
 
  

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
What is the difference between the MNjcc gym service and the Rm. 318 service? 

The service in the MNjcc gym is our main service, and it will be conducted by Rabbi David 
Weiss and Rabbi Ed Elkin. The service in Rm. 318, led by Ruth Rohn, is intended for 
members who prefer a smaller, more informal davening setting. 

 
When will Yizkor be? 

Yizkor will be recited as part of the Yom Kippur morning service, both in the gym and in 
Rm. 318. Likely to be after 11:00 am.  

 
Covid is still out there. Remind me again why I can’t watch this year’s services on Zoom as I 
did the last two years? 

Rabbi Ed explained his reasoning in the spring Narayever newsletter (click HERE to read 
the article). In addition, we see coming back as a community as vitally important to our 
future, and hope that the new physical distancing service and the audio live-stream will 
provide good options for people who are particularly concerned about Covid. 

 
I’m not planning to attend in-person. Won't I be missing a lot if I only have the audio live-
stream? 

Think of the audio live-stream like listening to a podcast, or the radio. We’ll provide you 
with a machzor and you’ll be able to follow along, hear the prayers sung and hear the 
sermons as well.  

 
Do I really have to wear a mask? 

Yes. We are grateful for the ability to gather in person this year, but we know that Covid 
is still out there, and masking remains the best way to prevent transmission. We know 
that most places out there have dropped their mask requirement, but we have decided 
to listen to the science to minimize the spread of Covid. 

 
Will the service leaders be masked? 

Service leaders may choose whether or not to mask when they are leading.  
 
Do I have to submit or show proof of vaccination status to attend High Holiday services this 
year? 

No. 
 

Why is the cost of non-member tickets so much more this year than last year? 
For the last two years we were operating in an environment where few people attended 
in person, and most watched from home via the live-stream. This year we are back at the 
MNjcc with full services, and we are incurring all the costs that go along with that. We 
are charging the same price for non-member tickets that we charged in 2019, the last 
pre-Covid High Holidays and while we never turn anyone away for financial reasons hope 
that those who can, will be willing to support the shul  

https://images.shulcloud.com/1281/uploads/High-Holy-Days/2022/RabbiElkinstatementonlive-streamingof5783HHDservices.pdf.pdf


What will happen if any of the rooms at the MNjcc get too crowded? 
The gym at the MNjcc will have plenty of room. If any of the other rooms where services 
or adult education programs are taking place get too crowded, ushers will ask new 
arrivals to go to the gym.  

 
Why are the family and youth programs different this year from what you offered pre-
pandemic? 

With our return to the MNjcc after being away during the pandemic, we saw a unique 
opportunity to rethink, reconsider and reconfigure our High Holiday offerings for children 
and families. The continuity of years past allowed us to recruit and train existing teen 
leaders equipped with experience leading at Narayever; with the 2-year gap in programs 
and high teen volunteer/employee turn around, this just wasn't possible this year. 
However, we were able to find a large enough space in the MNjcc, and with our 
talented, engaging service leaders much beloved by the Narayever families community, 
we decided that a major shift to longer, fuller, all-ages family services that families will 
attend together in place of previous kids' programming was our path forward for this 
year. 
 
We will also offer areas for kids and parents to take breaks from service if snacks or 
moving around is needed at any point, including our pre-pandemic drop-off style 
babysitting (ages 2 through 8) at the MNjcc child care. 

 
Who will be delivering the sermon/dvar torah on each of the days? 

In the gym, Rabbi Elkin will deliver the sermon on the first day of Rosh Hashanah and on 
Yom Kippur morning. Rabbi Weiss will speak on the second day of Rosh Hashanah. 
In the Rm. 318 service, Ruth Rohn will give the dvar torah on Rosh Hashanah Day I, Rabbi 
Elkin on Rosh Hashanah Day II, and Marcia Beck-Levine on Yom Kippur morning.  

 
What will the content of the one-hour early physical distancing service be? 

Rabbi Elkin will lead a one-hour “highlights” service from 8:30-9:30 am that will include 
some of the major prayers and songs, blowing of the shofar on Rosh Hashanah, Yizkor on 
Yom Kippur, and brief remarks. This service requires registration so we can keep the 
numbers limited and ensure physical distancing. 

 
Will there be physical distancing in the gym and in Rm. 318? 

There will be no structured physical distancing in these spaces, although we anticipate 
that there will be room to spread out in the gym.  

 
How long will HHD services be this year? 

Although we offered abbreviated High Holiday services for the last two years, this year 
we are back to offering full davening for Rosh Hashanah and on Yom Kippur in the gym 
and in Rm. 318. Services begin at 9:00 am, and we aim to finish by 1:30 pm.  


