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Shabbat Shalom! 
 
Tu B’shvat is the underdog of the Jewish holidays, I mean - It’s 
not as fun as Purim, you don’t get Channuka Gelt, you can’t 
have water balloon fights like you do on Shavuot and 
Passover’s Seder is clearly superior. If you are a secular adult 
in Israel, you might even not know when Tu B’shvat is 
happening. But after I thought about it for a little, I have many 
sweet memories related to this special day that I want to share 
with you. 
 
My first Tu Bishvat memory is actually a song called “כך הולכים 
 It means this is how the planters walk, and I learned it .”השותלים
in kindergarten. I remember my parents taking me to see the 
blossom of the almond tree. I couldn't stop singing this song, 
even a week after. 
 
Another Tu B’Shvat memory is that when I was young, my 
parents,some people from my town and I planted saplings in 
the park next to my home. Just now when I was there during 
my vacation to Israel, I was amazed and moved to see how 
well this plot of trees has grown.  
 
I also remember that when I was in grade 8,my scouts group 
and I participated in a Tu B’shvat festival in that same park. We 
sold saplings and donate the proceeds to tzedakkah. 
 
And of course, I can't forget to mention that Tu B'shvat is 
actually my mom’s hebrew birthday! 
 



In Israel, as in other places in the world, environmental conflicts 
are always an issue. Factories around Haifa produce harmful 
fumes, illegal fishing in the Mediterranean sea is putting many 
species at risk, and the dead sea continues to dry up. But the 
fact that there's one day that people go out and express their 
love for nature, and maybe plant some trees and other 
greenery along the way, makes me very happy. I'm also happy 
that Israel is having a pretty rainy winter and the level of the 
Kineret has risen by 60 centimeters since the beginning of the 
winter. 
 
So when I come to think about what Tu B’shvat means to me, I 
feel that it is a day that makes us consider the our 
surroundings, both people and nature. I hope that nature in 
Israel will always stay as it is, so that future  generations can 
enjoy it as much as my family have, and will continue to.  
I guess that Tu B'shvat is not that much of an underdog after 
all... 
Toda Raba and Shabbat Shalom! 
 


