
Advocate for Change Today 
Georgia is one of only four states in the country without a Hate Crimes bill.  
In these times, it is more pressing than ever that we do all we can to correct this 
injustice. 
 
On Monday, June 15, Georgia lawmakers will return to the state Capitol to 
complete the last 11 days of a legislative session cut short by Covid-19. We have 
our opportunity with the passage of House Bill 426. 
 
The House passed HB 426 on March 7, 2019, with a margin of only six votes. 
The Senate has yet to give the measure a first hearing. We are asking for your 
help in the effort to get HB 426 passed in the Georgia Senate, as is, with no 
amendments. In order to accomplish this goal, we must spread the word. 
  
What we can do: 
 
THIS WEEK! 
 
1. Take Action: Hate Crimes Bill Support Phone Bank 
Friday, June 12th | 1:00 - 2:00 pm 
Join the RSJI Racial Justice group, along with other RSJI leaders and group 
members, as we continue to voice our support for the passage of the Hate 
Crimes Bill, HB426. We will have talking points and phone numbers ready to go. 
You'll get to see one, so you can do one (or a dozen!). We'll be there to support 
one another and cheer each other on, as we engage in the democratic process 
together, based on Jewish values. Check Temple email for Zoom credentials.  
  
2. Text “hatefreega” to 52886 to sign the Petition demanding hate crimes 
legislation in Georgia, as is in HB 426 with no amendments.  
 
3.  Send personal emails your family, friends, and elected leaders.  It’s important 
to get the word out into your various networks to get broader support to get the 
bill passed. (See templates below). 
  
4.  Please post messages on your social channels.  We need to have as many 
touchpoints as possible in support of the bill. (Use your own language or see 
Social Engagement attachment for suggested language for posting). 
  
5.  Have the conversation with your family, friends, and community – wherever 
you deem appropriate – urging them to contact their State Senators. Give them 
copies of this material so they can do it easily. 
 
6. Click here to send an email to our Senators and Lieutenant Governor 
demanding passage of HB 426. 
  
7. Below are the phone numbers for Lieutenant Governor Geoff Duncan and the 



members of the Senate Judiciary Committee. Call them today, starting with the 
names marked with asterisks!  They are key influencers!!  Here are the main 
talking points: 
 
• I am calling to urge you and your colleagues to quickly vote HB 426 out 
of committee as is for a vote by the full Senate. 
•  HB 426 would protect everyone who is the target of an underlying crime that 
was committed against them because of their race, gender, 
religion, gender identification, or disability. 
•   Georgia is one of just four states in the nation that does not protect its 
citizens against hate crimes.  The time for Georgia to rectify this is now. 
•   Atlanta is home to many corporate headquarters, and the eyes of the nation 
are on Georgia. We must show that we are a welcoming state that protects ALL 
its residents from hate-motivated crimes. 
• The time for action is now. The time for unity is now. The time to build a better 
Georgia is now. 
  
Lt. Gov. Geoff Duncan   404-656-5030, Geoff.Duncan@ltgov.ga.gov 
 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
*Jesse Stone (R), chair( 404) 463-1314 jesse.stone@senate.ga.gov 
 
*Brian Strickland (R); (404) 656-7454; brian.strickland@senate.ga.gov 
  
*Blake Tillery (R); (404) 656-0089; blake.tillery@senate.ga.gov 
  
*John Kennedy (R) (404) 656-0045; john.kennedy@senate.ga.gov 
  
Bill Cowsert (R), vice chair; (404) 463-1366; bill.cowsert@senate.ga.gov 
  
Bill Heath (R); (404) 656-3943; billheath@billheath.net 
  
William Ligon Jr. (R); 404) 463-1383; william.ligon@senate.ga.gov 
  
Harold Jones II (D); (404) 463-3942; harold.jones@senate.ga.gov 
  
Elena Parent (D); (404) 656-5109; elena.parent@senate.ga.gov 
  
Dr. Michael Rhett (D); (404) 656-0054; michael.rhett@senate.ga.gov 
  
    
 
 
 
 



Email Templates 
  
Note, items highlighted in yellow and in <> indicate areas to update or add 
language you deem appropriate. 
  
For Personal Contacts/Friends/Family 
  
Hello <Name of Person>,  
  
How are you? Hope all is well. I am reaching out to you to let you know about HB 
426 – which is the Hate Crime Bill that needs to get passed into law in Georgia. 
As you may know, Georgia is one of only 4 states that does not have a hate 
crimes bill, which protects victims of hate-motivated crimes.  
For me the question is - when will this stop? What type of legacy are we leaving 
behind <for our children>? 
  
We need to take action and support getting this bill passed into law. There have 
to be consequences for acting out on hate. Please go to the following link and 
sign the petition in support of this bill. https://www.change.org/PassHateCrimeBill 
  
Let’s push for change in the state we call home.  Looking forward to connecting 
soon.   
  
Be Safe.  
<Your Name> 
  
For State Elected Officials and Senators 
  
Hello <Name of Person>, 
  
My name is <Name>, and I am reaching out to you about House Bill 426 – the 
Hate Crimes Bill. In today’s time it is unimaginable that we do not have a Hate 
Crime Bill in this great state of Georgia. We are one of only 4 states that does not 
have a Hate Crimes Bill, and as a result <we continue to see victims of crimes 
motivated by bias and hatred that have rattled our communities.  
  
For me the question is when will this stop? What type of legacy and example are 
we leaving behind for our children?  As a member of the Jewish Community, 
which has seen its share of hate motivated crimes increasing in the last 3 years, I 
am asking for your support and action in getting this bill passed into law, as 
written without amendments.  There must be consequences for acting out 
against people and property motivated by bias and hatred because of who 
people are or what group they belong to.  This is unjust.   
  
<You may want to share a personal reflection here.> 
  



As a resident of Georgia for < number of years> years, I am reaching out to you 
as an elected leader, to support passage of HB 426 quick and without 
amendment.   
  
Thanks for your time.  
  
<Your name> 
  
Social Media Templates 
  
Please support in getting HB 426 – the Hate Crime Bill - passed into law so we 
can fight Hate. There is no room for hate in 
Georgia.   https://www.change.org/PassHateCrimeBill 
  
How can Georgia be one of only 4 states that does not have a Hate Crime Bill? 
Please support in getting HB 426 – the Hate Crime Bill - passed into law. There 
is no room for hate in Georgia.  
https://www.change.org/PassHateCrimeBill 
  
My fellow family members, I wanted to share with you a petition to help get HB 
426 – the Hate Crime Bill passed into law. There is no room for hate in 
Georgia.  https://www.change.org/PassHateCrimeBill 
 


