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Shabbat Shalom! 

 

Few months ago I stumbled upon a very interesting news report about an Israeli named Asaf 

Rapaport. This person lives in a rented apartment in Tel Aviv with a roommate, wears a 

T-Shirt and jeans to work, and travels there by bus. Sounds like an average 34 year-old right? 

Asaf Rapaport is actually the CEO of Microsoft Israel, and he manages more than a thousand 

workers. 

He is a great example of what I like to call "The Israeli Dream". Many Israelis that serve in 

special units in the IDF Intelligence gain a lot of experience from their military service. When 

they leave the army, they get dreamy job offers without even having a diploma or degree. 

Rapaport's case is even more special: 

He completed his first degree when he was only a teenager, and recruited to an elite 

intelligence unit in the IDF. When he finished his service, instead of taking one of the many job 

offers that he received he decided to open his own Startup Company with two of his best 

friends from the IDF. Their company "ADALLOM", which created information security 

solutions, became very successful and in 2015 they sold their company to Microsoft for 320 

million Dollars American. 

And as I said, he didn’t stop there. He quickly became a senior manager at Microsoft, and last 

year he was promoted to the CEO of Microsoft Israel. When he was asked about his very 

modest lifestyle, he had a few answers. He said that his roommate has been his best friend 

since he was 15, and their landlord is like a Savta for them. She brings them food and treats 

them like family. He doesn’t own a fancy car, and actually he doesn’t own a car at all. He said 

that it’s way more environmental, he likes the rides to work with his friends - who are actually 

his workers, and you may know that finding a parking spot in Tel Aviv can take an entire day. 

He has never taken a trip around the world and he doesn’t wear fancy business clothing every 

day. 



Money can't buy happiness, and we can clearly see that this value leads Asaf Rapaport in his 

everyday life. As a teenager, the idea of the "Israeli Dream" was something that I always 

wanted and still want to accomplish, but I think that I learned a lot about how it should be done 

from Asaf Rapaport's story. 

  

As you probably know, the Israeli high tech industry is very developed. This week it was 

reported that Intel is extending their investment by 5 billion Dollars American, this is thanks to 

major tax benefits that they get from the state of Israel. Just recently Intel bought the Israeli 

company "Moblieye" whose product is used as a second set of eyes to assist drivers to 

prevent collisions and accidents. Intel is one of the biggest exporters in Israel, and their R&D 

center and factory that is located in Qiryat Gat employs more than 11,000 workers. This is a 

less developed area of Israel, so having the plant there gave a major boost for the local 

economy. They also create many jobs around their center, stimulating the economy. My 

grandfather was a mechanic for 50 years, and before he retired he had a lot of work coming 

from the Intel plant. 

If you are interested in learning more about the Israeli High-Tech industry, check out our 

bulletin board downstairs, and come to talk to me during Kiddush!  We are also having an 

Israeli cooking night this Tuesday, at 6PM here at the Narayever. We will be sharing our 

family’s recipes and talking about Israeli culinary inventions and how this supported Israel in 

their early years. Shabbat shalom!  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


