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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Narayever members,

I have been thinking about hope and looking for hope, wondering what makes me feel  
truly hopeful. 

Over the past few months at the Narayever, I have felt uplifted and encouraged, hopeful, and 
inspired listening to B. Mitzvah teens leyn and deliver their dvar torahs with confidence, as the 
goal of encouraging more lay leaders to step up and take part in services is gaining momentum, 
as family-friendly Friday night services followed by shared dinners have been “sold out”, as 
Rabbi Ed and many shul members had difficult discussions around the war in Gaza – speak-
ing with passion and intelligence while also listening respectfully to one another and learning. 

I felt hopeful as Julia Gluck, one of our long-standing, deeply involved, shul members bid us 
farewell for now as she headed off to make aliyah. I felt hopeful as dozens gathered for a social 
action program to hear the stories of refugees and asylum seekers in Toronto and hands shot 
up during the Q and A to ask, “how can I volunteer to help?”. I felt hopeful every time a group 
of Narayeverniks headed upstairs during Kiddush for Shulchan Ivrit – to take advantage of 
the opportunity to speak Hebrew and get to know and encourage one another in this endeavor. 

I felt hopeful when our ShinShinim returned to the bima on Saturday mornings, after their 
winter visit home to gather their strength following the atrocities of October 7. So many small 
acts and experiences of hope in our community. And I have not listed them all; I surely am 
not even aware of them all. 

So what is hope exactly? Two sources have helped me especially at this time. 

Former Czech dissident and president Vaclav Havel said that “hope is definitely not the same 
thing as optimism. It is not the conviction that something will turn out well, but the certainty 
that something makes sense, regardless of how it turns out.” I interpret this as a call to hold onto 
what we believe is right and follow our convictions, to trust in the strength and determination 
to follow our beliefs as a powerful guide and accept the outcome that ensues. A determined 
and open mind is required. 

The other quote that has inspired me comes from Amos Oz, one of the greatest Israeli novel-
ists of all time, and a prolific essayist and Polemicist. Following the Six-Day War, along with 
a group of other young writers, he edited an anthology entitled The Seventh Day. In it, they 
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President 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

argued that Israel should return the territory it had just taken in the West Bank and Gaza to 
enable a Palestinian State to be established beside Israel; a call for a two-state solution. This 
was 1967, and the idea was certainly radical. Within three decades, the idea was considered a 
rational goal and widely, though not universally, supported among Israelis. Over the 30 years 
it took for a radical notion to become a guiding principle for Israeli negotiators, Amos Oz held 
onto the hope of a two-state solution. He held onto the certainty that it made sense.

Oz argued that following the Holocaust, the Jewish people needed and had the right to estab-
lish the State of Israel. He also wrote that, “in the lives of families, neighbours and nations, 
choosing to compromise is in fact choosing life.” The opposite of compromise is not pride or 
integrity,” he argued. “The opposite of compromise is fanaticism and death.” 

Oz held out hope for and believed in compromise. He maintained that “hope is being able 
to see that there is light despite all of the darkness.” And at this critical juncture, we might 
look to Vaclav Havel’s notion that we can follow hope as “the certainty that something makes 
sense, regardless of how it turns out.” Surely both ideas encourage us to follow a path toward 
a humane solution. 

At this point in time in our history, peaceful and sustainable coexistence between Israelis and 
Palestinians remains elusive. But despite all the suffering and heartache, many still long to 
move forward together. I hold out hope. 
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Dear Friends,

In 1987-88 I took a year off from my rabbinical studies and went to live in Israel. I spent the 
year volunteering for a program called Sherut La’am, which sent me to live in a small town near 
Haifa called Yokneam. I helped out in the local school during the day, and in the afternoons, 
I served as an ach gadol, a big brother to three boys who came from a troubled family. In this 
family, the mother was blind and the father had a developmental disability. The three boys had 
little supervision and were starting to get into trouble. Money was tight. I was there to provide 
some structured time for the boys after school. Sometimes I’d take them to the playground; 
sometimes to the pool or to the library. I like to think I helped this family a little bit during 
my time with them.

What I didn’t anticipate was how much I myself would learn from this family. The experience 
was wonderful practice for my spoken Hebrew because unlike most Israelis I interacted with, 
neither the parents nor the kids spoke any English. But as I got to know them, I learned that 
the parents’ native language wasn’t actually Hebrew. They had immigrated to Israel from Iraqi 
Kurdistan, and their native language was Aramaic. Aramaic is a language I had struggled with 
in seminary. We needed to learn it because there are several important biblical passages that are 
written in Aramaic, but also because it is the language of the Talmud and also the language of 
many key parts of Jewish liturgy like the Kaddish and Kol Nidre, and the Ha Lachma Anya 
selection at the seder. I thought of the language as an ancient relic, another obstacle to my 
ability to understand the vast Jewish textual tradition.

But -- here were living people standing in front of me for whom Aramaic was their mother 
tongue! I knew that my relationship with this family presented me with a unique opportunity 
to connect with a part of the Jewish Diaspora of which I had little knowledge, and also to test 
out some of the Aramaic linguistic skills I had learned.

I can’t say that I was able to conduct anything like a conversation with these folks in Aramaic. 
Conversation was never the goal of my Aramaic studies; it was all about reading ancient texts. 
In addition, their spoken Aramaic – while rooted in the ancient Aramaic I had learned – had 
of course evolved and changed over the centuries.

Still and all, it was exciting for me to test out my Aramaic with them. And it was also nice 
for them, I believe, to have something to offer me, even as I helped them in my volunteer role.

I share this anecdote with you as one way of conveying why Israel is so important to me, and 
why I believe it is so important for us as Diaspora Jews to stand by her as best we can. The 
members of this family had come on aliyah to Israel from Kurdistan at a time when it was no 
longer tenable for them to live in the land of their birth, to fulfill the ancient Jewish dream of 

RABBI’S MESSAGE
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shivat tsiyon, the return to Zion. Their presence in Israel filled both an urgent need they had for 
a place of refuge and also a spiritual need to be part of the upbuilding of a Jewish homeland 
in line with ancient Jewish messianic hopes. The meeting up of a progressive American rab-
bi-in-training with this Kurdistani Aramaic-speaking family only happened because of Israel.

This spring we will celebrate Purim, Pesach, Yom HaShoah, Yom HaZikaron, and Yom 
HaAtzmaut. Each of these days, in its own way, emphasizes the significance of Jewish peo-
plehood. Our people is so diverse. This diversity is what makes Jewish peoplehood endlessly 
fascinating, even if it also leads at times to conflict. 

As Jewish Canadians, we don’t live in Israel but can still maintain a strong connection. We 
have inherited a wonderful legacy from our forebears in Canada, and we are nurturing our 
community today so that we can bequeath a thriving Canadian Jewish community to the 
next generation. 

But the centre of Jewish peoplehood is Israel, in all its marvellous and sometimes dizzying 
diversity. We need to do our part to keep the centre strong.

Shlama (that’s “peace” in Aramaic”),

RABBI’S MESSAGE

Rabbi Ed Elkin
rabbi@narayever.ca

Ali Aber and Jeff Krusner, on the birth of their grandson.

Francine Dick, on the birth of her grandson.

Randee Pavalow, on the birth of her granddaughter.

Robin and Derek Penslar, on the birth of their grandson.

Rosalie Shapiro and Steve Leikin, on the birth of their great-grandsons.

MAZEL TOV TO...
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HOLIDAYS

PURIM 2024 
Get ready for a twist at this year’s Purim this year. This 
year’s Erev Purim festivities will run a little differently 
than the past few years but still promises to be a great time -  
Narayever style! 

EREV PURIM – SATURDAY MARCH 23, 2024 

Maariv and Megillah Reading - 8:15 pm 

Coffee House - 9:30 pm 

Calling all Narayeverniks with a hidden talent! Showcase 
your skills and steal the spotlight at our upcoming coffee 
house following the megillah reading. Whether it’s a mes-
merizing song, a magical trick, or even a charming dance, 
we want you to bring your talent centre stage. Please email 
Carly at carly@narayever.ca if you would like to sign up for 
a spot. Narayever teens and adults are most welcome and 
encouraged to participate!!

Hamantaschen and hot drinks will be served in the  
social hall. 

PURIM - SUNDAY MARCH 24, 2024 

Shacharit Service and Megillah Reading - 9:00 am

Purim Carnival for children/Shiur led by Rabbi Ed 
- 10:45 am 

Experience the magic of Narayever’s traditional family 
carnival, kicking off following the service at 10:45 am. 
Bring your gragger and dress up in your favourite cos-
tume. At the same time as the carnival, Rabbi Ed will 
teach a shiur about Purim for our more mature audience. 
The shiur will be on the topic “Challenges of the Biblical 
Diaspora Jew: Joseph, Daniel, Nechemiah, and Esther”. 

Purim Spiel - 11:30 am 

Get ready for the spectacular Megillat TAYLOR. We’ve 
worked SWIFTly and with dedication to master our 
lines and songs to illuminate the Purim story like never 
before! A timeless retelling of the ERAs. Look out for our  
Purim Divas!

We hope you will join us at the Narayever for Purim  
this year!

PASSOVER 2024

FESTIVAL SERVICES

Passover services will be held on Tuesday April 23, 
Wednesday April 24, Monday April 29, and Tuesday 
April 30, beginning at 9:30 am. The service on April 30 
will include Yizkor. 

SHABBAT HAGADOL SHIUR  
with Rabbi Ed 
Shabbat, April 20 
After kiddush, about 1:30 pm

Elijah’s Cup: A Seder Moment for Vengeance or 
for Peace?

This year we will celebrate Passover six months following 
the horrific October 7 massacre in Israel. Our Haggadah 
includes a ritual that articulates certain prayers and 
wishes in regard to the downfall of our enemies. It is a 
reading that accompanies opening the door and welcom-
ing in the prophet Elijah, and it asks God to pour out 
the divine wrath on the nations of the world that have 
“consumed Jacob and laid waste his habitation.” 

In this year’s Shabbat HaGadol shiur, we will reflect on 
this reading, and the extent to which it captures our 
feelings as we think about Israel’s enemies throughout 
the ages, including in our very own time. We will also 
consider alternatives to this reading which have been  
suggested. 

PESACH TZEDAKAH
Please consider helping others of limited means observe a 
proper Pesach. One way to participate in the mitzvah of 
maot hittin is to contribute to the National Council of 
Jewish Women’s food drive. This drive provides Pesach 
food for over 10,000 people in the GTA, and the NCJW 
must raise $125,000 in order to be able to do it. To 
donate, either go to www.passoverfooddrive.org or call 
416.633.5100. 

Pesach can be a very expensive holiday to observe prop-
erly. Are you in need of financial assistance to keep a 
kosher yontif? Rabbi Elkin has special funds set aside for 
members of the congregation in this situation, so don’t 
be bashful! Please contact the rabbi, in full confidence, at 
416-927-0546 x3, or rabbi@narayever.ca. 
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AUTHORIZATION OF AGENT TO SELL HAMETZ – MEKHIRAT HAMETZ
There are four ways we fulfill the biblical mitzvah of ridding ourselves of hametz before Passover: 1. We clean our homes. 
2. We burn any remaining crumbs. 3. We verbally declare that any hametz in our possession is worthless, nullified, 
and no longer owned by us. 4. In order to ensure that there is no question about our intent to remove hametz from our 
possession, we sell hametz to a non-Jew.

You will have to do the cleaning, burning, and nullification. But we can assist you in the sale of your hametz, if you 
delegate that authority to Rabbi Elkin. If you would like us to do so, please scan and submit the URL code below or 
drop the form at the shul, mail it to 187 Brunswick Ave., M5S 2M4, scan/email it to narayever@gmail.com. We need 
to receive the form by 5:00 pm on Thursday April 18 at the latest in order to take care of this for you.

I, ____________________________________, (acting on behalf of and with the authorization of my entire 
family) hereby authorize Rabbi Edward Elkin to act as my agent to sell the hametz that may be at home, at my place of 
business, or elsewhere, in accordance with the requirements and provisions of Jewish law. I have placed my hametz and 
mixtures and objects containing hametz in specially designated storage areas within my home, which is at…

First Address:      Second Address: 

Signature:      Date:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

HOLIDAYS

MONTHLY FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICES AND DINNERS
This winter and spring, Narayever is partnering with Annex Shul for services once/month, on the last 
Friday night of each month. On those Friday nights, Annex Shul will come to the Narayever for spirited 
and musical davening at our usual 6:00 pm start time. The service will be followed by a festive dinner 
downstairs. Services and dinner are open to both Annex Shul and Narayever members. Upcoming dates: 
March 29, April 26 (no dinner), and May 31. Please check Narayever Net for registration details.
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CELEBRATIONS

YOM HASHOAH
Our annual Yom HaShoah commemoration will be held on Sunday May 5, beginning at 7:30 pm at the shul. Please 
join us as we come together to honour the memory of those murdered in the Shoah by means of readings and music, 
song, and prayer. More details to come in Narayever Net.

YOM HAZIKARON/YOM HA'ATZMAUT
On Monday May 13 at 7:30 pm, join us in a meaningful commemoration of those who have fallen defending the State 
of Israel and who were victims of terror. The memorial will be followed by a celebration of Israel’s independence led by 
our Shinshiniyot Raz and Shelly. This year’s “Yoms” event should be particularly meaningful and important because of 
October 7. We hope to see you there. More details to come in Narayever Net.

If you are interested in helping with the Yom HaShoah or Yom Hazikaron/Yom Ha'atzmaut commemorations please be 
in touch with Carly - carly@narayever.ca.

HOLIDAYS

Our Chanukah party held on December 9 was a truly uplifting evening for all who attended. It started with nibbles, 
crafts, and schmoozing in the Social Hall. When the band was ready, we were ushered upstairs to the sanctuary to begin 
the musical portion of the evening. 

Havdalah was led by some Narayever teens with Yaffa on guitar accompanied by Navah, Bess, and Dara. Our 
Shinshiniyot Raz and Shelly lit the Chanukah candles and led us in the blessings. 

We were then treated to the sounds of Elan Dresher and his musical friends who performed lively and joyous Chanukah 
klezmer tunes from around the world and through the ages. 

It was so wonderful to have many Narayever members as part of the musical ensemble and we are grateful to Elan for 
organizing the wonderful concert for us. 
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CELEBRATIONS

Our Tu B’Shevat Seder was a warm and welcoming pro-
gram on a cold January day in Toronto during which we 
celebrated the Birthday of the Trees. Discussions centred 
around the four seasons from a spiritual, physical, and 
emotional lens and we learned about Israeli agriculture. 
Ruth Rohn shared insightful bite-sized readings and 
Hartley Wynberg led us in music and songs from Israel.

Samantha Berman and Samara Enchin 
Celebrations Co-Chairs 
celebrations@narayever.ca

FAMILY & YOUTH

SHABBAT MORNING PROGRAMS
Join Narayever's amazing Teen Leaders and 
Shinshiniyot each Shabbat for an interactive experi-
ence with Jewish songs, tefilot, Shabbat-friendly crafts, 
activities, and games as we review parashat hashavuah 
and engage in fun learning together. 

Programs are geared for children ages 0 - 11 and begin 
at 11:00 am in the Lower Level Youth Hubs, and will 
conclude when we join the congregation in the sanctu-
ary for bima time. 

On March 30, April 20, and May 25, we will include 
Torah leyning and will have a specific focus on learn-
ing the Torah service, providing children with an 
opportunity to get up close to the Torah.

NARAYEVER FAMILY AND YOUTH OFFERS A WIDE RANGE OF  
PROGRAMS FOR KIDS OF ALL AGES AND THEIR FAMILIES ON  

SHABBAT AND JEWISH HOLIDAYS. 

YOUTH SHABBAT
Our annual Youth Shabbat was held on February 10. 
Over 25 teens plus members of the B. Mitzvah cohort 
and other children participated in services that day, by 
leading davening, reading from the Torah, and perform-
ing many other parts in the service. This is always an 
exciting day on our shul calendar and we are inspired by 
the continuing connection of our congregation’s youth.

KABBALAT SHABBAT FOR FAMILIES
On December 1 and January 19, it was wonderful to 
come together as a community with new families and 
friends of the Narayever at the Kabbalat Shabbat for 
Families. We were filled to capacity and the evening was 
filled with ruach as we shared in welcoming Shabbat 
meaningfully together. 

Please join us at our next Kabbalat Shabbats for Families 
on March 8, April 5, and May 3. We will begin at 5:30 
pm with snacks and children's activities, followed at 6:00 
pm by a joyful, full-length Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv 
service - all children very much welcome! A Family 
Shabbat dinner will follow the service at 7:15 pm. Please 
check Narayever Net for registration details and be sure 
to register early.

SHABBAT MORNING BABYSITTING
Babysitting for children ages 0 - 6 is offered weekly 
at 10:00 am in the Lower Level Youth Hubs. This is 
a drop-off program and will end with your children 
being brought upstairs for Bima time.
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CARLY’S CORNER 
As we look forward in our Jewish calendars, I get excited 
to celebrate Pesach. Pesach for me has always been a time 
when my family gets together for a 30-to-40-person 
seder. My seder memories have been rich in many parts 
due to my Bubbie and Papa who both have large extended 
families. When I was child, we would all gather together 
at my Bubbie and Papa’s apartment – one seder with my 
Bubbie’s side of the family and one seder with my Papa’s 
side of the family. I remember listening to the adults read 
through the Haggadah, go through the 10 plagues, 
recite the blessings over the four cups of the wine, and 
of course sing our favourite Pesach songs. When I think 
back, there are a handful of moments throughout the 
seder that offer good engagement and participation 
from children – the four questions, finding the afi-
komen, and opening the door for Elijah, which for my 
family was met with an epic table shake from my Papa. 
To this day, I am certain that Elijah entered the apart-
ment and took that sip from the wine glass. Our family 
traditions have continued into my adult years, but as we 
have welcomed the next generation, we try to make our 
seders even more child-friendly and incorporate further 
activities and games, such as

• Using memory cards and an order board to remem-
ber the seder order. Each person at the seder table 
gets a card with the name and picture of a different 
seder ritual activity and as the seder progress the 
different ritual activities are placed on the order 

FAMILY & YOUTH

LAG B'OMER
Join us on Sunday May 26 in the early evening to cel-
ebrate Lag B'Omer as we sing songs around a fire and 
enjoy marshmallows and s'mores. More details to come 
in Narayever Net.

Carly Prusky 
Director of Family & Youth 
Engagement  
carly@narayever.ca

PASSOVER YOUTH PROGRAMS
Come together on Tuesday April 23 and Wednesday 
April 24 starting at 10:00 am for Passover morning 
programs for our younger members, immersing in the 
spirit of the holiday. We will delve into the essence of 
the Haggadah as we explore and celebrate our favou-
rite passages. 

board to help us keep track of where we are at in the 
seder. This activity makes the seder more interactive 
as the evening progresses

• 10 plague charades or head bands brings humour 
and a deeper understanding into these plagues and 
the progression of the plagues.

• Who Knows One hand actions and printed cards 
can be used to liven up this singsong and provides 
for further fun and insight into the lyrics of the 
song. The same can be said for other of the favourite 
tunes that are sung throughout the seder.

There are many other ways that you could also make your 
seder more meaningful for your littlest seder attendees 
by telling the story with puppets or physically building 
Egypt. Finding family traditions that are meaningful to 
you that bring life to your seder and allow for memories 
to be made that can continue to be passed down is what I 
believe makes the Pesach seder special and something to 
look forward to each year. Take a moment and remem-
ber what you have always enjoyed about Pesach and then 
make sure to integrate into your seder as it might just be 
what the next generation remembers too.
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INTERVIEW

SAD, BETRAYED, AND RESILIENT: NARAYEVER UNIVERSITY STUDENTS  
WHO FACE RISING ANTISEMITISM

The Narayever Newsletter Team reached out to three university-aged children of Narayever 
members to get insight into their experience on campus over the last few months.

Narayever: In the wake of October 7, how have you been 
feeling?

Sophie: I have been distracted by both the war and by the 
reaction to it on campus. It has been overwhelming, since 
all over campus students, including my friends, were ex-
pressing anti-Israel sentiments that were in some way an-
tisemitic. As well, I have many friends in Israel who I was 
concerned for.

Narayever: Do you find yourself able to talk to your 
non-Jewish friends about Jewish issues or Israel?

Sam: Pretty much all of my friends in university are not 
Jewish, I have talked to them about it a few times, some 
really have no idea what is going on, but some of my friends 
are very anti-Israel, and I was able to talk to them because 
they are smart enough to see the big picture. I am grateful 
that I am able to have these conversations, but also for the 
ability to gain perspective.

Josie: For me, I usually try to avoid the topic altogether. 
As much as I would like to be the kind of person who isn't 
afraid to talk about the war and my political beliefs with 
anyone, I have found that most non-Jewish people I know 
either know very little about the conflict or they are actively 
anti-Zionist. In both cases, I find trying to justify my be-
liefs stressful and often futile.

Narayever: Do you find yourself engaging with disinfor-
mation either in person or on social media?

Sophie: Yes, I have replied to several stories on Instagram. 
None of it has been productive, as I find this cannot be 
talked about over Instagram.

Sam: Yeah, I often put my phone down in disgust or in 

a state of annoyance because of all of the 
ridiculous things that I see about Israel or 
Jews. On the plus side, it cuts my screen time 
down.

Narayever: Have any of your non-Jewish 
friends come to support you as an ally?

Sophie: No.

Josie: Not really, no.

Narayever: What have you been doing for self-care?

Sam: I have been playing basketball, that always helps me.

Sophie: I have been spending more time at Chabad and 
with other Jewish friends

Narayever: Do you find your non-Jewish friends listen to 
you about your Jewish experience?

Sophie: Yes, but it depends on the person. Most of them, 
though, are happy to listen and hear about what it is like to 
be Jewish on campus.

Narayever: What has given you strength after October 7?

Sophie: I got the incredible opportunity to go to 
Washington with CIJA, who offered university stu-
dents a large subsidy on the trip. Seeing polit ica l 
f igures in America talk about the importance of bring-
ing back the hostages, along with hearing the struggles 
of other university students, showed me that there were 
people who cared and were experiencing the same things 
as I was.

Sam: My younger cousin's Bar Mitzvah right after October 
7. It was a fun event, with lots of Jewish culture and spirit. 
That gave me a lot of strength.

Josie: Making Jewish friends and doing Jewish activities 
has been incredibly helpful. I found some lovely friends 
at the beginning of the year with whom I go to events at 
Hillel and Shabbat dinner at Chabad, which has been so nice. 
Talking to them and to people at Hillel and Chabad has been 
the only time when I feel like my opinion is understood and 
not dismissed. It is also nice to know that there are other 
people just as upset and frustrated as I am, and to know that 
I can turn to them if I need someone to talk to. 

Josie SophieSam
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THE 1948 WAR: A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE  
with Professor Derek Penslar
Shabbat, March 16 after Kiddush, about 1:30 pm

How did the world react to the establishment of Israel in 1948? Did the 1948 
war have the same impact as simultaneous conflicts throughout Asia and 
Europe? And why did countries choose to support or oppose the creation 
of a Jewish state? This talk aims to answer these questions, and in so doing, 
demonstrates how the political environment of the immediate postwar era 
globalized the Palestine Question, with consequences that reach up to the 
present day.

Derek Penslar is the William Lee Frost Professor of Jewish History at Harvard 
University. Derek’s most recent books are Theodor Herzl: The Charismatic 
Leader, and Zionism: An Emotional State. Derek is a Fellow of the Royal Society 
of Canada and an Honorary Fellow of St. Anne’s College, Oxford. Derek and his 
wife Robin maintain their principal home in Toronto and are long-time members 
of the First Narayever.

ADULT EDUCATION

ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAMMING

THE SECRET LIFE OF A JUROR: A CONVERSA-
TION WITH JURORS OF THE CANADIAN JEWISH 
LITERARY AWARDS 
with Anna Porter and Rona Arato
Shabbat, April 6 after Kiddush, about 1:30 pm

We welcome Anna Porter and Rona Arato, jurors with the Canadian Jewish 
Literary Awards. Adult Education co-chair Lesley Simpson will moderate a 
conversation with two writers who will share how jurors determine win-
ners, and how their reading has been enriched as writers and how they tackle 
the task at hand. We will leave room for people to ask questions in the last 
15 minutes of the presentation.

Anna Porter is the award-winning author of twelve books, both fiction and 
non-fiction, including The Ghosts of Europe, Kasztner’s Train, and Buying 
a Better World, George Soros and Billionaire Philanthropy. Gull Island, a 
psychological thriller, is her 6th novel. She co-founded Key Porter Books, an 
influential publishing house. 

Rona Arato is an award-winning author of over 20 children’s books. Many of her 
books deal with human rights. The Last Train, a Holocaust Story won numer-
ous awards including the Norma Fleck Award as the best Canadian children’s 
non-fiction book of 2014. Her book Anti-Semitism and the MS St. Louis, deals 
with Canada’s apology for turning away desperate Jewish refugees in July 1939, 
thereby condemning them to the Holocaust. Her latest book, Nothing Could 
Stop Her, about journalist and human rights activist Ruth Gruber is a Junior 
Literary Guild selection for 2023/24. 
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LIVING OUR VISION - NEARING 
THE FINISH LINE
We have been back in the renovated shul since Feb-
ruary 2023. In this past year, the liveliness and di-
versity of programs and services that are the hall-
mark of the First Narayever Congregation have also 
been restored in our now completed building.

What is also important for you to know is that 
the very successful Living Our Vision fundraising  
($4,126,854) is nearly complete. By that we mean 
that the pledges Narayeverites made are being hon-
oured. As of January 2024, we had $103,454 in 
pledges left to be paid. Most of those will be received 
in 2024. There are some donors who started their 
pledges later and will complete them into 2025.

More than 450 Nareyever members stepped up and 
responded to the leadership of Mark Guttman to 

raise money for the shul renovation. At this point, it 
is looking like all the pledges will be met. That is an 
extraordinary achievement.

Thank you, thank you, thank you.

Like anyone who is dealing with high interest rates, 
the decision was made that the Narayever should 
make every effort to pay down our mortgage. While 
we can manage our payments, it was decided that 
it was in the long-term interest of the Narayever to 
reduce the size of our mortgage and pay it off as soon 
as possible. More information about this effort will 
be sent to you soon. 

Thank you again Narayeverites for your tremendous 
support for our shul.

Phyllis Berck
Past President
pastpresident@narayever.ca

SHUL MATTERS

CONCERNING A WOMAN WHO BECAME A MAN 
AND A MAN WHO BECAME A WOMAN 
with Howard Tzvi Adelman
Shabbat, May 11 after Kiddush, about 1:30 pm

Biological sexual transformations and their impact on gendered roles in 
Jewish practice, including circumcision, marriage, divorce, and the morn-
ing blessings, have been the subject of rabbinic discourse since the seven-
teenth century. Considerations of sexual transformation inform midrash, 
high holiday liturgy, and kabbalah. These discussions, based on religious and 
medical considerations, recognize, although not always enthusiastically, sex-
ual transition and gender fluidity. 

Howard Tzvi Adelman and his wife Karin are new to Toronto and to the 
Narayever. Previously he was director of the Jewish studies programs at Smith 
College and Queen's University. In addition, he taught Jewish studies in Israel, 
where Karin practiced as a family physician.

Lesley Simpson and Sylvia Bashevkin 
Adult Education Co-Chairs 
education@narayever.ca

RABBI ED’S TANAKH SHIUR
On Shabbat when there is no special speaker, Rabbi Ed offers a shiur after kiddush. We are currently studying the 
prophet Isaiah. All are welcome to join after kiddush for this shiur in the Beit Midrash.

ADULT EDUCATION
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NARAYEVER ENVIRONMENT  
COMMITTEE: Renew/rekindle/ 
rebuild the First Narayever  
Environment Committee 
The environmental/climate crisis is ever-present and 
action will help us nurture hope and add a little light 
to these dark times. Engaging with environmen-
tal issues has for many years been part of how we 
at Narayever identify as a community. Now is the 
time to build on our earlier work by learning together 
and taking action. Even during the last seemingly 
quiet years, the Environment Committee worked to 
ensure that our shul renewal included a green roof, 
solar panels, and a pollinator garden.

Our past goals and actions included:
• Organizing talks by experts within and beyond the 

shul community 

• Participating in larger community actions such as 
climate marches, consultations, and learn-ins

• Understanding how the environmental crisis is a 
Jewish issue

• Evaluating what are the most effective actions we 
can take to reduce damage to the environment, 
and to support each other as we implement those 
changes

• Connecting to the larger Jewish community around 
issues of climate change

Initial brainstorming meetings took place in Febru-
ary but it still isn’t too late to join the committee. If 
you are interested in attending meetings, please send 
us an email. 

Please look for information about upcoming Envi-
ronment Committee activities in Narayever Net.

Tanhum Yoreh and Jill Magen 
Environment Committee 
environment@narayever.ca

SOCIAL ACTION - CONTINUING TO 
TURN NARAYEVER VALUES INTO 
ACTION
On December 4, the Social Action Committee (SAC) 
held a very engaging panel discussion on the experiences 
of refugees and displaced individuals in Canada. Sarah 
Fulford led us through a thought-provoking panel dis-
cussion featuring a JIAS settlement worker, the Director 
of FCJ refugee center, and our own Francine Dick, who 
has housed a number of refugees in her home. 

On January 31 we offered a collaborative “Giving Circle'' 
program with Mazon Canada. It addressed the urgent 
national issue of food security in Canada. The Narayever 
Community consistently prioritizes Tikkun Olam and 
this program was an interactive learning opportunity 
for shul members where they had the opportunity to be 
part of a decision making process on where to direct our 
Sunday Minyan donations (Mazon Tzedakah boxes are 
always available during this service).

Many Narayever members participated in the win-
ter clothing drive held during Chanukah. Hats, mitts, 
scarves, coats and other winter clothing were delivered 
to the FCJ Refugee Center on Oakwood Avenue.

Clothing and food bank donations are just a few of the 
activities that the SAC encourages members to engage 
in as much as possible. Hands-on volunteer opportuni-
ties are in abundance in Toronto.

On Tuesday night March 19 at 7:00 pm, the Social 
Action committee will be offering a workshop at the shul 
on Youth Without Shelter. The workshop is designed to 
educate the community about prevention and equip par-
ticipants with the skills to support youth that might 

SHUL MATTERS
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be at risk of homelessness. Participants are introduced 
to the realities of youth homelessness, receive informa-
tion on available community resources, and ways that 
they can provide/receive support. We will explore what 
is homelessness, how to support youth at risk of home-
lessness, the cost of homelessness, and have break-out 
activities for practice.

We look forward to offering more programming like 
this, incorporating educational and action components. 

We are a small but mighty committee and welcome 
new committee members. Please email socialaction@ 
narayever.ca if you are interested or would like further  
information.

Jackie Silverberg and Randee Pavalow 
Social Action Co-chairs 
socialaction@narayever.ca 

HESED UPDATE & CALL FOR 
VOLUNTEERS
The Narayever Hesed committee is here to provide sup-
port for our members - but sometimes we need your help 
in knowing when we should reach out. Please write to 
hesed@narayever.ca to let us know if you or someone 
you know from our congregation can use a friendly call, 
a serving of soup, a visit or a helping hand.

The Hesed committee continues to respond to a variety 
of other needs and are always seeking volunteers to assist 
our efforts. Want to make soup deliveries? Interested 
in polishing your davening skills and helping to lead 
minyan for members sitting shiva? What about making 
friendly visits to members who can use some company?

Can we include you when we put out calls for meals/
rides or other forms of support for members needing 
some extra help? Help us boost our "bikur holim" efforts 
by visiting folks in hospital or in recovery. If you would 
like to volunteer as part of the Narayever Hesed net-
work, please let us know.

With best wishes to you all and prayers for the release of 
hostages and an end to war,

Jodi Block  
Hesed Chair  
hesed@narayever.ca

OTTAWA RALLY IN SUPPORT OF THE 
HOSTAGES
On December 4, a group of Narayever members led 
by Rabbi Ed travelled to Ottawa to participate in a 
rally on Parliament Hill in support of the hostages 
being held in Gaza. We shared a UJA-sponsored bus 
with our friends at City Shul. It was a long day, but it 
felt important to be there to express our solidarity at a 
time when so many are suffering.

SHUL MATTERS
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WIDER COMMUNITY - STANDING 
TOGETHER, MOURNING THE LOSS
After the horrendous massacre in Israel on Octo-
ber 7, various Toronto groups on both sides of the 
conflict, organized demonstrations. But multi-faith 
groups like Coexistence gathered in a vigil to mourn 
the loss of innocent lives in Israel and Palestine, to 
share prayers and hope for peace, sending a call for 
coexistence and dialogue. No flags were permitted.

Rabbi Ed spoke beautifully, in addition to several 
others from the Jewish and Muslim Community.

Sharing Sacred Spaces members participated and at-
tended as well.

Micky Fraterman 
Wider Community 
widercommunity@narayever.ca

Imam Ismail Ulghar, Director to Religious Responsibilities, MUA 
(Madinatul Uloom Academy), Founder of Bridge for Humanity, 
one of the speakers, and Les Tanaka, President, Toronto Buddhist 
Church, with Micky Fraterman, standing together.

SAFETY & SECURITY COMMITTEE 
Security continues to be an important topic 
throughout the Canadian Jewish community, espe-
cially since October 7. With well-documented sto-
ries of the rise of antisemitism in most cities across 
the country, on college campuses, and online. The 
increase in hate-crimes has followed a similar pat-
tern to previous outbreaks of violence between Israel 
and Gaza, although there’s much greater intensity to 
current events.

The Narayever has increased our own security proto-
cols during this period by maintaining a locked-door 
policy, activating the alarm system nightly, revising 
a plan to monitor the flow of public information, 
and increasing our presence at the front door during 
scheduled events. We anticipate remaining at this 
higher level of preparedness for as long as the situa-
tion warrants it.

To assist in our increased security efforts, we’re 
pleased to report that we were awarded a $10,000 
grant in November from the Ontario government 
program targeting anti-hate security and prevention 
in communities at-risk. This is the second grant of 
this nature awarded to the FNC over the last eigh-
teen months.

In October, the Safety & Security Committee (SSC) 
hosted a seminar on De-Escalation Skills, offered by 
a professional social-worker Rebecca Higgins. She 
had lots to offer the attendees including the five key 
components to Active Listening:

1. Focus

2. Be patient

3. Pay attention to the person

4. Listen to what the person is saying (words) and not 
saying (tone)

5. Don’t jump to solutions, listen first

Finally, in late January the committee debuted its 
Fire-Safety program.The purpose of the training is to 
provide volunteers and staff a complete understand-
ing of fire safety features in the building, fire preven-
tion and protocols to follow in case of a fire. After 
its initial roll out to the Board, the committee, and 
staff, we will extend the program to all our commu-
nity volunteers in the months to come.

Paul Cohen
Safety & Security Committee
security@narayever.ca

SHUL MATTERS
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NEW MEMBER EVENT
A very special evening took place on November 4. The 
Narayever community officially welcomed members who 
have joined over the past few years (Covid had prevented 
us from holding this annual event earlier). A havdalah 
service was held in the Shul Social Hall. It was a wonder-
ful opportunity to introduce new members to members 
of the board and staff. Over a delicious meal prepared 
by our own Rachel Zilberg new friendships were formed. 
New members were encouraged to get involved in shul life 
whether through participation on committees or attend-
ing events. Thank you to Rabbi Ed, Michael, and Marsha 
for all their support in putting this event together.

Narayever is always open to welcoming new members. If 
you have friends or family who may be interested in join-

ing our community please encourage them to check us 
out either in person on any Shabbat or on our website at 
www.narayever.ca. We can also be found on Facebook 
at: www.facebook.com/FirstNarayever. I am always avail-
able by phone (416-948-0850) or e-mail me to answer any 
membership related questions. 

At Narayever nobody is denied membership due to an 
inability to pay full fees. There is a significant cost to 
this policy. I encourage those who are able to help to 
contact the shul office and donate to our Membership  
Subsidy Fund.

David Barkin 
Membership and Shul Community Committee Chair 
membership@narayever.ca

WE WELCOME NEW AND RETURNING MEMBERS TO OUR COMMUNITY
Hilary Book

Shoshannah Cooper-Porter and Vianey Barajas
Iris Glaser & Eli Singer and their children

Sophie Hershfield & Zack Babins 
Dahlia Horlick & Adam Windman

Galit Kleiner and her children
Beth McAuley
Judita Pamfil 

Dvira Segal and her children
Kaya Tache-Green & Assaf Feldmann and their children

Joel and Toby Yan

OUR CONDOLENCES TO…
Bonnie Fish, on the passing of her mother Evelyn Librach
Chris Geggie, on the passing of his father Rick Geggie
Rimona Natanson, on the passing of her mother Felicia Natanson
Josée Posen, on the death of her husband Lawrence Hartman
Irene Szylinger, on the passing of her mother Hanna Szylinger

SHUL MATTERS
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RITUAL

The Shabbat prior to every Rosh Chodesh, beginning of 
a new month, we recite a special tefillah called Birkat 
Hachodesh, Blessing of the Month. In this beautiful tefil-
lah that includes announcing the name of the new month 
and the day on which it will begin, we pray for physical 
and spiritual wellbeing in the month to come. This tefil-
lah gives the Shabbat on which it is said the name Shabbat 
Mevarkhim Hachodesh or simply Shabbat Mevarkhim 
רְְכִִים בָָּת מְְבַָ�ָ .bless בַָ-רְ-ך from the root שַׁ�

Months in the Jewish calendar depend on the phases of 
the moon. In ancient times, the determination of a Rosh 
Chodesh was based on eye-witness testimony. When wit-
nesses came before the Sanhedrin, the Jewish legal court, 
to report that they had seen a new moon, that day was 
declared Rosh Chodesh, the beginning of the new month.

Thanks to the Talmudic sage Hillel II, it became possible 
to know in advance when Rosh Chodesh would fall. In 
the 4th century, Hillel introduced a calendar that was 
based on mathematical calculations. Lunar months of 29 
or 30 days were set to balance out the moon’s roughly 29 
½ day cycle. Hillel’s calendar also included adjustments 
to align our lunar months with the seasons determined 
by the sun. This enabled us to regularly celebrate our fes-
tivals in their appropriate agricultural seasons as specified 
in the Torah (e.g. Pesach in the spring and Sukkot at the 
fall harvest). 

To make up the approximately 11-day difference between 
12 lunar months and 12 solar months, leap years were 
introduced in which an entire lunar month was added. 
These leap years, rather than occurring every four years as 
they do in the secular calendar, occur every 2 or 3 years 
within 19 year cycles. 

This year, 5784, is a leap year and as in every leap year, 
an extra month is added after Shevat and before Nisan, 
which in the Torah, is the first month of the year. The 
added month is always called Adar, giving us two Shabbat 
Mevarkhim one after another when Rosh Chodesh Adar 
is announced- the first called Adar Rishon, and the sec-
ond, Adar Sheni.

Adar is characterized as the month we usher in with, 
and increase, our merriment. Much as we could use an 
extra measure of joy this year, increasing our merriment 
only applies to Adar Sheni, as, in a leap year, we celebrate 
Purim in Adar Sheni. There’s a reason given for this in 
the Talmud: so that the two redemptions, the one from 
Haman and the one from Pharaoh, will be celebrated in 
consecutive months (Megillah 6b).

In the midrash, the waxing and waning of the moon each 
month were seen as a reflection of the ups and downs 
in the fate of the Jewish people. The moon itself is seen 
as a symbol of the Shekhina, the feminine aspect of the 
Divine, which always accompanies us, even in times of 
exile, persecution, or suffering.

The moon was also seen as a sign of Israel’s redemption. 
May we be able to celebrate the redemption of all the 
remaining hostages and a peaceful and secure future for 
all. And as the moon is always renewed, so may we all be.

As always, if you would like to learn how to lead daven-
ing, please be in touch with me. 

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF TEFILLAH LEADERSHIP & EDUCATION

ZOOM MINYAN
We gather online Sunday through Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm. Check the calendar for each week’s 
Saturday night zoom Maariv time. We will change to Mincha as of May 1, still at 7:00 pm. The minyan 
is open to all, including those wanting to say kaddish on a loved one’s yahrzeit.

Ruth Rohn 
Director of Tefillah Leadership 
& Education 
tefillah@narayever.ca
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 ROSH HASHANAH APPEAL DONATIONS

Thank you to everyone who donated to our Rosh Hashanah Appeal. 
These funds help us to maintain our shul’s programs and services.

Goldie Schlanger

Sharna Searle

Jodi Segal

Galia Shaked and Paul Milgram

Maureen Shandling and Sheldon 
Levitt

Michael Shapiro and Cheryl 
Epstein

Sharon Sharir and Andy Smith

Ricki and Steven Sharpe

Justine Silver

Jackie Silverberg

Caroline Silverman and Jordan 
Wosnick

Wendy Simon

Tama Soble and Hart Schwartz

Leslie and Harvey Starkman

Mark Sternberg

Nancy and Morris Sternberg

Helen and Eli Szamosi

Roz Train

Rhonda and Neil Travis

Nan Weiner and Issie Lyon

Robert Weinstein

Sharon Weintraub

Karen Weisman and Arthur 
Ripstein

Alisa Weyman

Karen Weyman and Sid Feldman

Paul Winestock and Galina 
Vaisman

Linda and Roy Wise

Howard Wiseman

Joanne Yolles and Lorne Cappe

Yoam Yoreh

Anonymous x 3

Ali Aber and Jeffrey Krusner

Shelley Adler and Paul Cohen

Lori Albert and Joel Yaphe

Harry and Sandra Aronowicz

Marcia Beck and Mischa Levine

Rachel and Rabbi Joseph Ben-
David

Linda and Daniel Benishai

Phyllis Berck

Eduard Bercovici

Philip Berger

Samantha Berman and Rael 
Rifkind

Barbara Berson and Edward 
Weinberg

Jacobo Bibliowicz

Amy Block and Jonathan Zamir

Liz Bohnen

Keren Brown and Jonathan 
Ohayon

Marni and Mel Cappe

Rebecca Colman and Adam 
Liederman

Marika Cooper

Mitch Davis

Miriam Diamond

Francine Dick

Frances Enchin

Joel Enchin

Samara Enchin and Jacob 
Sadikman

Julie Fass

Karen and Anthony Feinstein

Benjamin Feldman

Jeffrey Frank

Justin Fraterman

Ellen Friedland and Arthur 
Vanek

Dorothy Garfinkel

Esther and Benjamin Geva

Joan Glick Gold

Linda and Norman Gold

Wendy Gold and Richard Gut-
tman

Karen Golden

Debbie Greenberg

Anna and Jack Greenblatt

Marina Gutman and Mark 
Federman

Kathy Hart

Jennifer and Alan Hoffmann

Susan Hoffmann

Janet Horowitz

Paula Hurwitz and Jeff Trossman

Alana Johns and Elan Dresher

Joan Judge-Fogel and Josh Fogel

Aura and Manfred Kagan

Louis Kalikow and Aurora 
Mendelsohn

Gail Klein and Michael Benovich

Ann Komaromi and Leonid 
Livak

Anna Korteweg and Jim Davis

Michelle Kosoy and Andrew 
Burnstein

Jennie Lai and Jason Applebaum

Gill Lefkowitz and Gary Clement

Ruth Leneman and Harvey 
Savage

Rabbi Ed Elkin and Linda Lipsky

Dahlia Lithwick

Lili Little and Mitchel Smith

Lisa Logan

Jill Magen-Lichtblau and Gary 
Lichtblau

Helen and Harry Mahler

Cathy Mallove and Martin 
Geffen

Michael Margaretten

Arlene Mayers

Rachelle Mazin and Mark Hines

Isabella Meltz

Rachel Melzer and Shayne 
Robinson

Leslie Mendelson

Lisa Mendelson and Brian 
Blumenthal

Lynne Morris

Rishona and Moishe Moshinsky

Andrea Most and Alan Ackerman

Lucille and Mickey Narun

Donna and Clifford Orwin

Anna Pace and Barry Pervin

Jeremy Paltiel

Elyse Parker

Patricia Patchet-Golubev

Randee Pavalow

Sylvia and Isaac Peck

Elaine Peritz

Diane Philipp and Rob Muller

Rhona Phillips-Carniol and Ben 
Carniol

Cyril Press

Robert and Cecil Rabinovitch

Anne Rennert Sternthal and Neil 
Sternthal

Yona and Jordan Reznick

Jane Rimmer and Benjy Cohen

Medina Robbins and Glen 
Hoffmann

Brenlee Robinson

Ruth Rohn and Paul Pascal

Howard Rosenberg

Judith Ross

Dara Roth Edney and Peter 
Edney

Sheila Roth

Shirley and Sam Rubenzahl

Leslie Rubin

Barbara Saipe and Terry Salts-
man

Harry Schachter
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YOM KIPPUR APPEAL DONATIONS

Thank you to everyone who donated to our annual Yom Kippur  
Appeal. These funds enable us to support organizations and causes both 

in the GTA and in Israel which exemplify our values as a community. 
We deeply appreciate the generosity of our community.

Soozi Schlanger
Jessica Schwalb
Sharna Searle
Heather Segal
Jodi Segal
Galia Shaked and Paul Milgram
Maureen Shandling and Sheldon Levitt
Michael Shapiro and Cheryl Epstein
Rosalie Shapiro and Steven Leikin
Clara Shapiro-Koss and Joel Shapiro
Naomi and Shmuel Sharir
Sharon Sharir and Andy Smith
Daniel Shiner
Anita Shlien
Marty Shukster
Fay Siahou
Ariel and Ethan Siller
Jackie Silverberg
Caroline Silverman and Jordan Wosnick
Margit and Melvin Silverman
Gene Simon
Wendy Simon
Ilana Singer and Garry Ostrovsky
Enid Slack and Ron Kanter
Tama Soble and Hart Schwartz
Robin Sofer
Leslie and Harvey Starkman
Susan Starkman and Richard Gilbert
Julie Sternberg and Michael Ezri
Mark Sternberg
Nancy and Morris Sternberg
Tamara Sussman and Dror Balshine
Janet Sweatman and Sam Bucovetsky
Helen and Eli Szamosi
Julio Szmuilowicz and Jennifer 
Wagman
Janelle Taylor and Michael Rosenthal
Louise and Gary Tenenbaum
Roz Train
Samantha Traub and David Koffman
Rhonda and Neil Travis
Allison Vanek
Jackie Vanek
Simone Vigod and Daniel Blumberger
Jessica Watkins and Ian Cooper
Nan Weiner and Issie Lyon
Sara Weinrib and Hillel Heinstein
Robert Weinstein
Sue Weinstein and Shaun Singer
Karen Weisman and Arthur Ripstein
Alisa Weyman
David Weyman and Hindy Nosek-Abel-
son
Karen Weyman and Sid Feldman
Michael Weyman
Paul Winestock and Galina Vaisman
Linda and Roy Wise
Brenda Wolpert
Andrea Yermy and Kirk Dale
Joanne Yolles and Lorne Cappe
Tanhum Yoreh and Shoshanna Saxe
Dyanoosh Youssefi
Barbara Zeller and Simon Strauss

Anonymous x 5
Ali Aber and Jeffrey Krusner
Karin and Howard Adelman
Shelley Adler and Paul Cohen
Karen Ages
Lori Albert and Joel Yaphe
Elaine Amsterdam
Donna Assh
Assaf Barak
Marcia Beck and Mischa Levine
T. David and Rhoda Beecher
Rachel and Joseph BenDavid
Phyllis Berck
Eduard Bercovici
Kate and Benjamin Berger
Samantha Berman and Rael Rifkind
Dawn Berney and Christopher Geggie
Jacobo Bibliowicz
Amy Block and Jonathan Zamir
Jodi and Eric Block
Barbara Bock and Eric Letovsky
Liz Bohnen
Susanne Bramon
Irving Brown
Keren Brown and Jonathan Ohayon
Mitchell Brown and Susan Glazer 
Brown
Rebecca Brown and Marc Haberer
Lisa Brownstone and Richard Macklin
Marni and Mel Cappe
Mary and Evan Castel
Alana and Daniel Charles
Hayyah Clairman and Oren Fishkin
Holli-Ellen Clairman
Rebecca Colman and Adam Liederman
Sarah Colman and Jared Peck
Robyn Croll
Cindy Cross
Beverley Davis
Mitch Davis
Elisha Denburg
Samuel Diamantstein
Miriam Diamond
Miriam D Diamond
Francine Dick
Lynn and Isaac Dwosh
Leo Elias
Frances Enchin
Samara Enchin and Jacob Sadikman
Elizabeth Ennis
Michal Erel-Stroyman
Julie Fass
Karen and Anthony Feinstein
Pippa Feinstein
Benjamin Feldman
Hannah Feldman
Andrew Finkelstein
Rona and Usher Fleising
Gideon Forman
Jeffrey Frank
Micky Fraterman
Ellen Friedland and Arthur Vanek
Benita and Gary Friedlander
Dorothy Garfinkel
Esther and Benjamin Geva

Joan Glick Gold
Elaine Gold
Jennifer Gold and Nathan Perlis
Linda and Norman Gold
Anne Golden
Karen Golden
Danielle Goldfarb and Howard 
Buckstein
Ilene Golvin and Philip Mass
Margo and Daniel Gordon
Rachel Gottesman
Dana Granofsky
Debbie Greenberg
Anna and Jack Greenblatt
Deborah Harris
Tammi Hawa
Debbie and Gordon Haworth
Harry Hazan
Andrea Heckler Aboodi and Guy 
Aboodi
Linda Hershkovitz and Marvin 
Zuchowski
Jennifer and Alan Hoffmann
Susan Hoffmann
Janet Horowitz
Paula Hurwitz and Jeff Trossman
Difat Jakubovicz and Avi Schonbach
Robert Joffe
Ruth and Ivan Joffe
Joan Judge-Fogel and Josh Fogel
Aura and Manfred Kagan
Carla and Greg Karpel
Benjamin Katchen
Rebecca Katzin and Matthew Levy
Suzanne Keppler
Michelle and Ian Klaiman
Gail Klein and Michael Benovich
Sophie Kohn Kaminsky and Laizer 
Kaminsky
Mona Kornberg
Anna Korteweg and Jim Davis
Michelle Kosoy and Andrew Burnstein
Dmitry Krass
Maire Kushner
Arlene Kushnir
Sarah Lambert and Scott Greene
Carla Lancit and Jesse Guberman
Cynthia Lazar and Marvin Kurz
Sarah Lazarovic and Benjamin Errett
Gill Lefkowitz and Gary Clement
Ruth Leneman and Harvey Savage
Rosemary Li-Houpt and Simon Houpt
Melissa Light
Rabbi Ed Elkin and Linda Lipsky
Dahlia Lithwick
Sandy and Lawrence Lofchick
Lisa Logan
Audrey Macklin
Frances Macklin
Jill Magen-Lichtblau and Gary 
Lichtblau
Isabel and Mendl Malkin
Cathy Mallove and Martin Geffen
Elaine Marans
Michael Margaretten

Dorothy Markiewicz and Jack Light-
stone
Ruth Masliyah and Michael Murray
Ann Masterson
Anne Matlow Bohnen and John Bohnen
Rachelle Mazin and Mark Hines
Shelley McMain and Monty Laskin
Rachel Melzer and Shayne Robinson
Eric Mendelsohn
Leslie Mendelson
Lisa Mendelson and Brian Blumenthal
Naomi Midanik and Michael Tencer
Lisa and Daniel Milgram
Michael Miloff
Elaine and Sam Minsky
Michelle Moldofsky
Lynne Morris
Andrea Most and Alan Ackerman
Susan and Sydney Muskat
Laraine and Neil Naft
Lucille and Mickey Narun
Sharon Naymark and Marc Rose
Sarah Olver and Benjamin Rosen
Julia and Aaron Orkin
Donna and Clifford Orwin
Anna Pace and Barry Pervin
Jeremy Paltiel
Patricia Patchet-Golubev
Randee Pavalow
Rhoda Payne
Sylvia and Isaac Peck
Smadar Peretz
Elaine Peritz
Shaya Petroff
Diane Philipp and Rob Muller
Rhona Phillips-Carniol and Ben 
Carniol
Erin Pleet
Stephen Plotkin
Sheldon and Penny Pollack
Cyril Press
Lorne and Miriam Propas
Robyn and Jonathan Ptak
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
Robert and Cecil Rabinovitch
Ayala Radcliffe
Anne Rennert Sternthal and Neil 
Sternthal
Perla and Ron Riesenbach
Medina Robbins and Glen Hoffmann
Brenlee Robinson
Ruth Rohn and Paul Pascal
Ellen Roseman and Edward Trapunski
Howard Rosenberg
Judith Ross
Sheila Roth
Shirley and Sam Rubenzahl
Benjamin Rubin
Leslie Rubin
Adele Sacks
Barbara Saipe and Terry Saltsman
Robert Savan
Harry Schachter
Yael Schacter and Gregory Beiles
Leora Schaefer and David Moscovitch
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IN MEMORY OF JACOB 
ZEIGEL Z”L
By Ben Geva

IN MEMORIAM

Jacob Zeigel was born in Altona, near Hamburg in 
Germany on October 6, 1927 and passed away at 96 in 
Toronto on Wednesday December 13, 2023. Both of his 
parents perished in the Holocaust. 

Having escaped Nazi Germany on the Kindertransport 
he grew up in England where he studied law. As a bar-
rister, being a man of principle, he challenged a judge in 
an open court to step down for a conflict of interests, fol-
lowing which he left England to join his brother in New 
York. Fortunately for Canada, the United States did not 
recognize his law degree, so Jacob ventured and launched 
in Canada a remarkable career in law, to become a na-
tionally and internationally renowned guru of the law of 
commercial and consumer transactions. 

Once in Canada, he taught law at various universities be-
fore joining in 1975 the University of Toronto Faculty of 
Law where he taught until he was compulsorily retired in 
1993. He nevertheless carried on researching and writing 
until 2013. Widely recognized as the dean of commercial 
and consumer law in Canada, Jacob was the convenor of 
the Annual Workshop of Commercial and Consumer Law 
for over 40 years and the Editor-in-Chief of the Canadian 
Business Law Journal for 35 years. Appropriately, he was 
awarded the first Jacob Ziegel Medal for his lifetime de-
velopment of commercial law in Canada. His outstanding 
international reputation led to his being a life member of 
the American Law Institute and a founding member of 
the International Academy of Commercial and Consumer 
Law. Jacob wrote numerous important reports, articles, 
and books.

He was committed to law reform and the rationalization 
of rules of laws premised on certainty, reason, fairness, and 
maximum societal benefits. Jacob was an active member 
of the Personal Property Security Law Committee of the 
Canadian Bar Association – Ontario Section and was 
also known for his advocacy for formal, transparent pro-
cesses in the choice of judges, especially for the Supreme 
Court of Canada. In the words of other law professors, 
Jacob was an outstanding and lively scholar, a warm and 
wonderful colleague, and a devoted friend.

His professional impact has been immense. But for me 
Jacob was not only a mentor, colleague and co-author 
-- but also a close personal friend. I encountered his 
name and admired his work way before I met him while 
I did my graduate work in the US. Once I was appoint-
ed to Osgoode it was my honour to realize that in fact 
I was supposed to fill the vacuum created by his earli-
er departure to the University of Toronto. On arrival to 
Toronto in summer 1977, I immediately contacted him. 
To my astonishment he and his wife at the time, the late 
Adrienne Folb, opened their home to me, my wife Esther 
and two very young daughters Anat and Dorit. In no 
time our friendship flourished, no less than our profes-
sional collaboration.

Jacob was a hard worker, a perfectionist and very demand-
ing. He expected a reciprocation of these qualities from 
his collaborators. And yet he was also warm and inspir-
ing. It was a great honour to work with him and a privi-
lege to be his personal friend not to mention to have him 
as a friend of the family. 

Jacob was a committed liberal Jew, well connected to 
Jewish culture and religion. He came from a cantorial 
family, until he succumbed to illness in 2013, Jacob was 
an active member of the First Narayever Congregation. 
Personally I was delighted to see him sharing my own vi-
sion of pluralistic Judaism and of Israel as a liberal Jewish 
state. 

Rest in Peace Jacob. May your memory be blessed.
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