TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

SHOLOMFEST 2019
A NIGHT HONORING #MARKTHEMENSCH

For Mark The Mensch
from your temple,
family and friends,
and your community.
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Mark,
You are a true mensch and have had an influence on three
generations of our family! Thank you for always going
above and beyond and for being such an important part of
the warm community we cherish at Temple Beth Sholom.
Daniel and Tamara Nixon
Naomi Nixon and Greg Andris
Eleni, Aaron and Talia Andris
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The Simkins family extend congratulations to
Mark Baranek
on this well-deserved honor!
Thank you for all you do for Temple Beth Sholom and the community.
Mazel Tov!

5

Through the
years…
Love
Family
Friendship
Honored to
know and
celebrate the
ultimate
mensch!
The Aronson
Family
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Dearest Mark,
Mazel Tov!
We thank you for your continued commitment to
our community and synagogue!
You are truly the best!
With love,
Paul, Marie-France, Nadine and David Bloch
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And when someone new enters your synagogue,
You shall welcome them as family, And love them as you love yourself,
For you were once strangers in the land of Egypt.

Leviticus 19:34

Mark, thank you for your unwavering commitment to our
congregation, to the Jewish people, and to
our Jewish homeland, Israel.
With love and gratitude,
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Karen and Marc Rivo
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"A person who runs to do just, good and kind deeds
attains life, success and honor."
Proverbs 21:21

We honor Mark Baranek, with love.
A true mensch of great humility, whom we fortuitously met
when we walked in the door of TBS a few years ago to
observe our parents’ yahrzeits, and who, together with his
Eshet Chayil, Nava, have become good friends.
A huge Mazel Tov!
Rob Bildner and Elisa Spungen Bildner
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“Greet every person with a cheerful face.”
Pirke Avot 1:15

Thank you for welcoming everyone to our sacred home with your
cheerful punim.
We love you,
Gayle, Adam, Hannah, Danielle and Noah
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To Mark Baranek,
The Sisters in the 'Hood are "MARK-ably" better thanks to
your love and passion for Temple Beth Sholom

May you continue to go from strength to strength.
Liza Samuel
President
Annette Cannon
President
Cantor Lisa Segal
Staff Liaison
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The entire Glickstein family honors and celebrates our mensch,
teacher and friend of over 30 years, Mark Baranek
Our children, Avi, Sarah and Jesse, hold him in their hearts. He embraced
them from the moment we arrived in Miami Beach. His love has followed them
as they matured, matriculated, married and became parents. Their spouses
and children are now connected to him as well.
Joanie’s soul has been touched by Mark’s calls on Erev Shabbat and Holy Days,
no matter where he or we are in the world, his willingness to help at all times,
the flowers and his presence that he has brought to our table for decades as a
part of our meals.
Rabbi Glickstein had the privilege to welcome Mark onto our team at Temple
and work with him, side by side, on more projects than can be named. Mark is
always willing, caring, enthusiastic – a blessing.
Ben Zoma, one of our great Mishnaic sages said:
Who is wise? One who learns from all.
Who is rich? One who rejoices in his life’s portion.
Who is worthy of honor? One who shows respect to others.
To our wise, rich, and honorable mensch, Mark Baranek, we love you.
Rabbi Gary and Joanie Glickstein
Avi, Stacey, Simon and Elinor
Sarah, Rabbi Frank, Elijah, Mia and Livia
Jesse, Amanda, Miles and Zeke
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Congratulations to Mark on this well-deserved honor.
You truly are a mensch!
Selma and Jeff Newman
Lisa and Robert Newman
Sam Rabin
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Thank you Mark for your truly magnificent
contribution to Camp Coleman over the decades. Our
sons' Judaism was strengthened at Camp Coleman in
ways that would not have happened elsewhere, and
we will always be grateful to you for the love and
ruach that you brought and continue to bring to Camp
every summer. Mazel Tov to you on the honor, so
richly deserved, bestowed upon you by your
congregation.
Raymond and Wendy Capelouto
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Mark,
Over the last two decades, you have done so much to make
Camp Coleman an even better place.
On behalf of the entire Coleman community,
we offer our deepest thanks for your continued support.
Bobby Harris
Camp Director

Bert Rosenthal
Camp Chair
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Congratulations to Mark for his outstanding dedication and
commitment to Temple Beth Sholom,
and to the Miami and Survivor communities.
You bring joy and light to us all and have been a huge part
of why Temple Beth Sholom feels like home to us!
MAZEL TOV!!
With love,
Andi, Peter, Jake, Noah & Asher Russin
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Mark, thank you for all you've done for our family!
Mazal Tov!
Judy, Roberto, Arielle, Jonah Schaechter
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Twenty years with Mark!
We can honestly say that Mark has been a guiding light on our path to
leading a fulfilled Jewish life. The moment we met, Mark was warm
and welcoming.
The day school was the perfect place for our children to start their
education. His guidance through the early years of our children’s lives
was paramount in developing and forming our families Jewish values.
At every milestone Mark was an integral part of making every detail
both remarkable (pun intended) and memorable.
Always ready to cheer you on or cheer you up.
Mark's dedication to his work and to his tribe is paramount!
We have been so fortunate to have a mensch like Mark whose love for
the temple and our community is tireless and constant!
Thank you for all you do for so many of us!
Thank you for your kindness and dedication.
With love,
Lisa, Neil, Paige, and Stirling Fairman
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Mazal Tov,
Warren and Gail Greenspoon
Amy, Lindsay, Mathew, Jonathan, and Mia
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Mazel Tov!
June and Monte Nathanson
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Thank you Mark for
your many years of
dedicated service to the
congregation of Temple Beth Sholom.
A. Jay Cristol
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To Mark,
A devoted son!
A loving husband!
A caring brother!
A loyal friend!
An outstanding educator!
A committed Jew!
You have every quality of a true mensch and we are so
proud to know you and your amazing family!
Much love,
Elaine and Danny Katz
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CONGRATULATIONS
To our outstanding leader
Mark “The Mensch” Baranek
We greatly value your dedication and service to the
temple, as well as your kindness and friendship.
Warmest wishes
from
Lenore Gaynor and family
Jeffrey, David, Mindy, Matthew, Jonathan, Jacob, Hannah,
Robert, Shelley, Leah, Stephanie, Lori
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#Congratulations
#Well-Deserved
#WhereWouldWeBeWithoutYou
#YouRock
#TodahRabah
#MarkTheMensch
@LisaAndCharlesTreister
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Mark,
Thank you for your outstanding leadership, your dedication to the Miami
Jewish community, and for being a true Mensch.
Mazal Tov on this well-deserved honor!
Your friends at JPRO Miami

JPRO Committee
Mark Baranek, Chair, JPro Miami
Dahlia Bendavid, Gary Bomzer, Rabbi Mendel Dechter, Tamara Donnenfeld, Paul Frishman,
Sharon S. Horowitz, Elliot Karp, Mimi Klimberg, Marian Mendelsohn, Carly Orshan,
Laura Rodriguez, Sydney Schaecter, Andrea Schleider, Lori Tabachnikoff
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OUR CONGRATULATIONS
TO MARK
YOU ARE THE “MENCHYEST”
BARBARA AND ALLAN PEKOR
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Mark,
If you became social director at the local
church or mosque, we would consider joining.
Kol HaKavod.
Tamar Roodner & Benjamin Nahum
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Mazal Tov to one of our own

Mark Baranek
For being rightfully honored by his synagogue
Temple Beth Sholom
Mark, you know how to engage with the whole community
no matter what their beliefs are

You are one of a kind!
With great admiration for all you do
Your dear friends at the Hashkama Minyan
Linda & Barry
Harold F.
Nancy & AlB
Sarki & Elchanan
Harold L.
Gracy & Eli
Shirley & Rabbi Sol
Alex
Fortuna & Emilo
Debbie & Tzvi
Lenore & Stanley
Pam & David

Kiddush is not the same without you!
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We are proud and excited to join in this tribute to our
dear friend

Mark Baranek
Whose kindness, dedication and love of not only
Temple Beth Sholom
but also of the broader Jewish community
serves as a wonderful example for us all to follow.

You are truly deserving
of this recognition!
B'ahava
Robin and Dr. Baruch Jacobs
Bernice Schwartz
Lenore and Stanley Weinstein
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Mazal Tov on Sholomfest 2019
We couldn't imagine
a better honoree!
Wish we could be with you.
Keep showing us
how it's done, Mark!
Jon and Terri Carr
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CONGRATULATIONS
Mark
on this well-deserved honor!
Mazel Tov on your many years of service to Temple Beth Sholom.
Your involvement in your community and your dedication and
support of Israel are truly Mensch-like!
Love,
Lawrence, Debbie
Jenna and Sam
Zucker
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CONGRATULATIONS MARK!
A man more deserving of this honor does not exist.
Thank you for….
· The special and long ago days at Temple Samu-El Or Olom.
· The positive impact you’ve had on the lives of so many children, mine included!
· The life changing experiences you’ve given so many on the March of the Living,
me and my family included!
· Your endless service to the community.
· Your ability to inspire so many to explore and live their Jewish journey
· Your dedication and unwavering commitment to being a Jewish educator
· The example you set for all of us by being a good son, a good husband, a good
brother and a good friend.
· Your kindness and compassion

Thank you for all you’ve done and for all you continue to do.
Countless lives are richer for having known and learned from you.
Mazel Tov!
Fondly,
Ellen Weil
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Congratulations Mark!
Thank you for all you do
for all of us.
With gratitude,
Nikki and Richard Baron
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Dear Mark “the Mensch,”
We would like to salute you along with Temple Beth Sholom
to show honor and gratitude to you, our dear friend Mark "the
Mensch" Baranek. A term that really fits you well. Our rabbis tell us
that a virtue one should strive for is "Do a lot and say little." Mark,
you really make this your motto in your own special way. May you
continue to have much success and happiness in all that you do.
Thank you for over four decades of true dedication and friendship.
We love you,
Lidia and Jimmy; David, Steven, Elizabeth and Andy;
and grandchildren Jarred, Koby and Evan Resnick
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Mazal Tov on this well-deserved honor. You truly represent the definition of “mensch."
Carla Spector
In honor of Mark, a steady bus captain, a gifted teacher, a good friend, a thoughtful colleague, and yes, a true mensch!
Sue Klau
Thank you for all you have done to make the March of the Living such an important, meaningful experience.
I will never forget standing in front of the destroyed crematorium at Birkenau and hearing Elie Wiesel ask thousands of
Jewish teenagers to please sing Ani Ma’amin. Then, hours later I was on a train sharing salami with Holocaust survivors.
What an amazing journey! Bobbi Kaufman
Congratulations Mark,
….a master educator and extraordinary human being, you are a role model for us all. Continued success!
Helene and Abe Benyunes
I Get You! Thanks for continuing the Legacy. Sarah Sheridan
Mark is a fine educator, a superlative bus captain and a treasured friend. Joe Unger
For all the wonderful memories. Elaine Katz
Thank you for sharing your legacy and knowledge about the Holocaust with a generation of teens and adults
on The March of the Living.
Wishing you all the best always—Vicki Einhorn
MarkTheMensch!
Not only is Mark decent, upright, mature and responsible, it is a special joy to visit beautiful Israel with him.
Ann-Lynn Denker
Proud to be a friend and colleague of such a caring human being.
You deserve this honor. Chazak! TK
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To a great colleague and major supporter of the March of the Living. Always wonderful working with you.
Leon Weissberg
Mark exemplifies "Menchlichkite." His very life, demeanor and treatment of others is his greatest "lesson plan" to
all of us as our "teacher." His devotion to Jewish education, Jewish community and Israel is inspirational and the
impact over the years is immeasurable. Kol HaKavod and Mazal Tov! Rabbi Ed and Laurie Farber
“Mark the Mensch”
Thanks for adding us to your extended family! You’re the best!
Lots of Love,The Rothenberg and Brenner Families
Mazal Tov Mark! This honor and recognition is well deserved.
Our entire family has benefited from your Jewish knowledge and 63 community leadership for almost 3 decades.
We are proud to call you a friend. With love and appreciation.
Sarah, Lillian, Leigh & Morrie Siegel
Here’s to Mark for his incredible efforts to inspire the next generation of Jewish leaders.
Thanks for help in keeping our community strong and vibrant. Gary Yarus
May you continue to go from strength to strength as you inspire Jewish neshamot and build Jewish community.
With respect and admiration, Renee and Gary Bomzer
Bravo Mark you are a real Mensch! So proud of you!!!! Very well deserved it!!!!!! Rosy Lofer
Mark, your kindness is genuine and your leadership abilities are far reaching.
I am so honored to have you and your family as dear friends.
Todah rabbah, Gail Harris
Mark always leads the way with his warm smile, kind words and keen insight. Beth Sholom is blessed
with the best role model...a true mentsch! Mazel Tov Mark, Freda Greenbaum
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Thank you Mark for inspiring thousands of future generations to consider their responsibilities to their
communities and motivate others to speak out against intolerance. Its been a honor to work with you!
Michele Burger
Mark, You are a true inspiration to the world!
We love you! Kathy, Max, Albert, Erica, Jeffrey and Danielle Lichy
A perfect award for you. Thank you for everything you have given to our community.
With love, respect and admiration. Nadine and Sidney Pertnoy
Mazel Tov! Continue the work you do for the teens of our community. Rochelle & Marshall Baltuch
Congratulations on this well-deserved honor. Best regards, Fanny Hanono
I knew that Mark was a mensch from the moment I met him nearly 20 years ago on the March of the Living
and every interaction I’ve had with him since has only proven that out. Bob Berrin
I was lucky to meet Mark on the 2008 March of the Living and to get to know him and his parents.
Mark is clearly a man of integrity; a truly good person.
Bonnie and I are honored to count him as our friend.
Steven and Bonnie Schwartzbaum
Mark is a person who leads from his heart. More than a great professional, he has an expansive neshama
which guides him every day. This is a special quality that few possess, but any of us on the March of the Living
have had the blessing of experiencing. His honor is well deserved. Mazal tov Mark!
Rabbi Fred Klein
In honor of Mark, a cornerstone of the March and a second generation mensch! Jay and Glenda Mirmelli
Brenda Nullman, Rabbi Eliot Pearlson
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We are so grateful to have you in our lives - You are like a brother to
us both. It's been more than thirty years for each of us and we've
always known you to be Mark The Mensch!
Mazal tov on this wonderful honor, and thank you for all that you do
to make us and everyone around you feel special.
With love for many years to come to you and Nava.
Alice and Franny
The photo below with Jo just warms our hearts
and is the epitome of MarkTheMensch.
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Mark,
Our community is so grateful for all you have done.
We are blessed to call you "our mensch."
Much love,
Diane and Bruce Katzen
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Mark,
Congratulations on a well deserved honor and recognition.
We appreciate everything you do.
Margie & Michael Blasberg
Levitt Weinstein Blasberg Rubin Zilbert Memorial Chapels
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Dear Mark,
You are such an important part of congregational life - conveying all the values of Judaism.
You respect & honor family & fellow congregants; work hard at your career; share your love of mankind;
transmit your knowledge & education; & act to ensure a warm, welcoming temple experience.
You are a mensch & we are enriched by knowing you.
Donna & Arnie Blaustein
You are part of the fabric of our community. Seeing you at Temple always brings a smile to our faces.
We will always remember the special role you played at all our children's simchas. Much love.
The Rosen Family
Thank you for your many years of dedicated service to Temple Beth Sholom.
Barry and Toba Meiselman
Kol Hakavod and best wishes to the “MARK” of all mensches! May you continue to inspire your family and
friends with all that you do for your community and the March of the Living.
Enjoy your celebration! Karen and Jeff Moness, Toronto, Ontario
You have inspired so many people to engage on a Jewish journey with your friendship,
integrity, honesty and love for Judaism. Congrats on a well-deserved honor!
Mark & Linda Silberman
On behalf of the Adler, Raiffe and Schapiro Families we wish you a big Mazel Tov.
You have been a huge part of five generations of our families and this honor is well deserved.
We look forward to continuing to share in community, mitzvahs and tradition together.
Thank you for all that you do!
You have bridged generations with kindness. First through BESHTY when my daughter Mae was your fan.
And, more recently by caring about my mom, Annalee Pollock, who even at 102,
respected you and appreciated your thoughtfulness. I will always be grateful.
Thank you...Rachel Pollock Singerman
Mazel Tov on being honored for all the important work you do. While you have helped build a wonderful
community in Florida you have never forgotten your Canadian roots.
Congratulations! With love, Mark & Elyse Tytel
Congratulations on this well deserved recognition! Many thanks for your significant contributions to
Temple Beth Sholom -- our youth, our congregation, our community, our people.
You are a blessing to all you meet and we wish you and yours: Be healthy, happy and holy.
Denis Russ.
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Dear Mark,
Karen & Ethan Lazar, along with the entire Cambridge Security team,
send our warmest congratulations on a well-deserved honor. Mazel Tov!
Mazel Tov! We are truly blessed by your friendship.
Love, Adriana, Glenn, Louis and Sabrina Dryfoos
You have been important to our family for over 20 years.
You approach life and work with a warmth, humor and compassion that is rare.
Thank you for the support you have provided to us and so many others at Temple
and congratulations on your honor.
The Schrager Family - Ron, Wendy, Emma and Max
Hiring you when I was president of the Temple was one of the best things that I ever did for the Temple.
You are more than an employee of the Temple. You are part of its heart and soul.
Mazel tov to you and your family. For my dear friend Martin, "you did great." Charles Citrin
From the first day in 2012 when we walked into the Welcome Center to check out TBS, you met us and set the
tone: menschlich, caring, intelligent, insightful, creative, and engaged- a perfect reflection of the TBS
community. We are grateful to be blessed by your smile and your embrace of us all.
Michael and Melinda Berman
Thank you for your dedication, commitment and love. Your warm smile is contagious.
We love the way you make everyone feel special, including Zachary.
We are grateful for all the kindness you (and beautiful Nava) share with us.
Mazel Tov! Marc, Suzanne and Zachary Hurwitz
Congratulations! You have played such an instrumental role in the success of Temple Beth Sholom.
Our thanks for a job well done,
Irma and Norman Braman
You have been a devoted and loving friend and mentor to my family through all of these years.
Your sincerity and soft touch, even in the most stressful of times, is in your DNA,
and your Temple community has prospered as a result.
Thank you. The Hertzberg Family
Temple Beth Sholom has been so fortunate throughout the years to have been represented by such
outstanding individuals, and you my dear friend head the list.
Your efficient manner; your friendly hospitality; your ever-present visibility; and your kind and caring
disposition and character are a well-known and huge asset to our Synagogue.
May God continue to hold you in the palm of his hand.
Judy and Donnie Lefton
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Dear Mark,
Lori and I want to thank you for the warmth and dedication you bring to our membership.
You have always played such an important role in making Temple Beth Sholom a warm and welcoming place.
Our entire community is blessed by your involvement.
Mazal Tov! Lori & Michael Dribin
Wishing you all the very best !!!!
Tony Shalom
Mazel Tov on your celebration! You truly are a mensch!
We love having you as a part of our extended Camp Coleman family!
With Nachas & Love, Lauren, Todd & the Gordon Girls
We love your warmth, enthusiasm, and devotion to making TBS a welcoming home.
Kathy and Larry Hurwitz
Mazel Tov!
You were always there for my children and my grandchildren. You always greeted them with a smile and much
enthusiasm. Even more amazing, you remember and know all of the children's and parent's names.
We all love you, Barbara & Kip Amazon, Jackie & Jon Amazon, Brandan, Eric & Nicolas Chavez
Your ability to make everyone feel so special is uncanny. Thank you for years of welcoming our family - kids,
grandkids, parents and relatives - at Temple Beth Sholom.
No one could be more deserving of tonight's honor!! Love Shelly and Aubrey Reiter
Thank you for always keeping all little rascals in line and making them into responsible adults!!!!
You are loved by all!
Karen and Jonathan Fryd
We are so proud to know you Mark - our shul and our community would not be the same without you. xoxo,
Team Ressler (Vanessa, Gary, Orli, Micah, Nili & Menachem Mendel)
Thank you for being the heart and soul of Temple Beth Sholom. You are a true Mensch.
Mazel Tov on this well-deserved honor! With Gratitude and Joy,
Suzanne, Brad, Noah, Zachary and Ryan Meltzer
Judith, Martin and Robert Madorsky
Thank you for all the love and caring you have shown us and our children over the years.
You truly have made your MARK on our family.
With love,
Cheryl and Dana Kaufman
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Dear Mark,
You are a true inspiration to so many in the community, a big reason I'm where I am today, and, of course, the
greatest MOTL bus captain in town. Thanks for everything you do.
Jon Warech, Director of Hillel at FIU (and MOTL '98 alum)
Mazel Tov on this well deserved honor.
May you continue to go from strength to strength.
Love, Mel & Adele Mann
Set the gearshift for the high gear of your soul. This is Mark.
xxoo Dana, Daniel, Benjamin and Judah Dietch
Thank you for making such powerful connections with Jake, Matt, and Scott!
You are truly special.
Lisa and Ron Kauffman
Congratulations on this wonderful honor. We have shared so many simchas together and other life cycle events.
We have especially fond memories with you at Tot Shabbat, synagogue life, the March of the Living, the girls' bat
mitzvahs, your wedding, etc. You are so much more than a mensch. We love you.
Neil and Sandra Malamud &
Lisa, Alexandra, Jordan, and Marina Cicero
"If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more and become more,
you are a leader" - John Quince Adams
Thank you for your uncompromising guidance. We continue to look forward to your leadership.
Andrea, Seth and Jules Wagner
Such a wonderful event and we are honored to participate in your celebration. All the best to you and Nava,
Barbara, John, Madeleine, Claudia & Ben Barker
Thank you for being such a warm, wonderful, kind and caring person!
We are so lucky to have you here at TBS and in our lives!
Mazel Tov on this incredible honor which is so well-deserved.
Love,
The Bassuk Family
Kol HaKavod Mark for all that you have done for our community over so many years.
May you go from strength to strength. Nobody is more deserving of this honor.
All the best.
Jeff Agron
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Dear Mark,
You are a true gem!
You’ve been a steady presence in our family from the day we stepped foot in TBS almost 20 years ago.
Thank you for welcoming us so warmly. With all of our love,
Joe, Virginia, Kaili, Kane & Jonathan Akar
Every now & then, one's life is blessed when someone comes along who makes a difference.
You are one of those very few. Our family values and recognizes the work you do for our synagogue and
community. We sincerely thank and appreciate you.
Love, Betty, Craig and Liam Berko
We feel so blessed having you in our lives and in our temple.
We congratulate you on this most deserving honor.
With love, Debbie and Andy Hirschl
In recognition of your tireless service, high energy, enthusiasm and dedication to Temple Beth Sholom.
You’re a great human being.
From the Holtz Family Foundation, Jonathan Holtz
We are so happy you are being recognized! You are the smiling face of the Temple.
And, you have been so good to our family that you have definitely left a "mark" on us.
We love you and congratulate you on a well deserved honor.
Linda, Kevin and Danny Jackson
You put a smile on everyone's face!
You’re kind to our daughter Ariel, make us laugh, tell us about the next great event
and most importantly you’re warm and inclusive. You help our community thrive.
We look forward to many more fun times! Enjoy the night! Stacy, Ross & Ariel Borer
With the greatest appreciation for your dedication and commitment to our community and the Jewish people.
We are honored to call you friend. Mazel Tov!
Barbara & Eli Kaplan
Kol HaKavod Buddy!!
What a Journey...from Gang B's Rosh Sport to MarktheMensch.
We are so proud of you. Chazak V'Amatz!!
Robbie & Jori Miller
Mazel Tov! The impact you've made on our community and on our family will always be remembered.
You truly have a special gift and we feel fortunate to have received it all these years.
The Basner Family loves and appreciates you!
Kol HaKavod! Julie, Elliot, Gavin, Owen & Emme
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Dear Mark,
Mazal tov, to a most deserving honoree and mensch! Your leadership and educational efforts on behalf of TBS,
our community and Israel, are exemplary and inspiring. We are so proud to call you friend.
May you and TBS continue to go from Strength to Strength!
With love and respect, Marian Mendelsohn & Paul Kruss
Mazel Tov, Mark!
We are so happy to hear you received this honor. May you go from strength to strength.
Debbie & Gary Dalin, Rachel, Gwen and Stephanie
You are the most compassionate and caring person I have ever met.
During the period when I suffered the loss of my wife Ellie, you were there for me whenever I needed you.
For this, I will never forget you.
Norman Siegel
Congratulations to our dear friend. You have been such a blessing to our community and to our family.
Thank you for your wisdom, guidance and friendship. Our lives are enriched because of you and Nava.
We admire and love you both very much, Beth Bloom, Lyle Stern, Jacob, Oliver and Emily Stern
"A Mensch in need is a Mensch indeed."
Will always be grateful to you for your help at the Kotel during the Mega Mission to celebrate Israel 70.
Ron Mayer
Wendy and I appreciate your dedication and hard work over the many years. Your warmth and presence always
makes us and our boys feel welcome and at home. We are so happy to celebrate with you!
Much Love, Wendy and David Smith
Thanks for a special trip together.
You are the definition of the word mensch!
Love Vick & Katie Crespin
Congratulations for this well deserved honor.
Your tireless dedication to Temple Beth Sholom and the Jewish community has enriched so many lives.
With admiration, Ana and Neisen Kasdin and family.
With enduring gratitude for your reMARKable attitude!
From the Samu-El days to present!
With loveRegina and Danny Zelonker,
Gabriel and Ariana and Family
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Dear Mark,
Congrats on this big honor!
You’re such an important part of what makes temple special,
and we’re so happy to see you receive this recognition!
—Lauren & Phillip Cohen
My family and I are so grateful for the way you have, and are touching our lives...!
Thank you for being such an important part of it. You are truly a mensch!
Miriam Steinberg and family
You have left your "Mark" on so many of us over the years who have had the good fortune of getting to know you
through your many roles at the Temple, and calling you our friend.
Looking forward to celebrating your special night that is so well-deserved!
All our best, the Lash Family
To the ultimate “mensch,” my dear friend, my brother.
Mazal tov on this well-deserved honor!
May you continue your great legacy both on and off the court till 120!
Seth A. Cohen & Family
We spent your first four years at Beth Sholom working side by side. I knew then, as I know now, what a mensch
you are. You continue to give your all to everyone you come in contact with and with every program you create.
What impresses me the most is the fact that you could, and still can, remember everyone's name! Mazel tov on
being the honoree...there is no one who deserves it more! Love, Karen Susman
Words cannot express my gratitude for all you did for my friends & me.
From jr. high to my 1st trip to Israel, confirmation, USY, & as volunteer Head Coach of our championship flag
football team (Tiger, Roar!), you were a father figure when it counted most!
So thankful, Jon Bonchick
TBS and SLJ would not have been the same without Mr. Baranek.
He taught us how to look adults in the eye, and firmly shake hands. Mr. Baranek made Teen Tuesdays warm and
welcoming, and he made sure we always returned week after week; TBS now feels like home.
Erica and Brittany Graff
It is an honor and blessing to have you in our lives. We are lucky to have you as a teacher and a friend. You deserve
to be honored every day because you are the nicest, most genuine person we have ever met.
You are appreciated by us and your community always.
With love, Leslie and Jeff Graff
From your first day on the job, to Hebrew school, Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, Israel, Confirmations, Jobs, Weddings,
to Namings, Bris’, Hebrew school again & more. We’ve been a part of your journey & you’ve been a mentor in ours.
For over 3 decades it’s been an honor & pleasure.
Rina & Jeff Bass & Families
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Dear Mark,
MAZAL TOV! The numerous kudos you are receiving will not come close to the amount you deserve. You have been
outstanding in so many venues, particularly at TBS. Your warmth, concern, devotion, and caring have touched so
many lives in such a positive way. You are Super Mensch personified.
With Great Admiration, Bobbi Ann Ossip
When we first moved to the States from Canada, Mark was there to welcome us to Beth Sholom with open arms.
He gave our whole family a community within Beshty, High Holy Days and Shabbat.
Our daughter Erica has even had the honor of traveling on the March of the Living with Mark’s father Marty.
The Livermans love you Mark
“I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did,
but people will never forget how you made them feel.” Maya Angelou.
You have been welcoming us and including us in the TBS family for over 25 years and we are eternally grateful.
Andrea and William Kirsh
Mazel Tov, Best wishes! Vanessa & Jacob Cohen
Our first Baranek experience was on the Magical Mystical Tour in Israel. Your storytelling and jokes on the bus had
us “Baranek hooked” for life. Our boys (Jared and Micah) developed a special relationship with you which they
maintain to this day. As President, you were my guiding light during the HHD.
We look forward to your stories, warmth and TBS ruach for many years to come!
Shalom and Love! Arden, Jared, Micah, Lily and Jack Karson.
Thanks for being re"Mark"able with my grandson Ben Meland. Carolee Reiber
Mark was a mensch having my grandson Jared Hartley play for the cantor for holidays. Carolee Reiber
Re"Mark”able how Mark has had great BESHTY events for my granddaughter Caroline Hartley. Carolee Reiber
Mark is re"mark”able in keeping all of my granddaughter Hallie Meland’s friends active. Carolee Reiber
“Mark” my words, my granddaughter Libby Meland will always remember Mark. Carolee Reiber
In a world where relationships are the only currency that matters, you must be the richest person we know! Like
the smile and the handshake of Temple Beth Sholom, you have touched too many people to count. You are an
unforgettable part of our congregation, and for that, we are so grateful.
With love from Evan, Carolyn, Ben, Danny and Whitney Marks
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Dear Mark,
Truly great people like you are precious to find, difficult to leave and hard to forget.
The Hildebrandt Family thanks you Mark the Mensch.
A well-deserved honor... Sari and Arthur Agatston
Thank you for always being there for our family and the entire Temple Beth Sholom Mishpochah!
Mazel Tov and a well deserved honor for your dedication to us all.
We love you, The Meiselman Family
When Mark called me 1 year after my husband died and invited me to be the psychotherapist for
the March of the Living, along with 175 teenagers, I thought, wow, that was “menschy.”
10 years later in the Toronto airport when Mark offered to share his dad's cookies with me,
I knew that Mark was much more than “menschy”...Mark was THE MENSCH!
Paula Levine and Barry Harris
Mazel Tov on being honored by Temple Beth Sholom.
You are the glue that keeps the temple and the Jewish community of Miami Beach going!
Love, Eloah, Mark, Sam and Lucas Fisher
You are a most kind soul. You extend yourself to everyone with the warmth and kindness of an old friend. You are
generous with your words, thoughts, and actions. You call us by our names, you make it personal and special.
You, Mark “the Mench” Baranek, deserve to be celebrated every day.
With love and appreciation, Jaleh, Jeff, Micah, Hannah and Max Bast
Congrats Mensch! Thanks for all the work you’ve done for us and everyone in the TBS community. You deserve all
the praise, love & appreciation! We’re so lucky to know you, learn from you, and watch you help others.
And we’re honored to call you our friend.
Laura, Eric, Lindsay, Mia & Paul Gould
We are fond of all things Mark. Thank you for always inspiring us, for leading us, and for your tenacity. The arc of
the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice. With the utmost respect and gratitude,
Your friends at the most Mark friendly law firm in town, Mark Migdal & Hayden.
Congratulations! You’ve done a great job providing the congregation with all sorts of activities and programs.
There’s always something of interest for everyone. You always have a smile on your face and ready to help us all.
Judi Ellenbogen and Julio Rodriguez Luis.
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"So Good, So Good!"

L'Chaim to Mark!

Our dearest Mark,
We could not be prouder of you - you are a terrific, loyal and caring son,
a warm and loving husband, a great brother and a doting uncle!
Your professional commitment to Miami's Jewish Community and the
contributions you have made to Temple Beth Sholom are remarkable.
We are incredibly excited to celebrate this great event with you
and the rest of Temple Beth Sholom.
May you continue to go from strength to strength.
We love you,
Mom, Dad, Nava, Arlene, Syd, Ita, Lenny, Marlene, Sam, Hayley, Uriel,
Jamie, Sam, Reide, Palmer, Brett, Brandon, Jenna and Cole

