
 

 

 

Updated July 24, 2020 

Weinberg Early Learning Reopening FAQS 

Our preschool is going to look very different for a while, even though the 

principles on which our school is built will remain the same – to educate, learn 

through play and nurture your children in a fun, creative, and innovative 

environment to optimize learning and growth.  Please read our new policies, 

listed below, that will take effect July 13, 2020. 

When can my child return to school? 

 Monday, July 13, 2020, for infants and toddlers in Extended Day, with hours 

from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

 Monday, August 3, 2020, for children ages 2-4 in Extended Day, with hours 

from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

 Tuesday, September 8, 2020, for children attending the preschool, with 

hours from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm 

 Within the first two months, we hope to increase the hours of our Extended 

Day Program. 

What is your sick policy? 

In addition to the sick policy set forth in the WELC handbook, children or staff will 

not be allowed to enter the WELC while any of the symptoms below are present. 

In addition, children and staff who have been sick will not be permitted to 

attend school again until they have been free of fever without the use of fever-

reducing medications or symptom free for at least 72 hours.  If the child has a 

doctor’s confirmation that the illness is something other than Covid-19 they may 

return to WELC with a letter from the doctor and following the guidelines for that 

illness in our handbook. 

• Fever of 100.4° F or higher 

• Cough   



• Shortness of breath  

• Difficulty breathing  

• Respiratory symptoms  

 

Any 2 of the following:  

• Chills  

• Repeated Shaking with Chills  

• Muscle Pain  

• Headache  

• Sore throat   

We are hoping that, once there is a vaccine available, policy and programs will 

revert to our traditional programming.  

 

What is changing in the classroom?   

 Classrooms will be at a reduced capacity and run by 1-2 teachers.  

 Infant rooms will have a max of 6 students. 

 Toddler classrooms will have a max of 8 students. 

 2-, 3-, and 4-year-old classrooms will have a max of 10 students.   

 

 We will be using a pod system. Teachers will remain with their assigned 

group for the duration of the day to minimize the number of people 

introduced in each group. Specialists will not go classroom to classroom. 

Our Active Kids Coach and Music Specialist will stream into classrooms to 

guide classes from a physical distance. 

 

 Social distancing will occur by classroom, not by individual (i.e., students 

will be together in small groups). 

 

 Students will use space inside their classrooms and not move throughout 

the school, except for on their way to the playground. The playgrounds 



will be used on a rotating schedule to allow for regular cleanings and 

disinfecting. Only one group of children will be allowed in an outside area 

at a time. 

 

 We are putting our Pre-K field trips on hold.  Bright from the Start has 

ceased transporting children for any purpose other than transporting 

children between their place of residence and the Childcare Facility. 

 

 At this time, we are not planning to offer early morning care, stay & play, 

or afternoon enrichments to limit the mixing of classes of children. 

 

 Some classroom activities will be done in a new way or eliminated, at this 

time, such as shared water play and sensory play (e.g., rice, beans, sand, 

or playdough activities).  

 

 In younger classrooms, we will keep a designated bin for separating 

mouthed toys and will maintain an enhanced focus on children’s 

behaviors.  When a child is finished with a mouthed toy, the teacher will 

remove it and place it in a toy bin that is inaccessible to other children.  

The teacher and student will then wash hands, and the toy will be 

cleaned and sanitized before returning to children’s area.   

 

 To reduce potential touching and contact with your strollers and car 

seats, we will not be storing strollers and/or car seats inside WELC for now.  

 

Will there be Large/Whole School Gatherings? 

 We will not hold multi-class or whole school gatherings, such as Kabbalat 

Shabbat.  However, we will continue to hold Shabbat in the classrooms 

and will have clergy virtually visit classrooms on a rotating schedule during 

the year.   

 

Classroom/Facility Cleaning & Disinfecting 

 The rooms have been thoroughly cleaned and sanitized, and we will 

continue to maintain the new cleaning procedures during the day and 

each night.  



 

 Toys and other items will be cleaned and disinfected daily. Toys that 

children have placed in their mouths or that are otherwise contaminated 

by body secretions or excretions will be set aside until they are cleaned by 

hand by a person wearing gloves.   

 

 We will wash our linen items daily using the warmest appropriate water 

setting for the items and then drying items completely.  

 

Protective Equipment 

 Face Coverings: All staff will wear face coverings. 

 

 Face Shields: In addition to face coverings, clear face shields will be worn 

by all staff handling the pick-up and drop-off processes. 

 

 Gloves: We continue to follow Bright from the Start requirements regarding 

the wearing of non-porous gloves when in any contact with bodily fluids, 

feeding children and when diapering. 

 

 Protective Clothing: Staff handling the drop-off and pick-up processes will 

wear protective clothing. Infant and Toddler teachers will wear protective 

clothing when holding, feeding, and changing babies, as needed. 

 

 Child Face Coverings: All staff members and, as much as feasible, 

children in 3- and 4-year-old classrooms will wear face coverings. Face 

coverings will never be put on babies and children under the age of 

three. 

  

What is changing with drop-off/pick up? 

 We will be saying hellos and good-byes in the carpool lane.  As with most 

preschools during the pandemic, we are following the strict Bright from 

the Start guideline.  Only children and staff who are required for daily 

operations and ratio inside the building and classrooms will be allowed 



inside the WELC.  We will introduce new virtual ways for others to be 

included in classrooms.   

 

 Health screenings and wellness checks will be required at drop off to enter 

the building. A staff member will greet you at your car in the carpool lane 

and take the temperature of your child. Parents will also be asked to 

answer questions daily before their child is permitted in school. 

What are the details on carpool? 

 Flexibility is the key. We will stagger arrival and drop-off times and/or limit 

direct contact with parents as much as possible.  

 

Drop Off   

 9:00am EDP Families 

 9:15 am Families A-K 

 9:30am Families L-Z 

 

Pick Up 

 1:15pm Families A-K 

 1:30 Families L-Z 

 EDP Families as they arrive. 

 

 Drop-off will take place in the carpool circle or in the parking garage on 

rainy days. Please follow signage once you enter the lot. 

 

 Vehicles should pull through carpool and stop in designated spaces 

(follow signage and staff directions). A staff member will greet you at your 

car and take the temperature of your child. Parents will also be asked to 

answer questions daily before their child is permitted in school. The child 

will be taken out of the car by their parent, and their teacher will walk 

them to their classroom. At the end of the day, the teacher will walk 

children back to their cars.  

 

 If possible, the same parent or designated person should drop off and 

pick up the child every day.  Avoid designating those considered at high 

risk such as elderly grandparents who are over 65 years of age.   

 



 Hand hygiene stations will be set up at the entrances of WELC so that staff 

and children can clean their hands before they enter.  The child's hands 

will also be washed immediately upon entering the classroom. 

 

 All staff conducting carpool will wear face masks as well as PPE. 

 

What if my child gets sick at school?  

 An isolation room has been set up to allow children who are sick to wait 

for their parents.  All sick children in that room that are 3 and over will 

wear a face mask, as will the staff member with them.  Siblings will also be 

sent home at that time. 

 

 If a child has a temperature of 100.4° F, either at home or at the WELC, 

they must be fever-free for 72 hours without fever reducing medication 

before returning to WELC. If the child has a doctor’s confirmation that the 

illness is something other than Covid-19 they may return to WELC with 

letter from the doctor and follow the details for that illness in our 

handbook. (Please see full sick policy in our handbook). In addition, 

siblings may also not return to the WELC until everyone in the family is 

fever-free for 72 hours or at the time the sibling my return. 

 

What if someone we know is ill or has COVID-19? 

 Open communication is the key to preventing the spread of COVID-19. If 

you become aware that any person with whom you or your child has 

contact with exhibits symptoms of COVID-19, you must contact the WELC 

immediately.  We will then work with the health department and The 

Temple’s Medical Advisory Committee for guidelines. 

In following CDC, State, and Temple Medical Advisory Guidelines: 

 If a student or any member of a student's household is showing multiple 

symptoms of COVID-19 then that student is not permitted back into the 

classroom until:  

o There is a doctor's note confirming a different illness and not COVID.  

or 



o They are 72 hours fever free without fever-reducing medicine, and it 

has been 10 days since the start of the symptoms and they are 

symptom free.   

 If a student or any member of a student's household has come into close 

contact with someone who has COVID-19 then that student is not 

permitted back into the classroom for 14 days unless that person gets a 

negative COVID-19 test result sooner. 

 

 If a student or any member of a student's household is waiting for the 

results of a COVID-19 test then that student is not permitted back into the 

classroom for 14 days from the date of the test or if they get a negative 

test result sooner.  

 

 If a student or teacher tests positive for COVID-19, the classroom pod will 

be closed for 14 days and the Health Department will be called for further 

guidance. 

What if I don’t feel safe sending my child currently? Will I lose my 

spot/do I have to pay? 

 We understand these are very uncertain times. Please contact Sarah 

Shinsky (404-872-8668 or sshinsky@the-temple.org) to discuss your thoughts 

so we can come up with a solution for your family. 

 

We are doing everything in our power to keep every child safe during this time.  

Working together is incredibly important.  We have worked closely with CDC 

and Bright from the Start along with the Temple’s Reopening Committee to 

develop our re-opening procedures. We are providing you the direct links to 

relevant guidance if you would like to read more. 

 Click here for the CDC Guidance for Child Care Programs 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-

childcare/guidance-for-childcare.html  

Click here for the most recent Georgia’s Bright from the Start Guidance for Child 

Care Providers 

mailto:sshinsky@the-temple.org
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-childcare.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-childcare.html


http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/COVID-

19ChildCareProgramsChecklistGuidance6162020.pdf 

Please feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns.  We know that 

communication with our WELC families is more important than ever. 

We look forward to seeing all of you soon! 

Sarah Shinsky & Audrey Henderson 
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