
Israel Fellowship Application 

Temple Beth Sholom, Miami Beach 2022-2023, 5782-5783 

 

 

 

 

 

Instructor: 

Rabbi Joanne Loiben 305.538.7231 ext. 135 rabbiloiben@tbsmb.org  

TBS Mission 

Temple Beth Sholom is a vibrant, inclusive Jewish congregation in Miami Beach 
affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism. 
 
We develop meaningful relationships and transformative experiences by 
committing to our core values of Spirituality (,עבודה Avodah), Lifelong Education 
 and Repairing (Yisrael ישראל, ) Israel ,(Kehilah קהילה,) Community ,(Torah תורה, )
The World (,תקון עולם Tikkun Olam). 
 

Israel Fellowship (IFellows) Overview 

The Israel Fellowship is a program in which the applicant will be an advocate for 

the State of Israel on their college campus. IFellows will carry the tools and 

resources they need in order to have meaningful, honest discussions about Israel 

with their peers. The Teen Israel Fellowship at Temple Beth Sholom is designed 

for exceptional 11th and 12th graders who have a passion for Israel engagement, 

education and advocacy. The students will learn about the different facets of 

Israel’s society internally, as well the different international affairs and external 

issues. This fellowship allows the teens to develop crucial leadership and 

communication skills in a cohort committed to Israel advocacy and engagement. 

Temple Beth Sholom will provide the fellows with those tools and resources 
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during their time in the fellowship and accompany and support them on their 

journey throughout college. 

 

The Israel Fellowship is comprised of 2 meetings each month at Temple Beth 

Sholom for 1.5 hours including dinner, with occasional special guests and field 

trips. 

The Israel Fellows will include an immersive service trip over Winter Break - 
Monday, Jan. 2 – Friday, Jan. 6, 2023. This trip will be only open to IFellows who 
participate throughout the year-long fellowship and attendance is mandatory. It 
promises to be an unforgettable week of learning alongside the teens in the 
Justice League Fellowship. 

  
Enduring Understandings 

1. Engagement with Israel and her history, culture, and people add meaning 
to our lives and keep the Jewish community connected, informed and 
enriched. 

 
2. Speaking to everyone as if they are a reflection of the Divine is a Jewish 

value. 
 

3. Youth and young adult voices are valid and crucial to conversations about 

the State of Israel and Israel advocacy.  

 
 

 
Objectives 

1. Learn and discuss Israel’s history, development, culture, society, current 
events, and hot topics. 
 

2. Engage with Martin Buber’s “I/thou” philosophy that when we are in 
conversation with another person, we should see them as a whole 
being, not an object or the sum of their parts.   
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3. Articulate their connection to and passion for Israel, as well as formulate 
their reasoning for being an Israel advocate.  

 
4. Lead others through designing and developing Israel programming for 

their peers. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

Advantages of Participation 

Form new and deep friendships within the cohort and with diverse communities 
throughout Miami Beach and the region. 

Become a more engaged and concerned citizen of Miami, of Florida, of the US and 
of the world. 

Develop a deep sense of connection to Israel and the ability to strongly articulate 
your passion and commitment. 

Become a more engaged, knowledgeable and intentional Jewish young adult whose 
actions are rooted in Jewish learning, values and identity. 

Build leadership skills and experiences. 

Rich experiences outside your normal routine. 

  

Candidate Qualifications 

·  11th-12th grade Jewish students in Miami 
·  Temple Beth Sholom Membership not required 

·  Enthusiastic and open-minded, non-judgmental Listener, team player 

·  Interested in, and have had experience in community service and/or 
advocacy for social justice 

·  Interest in growing as a community leader 
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Student Biographical Information: 

Name:_____________________________________________________________ 

  
Mailing Address: 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

  
Preferred Email: 
___________________________________________________________________ 

  
Cell Phone:_________________________________________________________ 

Current School/Grade: 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah? (y/n) 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Confirmed? (y/n) 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Been to Israel/Date? (y/n) 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Jewish Summer Camp/Name? (y/n) _____________________________________ 

TBS Mitzvah Day Participant/Year/Project? 
___________________________________________________________________ 
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Volunteer Organizations/Year/Project? 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Biographical Information of Parent/Guardian 

  
Parent/Guardian Name(s): 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Cell Phone(s): 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Preferred Email Address: 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/ Guardian are Temple Beth Sholom Members?  (y/n) 
___________________________________________________________________ 

  
  
Parent Signature: My teen and I have discussed their participation in this program 
and we both understand that there is a considerable time commitment needed to 
be an Israel Fellow. I will encourage my teen’s positive commitment and I 
understand that no more than three excused absences are allowed throughout 
the year. I understand that the travel component will take place during the week 
of the Miami Dade Public School spring break 2022. I also allow the Temple and 
Israel Fellowship leaders to include pictures of my teen in social media posts.  
  
 Signature (can be electronic):_______________________ Date: _____________ 
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Signature of Fellow: I have read and reviewed the Fellowship overview and 
understand what is expected of me. I understand that there is a considerable 
commitment and that no more than three excused absences are allowed 
throughout the year. I understand that the travel component will take place 
during the week of the Miami Dade Public School spring break 2023. I also allow 
the Temple and Israel Fellowship leaders to include pictures of my teen in social 
media posts. 
 
This application, including the essays, is my own work or formally cited from other 
sources.  I affirm that the information contained herein is true and accurate to the 
best of my knowledge and ability. 
 

Signature (can be electronic):_______________________ Date: _____________ 

 

Your Programs and Activities 

1. List any programs and activities in which you have participated on campus or 
in your community while in school (such as clubs, debate team, sports, 
publications, drama, music, art, student government, etc.). You will have space 
to list up to four high school activities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2. List public service and community activities. Do not repeat items listed 

previously. Please briefly describe the activity and your role.  
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Activity Role Dates #Weeks 

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

Essay Questions: Please respond to the following essay questions (please attach 
typed answers to the back of application. No more than 250 words each) 

1. Describe a leadership experience in which you made a difference at your 
school or in your community.  
 

2. Describe a specific activity or experience that has been important in clarifying 
or strengthening your commitment to Israel.  

 
3. Write about what your response would be to the following situation: 

 
You just moved into your college dorm and your new roommate sees you hang 
up an Israeli flag, picture, or souvenir that represents Israel. How will you 
explain to them your connection to Israel and why Israel is significant to you?  

 

Optional: What additional information not already addressed in the application 
do you wish to share with Rabbi Loiben? (For example, sports or other 
extracurricular activities you are involved in, special assistance or 
accommodations needed, etc.)   
 

 
Letters of Recommendation: 
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Please include (1) letter of recommendation from a teacher, mentor, rabbi, 
cantor, camp director, school counselor, coach, etc.  
 

Letters of recommendation must be submitted directly from the recommender 
to rabbiloiben@tbsmb.org and received no later than Sunday, Aug. 14, 2022. 

 

Please complete and submit this entire application to Rabbi Loiben at 
rabbiloiben@tbsmb.org by Sunday, Aug. 14, 2022.  
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