzvah 
Judi & Barry Greenberg IHO Joni & Barry Greenberg’s 
son’s marriage 
Judi & Barry Greenberg IHO Sheree Wolk for a quick 
and full recovery 
Judi & Barry Greenberg IHO Audrey Morchy for her  
caring and thoughtfulness 
Judi & Barry Greenberg IHO Bobbie Sadikoff for her 
caring and thoughtfulness 
Naomi Markand IHO donation 
Jeff & Bonnie Stern IHO Judi Greenberg’s birthday and 
reading Torah 
Marilyn Simon-Gersuk IHO donation 
Jeff & Bonnie Stern IHO Katie’s Bat Mitzvah and Hazzan 
Friedman 
Gayle & Jim Bishoff IHO Sheree Wolk 
Gayle & Jim Bishoff IHO Barry & Joni Greenberg 
Gayle & Jim Bishoff IHO Barry & Judi Greenberg 
Gayle & Jim Bishoff IHO Wendy Mehlman & Bruce 
Littman 
Joyce & Allan Judkowitz IHO donation 
Elaine & Burt Margulis IHO donation 
Gayle & Jim Bishoff IMO Craig Dubron 
Amy & Don Graham IHO donation 
Shayne & Joel Marine IMO Craig Dubron 
David & Lynne Lertzman IMO Harvey Lien 
Craig & Rachelli Simon IMO Bella Pollak 

Food Pantry (cont.) 

Judy & Mark Shandling IMO Bella Pollak 
Stern family IMO Bella Pollak 
Linda & Steve Zucker IMO Bella Pollak 
The Knitting family IMO Harvey Rich 
The Knitting family IMO Bella Pollak 
Bob & Marsha Friedman IMO Bella Pollak 
Evette Knight IMO Bella Pollak 
Marcia & Sheldon Strauss IHO Steven Feinstein 
Julie & Frank Steinschriber IHO Shayne Marine and 
Maxine Simon 
Arnold Roth IHO donation 
Susan Cohen IMO Ruby Bennett 
Patti Spiegle IMO Bella Pollak 
Cheryl & Stuart Shapiro IHO Rick Simon running the  
Boston Marathon 
 
Lapides Religious School Scholarship Endowment 
Sherry Lapides IMO Sarah Lapides and Chaim 
Lapides 
Sherry Lapides IMO Isadore Perlman 
 
Tree of Life (Leaves) 
Sababa Havurah IHO Eoin O’Rourke’s Bar Mitzvah 
Sababa Havurah IHO Nadav Bootel’s Bar Mitzvah 
Stern family IHO JP Wolk, Mark Joseph, Dave Perren 
& Gayle Bishoff for being gabbaim & liaisons for 
Katherine’s Bat Mitzvah 
 
Library Fund 
Carol & Mel Maller IHO Joni & Barry Greenberg’s 
son’s marriage 
Carol & Mel Maller IMO Craig Dubron 
Carol & Mel Maller IHO Steve Zucker’s speedy  
recovery 
Carol & Mel Maller IMO Bella Pollak 
 

Mitzvah Fund IHO 
Bernie & Sydell Bubman IHO Sheree Wolk for refuah 
shleimah 
Martin Grant & Judy Davidson IHO Jules Marks 
birthday 
Joyce & Philip Newman IHO Bobbie Sadikoff’s  
birthday 
Joyce & Philip Newman IHO Jules Mark’s birthday 
Joyce & Philip Newman IHO Judi Greenberg on her 
Bat Mitzvah anniversary 
Elaine Friedman IHO Jules Marks’ birthday 
Cathy & Barry Pearlman IHO Katie Stern’s  
Bat Mitzvah 
Cathy & Barry Pearlman IHO Joni & Barry Green-
berg’s son’s wedding 
Bernie & Sydell Bubman IHO the marriage of Erin 
Weiss to Nick Benjamin 
Bernie & Sydell Bubman IHO Jules Marks’ 95th 
birthday   
Osadchey family IHO Gayle Bishoff & Sheree Wolk’s 
birthdays 
Osadchey family IHO Joyce & Phil Newman for 
speedy recoveries 
Jim & Gayle Bishoff IHO Don Graham’s promotion to 
Deputy Chief of Police 
Dorothy Epstein IHO donation 
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Thoughtful Donations (continued) 

Mitzvah Fund IHO  

Sheree & JP Wolk IHO Diane Schwarz 80th birth-
day 
Steph, Marc & Nathan Osadchey IHO Alan 
Osadchey reading his Bar Mitzvah Haftorah 
Alan, Steph, Marc & Nathan Osadchey IHO the en-
gagement of Bailey Wainstock and Jacob Woods 
 
Mitzvah Fund IMO 
The Littman Family IMO Ann Littman 
Bernie & Sydell Bubman IMO Arnold Friedman and 
Lillian Bubman Wexler 
Elaine Friedman IMO Kenneth Greenberg 
Martin & Susan Weitzman IMO Adolph Weitzman 
Mark Weinstein IMO Edith Adler Weinstein 
Michael Zarachoff IMO yahrzeits 
Helen & Leonard Mendelsohn IMO Joseph Brom-
berg and Edward Mendelsohn 
Bonnie Elias IMO Mollie Cohen, Betty Keys and 
Irving Elias 
Harry & Diane Young IMO Sanders Hertzberg 
Cathy & Barry Pearlman IMO Kenneth Greenberg 
Ken Reizes IMO Henry Reizes 
Harriet Leibovitch IMO Bella Zonis 
Michael Bennett IMO Dorothy Bennett 
Steph, Alan, Marc & Nathan Osadchey IMO Craig 
Dubron 
Connie Brockman IMO Max Lowenstein 
Blanche & Mark Kraveitz IMO Craig Dubron 
Bobbi Kostin & family IMO Craig Dubron 
Sheree, JP, Aaron & Lauren Wolk IMO Craig Du-
bron 
Joni & Barry Greenberg IMO Craig Dubron 
Albert & Molly Cohen IMO Craig Dubron 
Jim & Gayle Bishoff IMO Joan Kurz 
Barbara & Stuart Mesnik IMO Freda Mesnik and 
Isadore Irving Cantor 
Elaine Friedman IMO Shirley Einfeld, Craig Dubron 
and Bella Pollak 
Gloria Sher IMO Mark Brian Sher 
Larry Fiber IMO Jean Fiber 
Phil Sutherland IMO Cheryl Sutherland 
Murray Neimand IMO Marc Isaacson 
Joyce & Philip Newman IMO Craig Dubron and 
Bella Pollak 
Dave & Nancy Perren & family IMO Bea Perren and 
Craig Dubron 
Joni & Barry Greenberg IMO Bella Pollak 
Carol & Mel Maller IMO Nathan Cohn and Meyer 
Sklar 
Chesed (TRZ Membership Committee) IMO Bella 
Pollak 
Bill Silver IMO Nathan Pullman 
Jim & Gayle Bishoff IMO Bella Pollak, Regina 
Goldstein and Bill Deutsch 
 

Mitzvah Fund IMO (cont.) 
 
Israel Gaphni IMO Irving Weinberger 
Anita Bittenson IMO Hyman Novack 
Sheree & JP Wolk IMO Bella Pollak and Regina 
Goldstein 
Blanche & Mark Kraveitz IMO Bella Pollak 
Alan, Steph, Marc & Nathan Osadchey IMO Bella 
Pollak and Wilma Waldner 
Alan, Steph, Marc & Nathan Osadchey IMO Phyl-
lis Wainstock 
Nancy, Dave Perren & family IMO Francine Per-
ren 
Nancy & Dave Perren IMO Bella Pollak, Regina 
Goldstein and Bill Deutsch 
Murray Shpall IMO Selma Bebe Shpall and Ted 
Shpall 
Judi & Barry Greenberg IMO Bella Pollak 
Elaine Friedman IMO Bella Pollak 
Renee Becker IMO Esther Becker 
Mildred Bernstein IMO Samuel Sobel  
Philip Newman IMO Emanuel Newman 
Rivka Horovitz IMO Alisha Klam  
Jane Winter IMO Fran Wolf 
Anita Scott IMO Morris Kraus 
Larry & Gail Fiber IMO Jacob Fiber 
Ilene Blau IMO  Bella Pollak 
 
Purim Carnival 
Alan Wolfe IHO donation 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Elaine Friedman IHO donation 
Judi Greenberg IHO Rav Sela for your caring 
and support 
Michael Cohn IMO Regina Goldstein 
Roberta & Paul Nathanson IMO Sonia Na-
thanson 
Evelyne & Bob Reiss IMO Bella Pollak 
Jeff, Bonnie, Katherine & Bridget Stern IHO 
Rabbi Sela’s work with Katie for her Bat Mitz-
vah  
Susan Proum & Nahum Kryzman IHO Rabbi 
Sela 
Arnold Roth IHO donation 
 
Sam Fox Youth Lounge 
Elaine Friedman IHO Nancy & Dave Perren’s 
new grandson, Frankie 
 
Wendy Tabackman / USY Scholarship Fund 
Elaine Friedman IMO Shelley Haber 
 
 

Thank you for your 
generous donations! 
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Your thoughtful contributions to 

 TRZ enables us to carry out many  

programs and are very much  

appreciated: 

Please send your check to: 
TEMPLE RAMAT ZION 

17655 Devonshire Street 
Northridge, CA  91325 

 
Please specify to which fund you are 
contributing, and in whose honor or 

memory. A note will be sent to the fami-
lies and recognition of your contribu-

tion will appear in the Shofar. 

Todah Rabbah! 

Board of Trustees 
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Our TRZ Family extends our sincere caring and sympathy to Pearl Essner and family, on the passing of their beloved, Michael.  Mi-
chael was a mench of a man, caring.  Family and friends were important to Michael and he kept them near and dear to him and 
Pearl.  He will be deeply and dearly missed by those who he loved and those that loved him. 

 

Our TRZ Family extends our sincere caring and sympathy to Laurie and Art Dubron on the passing of their beloved son, Craig in 
March.  Craig was a diehard sports fan, never missing a Kings hockey game for many years. He played hockey as well as coached it. 
He loved to go to the mountains, and snow ski, and when the weather was warmer, waterskiing took up his time.  He was a suc-
cessful realtor.  His love for his family included his siblings, Jeff and Julie and his many nephews and nieces.  Craig made friends 
easily.  In his prime, Craig was diagnosed with MS.  He fought valiantly to live his life as best as possible.  He would have celebrated 
his 54th birthday on April 10.  And, so his dear friends and family raised a toast to him.  He will be most deeply and dearly missed by 
his family and friends, 

 

May the beautiful memories of Michael Essner and Craig Dubron always be for blessings.  

 

Mazal Tov to our congregants celebrating milestone birthdays: 

Bernie Bubman, Joseph Burton, Laurie Dubron, Mona Fleschler, Carol Goldberg, David Granat, Leah Granat, Erika Honigsber, Shar-
ron Le Bo, Marv Liebman, Gayle Reizes and Larry Schwartz. 

May they continue to celebrate many more happy and healthy years. 

Mazal Tov to our congregants celebrating special milestone anniversaries; 

Nadine and Izzy Levy celebrating 59 years, Dr. Paul and Aimee Deiter, Gail and Larry Fiber and Dr. Marshall and Carol Goldberg 
all celebrating 60 years, Helen and Leonard Mendelsohn celebrating 70 years and Betty and Jules Marks celebrating 73 years. 

 

Charleen and Aaron Silverman    4 years 

Audrey and Joe Morchy   20 years 

Julie and Scott Blair   40 years 

Lee and Ron Robinson   42 years 

Maxine and Rick Simon   44 years 

Rabbi David and Bonnie Vorspan  51 years 

Judy and Stu Waterstone   52 years 

Dr. Thomas and Madelyn Neuman  53 years 

Marcia and Sheldon Strauss  54 years 

Janet and Burt Govenar   55 years 

 

May they all celebrate many more happy and healthy years together. 

 

Your TRZ Family enjoys celebrating and reading about their fellow congregants’ simchas, graduations and milestones.  We would 
like to highlight all your nachas news and events in the July/August Shofar.  Please forward your family information by June 7th to 
division10@aol.com. 

 

Aaron Simon  Naomi Labin   Bobbie Sadikoff 

Membership V.P.     Membership co-Chairs 

(818) 585-8786   (805) 231-0122   (818) 429-4974 

aaron.loren.simon@gmail.com labinnaomi@gmail.com  babsadie@aol.com 

MEMBERSHIP MENTIONINGS 

mailto:division10@aol.com
mailto:aaron.loren.simon@gmail.com
mailto:labinnaomi@gmail.com
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 ATTENTION!! 
ALL HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS  
AND COLLEGE STUDENTS  

 

Apply for a College  
Scholarship  

 

It is rare, in this day of cynicism, to be able to honor somebody who truly deserves 
that honor and in this case it is Clark Desser.  We too often attach a value to people 
who do not necessarily deserve it, but can raise money by who they are, not what 
they are.  This was not the case with Clark. 

 

It is unfortunate that the name of this fund is attached to someone as young as Clark.  
As many of you know, Clark, the son of Mickey and Herman Desser, long time active 
members of TRZ, (since 1974) lost a valiant fight to “glioblastoma” (brain cancer), at 
the age of 33, on July 26, 2000.  Clark left a wife, Veronique, and an eight-month-old 
daughter Megane, (now 20 and attending Law School) who both now reside in Neu-
chatel, Switzerland. 
 

The pursuit of education has always been an integral part of the goals of the Desser 
family and the “Clark Desser Fund” continues this tradition.  The fund has dispersed 
over $50,000 in scholarships since its inception. This fund is a permanent part of what 
Temple Ramat Zion offers its member families and donations can be made to the fund 
through TRZ. 
 

Scholarships are available to help congregants of TRZ and their member children  

defer some of the costs of a college education. 
 

Education is the foundation of our society.  Many of you know what it is like to attend 
college, but there are many more who would like to attend collage but are unable to 
do so because of their financial limitations.  Over the years numerous people have be-
come involved in the “Fund”, but there is still more work to be done to perpetuate this 
Fund.   If you would like to make a donation or want more information, please contact 
Mickey or Herman Desser, 818-363-2165 or email Mickey@dictatrans.com.  Mail 
completed applications to 19341 Germain St., Northridge, Ca 91326. 

 

Scholarship applications are now available online  
look for the Shofar article in the May Shofar, they 

are due July 1
st
 

mailto:Mickey@dictatrans.com


 

27 

 

 

 

 



 

28 

 

 



 

29 

 



 

30 

Shabbat Times 
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SHOFAR DEADLINES 

The submission deadline for 

ALL articles and fliers for the 

Shofar is the 5th of the month 

preceding the issue. 

Please remember, the Shofar 

is printed every other month. 

Please submit ALL items to: 
shofar@trz.org 

TRZ, through the Personnel Relations          

Committee maintains a liaison program between 

lay leaders and the professional staff. 

The liaisons are not the supervisors of the    

professional staff. However, they are in regular 

communication. If there is something you wish 

brought to the attention of a liaison, please call 

the TRZ office. Your call will then be brought to 

the attention of the appropriate liaison. 

THE SHOFAR IS PUBLISHED BI-MONTHLY 
BY TEMPLE RAMAT ZION 

 
      Rabbi     Hazzan 

 AHUD SELA     DANIEL FRIEDMAN 
 

   Religious School Director         Youth Director 

 JULIA LEVINE    DANIELLE STEIN NEWLAND 
 

    ELC Director    Temple President 
 HAYLEY WOOD   SUSAN LUKENBILL 
 

Choral Director 

TOVA MORCOS 
 

 

 

 

Affiliated with United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
The Shofar is created by Joni Greenberg and staff. 

LOOKING FOR SOMEONE? 

 

Temple Office 
818/360-1881 

 

AFTER HOURS: 
Deborah Walter    114 

Rav Sela     115 

Rick Demlow     117 

Julia Levine     118 

Hazzan Friedman    121 

Library      122 

ELC      127 

Youth Office     128 
 
Email:   info@trz.org 

TRZ Judaica Shop 
 

Need a special Gift?  
 

 Our Judaica Shop is open on Tuesdays 
at 4:30pm during Religious School.  

  
 Please Call Betty Marks to set up an 
appointment, if you are not able to 

come by on a Tuesday. 
  She is always willing to make the 

time! 
Betty Marks 818-360-4452 

GIFT CARD...FUNDRAISE WHILE YOU SHOP! 
Don’t forget to check the Temple Office for your gift card 
needs. We carry many of them in the office and we also 
take special orders, for restaurants and other specialty 
stores, as needed. We order frequently, so it is never too 
long of a wait. 

We hope to see you soon! 
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9147 Reseda Blvd, Northridge 
(Corner of Nordhoff, near Von’s) 

 
$3.oo off any purchase of $15.00 or more 

Must bring this coupon 

Royce M. Goldman, MS Ed., MA, LMFT 
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist 

Calif. Lic. #MFC 44326 

 
Individuals, Couples, Family, and Child Psychotherapy 

Specializing in Families of Children with Special Needs 

 
211 West Alameda Ave., Ste. 101  

Burbank, California  91502 
 

16055 Ventura Blvd., Ste. 717 
Encino, California  91436 

 
Office (818) 517-7297 

Contact the 

Main Office 

To See Your Ad Here 

Contact the 

Main Office 

To See Your Ad Here 


