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 We are The Temple:
Inspiring Lives, Transforming Our World

WE SEEK MEANING.
Our learning, prayers, acts of justice, and commitment 
to Israel create sacred connections guided by Torah.

WE NEED EACH OTHER.
Our dynamic community builds enduring 
relationships from generation to generation.

WE ARE OUR HISTORY, OUR FUTURE.
We are a proud Reform Jewish community 
where our past and our future meet.

GOD NEEDS US AND WE NEED GOD.
God lovingly cares for us and gives us tools 
to better ourselves and repair the world.

WE ALL HAVE GIFTS TO OFFER. 
Each person’s unique contribution 
enhances our mosaic of diversity.

OUR DOORS ARE OPEN TO ALL. 
We are a warm and welcoming home for all 
who seek an inclusive Jewish community.
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Welcome to Breman Religious School
On behalf of the TBRS faculty and staff, it is our pleasure to welcome you to The Temple Breman Religious School. For those of 
you who are entering our school for the first time, we extend to you a special welcome to our family. We pray that this year will be 
challenging and rewarding, both spiritually and intellectually.

We are honored you have chosen to allow us to partner with your family in fulfilling the commandment “teach them to your 
children.” Our educational programs combine traditional educational methods with hands-on and creative learning. We hope that 
our faculty and our programs will bring you and your family even closer to Judaism.

Please take the time to read this handbook and explore all of the exciting programs TBRS has to offer. We encourage you to 
participate in numerous aspects of our program and incorporate learning into your homes. With a partnership between our 
educational program and your family, we have the ability to successfully prepare our children to be knowledgeable and responsible 
Jewish leaders who will guide many future generations.

With all good wishes for a successful school year,

           Rabbi Steven H. Rau, RJE            Elizabeth C. Foster             Bethany A. Smith                                                                                                                                                          
           Director of Lifelong Learning            Family and Teen Educator             Youth Education Coordinator         

            Marjorie Vaughn                                          Stacey Levy             Jacqueline Morris                    
           Education Administrator              Learning Coordinator         Education & Engagement Associate  
                 

The main goal of our religious school is to help our students form a positive Jewish identity that will grow and remain strong 
throughout the years. This identity will enable students to interact in the modern world as Jews, proud of their Jewish heritage. This 
goal can only be reached with the involvement of the whole family in the Jewish learning experience. To achieve this, we want our 
students and their families to:

=Learn and become familiar with Jewish holidays and customs
=Study Jewish history through Biblical and other Jewish literature
=Make Judaism come alive by participating in holiday celebrations, prayer services, and by performing acts of tzedakah
=Incorporate Jewish practices and beliefs into their everyday lives
=Connect with the Jewish homeland of Israel through study and programs

It is our desire that through participation in the Breman Religious School program, our students and their families will be drawn 
closer to The Temple and become more deeply involved in its many and varied activities.

TBRS Mission
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Welcome to our program! Registration for the Breman Religious School begins the last few weeks of the previous school year. It 
helps us greatly to receive registration information promptly so that we can have adequate faculty in place, the proper number of 
books ordered, etc. Our ability to provide the best experience possible depends on your cooperation. To find out more about regis-
tration, please contact Marjorie Vaughn in the religious school office at (404) 873-1734.

Registration

Sunday, August 19, 2018 is the first day of religious school and our opening program. Parents are encouraged to stay throughout 
the entire morning to learn about our program, meet members of The Temple clergy and staff, and get to know other TBRS 
parents. Families should arrive between 9:00 & 9:15 AM and find their student’s nametag (which provides the student class 
assignment). Religious School Committee volunteers (look for their bright orange t-shirts) are available to assist you and your 
children in finding your way around The Temple. As students go directly to class (parents of pre-kindergarten, kindergarten, first, 
and second graders should walk their children to class), parents are invited to a bagel brunch sponsored by the Religious School 
Committee in Schwartz-Goldstein Hall. At 10:15 AM there is a New Parent Orientation in the Chapel with Rabbi Rau, the TBRS 
and Temple staff, and religious school committee members. Following the morning activities, parents and students join together 
in the Sanctuary at 11:30 AM for the opening service and program.  Please plan to join us after the opening service for a Back to 
School picnic on the front lawn sponsored by the Religious School Committee. 

Opening Day

We always put safety and security first at TBRS! In addition to full-time security officers at The Temple, there are many additional 
security measures in place on Sunday mornings to keep our children safe, including a state-of-the-art video surveillance system, 
and locked doors throughout the day. You can help us by paying close attention to the directions of Lieutenant Eddie Smith and 
his security staff by reporting any suspicious activities or unidentified persons to one of our security officers. Teachers, madrichim, 
and Temple staff members are required to wear identity badges so that students can easily identify school leaders. Keeping our 
children safe begins with you, so please pay attention and follow all security procedures.

Safety & Security

Stay Connected Online
Like us on Facebook! 

 

 

 

 

 

Log into Facebook and search: 

The Temple Breman Religious School 

Click like and get notifications, see pictures and 
share all the great things happening at TBRS! 
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Religious School
Pre-kindergarten through Third Grades    $600
Fourth Grade (Sunday & Midweek)    $900
Fifth and Sixth Grades (Sunday & Midweek)    $975
Seventh and Tenth Grades    $675
Eighth and Ninth Grades    $475

Additional Programs & Fees
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Tutoring Fee    $650
Confirmation Fee    $415

Registration Fee (for all grades)   $25

Fee Structure

Sundays
Pre-kindergarten through Second Grade, Confirmation  9:30 am - Noon

Third Grade through Fifth Grade   Period 1   9:30 am - 10:25 am                                                 
Snack Shuk 10:25 am - 10:35 am

 Chugim/Tefilah   10:35 am - 11:05 am
 Period 2   11:05 am - Noon

       Sixth Grade   Period 1   9:30 am - 10:00 am
 Period 2   10:00 am - 10:30 am
 Break   10:30 am - 11:00 am

Snack Shuk 10:35 am - 10:40 am
Break 10:40 am  - 11:00 am

 Period 3   11:00 am - 11:30 am
 Period 4   11:30 am - Noon

       Seventh Grade   Nosh and Schmooze 9:15 am - 9:30 am
 Gesher  9:30 am - 10:00 am

 Elective   10:00 am - 11:00 am
 Core Class   11:00 am - Noon
 
Eighth and Ninth Grade  Nosh and Schmooze   9:15 am - 9:30 am
 Madririchim/Tzadikim Assignment or Core Class   9:30 am -10:30 AM 
 Gesher   10:30 am - 11:00 am
 Madririchim/Tzadikim Assignment or Core Class   11:00 am - Noon

Midweek Hebrew & B’nei Mitzvah Tutoring

Monday  Oak Grove Elementary (1857 Oak Grove Road, 30329)   4:30 pm - 6:00 pm
Tuesday  The Temple (1589 Peachtree Street NE, 30309)   5:00 pm - 6:30 pm
Wednesday  The Galloway School (215 W. Wieuca Road NW, 30342)   4:30 pm - 6:00 pm
 

Class Schedules
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Drop-Off and Pick-Up Procedures
Parents, we care about your child’s safety! Pre-kindergarten, kindergarten and first grade students should be accompanied by 
parents to their classroom before school and should be picked up from their classroom after school. (There are a couple of reserved 
spaces in the front parking lot for 10 minute drop off and pick up for these families.) Students in second grade and above (during 
Mid-Week Hebrew or on Sundays) should be dropped-off and picked-up in the carpool line (or parents may choose to park and 
walk their child to the lobby). On Sundays, traffic flows in only one direction. Please enter The Temple from the main driveway 
on Peachtree Street and follow the carpool line around the back of The Temple. Security officers and signs will direct you to the 
appropriate places for drop-off and pick-up. Please refer to the carpool map on page 31 of this handbook. All students should go 
directly to class after being dropped off. If your child will be purchasing pizza after school, please park and meet your child in the 
motor lobby at 12:10 PM. Do not ask your children to meet you after school at another location outside of The Temple or Midweek 
Hebrew site. Please cooperate with these policies to keep our children safe!

Early Dismissal
Early dismissal of individual students is discouraged. If your child must leave early from school, please park outside of the main 
building and go directly to the TBRS Help Desk (in The Temple lobby). For safety reasons, students are not allowed to leave 
early without adult supervision. If you need to take a child out early, please come to the Help Deak in the The Temple Lobby and 
see Cathy Herman, Religious School Receptionist. She will inform your child’s teacher to send him/her down for early pick-up. 
(Younger students will be brought down by a madrich/a.) As an additional courtesy, please send a note with your child to his/
her teacher that you will be picking up your child early. To ensure your child’s safety, teachers are not allowed to dismiss students 
without having a record on file with the school office. Thank you for following this process for the safety of our school.

Class Preparation and Homework
Students are asked to come to class prepared. Reading assignments should be complete and a writing instrument and books 
should be brought to all class sessions. A variety of assignments may be distributed throughout the year. Some require completion 
solely on the student’s part and others require the input of parents. Your cooperation in seeing that assignments are completed is 
appreciated. Students in the Hebrew program may expect to receive up to one half hour of reading practice per week. 

Attendance
We consider consistent attendance at the Breman Religious School to be crucial to the success of our programs. Our teachers work 
hard to incorporate as many learning experiences as possible into each session. We encourage you to make every effort to avoid 
absences.

If you know that your child will be absent on Sunday, please speak with your child’s teacher(s) in advance to arrange for 
appropriate course work in order for your child to complete his/her curriculum successfully. Students missing seven or more 
sessions (equivalent to one quarter of the year) without having made up the course work are subject to makeup assignments. The 
makeup assignments will be mutually agreed upon by the student and teacher or the Director of Lifelong Learning.

Students who miss their regularly scheduled Midweek Hebrew class are requested to make up that absence by attending class on 
another day that week. Students are required to make up any lessons when absent. Extensive absences will necessitate the student 
to work with a private Hebrew tutor at the family’s expense.

General Policies
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Classroom Visits
You are always welcome to visit your child’s classroom. As a courtesy, however, we request for you to contact the Director of 
Lifelong Learning or your child’s teacher in advance.

In order to foster a safe and successful learning environment, students are discouraged from bringing non-registered friends or 
relatives to class. Because we worry about safety, the visitor’s parent must complete and sign an emergency medical form in order 
to attend class with your child. This form can be found in the back of this book (Appendix A) or at the reception desk and must be 
on file in order for the visitor to attend a class. Guests are limited to one visit per year.

Closed Campus
Students must remain in the building during all school hours, from the time they are dropped off until the time they are picked up. 
Any student determined to have left the premises without permission will not be permitted to return to class until there has been a 
meeting with the student, parents and the Director of Lifelong Learning. Please help us ensure our children’s safety.

Dress Code
Because The Temple is a special place and requires certain respect, we expect students to have a clean and neat appearance. 
Clothing such as flip-flops, tank tops, cut-off jeans, short shorts and t-shirts with inappropriate logos are unacceptable attire for 
religious school. Parents are also expected to set an example for their children by dressing appropriately when entering The Temple 
building.

Discipline
Our hope is that parents will make students aware that religious school is both a school and a place where religion is taught and 
practiced. We feel that attending religious school is a privilege. If a child behaves in an “unacceptable” manner, he or she is redirected 
or removed from the activity for a brief period. Positive reinforcement is used as much as possible, but techniques may vary with each 
situation. Physical punishment or inappropriate language is never used and is never acceptable. “Unacceptable” behavior is defined as 
any behavior which is disruptive to the class or harmful to students. Your family’s support in this matter is appreciated.

If a student cannot behave in his/her classroom, teachers will send the child to the school receptionist. In this situation, the 
following protocol is followed:
= First Warning: The staff has a conference with the student.
= Second Warning: The Director of Lifelong Learning calls the parents.
= Third Warning: The parents are called and the student is not allowed to return to the classroom without a parent 

accompanying the student. The parent must remain in the child’s class for one whole session.

We are committed to each and every student. When discipline problems occur, we will work them out with the students and 
parents. This will help us to ultimately achieve the most positive learning environment.

Faculty Development
Our faculty is required to take part regularly in professional development workshops throughout the year. Enrichment programs 
sponsored by The Temple, in addition to others facilitated by Atlanta’s Education Directors’ Council, educate our teachers on the 
newest trends in supplementary Jewish education. 

Drug and Alcohol Policy                                                                                                                                                              
Our school is committed to providing your children with a safe and nurturing environment. Therefore, we have a no tolerance 
policy towards drugs and alcohol. If a student of the Breman Religious School is found with any illegal or prohibited substance 
(i.e. drugs, alcohol, or tobacco) at any activity sponsored by the school (shul-ins, retreats, etc.), the parent/s will be called and the 
student will be suspended from class or sent home from the activity at the expense of the parents. The student cannot return until 
there has been a meeting with the student, parents and the Director of Lifelong Learning. 

General Policies [continued]
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Learning Consultant
The Breman Religious School is committed to meeting the individual needs of each student. If your child has a learning need, 
medical condition, or if there has been a special circumstance (birth, death, divorce) in your family, please indicate this on your 
registration form and make an appointment to see the Director of Lifelong Learning. This will help us to be more sensitive to your 
child’s individual needs.

Stacey Levy, The Temple’s Learning Consultant, and our Learning Lab Coordinator work directly with classroom teachers to 
model lessons and provide strategies for a variety of learning differences by creating individual learning plans for students. To learn 
more about these services and to find out how we can best assist your child, please contact Rabbi Rau.                                                                                

Snacks                                                                                                                                                                                  
Traditionally, when children began learning Hebrew, a drop of honey is placed on the top corner of the page and the child tastes it 
in order to remind them of the sweetness of learning.  In order to keep learning sweet at The Temple Breman Religious School, we 
have snack options each Sunday during Religious School.  TBRS provides a small slice of challah and a cup of grape juice for pre-
kindergarten through first grade classes every Sunday morning to practice the Shabbat blessings. Second grade teachers work 
with parents to create a snack rotation.* Third through sixth grade students have the option to visit the “Snack Shuk” each week 
to purchase one of our semi-healthy options. We have peanut-free, gluten-free, and dairy-free options.* All items cost $1.00 and 
all the proceeds will go toward the confirmation class gift to The Temple.  TBRS also provides bagels for all seventh through tenth 
grade students. Bagels are available beginning at 9:15 AM each morning and are first-come, first-served.

Additionally, we are aware that many students come directly to Midweek Hebrew from their weekday school. We suggest that 
students bring a snack to eat before class begins. No food should be brought into Midweek Hebrew classrooms.

*If a student has an additional or severe food allergy, we recommend that the child’s parent provides an individual snack for his/her 
child labeled accordingly in order to avoid confusion.

Tzedakah & Can Collections
The prophetic ideal of Reform Judaism is preached as well as practiced in the Breman Religious School. The mitzvah of tzedakah (just 
and righteous actions) encourages and enables children in our school to contribute towards Jewish and general philanthropic causes 
in a purposeful and educational manner. In the process, they learn the art of participation in organized Jewish community life.

Students are encouraged to bring tzedakah (loose change or cash) weekly to class.  Funds collected help subsidize our Zaban 
Paradies Center for Homeless Couples lunch making and other local and international causes. In addition, students are requested 
to bring a can of food each week to support Atlanta’s local food bank.

Zaban Paradies Center for Homeless Couples & Toomer Elementary School
The Breman Religious School collects needed items for The Zaban Paradies Center for Homeless Couples and Toomer Elementary 
School (our adopted school) during our collection drive in August.  Our 4th and 7th grade students also make lunches for the 
Zaban Paradies Center for Homeless Couples as a part of their Sunday morning curriculum. 

TBRS Awards
Two annual awards are presented on Confirmation weekend to tenth graders at the culmination of their religious school studies:
= Eloise K. Shurgin Award - Eloise K. Shurgin loved this congregation with her whole heart. Her spirit and service was 

marked by enthusiasm and dedication. This award is given each year to our Confirmand who best exemplifies these ideals.
= Freddie Fenster Memorial Award - The Fenster Award is given each year to a member of the Confirmation Class for 

excellence in achievement, dedication of purpose and devotion to Jewish ideals.
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Getting in Touch with Your Child
= If you need to contact our school on Sunday mornings, please call (404) 873-1734 and Cathy Herman, the TBRS 

receptionist will be able to assist you (between 9:30 am and Noon). If the receptionist does not answer during these times, 
please wait 5 minutes and call back. Please do not leave a message.

= In case of emergency during Midweek Hebrew, please call the emergency cell phone (404) 293-5915.

Weekly Emails and Updates
Every week when TBRS is in session, parents receive a weekly e-mail update of school events (typically Thursday at noon). The 
email features all upcoming events and notifies parents and students of schedule changes. Please be sure to read the email carefully 
each week. Classroom teachers send frequent updates by email to parents. 

Progress Reports
Academics are an integral part of the Breman Religious School program. Twice each year, students in pre-kindergarten-6th 
grades receive progress reports designed to keep you informed of your child’s studies and progress in Sunday and Midweek 
Hebrew classes. Our hope is that these comments encourage students to continue their hard work toward bar/bat mitzvah and 
confirmation. Parents should feel free to contact the teacher or the Director of Lifelong Learning to discuss their child’s progress at 
any time.

Inclement Weather - Sundays
A decision about inclement weather regarding the closing of Religious School will be made no later than 8:30 AM on Sunday 
morning. The decision will always be in favor of caution and safety. A closing will be broadcast on WSB radio or television; Fox 
Atlanta and 11 Alive. If the school is closed, Calling Post will call you with a recorded message from the TBRS staff.

Inclement Weather - Midweek Hebrew
A decision about inclement weather regarding the closing of Midweek Hebrew will be made by 3:00 PM that afternoon. If either 
APS, Fulton or Dekalb County public schools (including their afternoon programs) are closed, Hebrew will also be canceled. A 
closing will be broadcast on WSB radio or television, Fox Atlanta, and 11 Alive. If in doubt, please feel free to call the Temple after 
3pm, (404) 873-1734. PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE SATELLITE LOCATIONS.

Judith Kirschner Sunday
Judith Kirschner Sunday is a Jewish cultural day of learning for elementary students sponsored by the WRJ’s Judith Kirschner 
Fund.  Previous programs have included puppeteers, hands-on programs, artists, and musicians. For more information, please 
contact Elizabeth Foster at efoster@the-temple.org. 

Israel Programming
We are deeply committed to providing innovative ways for our students to connect with Israel. This year we are excited for the 
following opportunities:

Shinshinim Program: Shinshim are Israeli teens who are giving one year of pre-army service to devote towards work in our 
community to build a bridge between Israeli youth and Jewish communities around the world. We are excited to welcome 
Yuval Moyal to our community this year. She will be visiting all of our classes sharing her love of our Jewish homeland, Israel. 

School-to-School Mifgash Program: Working with the Yachdav, Jewish Peoplehood Education Center, our 5th grade classes 
are paired with classes in Israel to build connections and participate in mutual learning experiences. 

Jewish Musuem 
This year we have a wonderful opportunity for our first through fifth grade students to learn together:

Jewish Museum: December 16 from 9:30 AM-Noon
Our 4th-5th grade classes are assigned one of aspect of Judaism (including history and culture). They will transform their room 
into an interactive exhibit to teach our first through third graders about their topic.

Communications

Enrichment Activities
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The 45 Club- 4th & 5th Grade Youth Group
This is The Temple’s youth group just for our 4th and 5th grade kids. We meet throughout the year for fun programs as well as 
participate in larger programs, like a city-wide Quidditch tournament in November. For more information or to get involved, 
please contact Bethany Smith at bsmith@the-temple.org. Please refer to the Calendars section in the back of this handbook for 
specific dates of these programs.

Project Pop-Up (9th-12th Grades): We are empowering our teens to plan, recruit, and host events for friends and teens who 
share common interests as themselves. We will help with everything our hosts needs to have a successful event including providing 
registration and a chaperone. 

Project 678 (6th-8th Grades): This group is just for our middle schoolers! Join us for social programs all around Atlanta. Please 
refer to the Calendars section in the back of this handbook for specific dates and programs.

Project Tolerance (8th-12th Grades): This group of high schoolers, directed by Mira Hirsch, come together to create a 
moving and entertaining performance piece about the inclusion of others. Through Project Tolerance, participants look at past 
behaviors, such as those that led to the Holocaust, to understand how to create a better world for tomorrow – to ensure “Never 
Again”. Performances are held for middle and high school audiences throughout the year at The Temple and local schools.  

Project Merry Mitzvah (8th-12th Grades):  Teens are invited to participate in our annual mitzvah project for The Zaban 
Paradies Center for Homeless Couples in December. Teens are needed to help fundraise, plan, and implement the meal and 
shopping experience for the residents. We hold a fundraising carnival in the fall after Religious School to raise money for this 
event.

Project Gesher: Our Gesher Peer Leaders are ready for another successful year of Gesher (bridge) for our seventh, eighth, 
and ninth grade students. Every other week, our middle school students meet with these eleventh and twelfth grade peer leaders 
to discuss and process through pertinent Jewish teen issues. In addition, the Gesher Peer Leaders travel with our students on their 
class trips to Tennessee and/or New Orleans. Juniors and Seniors can apply for the Gesher program in the spring each year.         

Project NFTY (9th-12th Grades): All teens are invited to participate in NFTY-SAR, the North American Federation of Temple 
Youth- Southern Area Region. This group meets several times throughout the year for regional events called “kallah”. 

Project Madrichim: Eleventh and twelfth grade students are encouraged to sign up to work as teacher’s aides in one of 
the lower elementary religious school classrooms. Madrichim (literally “leaders” in Hebrew) are valued members of the religious 
school faculty who assist teachers in all aspects of the curriculum. Eighth graders also serve as assistant madrichim on Sunday 
mornings as part of their curriculum. These students not only assist in the classrooms and work with students, but also attend 
regular workshops with our education staff to help build their skills in the classroom. Volunteer hours and a gift are awarded at the 
end of the year for all juniors and seniors. All teens in Project Madrichim must attend an orientation session in August. 

Project Tzadikim: Eleventh and twelfth grade students may choose to apply to work as tzadikim (righteous assistants) in 
the religious school program. Tzadikim work as assistants to students with learning needs, under the guidance of our learning 
specialist. Ninth graders serve as tzadikim once they have completed Project Madrichim. Volunteer hours and a gift are awarded at 
the end of the year for all juniors and seniors. All teens in Project Tzadikim must attend an orientation session in August.                                                                                                                                         

For more information on any of the programs in Project Connect, please contact Bethany Smith at bsmith@the-temple.org or 
Elizabeth Foster at efoster@the-temple.org.

Enrichment Activities [continued]
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Class Trip (Third Grade)
Third Grade students travel with Rabbi Rau and the education staff for a full day which includes a volunteer project and social 
time as a class to bond with their peers. 

Shul-Ins at The Temple (4th & 10th Grades)
Our fourth grade students participate in a Shul-in (sleepover) at The Temple in February. From 6:00 pm Saturday until 9:00 am 
on Sunday morning, participants get to know other fourth grade students and begin to feel “at home” in The Temple. There are no 
Sunday morning classes for fourth graders the next day. 
Tenth grade students also participate in a shul-in in February. Drop off is at 6:30 PM Saturday evening and pick up is at 9:00 AM 
the next morning.

Overnight Class Trips (Fifth through Tenth Grades)
Fifth grade students participate in an overnight trip to Camp Coleman in Cleveland, GA in the spring. During this weekend, 
students get to know their classmates better, participate in creative Jewish programming, and spend time having fun. 

Sixth Grade students travel with Rabbi Rau and Elizabeth Foster to North Georgia. After an overnight at Camp Coleman, 
students volunteer at a senior living center followed by an afternoon at an arcade-type place. Students return on Saturday evening.

Seventh grade students travel with Rabbi Rau and their Gesher Leaders to Whitwell and Chattanooga, TN for an overnight visit 
to the Paperclips Holocaust exhibit, a night out at an amusement center, and a caving adventure.

Eighth and ninth grade students travel with Rabbi Rau, Elizabeth Foster and their peer leaders to New Orleans or Florida 
(alternating years) in January for a social action, social and Jewish heritage trip. This year, we will be traveling to New Orleans.

Tenth grade students also take a weekend trip each school year to New York with their teachers and clergy. On this trip, 
confirmation students trace Jewish immigration and explore Judaism in the largest Jewish community in America.

Please refer to the Calendars section in the back of this handbook for specific dates of these programs. More information will be sent 
directly to families. For more information, please contact Elizabeth Foster at efoster@the-temple.org.

Teen and Family Israel Experience 
Each June, rising juniors and seniors are invited to participate in a two week teen trip to Israel with Rabbi Rau. We look forward 
to taking a group of teens to Israel in June 2019. On this teen trip, students visit Jerusalem and the Old City, climb Masada, visit 
a Reform kibbutz, hike, rappel, kayak, snorkel, and participate in an archeological dig. In addition, Rabbi Rau and the chaperones 
lead nightly camp-like study programs. 

Families are invited to join our Temple Clergy and staff in June 2019 (this trip travels on alternating years) for our Family Israel 
Experience. This ten-day adventure across Israel is designed for children eight years and older and their parents and includes a 
b’nei mitzvah service overlooking the Old City of Jerusalem. Students who are 12 years or older by June 2019 are eligible to become 
a part of the Israel b’nei mitzvah service. If you are interested in finding out more about these experiences or to reserve your teen or 
family’s spot, please contact Rabbi Rau at srau@the-temple.org.

YoFI (Young Family Initiative) Services                                                                                                                                       
YoFI services for kindergarten, first and second graders and their families are a worship experience designed for young readers. 
After a brief service led by our students with one of our rabbis and song leader, families join together for Shabbat dinner. 
Reservations for dinner are made in advance online at www.the-temple.org.  Please refer to the Calendars section in the back of 
this handbook for specific YoFI dates or contact Bethany Smith at bsmith@the-temple.org for more information.

Sheer Kef (our youth performers)
Children in second grade through fifth grade are invited to participate in our youth performance group directed by Amy Peskin, 
TBRS Music Specialist, and Tania Moser, Sheer Kef Performance Director. Sheer Kef practices are held during and after religious 
school. To find out more, please contact the Religious School office. 

Enrichment Activities [continued]
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Learning Specialists & Cultural Arts
Creative learning is an integral part of the Breman Religious School. As part of our curriculum, students in our primary grades are 
provided opportunities to meet with specialists in art, music, library, in addition to our Temple rabbis and cantor. During these 
times, religious studies are brought to life through Jewish songs, stories, art, and technology.

Pre-kindergarten, kindergarten, first, and second grade students meet with our library, music and art specialists throughout the 
day on a rotating basis. Third through fifth grade students participate in tefilah (prayer services) throughout the year, as well as 
creative learning electives called “Chugim.” Shinshinim (Israel specialists) meet with students in all grades during the year. 

Family Education Programs & Family Holiday Socials
One of the goals of the Breman Religious School is to involve the whole family in the Jewish learning experience. Our family 
education program invites pre-kindergarten through sixth grade parents to participate with their children in their education 
at least one Sunday morning during the year. During the morning, parents have the opportunity to learn about specific topics 
from their child’s curriculum with our rabbis and teachers, as well as their children. Approximately two weeks prior to the family 
education day, families are contacted to provide contributions for a light brunch.

Another important goal of these gatherings is assisting families and students in getting to know one another. In conjunction with 
our Engagement Team, we have included specific activities for parents to socialize and engage with one another during these 
programs.

Families with children in pre-kindergarten through first grades are also invited once a year for a holiday social program to get to 
know other families in an informal setting.

Please refer to page 28 in the back of this handbook for specific family education and family holiday social dates.

TAP (Teen Action Plan)
In the spring, fifth graders participate in TAP (Teen Action Plan) during their Family Education Day. In this program, families 
learn about the different opportunities available over the next several years at The Temple and create a personalized learning plan 
for their teen’s Jewish experience throughout middle and high school.  For more information, please contact Elizabeth Foster at 
efoster@the-temple.org.

Camp Coleman & URJ 6 Points Academies- Rising 3rd grade and older
URJ’s Camp Coleman, in the beautiful North Georgia mountains, is home to over 900 campers every summer. At Camp Coleman, 
campers learn about themselves and their Jewish heritage while participating in a wide variety of exciting activities. The URJ also 
has 3 different camps where campers pick their major to focus on during their session. These 3 camps are 6 Points Sports, 6 Points 
Sci-Tech, and 6 Points Creative Arts. All three of these camps have a location on the east coast and have two week sessions. Camps 
typically fills up by December, so please apply as soon as possible for the upcoming summer. For more information, please contact 
Elizabeth Foster at efoster@the-temple.org.

Jewish Camping and Summer Experiences
Each year, The Temple hosts a Camping and Summer Experiences Fair.  All Jewish camps in the area including URJ Camp 
Coleman and 6 Points are invited to attend as well as representatives from other Jewish experiences. This year our fair will be 
on October 28th. If you have additional questions or would like to make sure your child’s camp is represented, please contact 
Elizabeth Foster at efoster@the-temple.org.

Financial Aid for Jewish Summer Camp                                                                                                                               
The Temple supports Jewish summer camp experiences!  Financial aid is available through The Temple. We also encourage you 
to reach out to your Jewish summer camp to ask about their scholarship program. Many camps provide matching financial aid 
for students who receive aid from The Temple.  The Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta also offers scholarships and grants for 
Jewish overnight camping. More information can be found at www.atlantajewishcamp.org/resources. The Temple scholarship 
applications can be obtained from any of the religious school staff.
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Financial Aid for TBRS & Temple Programs
There are resources available to assure that all students of our congregation receive the best Jewish education possible. Financial aid 
is available for all school related fees, programs, and trips. Applications can be obtained from any of the TBRS staff and should be 
returned to Mark Jacobson at mjacobson@the-temple.org.

Enrichment Activities [continued]

The Religious School Committee
The Religious School Committee (RSC) consists of a group of dedicated members of our Temple community, most of whom have 
children in our school. The committee generates ideas and suggestions, serving as a sounding board for our religious school. Its 
tasks include educational philosophy, curriculum input, special programming and activities, policy making, and promoting school 
spirit through social and fundraising events. 

If you are interested in joining the RSC, please contact Amy Sue Mann, RSC Chair, at amysue1117@comcast.net. The RSC 
welcomes all new members and ideas. Please refer to the Calendars section in the back of this handbook for specific RSC meeting 
dates. Babysitting is available for all Sunday meetings.

Parental Feedback
We want to make sure you and your family are happy members of the TBRS community.  If you have any question, comments, or 
concerns, we would love to hear them. Simply click the link in any of our weekly emails or go to: https://thetempleatlanta.wufoo.
com/forms/tbrs-feedback/ to share with us.  Submissions can be made anonymously. Additionally, you are always welcome to 
direct any comments, questions, or concerns to any of our Education Team via email or phone. 

Teacher Gift Policy
The Religious School Committee made it a priority to create a policy with several goals: 
1. To establish guidelines to decrease confusion and uncertainty.
2. To create fairness amongst the staff, making sure no one is forgotten.  
3. To simplify the room parent role by having a policy to refer to when this situation arises.
4. To make your life easier as parents.  Send money in the fall and you won’t have to worry about the gifts later on!

We ask each family to contribute $15 per child for the entire year.  This money is used for Chanukah and end of year gifts for 
the teachers, specialists, madrichim, and tzadikim in each classroom.  The money is collected by your child(ren)’s teacher gift 
coordinator and they purchase the gifts. If you have more than one child at the TBRS, you will receive an email and/or letter from 
each of the gift coordinators.  We encourage you to contribute for each child.

This is a strictly voluntary program!  If the amount suggested does not fit into your budget and you would still like to participate, 
any amount is greatly appreciated!  And, if you are able to give more than the suggested amount to help other parents who cannot 
contribute fully, this will also be greatly appreciated.

Teacher Gift Coordinators 
Our teacher gift program is sponsored by The Temple Religious School Committee. Appreciating our teachers, madrichim, and 
tzadikim is important to our school.  Parent volunteers are given guidelines and help provide gifts twice a year (Chanukah and 
end of year).  If you are interested in volunteering to be a Teacher Gift Coordinator for your child’s classroom (a minimal time 
commitment), please contact Elizabeth Foster at efoster@the-temple.org.

Parental Involvement
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Short-term Volunteer Opportunities
Pizza Sales: The Religious School Committee sells pizza after school every Sunday to help support school activities.

Purim Carnival: Our annual carnival is a ton of fun! Help us by selling tickets, running a booth, handing out prizes, etc.

Contributions for Religious School
Breman Religious School Fund: This fund was established in 1984 to augment the materials, equipment and special programming 
of the Breman Religious School. Contributions to this fund are acknowledged by mail and in The Temple Bulletin. Donations can 
be mailed or brought to The Temple office.

Holland Youth Library Fund: Contributions can be made in two ways:
1. Direct contributions can be made to the fund to help buy books, enhance the library itself and expand the library’s 

resources. Donations can be mailed or brought in to The Temple office.
2. Birthday Club - On your child’s birthday, you can honor him/her by donating $18 or more to the Birthday Club. With your 

donation, a book will be purchased for the library and a name plate honoring your child will be placed in the book.
(Please refer to Appendix B in the back of this handbook for a Birthday Club form.)

Material Contributions: Our school always welcomes your contributions of new or up-to-date iPads, laptops, flat screen TVs, etc. 
These contributions are tax-deductible and you will be provided with an acknowledgment letter for the items donated upon your 
request. Please email Rabbi Rau to inquire if items are needed at srau@the-temple.org. 

Lowenstein Youth Scholarship Fund: This fund helps provide the opportunity for students to attend Camp Coleman, youth group 
activities, and other special events. Please give generously to help assist families with funding for these meaningful travel and 
leadership opportunities.

Teen Youth Group Fund: This fund helps our teens with special projects like Project Merry Mitzvah, an annual celebration for the 
Zaban Paradies Center for Homeless Couples residents.

Inspire & Transform- BRAND NEW THIS YEAR FOR PARENTS!

Each Sunday morning a variety of programming is offered in which parents may participate while children are in Religious School. 
These programs aim to target your mind, body, and soul. A sample of programs include:

Mind: A 5 week course on Spiritual Parenting with Rabbi Lydia Medwin

Body: Walking/Running or Yoga class

Soul: Learn about and participate in projects of the 10 different areas of our Rothschild Social Justice Institute 

A complete listings of offerings can be found in the Inspire and Transform Program Guide, mailed to all households in mid-August 
or available online. Babysitting is offered for younger sibilings not enrolled in TBRS for participants of these programs. If you have 
any questions, please contact Elizabeth Foster at efoster@the-temple.org. 

Parental Involvement [continued]
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Pre-Kindergarten:
Goals:
= To promote a feeling of comfort in The Temple and an understanding of its Jewish symbols
= To provide a Jewish atmosphere for preschoolers
= To teach about and celebrate the Jewish calendar
= To introduce basic Modern Hebrew words into students’ vocabularies
= To incorporate the use of basic Hebrew blessings into students’ lives

Texts and Resources:
= Jewish and Me: Holidays
= Look at Me Series
= Shalom Sesame Curriculum

Subjects Covered:
= Holidays: Pre-kindergarten students learn about the Jewish calendar through various arts and crafts projects. The music, 

Hebrew and art curriculum, as well as library visits, supplement their studies of the Jewish calendar.

= The Synagogue: Through various activities encouraging students to discover their senses, students learn about their 
Temple surroundings and Jewish symbols.

= Basic Hebrew: Learning a second language is a natural ability young children possess. Therefore, basic Modern Hebrew 
words are incorporated into their daily activities.

= Blessings: Providing a Jewish atmosphere is central to our early childhood program. One way to reach this goal is to teach 
our students to recite Hebrew blessings before daily activities. Motsi & Borei P’ri haGafen are taught in the pre-kindergar-
ten program. Other prayers and blessings are also incorporated into their daily learning.

Additional Specialists and Programs:
= A family social focusing on Shabbat entitled “Shabbat Shalom in Your Home”
= Visits to the art room
= Visits to the music specialist
= Visits to the Holland Youth Library
= Visits from our Shinshinit (Israel Specialist)

Play Time:
There are unstructured play times each day for pre-kindergarten students.

Program Curriculum Highlights
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Kindergarten:
Goals:
= To teach the symbols, practices, and importance of the Jewish holidays
= To provide an understanding of basic Torah stories
= To introduce the use of basic prayers, blessings, and Hebrew words into students’ lives
= To promote a feeling of comfort in The Temple and an understanding of its Jewish symbols

Texts and Resources:
= Teach Me Torah
= Time to Celebrate

Subjects Covered:
= Holidays: Kindergartners begin a more intensive study of the Jewish calendar. Hands-on learning is essential to their    

studies. Arts and crafts, literature, Hebrew, and music reinforce their studies of the Jewish holidays.

= Torah: Upon entering kindergarten, students are immersed in the study of Torah through readings and discussions of basic 
Torah stories. Arts and crafts, literature and music supplement their Torah studies.

= Basic Hebrew: Learning a second language is a natural ability young children possess. Therefore, basic Modern Hebrew 
words are incorporated into their daily activities.

= Blessings: Providing a Jewish atmosphere is central to our early childhood program. One way to reach this goal is to teach 
students to recite Hebrew blessings before daily activities. Motsi and Borei P’ri haGafen are taught in the kindergarten 
program.

= Liturgy: In addition to learning basic blessings, students are also introduced to some basic prayers. Ma Tovu, Barchu, 
Shema, Mi Chamocha and Oseh Shalom are recited regularly in their daily tefilah (prayer).

Prayers to Master:
= Shema
= Barchu
= Motsi
= Borei P’ri haGafen 

Additional Specialists and Programs:
= A family program to prepare for Consecration entitled “B’raishit: The Cycle Begins”
= A family Chanukah social entitled “Maccabee Madness”
= Weekly tefilah and visits to the music specialist
= Visits from The Temple clergy
= Visits to the art room
= Visits to the Holland Youth Library
= Visits from our Shinshinit (Israel Specialist)
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First Grade:
Goals:
= To teach the rituals, blessings, and symbols associated with Shabbat and the Jewish week
= To promote a feeling of ownership for The Temple and an understanding of its Jewish symbols
= To encourage students to express and explore beliefs in God
= To reinforce basic prayers and blessings through daily activities
= To introduce the Hebrew letters and their sounds

Texts and Resources:
= Let’s Discover God
= Let’s Discover the Aleph-Bet
= The Alef Curriculum

Subjects Covered:
= Shabbat and the Jewish Calendar: First grade students begin learning and practicing the rituals, blessings, and symbols of 

Shabbat and havdalah through texts and hands-on activities. In addition, the Jewish calendar and holidays are reinforced 
throughout the year.

= The Synagogue: Building on their basic knowledge acquired in pre-school and kindergarten, first grade students continue to 
explore The Temple and its contents. Tours of The Temple and other exploratory activities are essential to this unit of study.

= Theology/Prayer/Blessings: Prayer, values, and God are essential to the first grade curriculum. Students are encouraged to 
discuss questions about God and the world, while also learning basic prayers and blessings for communicating with God.

= Hebrew Reading Readiness: The Hebrew reading readiness program is a precursor to The Temple’s formal Hebrew    edu-
cation program. Students learn the Hebrew alphabet and the sounds each letter makes, as well as develop a basic Hebrew 
vocabulary through their studies. Upon completion of this program, students receive a certificate of mastery.

Prayers to Master:
= Shema
= Barchu
= Mi Chamocha
= Motsi
= Candle Blessing
= Borei P’ri haGafen

Additional Specialists and Programs:
= A family education program entitled: “Making Bedtime a Jewish Time”
= A Passover family social where families create a seder plate
= Weekly tefilah and visits to the music specialist
= Visits from The Temple clergy
= Visits to the art room
= Regular Hebrew programming and games
= Visits to the Holland Youth Library
= Visits from our Shinshinit (Israel Specialist)

Program Curriculum Highlights [continued]
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Program Curriculum Highlights [continued]
Second Grade:
Goals:
= To introduce Hebrew reading skills and a basic Hebrew vocabulary
= To explain and introduce the importance of basic mitzvot
= To promote a basic knowledge of and a love for the Land of Israel

Texts and Resources:
= Shalom Aleph-Bet
= Let’s Discover Mitzvot
= The Great Israel Scavenger Hunt

Subjects Covered:
= Hebrew Reading Readiness: The second grade Hebrew reading readiness builds on the basic Hebrew skills acquired in 

first grade. Students master the Hebrew alphabet and the sounds each letter makes, learn to blend vowels and consonants, 
discuss twenty-five Hebrew heritage words, and begin to write Hebrew letters and vowels.

= Mitzvot: Through this course, students learn to incorporate mitzvot in their lives. These commandments are explained in 
terms children can easily grasp, using engaging questions, thoughtful activities, and memorable stories.

= Israel: Second grade students develop a love for and an appreciation of the Land of Israel. Students are introduced to Israel’s 
cities, her people, and her customs. Lessons are reinforced by hands-on activities, crafts, videos, and cooking. This course is 
a perfect parallel to the commencement of their formal studies of Hebrew.

Additional Specialists and Programs:
= A family education program entitled: “Pack Your Bags: We’re Off to Israel!”
= Visits to the art room
= Song sessions with the music specialist
= Visits to the Holland Youth Library
= Visits from The Temple clergy
= Visits from our Shinshinit (Israel Specialist)
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Third Grade:
Goals:
= To expand students’ theologies and concepts of God
= To introduce students to the stories and lessons of the Torah
= To teach fluency in Hebrew reading

Texts and Resources:
= Partners with God
= The Explorer’s Bible
= Teaching Torah
= Shalom U’vracha Primer Express & Online Workbook

Subjects Covered:
= Hebrew Bible: In third grade, students take an in-depth look into the Torah and its stories as they become acquainted with 

the history and heritage of our people. As the stories are presented, students are asked to describe their own lives in terms 
of their relationships with God, contributions to the Jewish people and relationships with others.

= Hebrew Reading: With the knowledge of the Hebrew alphabet acquired in first and second grades, students begin their 
formal study of the Hebrew language in third grade. By the end of the year, students acquire fluency in Hebrew reading, a 
mastery of basic prayers and songs, and an understanding of Hebrew heritage words.

= Theology: Third grade students continue their studies of spirituality through a curriculum entitled: “Partners with God.” 
This course is designed to introduce Jewish concepts of God in a clear and comfortable way and to prepare children for a 
personal sense of holiness and a life rooted in Jewish spirituality.

Prayers to Master:
= The Chanukah Blessings
= Shehecheyanu
= The Four Questions
= Hatikva

Additional Specialists and Programs:
= A family education program entitled “To a Life of Hebrew”
= Class trip (a social and learning experience away from The Temple) 
= Tefilah services
= Chugim electives
= Online Hebrew reinforcement and games
= Visits from The Temple clergy
= Special projects with the art specialist
= A Model Seder led by third grade students
= Visits from our Shinshinit (Israel Specialist)

Program Curriculum Highlights [continued]

Third grade students are 
required to do 30 minutes 
of  Hebrew reinforcement 
games online each week.
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Program Curriculum Highlights [continued]
Fourth Grade:
Goals:
= To introduce the customs and rituals associated with the Jewish life cycles
= To expose students to traditional rituals and practices
= To help students understand and master basic Hebrew Blessings
= To teach students the Shema and its blessings

Texts and Resources:
= The Journey of a Lifetime
= Teaching Mitzvot
= The Back to School Hebrew Reading Refresher
= Hineni: The New Hebrew through Prayer, Volume 1

Subjects Covered:
= Life Cycles: Fourth grade students begin their studies of the Jewish stages or landmarks of life. In this course, students 

explore traditional practices, as well as modern observances. Lessons focus on Hebrew terms, blessings, and stories associ-
ated with each life cycle event.

= Mitzvot: Students in fourth grade are also exposed to an overview of mitzvot in Jewish life and tradition. Some topics 
explored are kashrut, tallit, tefillin, mikvah, and observing Shabbat. These traditional practices are taught in a respectful 
manner from a Reform perspective.

= Hebrew Studies: In fourth grade, Hebrew students begin their study of the Shabbat and weekday prayers and blessings. 
Through integrated text-based lessons, students build a vocabulary of Hebrew words and master the reading of the Shema 
and its blessings, as well as basic brachot.

Hebrew Blessings Mastered in Fourth Grade Mid-Week Hebrew:
= Barchu
= The Shabbat blessings
= Yotzer Or
= Kiddush
= Shema
= Birkat Hamazon
= V’ahavta

Additional Specialists and Programs:
= A family education program entitled, “The Temple’s Shuk of Jewish Values”
= A shul-in (an overnight social and learning experience at The Temple)
= A mock wedding and celebration
= Tefilah services
= Chugim electives
= In-class mitzvah projects
= Visits from The Temple clergy
= Creation of their own tallit
= Visits from our Shinshinit (Israel Specialist)
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Fifth Grade:
Goals:
= To teach the history and culture of the Jewish homeland
= To reinforce Jewish values through studies of theology
= To help students understand and master the Amidah and other Shabbat prayers

Texts and Resources:
= Experience Modern Israel
= Living as Partners with God
= Hineni: The New Hebrew through Prayer, Volume 2

Subjects Covered:
= Israel: During this fifth grade course, students take a top-to-bottom tour of modern Israel through classroom study and 

discussion. In this “hands on” tour, students explore the Holy Land through the eyes of its people. As part of the curricu-
lum, each student creates a scrapbook or a project as a memory of his or her visit to Israel.

= Theology and Jewish Values: Fifth grade students continue their studies of values and theology. This course is designed to 
assist students in expanding their concepts of God in a clear and comfortable way and to prepare them for a personal sense 
of holiness and a life rooted in Jewish values.

= Hebrew Studies: In fifth grade, Hebrew students focus on the Amidah, as recited in the Shabbat morning service. In their 
studies, special emphasis is given to the opening and closing portion of each blessing and those prayers that are commonly 
performed aloud. Midweek Hebrew students master fluency in reading the blessings that accompany the Amidah.

Hebrew Blessings Mastered in Fifth Grade Mid-Week Hebrew:
= Avot v’Imahot
= V’shamru
= G’vurot
= L’cha Dodi
= Oseh Shalom
= Shalom Aleichem

Additional Specialists and Programs:
= A family education program entitled “The Long Road Home”
= An overnight in the spring at Camp Coleman
= Tefilah services
= Chugim electives
= Family Tree Project
= A Yom Ha’atzmaut Israel Fair planned by fifth grade students for pre-kindergarten through second grade students
= Visits from The Temple clergy
= Visits from our Shinshinit (Israel Specialist)
= Regular Skype interactions with fifth graders from a school in Yokneam (Atlanta’s partner city)

Program Curriculum Highlights [continued]
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Program Curriculum Highlights [continued]
Sixth Grade:
Goals:
= To provide students with an accurate understanding of the Shoah (Holocaust)
= To teach the history of Atlanta’s Jews and American Judaism
= To assist students in discovering their own family history
= To help students understand and master the Shabbat Torah and Concluding Services

Texts and Resources:
= Echos and Reflections: A Multimedia Curriculum on the Holocaust
= Hineni: The New Hebrew through Prayer, Volume 3
= Let’s Talk 

Subjects Covered:
= Shoah/Holocaust: The sixth grade Shoah (Holocaust) curriculum provides students with an accurate, age-sensitive knowl-

edge of the atrocities of the Shoah. Students participate in simulation games, read actual letters from victims, and discuss 
the events that led up to and occurred during this tragic period in our history.

= Atlanta Jewish History and Geneology: Sixth grade students begin their studies of more than one hundred and fifty years 
of Atlanta’s Jewish history. As they learn the history of our Jewish community, students come to understand the importance 
of recording one’s own family story to pass on from generation to generation.

= Hebrew Studies: Sixth grade students continue their liturgical studies by learning the Torah and concluding services. Mid-
week Hebrew students gain mastery of prayers necessary for leading their bar or bat mitzvah services.

= Modern Hebrew: Sixth grade students learn basic conversational Hebrew. They practice greeting each other, asking about 
feelings, discussing daily activities and key phrases needed to communicate (How much does this cost? Where is the rest-
room? What time is it?).

Hebrew Blessings Mastered in Sixth Grade Mid-Week Hebrew:
= Torah Service
= Aleinu
= Haftarah Blessings
= Kaddish

Additional Specialists and Programs:
= A b’nei mitzvah workshop
= A family discussion and research project on a child who perished in the Shoah
= A social action and social trip in the spring to North Georgia
= A visit to the Anne Frank Exhibit & a discussion with a survivor
= A visit from a Holocaust Survivor
= Visits from our Shinshinit (Israel Specialist)
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Machon Noar Program: 7th through 10th Grade Teen Institute
Program Mission:
The mission of Machon Noar is to enhance and expand the middle or high school student’s Jewish educational experience and to 
assist in developing his or her Jewish identity.

Program Overview:
As a student reaches the sacred time of bar or bat mitzvah, he/she begins to develop new needs as well as a more mature learning 
style. The Machon Noar Program is designed for flexibility to explore his/her own Jewish interests and beliefs. The program is 
organized around yearly coursework, travel and mitzvah requirements. Once a student has fulfilled the following minimum 
requirements, he/she is eligible for confirmation:
= Completion of the Seventh through tenth grade core course requirements 
= 13 mitzvot in seventh grade
= A minimum of one travel experience to New Orleans, Florida, Tennessee, New York City, Israel, etc.

CURRICULUM: Seventh Grade - “Promises”
Seventh grade students are able to complete our core curriculum entitled “Promises.” Using the text “If I am not for myself, then 
who will be for me? If I am only for myself, then what am I? And if not now, when?” by Hillel as a guide, our seventh graders 
explore the history of the Jewish people from the book of Genesis. These historical moments are intertwined with a focus on 
mitzvot and students have the opportunity to perform many of them as a class. Seventh graders also have the opportunity to 
participate in elective rotations. 

CURRICULUM: Eighth Grade - “Journeys” and Project Madrichim
Eighth grade students are able to complete our core curriculum and participate in Project Madrichim. The eighth grade core course 
is “Journeys” and focuses on the history of the Jewish people from the book of Exodus to the Israelites entering the Land. Using 
the text “To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven” from the book of Ecclesiastes, they learn 
about Jewish time focusing on life cycles and holidays.  The Project Madrichim curriculum is based on the Madrichim Handbook 
by Lisa Bob Howard. For additional information on our madrichim program, please refer to page 11.

CURRICULUM: Ninth Grade - “Identity” and Project Tzadikim
Ninth grade students are able to complete our core curriculum and participate in Project Tzadikim. The ninth grade core course 
is titled “Identity.”  Throughout the course, our teens study the post-Biblical history of the Jewish people and how it has laid the 
foundation for the Reform movement and Jews today. Exploring Jewish practice and thought, our teens continue the formation 
of their own Jewish identities. The Project Tzadikim program is based on the Everyone is Welcome by Rabbi Steven H. Rau and 
Stacey Levy. For additional information on our tzadikim program, please refer to page 11.

Tenth Grade - Confirmation
Our Confirmation Program is the culmination of our student’s religious school education.  Classes center around God, prayer, and 
community, and discussions are led by our Temple Clergy and confirmation teacher. Our Confirmation class works together to 
prepare a service for the entire congregation.

Trips and the Gesher Peer Leader Program
Each grade has a trip component and students are encouraged to participate in these trips. For more information on these exciting 
adventures, please see page 12. Also, our Gesher Peer Leader Program takes place during Sunday mornings in addition to formal 
study. For more information on our Gesher program, please refer to page 11.

For information about any of our middle or high school programs, please contact Elizabeth Foster at efoster@the-temple.org.

Program Curriculum Highlights [continued]
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Program Curriculum Highlights [continued]
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Requirements (Associated with TBRS):

The bar/bat mitzvah is an ancient tradition that represents a significant milestone in the life of a Jewish young adult. In order to 
ensure the bar/bat mitzvah process continues to anchor the path of life-long Jewish learning, the following requirements have been 
put into place. Please refer to The Temple’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah Handbook for complete details and policies of The Temple’s bar/bat 
mitzvah program.

1. A student must have three years of intensive Hebrew or its equivalent in The Temple’s Sunday and Midweek Hebrew 
program for bar/bat mitzvah. The decision to enter the Midweek Hebrew Program and study for bar/bat mitzvah must be 
made as the student enters the fourth grade.

2. Transfer students will be accepted if they have successfully completed three years of Hebrew or its equivalent in an inten-
sive Hebrew program for bar/bat mitzvah at another synagogue. The student must provide copies of records showing satis-
factory completion of studies in the former school and the family must make a commitment that the student will continue 
religious studies through confirmation at The Temple. The student and family must also fulfill the other requirements for 
bar/bat mitzvah. All transfer students must be enrolled and actively attend Religious School at The Temple for one year to 
be eligible for bar/bat mitzvah.

3. A student must meet the requirements of the Judaic studies component of Religious School in order to begin preparing for 
his/her bar/bat mitzvah.

4. The Temple, in concert with our Jewish heritage, considers the becoming of a bar/bar mitzvah to be an important land-
mark in a child’s journey toward becoming an educated adult - not the final destination. Therefore, any child who becomes 
bar/bat mitzvah is making a commitment to continue Jewish education through confirmation.

5. All parents are expected to attend a special b’nei mitzvah workshop with our Temple clergy in their child’s fourth or fifth 
grade year (depending on the child’s b’nei mitzvah date). In sixth grade, students participate in a similar workshop in their 
classrooms.  At these workshop, parents and students discuss the significance of the bar/bat mitzvah, study Torah, and 
learn about the b’nei mitzvah process at The Temple.

6.   We are a large and diverse congregation in a major metropolitan area and we are fortunate to have many students in each 
Religious School grade. While the secular lives of our children are often separated by geographic and other factors, we 
seek to promote and foster friendship and inclusion in our religious community, within our Temple family and among 
b’nei mitzvah families and students. As part of the b’nei mitzvah process, The Temple has established the following policy 
regarding the inclusion and invitation of religious school classmates by each b’nei mitzvah candidate enrolled in the Temple 
Bremen Religious School:

All of your child’s Religious School homeroom classmates will be encouraged to attend  your child’s service and any     
Kiddush luncheon if held at The Temple immediately following the service. A list of your child’s homeroom b’nei mitz-
vah schedule will be provided during the spring of the sixth grade year and the fall of the seventh grade year. Each b’nei 
mitzvah student is required to attend at least four Shabbat morning services prior to his or her bar or bat mitzvah, and 
to serve as an usher at two services. We highly encourage your child to attend these required services and to usher when 
his or her religious school classmates will be called to the Torah. 

The above policies were adopted by the Temple Breman Religious School Committee on August 27, 1991 and updated in 2015. For 
more information about the bar/bat mitzvah process and policies, please contact:
Cantor Deborah Hartman (dhartman@the-temple.org), Rabbi Steven Rau (srau@the-temple.org), or                                                                                                                                               
Susan Edlein, our B’nei Mitzvah Committee Chair, (susan.edlein@gmail.com).
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Sunday Religious School Dates
August 19* September 16 October 14 November 4 December 2
August 26 September 23 October 21 November 11 December 9
 September 30 October 28**  December 16

January 13 February 3 March 3 April 7
January 27 February 10 March 10 April 14
 February 24 March 17*** April 28****
  March 24 
  March 31 
* First Day (parents encouraged to stay)
**Jewish Summer Camp Fair (parents encouraged to stay)
***Purim Carnival 11:30 am dismissal (11:00 am Pre-k dismissal)
****Last Day (regular dismissal)

Hebrew Program
Monday (Oak Grove Elementary)
October 15 November 5 December 3
October 22 November 12 December 10
October 29 November 26  

January 7 February 4 March 11 April 8  
January 14 February 11 March 18 April 15
January 28 February 25 March 25 April 22
   

Tuesday (The Temple)
October 16 November 6 December 4
October 23 November 13 December 11
October 30 November 27  

January 8 February 5 March 12 April 9  
January 15 February 12 March 19 April 16
January 29 February 26 March 26 April 23
 

Wednesday (The Galloway School)
October 17 November 7 December 5
October 24 November 14 December 12
October 31 November 28 
   

January 9 February 6 March 13 April 10  
January 16 February 13 March 20 April 17
January 30 February 27 March 27 April 24

School & Program Calendar
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YoFI Shabbat Services (Services 6:00 pm/Shabbat Dinner 6:45 pm)
November 10 January 11 February 22
(Second Grade) (First Grade) (Kindergarten)

B’nei Mitzvah Parent Coffee (9:45-11:00 am)
October 28 February 10

Religious School Committee Meetings (12:15-1:30 pm)
August 12* October 28 December 16 February 3               April 14

*Evening kick-off meeting at 5:00 pm

Sheer Kef Afterschool Rehearsals (for 2nd-5th graders who sign-up to take part in Purim Spiel March 17)   
January 13 January 27 February 3 Feburary 10
February 24 March 3 March 10

The 45 Club (4th & 5th grade youth group)  
September 23 (Noon-1:30 PM) October 27 (Saturday PM) 
November 11 (Noon-1:30 PM) January 26 (Saturday PM)
April 14 (Noon-1:30 PM)

Project 678 (6th, 7th, 8th grade youth group)
August 19 (Noon-1:30 PM) October 21 (Noon-1:30 PM)  
November 11 (Noon-1:30 PM) December 7 (Friday PM, City-wide Chanukah Party) 
January 27 (Noon-1:30 PM) April 27 (Saturday PM)

Project Connect (9th-12th grade youth group)
August 26 at Noon: Super Sloppy Kick Off Event
Sunday, November 11 at Noon: Project Merry Mitzvah Fundraising Carnival
Friday, December 14 at 5:00 PM: Project Merry Mitzvah
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Breman Religious School Holiday Celebrations and Special Events
Event:    Date: Time:
Rosh HaShanah Tot Service    September 10 9:00/9:45/10:30 am
Rosh HaShanah Family Service    September 10 9:00 am
Rosh HaShanah Teen Service    September 10 11:30 am
Yom Kippur Tot Service    September 19 9:00/9:45/10:30 am
Yom Kippur Family Service    September 19 9:00 am
Yom Kippur Teen Service    September 19 11:30 am
Consecration of New Students    September 30 10:30 am
Chanukah Celebration    December 2 All Morning
Sheer Kef Purim Performance    March 17 9:45/10:45 am
Purim Carnival*     March 17 11:30 am
Yom Ha’atzmaut Fair    April 28 10:00/10:30 am
Last Day/Closing Service    April 28 11:15 am
Confirmation**     May 5 10:00 am

*11:00 am Pre-k dismissal to Purim Carnival          ** Attendance is strongly suggested for 8th and 9th grade students

Special Events & Programs (Grade Specific)
Event:    Date: Time:
Kindergarten Family Education    August 26 9:30 am
7th Grade Class Trip to Tennessee    September 15-16
3rd Grade Class Trip in Atlanta   September 22 9:30 am
2nd Grade Family Education    September 23 9:30 am 
3rd Grade Family Education    October 14 9:30 am
Confirmation Trip to New York City    October 19-21
5th Grade Family Tree Project   October 21 9:30/11:00 am
1st Grade Family Education    November 11 9:30 am 
Project Merry Mitzvah Fundraising Carnival    November 11 Noon 
YoFI Shabbat hosted by 2nd Grade    November 30 6:00 pm
4th Grade Family Education   December 9 9:30 am
KG Family Chanukah Social    December 2 11:00 am
Project Merry Mitzvah    December 14 5:00 pm
YoFI Shabbat hosted by 1st Grade    January 11 6:00 pm
5th Grade Family Education    January 13 9:30 am
8th/9th Grade Class Mitzvah Trip to Florida   January 18-21
2021 B’nei Mitzvah Parent Education   February 3 10:00 am
Pre-K Family Social     February 3 10:30 am
4th Grade & Confirmation Shul-In    February 9-10 6:00/6:30 pm
1st Grade Family Social    February 10 11:00 am 
YoFI Shabbat hosted by Kindergarten    February 22 6:00 pm
4th Grade Mock Wedding   February 24 
5th Grade Overnight    March 22-23
6th Grade Trip to North Georgia   March 22-23
3rd Grade Model Seder    March 24 11:00 am
6th Grade Family Tile Project    April 14 9:30 am 
5th Grade Yom Ha’atzmaut Fair (PreK-2nd Grade)  April 28 9:45/10:30 am

Calendar [continued]
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Appendix A: Visiting Student Emergency Information Form

Date:    Guest of:    

Teacher:    Room #:    Grade:  

Appendices & Forms

Last Name:    First Name:   

Has this child ever visited TBRS before?   Yes / No
A guest may only visit once during a school year. 

Street Address:    

City:    State:    Zip Code:  

Home Phone #:    Date of Birth:   

Parent 1:    Parent 2:   

Street Address:    

City:    State:    Zip Code:  

Home Phone #:    Cellular #:   

Office Phone #:    Parent Signature:  

In case of injury or illness, an effort will be made to contact the designated Parent/Guardian.

Physician Name:    Phone #:   

Dentist Name:    Phone #:   

* If an injury or illness is serious and the Parent/Guardian and Additional Emergency Contact 
is unavailable, do you wish the designated physician or dentist to be contacted   Yes / No

Appendix B: Holland Youth Library Birthday Club Form
On your child’s birthday, you can honor him/her by donating $18 or more to the Birthday Club. With your dona-
tion, a book will be purchased for the library and a name plate honoring your child will be placed in the book.

Name of Student:    Birthday:    

Name of Donor:    Date:    

Please return this completed form with a check for $18 to the Religious School Office.
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Parents’ Resource Bibliography
Books for your Jewish Home
The basis of a solid Jewish education begins at home. Parents are encouraged to discuss Judaism and Jewish concepts with their 
children throughout the week. The following is a list of books to increase Jewish knowledge. Many of these books can be found in 
the Temple library.
= A Guide to Jewish Religious Practice by Rabbi Isaac Klein (traditional)
= Every Person’s Guide to Judaism by Stephen J. Einstein and Lydia Kukoff
= Living a Jewish Life by Anita Diamant
= Putting God on the Guest List by Rabbi Jeffrey K. Salkin
= Raising Jewish Children in a Contemporary World by Rabbi Steven Carr Reuben
= The Blessings of a Skinned Knee by Wendy Mogel
= The Blessing of a B Minus by Wendy Mogel
= The Jewish Book of Why and The Second Jewish Book of Why by Rabbi Alfred J. Kolatch
= The Jewish Home by Rabbi Daniel Syme
= The Nine Questions People Ask about Judaism by Dennis Prager and Joseph Telushkin
= To Raise a Jewish Child by Rabbi Hayim Donin (traditional)
= When Your Child Asks by Simon Glustrom

Websites & Online Resources
In addition to these written resources, families may find valuable learning resources online at www.reformjudaism.org for     
information on Torah, Holidays, etc. Additionally, you may want to check out: 

Torah    www.bimbam.com                                                                                          
     www.torahtots.com

General Judaism   www.reformjudaism.org                                                                                                 
 www.jewfaq.org

Israel Updates   www.jpost.com
  www.haaretz.com
  www.camera.org

For additional resources or to discuss particular issues confronting your family, we encourage you to call Rabbi Steven Rau, RJE, 
Director of Lifelong Learning at (404) 873.1734.
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Drop-Off & Pick-Up Procedures
Carpool Map

What to Know When You Drop-Off or Pick-Up Your Child
Parents, we care about your child’s safety! Pre-kindergarten, kindergarten, and first grade students should be accompanied by 
parents to their classroom before school and should be picked up from their classroom after school. (There are a couple of reserved 
spaces in the front parking lot for 10 minute drop off and pick up for these families.) Students in second grade and above (during 
Mid-Week Hebrew or on Sundays) should be dropped-off and picked-up in the carpool line (or parents may choose to park and 
walk their child to the lobby). All students should go directly to class after being dropped off. 

On Sundays, traffic flows in only one direction. Please enter The Temple from the main driveway on Peachtree Street.
•Once you enter the driveway from Peachtree Street, cones and security guards will guide traffic around the upper lot before 
returning for drop-offs near the portico (instead of driving straight under the portico).
•For the safety of all our students, DO NOT let children out of the car until reaching the marked pedestrian walkway (next to the 
portico). 
•All afternoon carpool line pickups are at the motor lobby.
•Please do not drop your child at other locations (including Inwood Circle) and ask them to walk in unaccompanied. At the end of 
the day, please do not ask your child to walk off-campus unaccompanied to meet you in another location.

Please refer to the carpool map above. If your child will be purchasing pizza after school, please park and meet your child in the motor 
lobby at 12:10 pm. Do not ask your children to meet you after school at another location outside of The Temple or Midweek Hebrew 
site. Please cooperate with these policies to keep our children safe!
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