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UPCOMING EVENTS

Sept 8 Selihot
Sept 8 Shabbat morning youth 

programming begins 
Sept 10 Evening with the Arava Institute
Sept 15 Post-kiddush talk with Rabbi Elkin
Sept 16, 17 & 18 Rosh Hashana Services
Sept 17 Tashlikh
Sept 20 Workshop on “God Questions” 

with Jinks Hoffmann
Sept 22 Post-kiddush talk on Re-imagining 

Matan Torah with Michal Er-el
Sept 23 World’s Smallest Jewish Fiction 

Book Club begins
Sept 25 & 26 Yom Kippur Services

Sept 27 Help build the Sukkah
Sept 30 Sukkot Art Studio followed by 

hanging decorations in the Sukkah
Oct 1 & 2 Sukkot services
Oct 4 Lecture – “Well-Grounded: The 

Unexpected Benefits of Being
Close to Nature”

Oct 7 Sukkot (Hoshana Rabba services)
Oct 7 Annual visit to Everdale Farm
Oct 8 Shemini Atzeret Services, with Yizkor
Oct 8 & 9 Simchat Torah Services
Oct 14 Walk in the Urban Forest with 

Brenlee Robinson
Oct 20 Liturgy Class with Rabbi Michal Shekel
Oct 27 Post-kiddush talk on the Fight for Soviet 

Jewry with Ann Komaromi



These changes deal with human lives and emotions and 

our relationships with one another. It is comforting to 

know that at this time of year, the Yamim Noraim, when 

we hear the same words, take part in the same rituals that 

we have participated in so many times in the past, that our 

Narayever community and our physical home will be there 

when we feel the need for permanence in our lives. 

One year ago I wrote that the Food 

Committee was about to implement a 

sustainable food policy. I mentioned that we 

would be delving more deeply into the 

implications of a building extension and that 

we would review security for the shul. The 

food initiative has started and we are 

monitoring its progress and the changes it 

has brought. With regard to the building 

expansion, change is not so obvious. We 

have acquired a lot of information about 

fundraising and the many considerations 

needed before a major building project is 

undertaken. In both cases, decisions have yet to be made. 

With respect to security, we now have 24-hour fire 

monitoring; other changes will have to wait until decisions 

are made on our building. Sometimes change occurs 

painfully slowly but change happens, nevertheless.

Our Narayever Board is changing too. I would like to 

welcome the new members who have joined us. Our new 

Treasurer is David Weyman. Chairing the Social Action 

portfolio is Shayne Robinson. Heading the Youth 

committee are husband and wife Scott Greene and Sarah 

Lambert. Andrea Most will join our current Food chair 

Ellen Friedland as co-chair. We wish our new Board 

volunteers well and we are all looking forward to working 

with them in the coming year.

On behalf of the entire Narayever Board, I greet everyone 

with these familiar and unchanging words, L’shana tova 

tikateivu,

Joel Edelson

These words, partially encompassing a large clock, greet 

people on arriving at an old bridge spanning the Don River 

on Queen Street just west of Broadview Ave. It is a 

permanent art installation entitled “A Meditation on 

Time”. Although it may be open to other 

interpretations, in my mind I believe the 

artist is trying to say that, although the 

river may always look the same, it really is 

a different river because the water, 

inexorably passing by, has changed virtually 

the instant he has stepped in.  It can be a 

way of looking at the world and ourselves 

in it. 

I have re-read my President's message 

from a year ago. Last year I wrote about 

the massacre of Syrians by their 

government, the thousands who were 

dying of starvation in Somalia, and 

countries in Europe which were on the verge of financial 

collapse. Reading today's headlines, it seems that some 

things change very slowly, or not at all. 

In a summertime reverie I have been looking back at the 

completion of my first year as Narayever's President and 

contemplating the second year of my two-year term. I am 

thinking whether we, as a community, have made any 

progress over the last year. Has anything changed? On the 

surface, everything looks the same. The services on Friday 

nights, Shabbat and Sunday mornings still go on. Many of 

the same people attend those services. The Board still 

meets and its committees are still active. To the casual 

observer the shul is the same. Nothing has changed. Can 

we imagine our building and the rituals that occur within it 

as the river bed upon which we all stand and can count on 

when we need it? Then can we imagine our members and 

their life cycle events as the water that constantly flows?

I have attended changes which are part of the circle of life. 

I have attended aufrufs, weddings, baby namings, bar and 

bat mitzvahs, funerals and shivas and the list goes on. 

These can be sudden and foundational changes in one's 

life and those around us. 

NARAYEVER NEWS

2 SEPTEMBER and OCTOBER  2012       ELUL 5772, TISHREI, HESHVAN  5773

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

president@narayever.ca

A Meditation on Time and Change
This river I step in is not the river I stand in.



traumatic experience that scarred them psychologically, 

might that fact excuse their behaviour?

Our ancestors may not have been able to conceive of the 

way in which chemicals in our brain can affect our 

behaviour. But they well knew that sometimes there are 

reasons that can help explain why people do what they do. 

The phrase that best captures the rabbis' recognition of 

this fact is yetzer ha-ra, the “evil inclination”. 

Every human being has such an inclination, 

and sometimes as a result we do the wrong 

thing. 

But for the rabbis, the yetzer ha-ra never 

meant that we are excused. It does not 

affect our culpability at all. Our job is to 

master our inclination to do evil, and when 

we fail to master it, we sin. The 

responsibility is still ours.

The human capacity to rationalize or justify 

our actions is limitless. In case we were running out, 

neuroscience is giving us yet more tools to evade 

responsibility. One of the things that religion can do in our 

lives is remind us that no matter what's going on in our 

brains, or how our parents raised us, or how strong our 

yetzer ha-ra is, at the end of the day none of it frees us 

from blame. We know that some of us are dealt stronger 

hands in life, and some weaker ones, and that's not fair. 

But we still make our choices. That is the fundamental 

message of the Jewish tradition at this time of year. We 

are blessed to have inherited a tradition that accepts that 

we will sometimes make bad choices, and helps us find a 

way back.

My heart goes out to the Colorado victims and their 

families. I don't know what we'll ultimately learn about the 

killer, or what his appropriate punishment should be. He 

may be sick, but I don't believe he is a monster. I believe 

he is a human being, as we are.

I hope and pray that 5773 is a year in which there are no 

more innocent victims of senseless violence, and one in 

which all of us learn to take greater responsibility for our 

actions.

L’shana tova tikateivu,

Rabbi Ed Elkin
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Dear Friends,

I write in the aftermath of the horrific shooting at the 

movie theatre in Colorado. When we hear about such 

events, it is natural for us to wonder what could make a 

human being do such a thing. While I have no idea what 

will be determined in this particular case, I wouldn't be 

surprised if in the end the conclusion is reached that the 

killer suffered from some sort of chemical 

imbalance in his brain that affected his 

behaviour. The vexing question then will be 

how we relate this physical abnormality to 

his responsibility for the murders he 

committed.

The more scientists discover about the 

workings of our brain, the more such 

questions will arise.

Our Jewish tradition long ago determined 

that the turning of the new year should be 

a time of reflection on our deeds over the previous year 

and where appropriate, a time to undergo a process of 

repentance for those times when we did not live up to our 

highest standards.

None of us is a mass killer. It is easy for us to say that what 

the Colorado shooter did has nothing to do with us. Same 

for the Scarborough and Eaton Centre killers, and for Syrian 

president Assad. These are people who have committed 

heinous crimes, and we have not.

But we have sinned, all of us. And on another level, as 

science continues to progress and unravel the factors that 

affect our behaviour, it may become possible to 

scientifically explain not only why killers do what they do, 

but also why some people cheat on their taxes, and others 

cheat on their spouses, and others plagiarize papers, and 

others engage in gossip, and others download songs and 

movies that we're supposed to pay for, and others don't 

contribute their fair share to the synagogue or engage in 

serious Jewish learning, and others don't exercise regularly 

or eat healthfully or save for retirement. These sins come a 

lot closer to home. What if chemical neurotransmitters are 

discovered that are associated with these sins? Can we 

really be held responsible if our brains made us do it?

And how do we factor in pieces of the puzzle that are not 

physical, but psychological? If someone went through a 
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HIGH HOLY DAYS 5773

HIGH HOLY DAY SERVICES

CHANTING IN SACRED COMMUNITY

ADULT LEARNING SESSIONS

YOUTH SERVICES

ggg

ggg

ggg

ggg

ggg

ggg

ggg

Rosh Hashana this year starts Sunday night, Sept. 16, and 

Yom Kippur starts Tuesday night, Sept. 25.  Once again, we 

will have services at the shul and at the Miles Nadal JCC, 

led by Rabbi Elkin and Rabbi David Weiss respectively.  All 

children's programming, including babysitting during all 

services, will take place at the MNjcc.  Space at the shul is 

limited and booked on a first come, first served basis.  If 

you renew your membership at the Narayever sooner 

rather than later, you can make sure to get a seat at the 

location of your choice.

Chanting is a way of tuning of the soul in preparation for 

the High Holy Days. We will sit in song and silence as a 

spiritual ablution, to open our portals to the divine. This 

program starts at 9 am each day of Rosh Hashana and 

Yom Kippur in the chapel at the MNjcc, to enable us to 

prepare spiritually, mentally, and emotionally for the 

challenging labours of the day.  Participants are asked to 

come on time, as we can build more energy when we 

share the whole experience in sacred community.  The 

program is led by Alon Nashman, an actor and creator of 

theatre and student of Rabbi Shefa Gold and Reb Zalman 

Schachter-Shalomi.

Returning after their successful launch last year are our 

adult learning sessions in the MNjcc chapel at 10 am each 

day of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur.  Led this year by 

Sarah Margles, a teacher and facilitator who studied at 

The Pardes Institute in Jerusalem and earned her Master’s 

Degree at Hebrew U, these sessions will help you to 

understand the High Holy Day liturgy at a deeper level.

Once again we will be holding youth services at the MNjcc 

at 10 am each day of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur.  

Services for the younger set (infant to grade 2, and their 

parents) will be led by our Shabbat B’yachad team, who 

NEW THIS YEAR!

hold participatory Shabbat services at the shul every 

second week through the year; for the older kids (grade 2-

7), we are pleased to welcome back Sarah Brodbar-

Nemzer, a popular children’s educator. Our teen-led youth 

programs for various ages will run on each of the three 

days from 10:45 or 11 am. Details will be included with 

your tickets.

Tashlikh is a ceremony which traditionally takes place on 

the afternoon of the first day of Rosh Hashana. It consists 

of casting bread crumbs into water, symbolically casting 

away our sins of the previous year. We will meet next to 

the entrance to the St. Clair West subway station on Heath 

Street at 4 pm on Monday September 17 and we will walk 

together down into the ravine for Tashlikh. All are 

welcome. BYOB (Bring your own bread!).

Do you have space at your Rosh Hashana dinner or lunch 

table or your Yom Kippur break-fast?  Or would you like to 

join someone who does?  Either way, our meal matching 

program is a great way to get to know some of your fellow 

Narayeverniks at this season of spiritual renewal.  If you’re 

interested in being a host, contact Alexa at 416.941.5883 

or alexa.sulzenko@gmail.com with your address, the 

meals you’d like to share and how many spots you have 

available, and the level of kashrut you expect to have at 

the meals.  If you're interested in being a guest, contact 

Alexa with the meals you’re interested in joining, the 

locations you’d be prepared to go to, any food allergies or 

sensitivities that you may have, and the level of kashrut 

you’d be willing to accept.

Elul is devoted to preparation for the Yamim Noraim. As 

the month draws to a close, we recite special Selihot 

(penitential) prayers. Rabbi Elkin will conduct a shiur 

(study session) on themes and traditional texts related to 

repentance. Selihot takes place on Saturday night, Sept. 8 

from 10 pm till about midnight. The program will include 

Havdalah, study session, discussion, refreshments, and 

Selihot services. 

ggg

ggg

ggg

ffff

TASHLIKH

HIGH HOLY DAY MEAL MATCHING

SATURDAY SEPT. 8       SELIHOT 10 - MIDNIGHT
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On Thursday, Sept. 20, from 7 to 9 pm at the shul, we will 

reflect on what spirituality means to each of us in a series 

of gentle, contemplative experiences. We will explore our 

own thoughts and feelings by writing, and share our 

experiences in dyads and in the larger group.

Please pre-register with the office: admin@narayever.ca. 

Jinks Hoffman is a psychotherapist and spiritual director in 

private practice in Toronto. Her own spiritual practice, 

evolving as directed by her relationship with the divine, is 

perhaps the most important grounding truth in her life.

SHABBAT SEPT. 15       POST KIDDUSH TALK 

SEPT. 20 WORKSHOP       RABBI ED’S 

ffff

ggg

OUR FATHER OUR KING, TWO KEY METAPHORS            

FOR GOD IN THE HIGH HOLY DAY LITURGY

Join Rabbi Elkin for an examination of the Avinu Malkenu 

prayer which has such an important place in the liturgy of 

the High Holy Days. What is the history of this prayer? 

What are the theological implications of associating God 

with these human terms? How can we apply the message 

of this prayer in an egalitarian context? Join us at 1:30 for 

this shiur in preparation for the Yamim Noraim.

In July’s Narayever News, Rabbi Ed suggested that the High 

Holy Days, spiritually and communally the most powerful 

days of the year, have the potential to deepen our 

relationship with God. He invites us to ask ourselves: 

This workshop, facilitated by Jinks Hoffman, is intended to 

help us prepare spiritually for the High Holy Days. There 

are many different ways to live a spiritual life. As each 

person has a completely unique finger-print, as we are all 

created b’tzelem Elohim, (in the image of God,) so do we 

have a “soul-print” that can only be lived and expressed in 

a completely singular manner. Can we learn more how to 

become the man or woman God created us to be?

We will ask ourselves Rabbi Ed’s questions and some 

others, included among which may be:

When do I feel close to God?

When do I feel distant from God?  

If God were taking questions, what would I ask?

How much responsibility do you take for your 

relationship with the divine? 

How do you experience God connecting with you? 

How do you experience life's sacredness? 

How do you manage life's challenges?

In these Days of Awe how can we feel more gratitude 

for our lives and continue to take more responsibility 

for living in sacred relationship to one another 

and the earth?

How do we care for ourselves spiritually? 

gg

ggg

ggg

ggg

FOOD DRIVE

YOM KIPPUR SHIURIM

Most of us have the luxury of fasting 

by choice on Yom Kippur.  But not 

everyone knows what it’s like to 

have food in the cupboard and 

fridge every day.  Please help out by 

picking up an empty bag at the shul 

or MNjcc on Rosh Hashana and 

returning it to either venue full of 

non-perishable food items on Erev 

Yom Kippur.

On Yom Kippur afternoon, Wednesday September 26 at 

3:45 pm, Rabbi Elkin will offer a study session on the 

language of abject humility which appears in the Neilah 

service at the shul (187 Brunswick). U-motar ha-adam min 

ha-beheimah ayin “Human beings have nothing over the 

beasts, for all is vanity.” Is this really the Jewish position, 

and what does it have to do with the wider context of Yom 

Kippur? Why insert it in Neilah, at the end of this arduous 

day of fasting and repentance? All ticketholders are 

welcome to come to the shul during the break to 

participate in this shiur.

A shiur led by Rabbi David Weiss at the MNJCC, between 

Minha and Maariv, is also open to all ticketholders.  Rabbi 

Weiss will lead us into the “Guide to the Perplexed”, 

Maimonides’ controversial masterpiece of philosophy, as 

part of his annual series.

“GOD QUESTIONS” AND MORE

HIGH HOLY DAYS 5773

NARAYEVER NEWS
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and the day before Yom Kippur.  There are machzorim and 

other materials to go on the chairs, there are signs to be 

put up around the building, there's no-rip toilet paper to 

be put out, and there are Torahs to be transported from 

one building to the other.  If you can spare an hour or two 

for some light manual labour, we’d love to have your help!

If you’re interested in any of the above, please contact the 

shul at admin@narayever.ca or 416.927.0546, or me, and 

we’ll set you up.  Why not start the new year with a 

mitzvah? 

Kivi Shapiro

Immediately after the High Holy Days, come to shul to get 

ready for Sukkot! The Talmud tells us we might hang 

“hand-made carpets and tapestries, nuts, almonds, 

peaches, pomegranates, branches of grapes, 

vines…wreathes of corn ear” (Betzah 30b). Creative minds 

and willing hands at the Narayever always find 

wonderful ways to interpret the directive to 

beautify the Sukkah. 

Help build the Sukkah on Thursday Sept. 27, time 

to be announced in the Narayever Net. Please 

contact Gary Lichtblau at building@narayever.ca  if you 

want to help and need more information. Then, on Sunday 

Sept. 30 help at the Sukkot Art Studio between 11 am and 

2 pm. At 2 pm, help hang decorations for the first night of 

Sukkot which begins that evening. This is a great drop-in 

activity for adults, kids, and all who want to help with the 

mitzvah of Hidur, or Beautification.

You are encouraged to purchase lulav/etrog sets from a 

Judaica store in town and bring them to Sukkot services 

(not on Shabbat). You are also encouraged to build your 

own sukkah. Rabbi Elkin can help you if you have 

questions about how to do that. 

The schedule for Sukkot services is on the calendar grid. 

On Oct. 1 and 2, shake your lulav and enjoy our delicious 

Sukkot kiddush, featuring local and organic produce to 

celebrate the season. Donate to support the Sukkot 

Kiddush through the shul office, admin@narayever.ca.

ggggg

SUKKOT, HOSHANA RABBA, 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
ggg

The High Holy Days are a big deal in a lot of ways, and one 

of those ways is the number of volunteer opportunities 

they offer.  If you’re able to help out with any of these 

tasks, we’d love to have your assistance.

1.  Youth programming and family services

The Narayever’s youth programming—from babysitting 

through to teen events, and now including family 

services—is very important to us.  And we are thrilled to 

consistently have strong leadership and terrific volunteers, 

both among the youth and their grown-up helpers.  Would 

you like to be a grown-up helper this year?  You don't have 

to be a parent; you just have to enjoy spending time with 

kids.

2.  Ushering

Are you good at helping people get where they need to 

go?  Sign up for a one-hour shift as an usher!  You get to 

stand at the door to the sanctuary and help people find 

seats or washrooms or page numbers, and answer any 

other questions that may come up.  Added bonus: if you 

sign up at the MNjcc, we'll tell you the secret of how to 

direct people to seats at just the right temperature.

3.  Page number flipping

If you were at the MNjcc the last couple of years, you’ll 

have noticed the excellent new page number sign 

introduced by our Accessibility Committee.  We need 

people to flip the numbers, to keep the congregation on 

track.  Do you want to be Vanna White for an hour or two?  

(Don’t know who Vanna White is? You can still do it!)

4.  Sticking labels

Last year we picked up a lot of new machzors from 

another shul, because we were starting to run low. These  

new machzors need to have stickers attached to the inside 

covers containing the Prayer for Israel and the Prayer for 

Canada, and we can only do this during the day on the 

Sunday preceding Rosh Hashana (Sept. 16).  If you’re 

available that day even for half an hour, come on out and 

join the sticker brigade!  Many hands make light work.

5. Setting up for services

We’ve convinced the JCC to set out our chairs for us, but 

we still have lots to do on the day before Rosh Hashana, 

hhd@narayever.ca

NARAYEVER NEWS
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SHEMINI ATZERET and SIMHAT TORAH



Hoshana Rabba falls on Sunday Oct. 7. We will observe this 

holiday at our Sunday minyan; please join us for this 

special observance at 9 am. In keeping with a tradition 

from the days of the Temple, we will circle the shul seven 

times and then beat willow branches. The rabbis 

considered Hoshana Rabba to be the final day of 

judgement; even after Yom Kippur, one’s judgement can 

still be changed until Hoshana Rabba. The day also 

functions as a winding down of Sukkot. 

Shemini Atzeret, with yizkor, will be observed on Monday 

Oct. 8 beginning at 9 am. Simchat Torah begins that night 

at 7:30 and continues the next morning (Oct. 9); we will 

rejoice in the renewal of the Torah cycle with dancing, 

Hakafot, singing, Torah flags and apples. This is a special 

time to make our joy heard!

The Celebrations Committee is a great place to begin or 

continue contributing to the Narayever community. We 

welcome new members so if you are interested in helping 

for the fall celebrations or later events (e.g. Hannukah, Tu 

B’Shvat, etc.), please be in touch!

Ann Komaromi
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FOOD

The Narayever Everdale CSA (Community Supported 

Agriculture) Program is booming once again!  Now in our 

sixth season, we are once again fully subscribed with more 

than 130 households participating.  Every week, members 

receive generous shares of the local harvest; we also 

donate a significant portion of the harvest to those in need 

via The Stop and the Wellington Food Bank.  The 

unpredictable weather means that the harvest looks a bit 

different this year – an abundance of heat-loving 

vegetables like cucumbers, peppers, eggplants, zucchini 

and tomatoes but fewer of those hearty greens and 

cruciferous varieties which prefer cooler nights.  

We saw lots of gorgeous berries this summer, but fewer 

peaches and apricots due to the early heat in March 

followed by a cold snap (the trees were utterly confused!).  

Thankfully, we have been reassured by our farmers that 

our members can look forward to a bountiful fall harvest 

in September and October, with everything we need for 

holiday feasts including farm fresh eggs, local honey and 

apples, local organic flours from CIPM for challah, as well 

as a huge variety of vegetables and herbs including the 

leeks, string beans, beets, and squashes central to 

traditional Rosh Hashanah and Sukkot meals.  

As in past years, we hope to make apples and honey 

available to all shul members via the CSA in the week 

before Rosh Hashanah.  The Food Committee will be 

working with Celebrations once again on our wonderful 

annual Sukkot harvest lunch, prepared (almost) exclusively 

from CSA produce.  All shul members are invited to 

participate in our annual visit to Everdale Farm, this year 

taking place on Sunday, October 7th.  Join us as we 

construct a temporary sukkah at the farm, share a potluck 

lunch, and enjoy special learning sessions for Hoshana 

Rabba. Please consider joining us for these family events.

For more information about these and other Food 

Committee events, check the weekly Narayever Net or 

contact us.

Ellen Friedland and Andrea Most

 

SHUL MATTERS

Pazit Cahlon

Daniel Cappe

Francine Dick

Brian Finch

Zal Petrowich

Leon Rubinstein

Zoe Silverberg

Devin Slater

Harvey Spiegel

Lesley Turner

Jaclyn Vanek

We warmly welcome 
to our community 

these new members
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celebrations@narayever.ca

food@narayever.ca 
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The Social Action Committee promotes volunteerism and 

activism to help improve our community and our world. 

For those challenges that we cannot improve with our 

own hands, we raise funds to support others in their work.  

In particular, we support organizations filling the needs of 

the downtown Jewish core and building an Israel 

consistent with Narayever’s values.  

We have two wonderful opportunities for you to come out 

and support dedicated volunteers in two nursing homes 

who are connecting residents to our downtown 

community and Jewish practice. 

The Castleview-Wychwood Towers is located at 351 

Christie Street, North of Dupont St. High Holy Day services 

will be Sept. 18th and 26th, 2:15 – 3:45 pm. Since CWT is 

re-starting our High Holy Day services, we have no ‘regular 

volunteers’. We need a shofar blower and a few helpful 

hands to ensure our services are meaningful and smooth.

On Sept. 30 at 2:30 pm, you can help decorate our Sukkah. 

On Oct.  5 from 4:30-6 pm come for Shabbat Sukkot. One-

on-one visits can be arranged at other times. Join us in 

sustaining community for 10-15 Jewish residents. Get in 

touch with Lori and Ernie Gershon who coordinate the 

Narayever's activities at CWT. You can contact them at 

lori.gershon@capco.ca.

Kensington Gardens Nursing Home is located at 25 

Brunswick Avenue, just north of College.  We have regular 

Shabbat services for the residents there as well as services 

for the holy days. This year, High Holy Day services will be 

Sept. 18th and 26th, 11 am-noon. 

Our ongoing services are now on the 2nd and 4th Shabbat 

of most months. We run a short, haymishe service with   

8-10 Jewish residents as well as fellow Narayeverniks, from 

11 am – noon in the chapel of the south building. If you 

want to participate in this mitzvah, please contact Janis 

Rubenzahl at jan.r@rogers.com.

The Yom Kippur Fund and  are our largest fund 

and food raising events. Thanks to your generosity last 

year, together we’ve supported programs in Canada and in 

Israel with more than $80,000 of tzedakah. We've fed the 

hungry, and we’ve helped avert hunger. We’ve supported 

the development of an online ecological footprint 

calculator for schools, and supported a student led 

environmental leadership training program. And we've 

done more. 

 Food Drive

SOCIAL ACTION
Evening with the Arava Institute

On Sept. 10, at 7:30 at the shul, the Social Action 

Committee will sponsor an evening with Tareq Abu Hamed 

and David Lehrer from the Arava Institute for 

Environmental Studies,  one of the Israeli organizations 

which benefits from our Yom Kippur appeal. Tareq will 

speak about hiswork at the Centre for Renewable Energy 

and Energy Conservation where he is the director, and 

David will speakmore generally about the work of the 

Arava Institute. This is a great opportunity to learn more 

about this dynamic organization and the partnerships it is 

developing with York and Ben Gurion Universities, and 

theWeizmann Institute, to name only some of their 

partners. Time and location will appear in the Narayever 

Net. 

These are our shared mitzvot.

Whether it’s through our programs, on our committee, or 

on your own, in whatever way you do it, on behalf of the 

Board and the community, thank you for contributing to 

Tikkun Olam.

Shayne Robinson
socialaction@narayever.ca
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The FNC goes to Israel!

Interested in going to Israel? The rabbi is leading a 10 day 

trip to Israel leaving December 23, 2012. There are still a 

few spaces left for individuals or families. For details on 

itinerary and pricing, please contact the rabbi.

Shinshinim (Israel Emissaries)

Our new shinshinim, Re’em and Adi, arrived on Aug. 21 

and will be introduced at the shul on Sept. 8. Since they 

got here, they have been working hard to get to know us 

and our partners in the Makom program, the Paul Penna 

Downtown Jewish Day School and the Downtown Jewish 

Community School. They’ll be participating in Shabbat and 

High Holy Day services as well as working with the Bar/Bat 

Mitzvah class,  and will soon resume activities with the 

Chalutzim youth group.

Please introduce yourselves to these charming young 

people when you see them at shul, at Kiddush, or at any of 

the other activities in which they will participate.

fff
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Wider Community

During 2012/2013, our committee hopes to continue 

participating in events with the Canadian Association of 

Jews and Muslims, building trust and lasting relationships 

between our communities.

Our active involvement with of the Downtown Jewish 

Community Council is beneficial for our shul community 

and the community at large. Membership in the Council 

keeps on growing. To help build the Council’s profile in our 

community, it is holding a Downtown Jewish School and 

Youth fair in which the Narayever is planning to 

participate. Stay tuned to the Narayever Net for more 

information.

We welcome new members to our committee. Help our 

new Shinshinim organize their Israel-focused programmes.  

Or share your ideas to reach out to the wider community. 

Micky Fraterman

We are pleased to announce three events sponsored by 

the Adult Education Committee.

Following a thought-provoking session at this year’s Tikkun 

Leyl Shavuot, we are offering a similar session at the 

Narayever. The poem “My Father Was God” by Yehuda 

Amichai portrays Matan Torah (giving of the Torah) very 

differently from the Biblical account, providing an 

opportunity to reflect on commandments, commitment 

and parenthood. We will contrast this poem by one of 

Israel's most important poets with the Sh'mot (Exodus) 

narrative and attempt to understand the ways in which 

these Biblical and secular texts intersect and interact. 

Knowledge of Hebrew is appreciated but not required 

Michal Er-el, a member of the Narayever, will facilitate the 

discussion of this Hebrew poem highlighting the insights 

we may take from it on family relationships and dynamics.

Michal has a B.Ed in Special Education from Israel and a 

Master’s in Social Work from York University. While serving 

on the Narayever's Adult Education Committee, Michal has 

led programs on literature, film and culture.

Join us to learn about the connection between our health, 

our green environment (that’s the G in Vitamin G!), and 

Jewish sources. This year-long series comprises various 

components for different audiences in our community 

including educational programming for adults and teens, 

as well as family activities centred on experiencing and 

improving our urban forest.  It is a joint initiative of several 

shul committees.

Our series begins in October during Sukkot, continues in 

the winter months around Tu B’Shvat, and finishes in the 

spring. Below you will find more on the fall programs; stay 

tuned to future newsletters and the Narayever Net for 

details on later components. 

The fall segment of our program has two parts, both of 

which will be led by shul member Brenlee Robinson. 

Brenlee, who has a Master of Arts in Teaching and a 

Master of Forest Conservation, has spent many years as an 

activist on behalf of Toronto's urban forest. You are 

welcome to attend one or both of the fall programs.

Our first offering is at 7:30 pm on Thursday October 4th, 

(location TBA in Narayever net) when we will present 

“Well-Grounded: The Unexpected Benefits of Being Close 

to Nature. The lecture will explore how we can reduce 

stress in our lives and our communities by taking more 

advantage of the urban forest with which Toronto is 

blessed, and make connections as well to Jewish sources 

on this theme. Find out how the traditions of Sukkot 

contribute to building up our personal stores of Vitamin G. 

You’ll be astounded at how our health and personal lives 

are affected by what's outside our doors and our windows. 

You'll learn how and why different outdoor environments 

affect us differently, and get practical advice on how to 

increase the green component in your own surroundings 

and how to engage with the existing greenery in our 

downtown community. 

ADULT EDUCATION

RE-IMAGINING MATAN TORAH
POST-KIDDUSH, SEPTEMBER 22

VITAMIN G, NOT AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE: 

A SERIES EXPLORING OUR RELATIONSHIP 

WITH THE URBAN FOREST
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Ricki and Steven Sharpe, on the marriage of their 
daughter Emily to Michael New

Ruth Masliyah and Michael Murray, on their 
marriage

Rhona Phillips and Ben Carniol, on the marriage 
of their daughter Naomi to Brian Gabor

Rebecca Smollett and Dave Ley, on the birth of 
their daughter Yohanna

Howard Bogomolny and Cheryl Wetstein, on the 
birth of their granddaughter Hannah Pearl

Ron Medoff, on the marriage of his son Elliot to 
Lauren Bondar

Trevor Hart and Zal Petrowich, on their marriage

Hilla Kirmayer and Devin Slater, on their 
marriage

Lorne Propas, on the birth of his grandson 
Spencer Kruger-Propas 

Mazel Tov to...
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The second offering, on October 14 in the afternoon, is a 

walk in the urban forest in the immediate vicinity of the 

First Narayever and the MNjcc. This walk is planned for 

family participation, and will be approximately 90 minutes 

in length. For those of you with toddlers, please bring 

transportation for your little ones. For kids in the 

Chalutzim group, our shinshinim Re’em and Adi will 

contrast Toronto's urban forest with their experience in 

Israel. Please consult the Narayever Net for details on 

meeting time and place. Join Brenlee to develop your own 

passion for  Vitamin G.

We are delighted to welcome back Rabbi Michal Shekel for 

her monthly liturgy class. The first of these classes for 

5773 will take place on Shabbat morning October 20 from 

9:45-11 am in the solarium. Both those who attended 

Rabbi Shekel's sessions last year and newcomers who are 

interested in learning more about the meaning and 

structure of the Jewish prayer service are welcome to 

attend.

Peter Gold

ffff

ffff

education@narayever.ca

LITURGY WITH RABBI MICHAL SHEKEL

On the other hand, the costs of our programs have to be 

kept within the budgets approved at the Annual General 

Meeting in June.  

As you will have read elsewhere in this issue, plans are 

afoot to celebrate our Centennial in 2014.  There is no 

budget in the current fiscal year for a Centennial project so 

the planning has to include raising the funds to cover the 

costs that arise.

We enter 5773 anticipating another financially careful year 

for The First Narayever. I would be delighted to hear from 

you if you are interested in knowing more about how we 

manage our money in our not-for-profit organization. 

C. David Weyman 

ffff

FINANCE

treasurer@narayever.ca

As the new Treasurer I'm just getting my feet wet - and my 

mind around - the Congregation's $700,000 annual 

budget, and I'd like to share some of my initial thoughts 

about our finances.

The money we have to spend each year comes from 

membership fees and High Holy Day guest tickets, and 

from donations made to our various funds, especially the 

significant amount contributed to the Kiddush Fund.   

That's how much we have for all the activities of the shul 

— the services through the year and on the High Holy 

Days, and all of our programs and events for children and 

adults.

Our membership revenue depends directly of course on 

the number of members we have, and we hope we can 

attract new members as the year progresses.  
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Check out the committee's new promotional video, posted 

on our website at www.narayever.ca. You'll see many 

familiar faces in it! The video is aimed at prospective 

members, and shows beautifully the welcoming and multi-

faceted nature of our shul.  

We are grateful to shul member and filmmaker Gerry 

Sperling, whose generous donation made the video 

possible. Our sincere thanks also go to photographer Eric 

Freedman for donating his time to take many of the 

photos featured in the video.  

We have begun a series of articles in the newsletter 

profiling new members who are actively involved in the 

shul. Committees and shul projects are vital to our 

community and are also a great way to meet other 

members. Both new and not-so-new members are very 

welcome to join a committee. Just contact the committee 

chair listed in the newsletter. In this edition, we profile 

Priscilla Platt who has participated in a number of shul 

projects. Please let me know if you have other new 

members to suggest for a profile. 

Please contact me for more information about the 

committee (new members are welcome) or these events.

Liz Bohnen

SHUL MATTERS

MEMBERSHIP and SHUL COMMUNITY NEW MEMBER PROFILE

Name: Priscilla Platt                              

Hometown: Toronto

Occupation: Lawyer

Interests: Singing and the environment

Reason for joining the Narayever: 

Priscilla joined the shul in May of this year.  When asked 

why she joined, she replied “Because I felt it was the right 

time in my life to join a  shul and because I like the 

egalitarian, traditional focus”.

Narayever involvement: 

Priscilla has become very involved in the synagogue during 

her first three months.  She participated in tree planting at 

the Brick Works event organized by the Social Action 

Committee and has joined the Kol Nidre choir – two 

wonderful activities that have helped her integrate into 

the shul’s community. 

What helped the joining process: 

Committee Chair Liz Bohnen identified a number of “shul 

buddies” to help Priscilla become familiar with our 

Shabbat services.

Quote: 

“What I find most appealing about the Narayever 

synagogue is its warm and friendly atmosphere – the 

congregation is extremely welcoming.”

Jared Peck, on the loss of his grandfather 
Nathan Peck

Dianne Saxe, on the loss of her brother 
Geoffrey Shulman

Gary Friedlander, on the loss of his father 
Bertie Friedlander

The family of Molly Swartz

Jackie and Zoe Silverberg on the loss of their 
mother and grandmother Laila Silverberg

  
Gerald Simon and Rochelle Barkin, on the loss of 
their father and grandfather Meyer Simon

gg

gg

gg

gg

gg

Our Condolences to...
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BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
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President
Joel Edelson president@narayever.ca

Vice President
Harry Schachter vicepresident@narayever.ca 

Secretary 
Janet Horowitz secretary@narayever.ca

Treasurer
David Weyman treasurer@narayever.ca 

Past-President 
Julia Gluck pastpresident@narayever.ca

Membership and 
Shul Community
Liz Bohnen membership@narayever.ca 

Building
Gary Lichtblau building@narayever.ca

Adult Education
Peter Gold education@narayever.ca 

Social Action 
Shayne Robinson socialaction@narayever.ca

Ritual
Kivi Shapiro ritual@narayever.ca 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Ed Weinberg bbm@narayever.ca

Food Committee
Ellen Friedland
Andrea Most food@narayever.ca 

Hesed 
Avi Schonbach hesed@narayever.ca

Communications
Glenn Rubinoff communications@narayever.ca 

Israel & Wider Community 
Micky Fraterman israel@narayever.ca

Youth
Scott Greene
Sarah Lambert youth@narayever.ca 

Celebrations 
Ann Komaromi celebrations@narayever.ca

EX-OFFICIO

Rabbi Edward Elkin rabbi@narayever.ca 

Administration 
Marsha Frydenberg admin@narayever.ca
Helene Jacobs 
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Establishment of Governance Committee

The First Narayever Congregation is a volunteer 

organization run mainly by committees, with a small 

professional staff.  Committees vary in size and policy.  Our 

constitution does not go into detail about how committees 

should be structured, what types of responsibilities they 

should have or what their authority is.  In order to ensure 

our Board chairs and their committees can operate in a 

consistent fashion, the Board voted to establish an ad hoc 

governance committee to review these issues. This 

committee will propose its terms of reference for the 

Board’s approval in the near future.

Fees to administer the funds raised at our Yom Kippur 

appeal remains at 5%

The monies which are pledged at the YK appeal are 

destined for other not-for-profit organizations, but the 

collection of the pledges and other administration 

associated with these monies is done by the Narayever. In 

the past, we have retained 5% of the monies raised, which 

covers some, but not all, of our costs  After discussion 

about whether to raise this administration fee, the Board 

voted to keep it at the present 5%.

The president welcomed five new Board members

Scott Greene/Sarah Lambert, Youth; Andrea Most, Food; 

Shayne Robinson, Social Action; David Weyman, Treasurer.

N A R AY E V E R    N E W S

Newsletter Editors: 

Graphic Design & Production: Ariella Eben-Ezra 416.638.0777

Please visit us online at www.narayever.ca

We would love to hear from you!  Please send comments to 

newsletter@narayever.ca

Julia Gluck

Thanks to all contributors to this issue
of the Narayever News.
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COMMUNICATIONS

As we begin a new year of renewing our connections to 

the community, the Communications Committee reflects 

on the great accomplishments of this past year. We are 

particularly proud of the ever expanding ways in which the 

shul is providing its members with up to date news and 

events to reflect the rich array of services and activities 

available to the local and wider Narayever community. 

From the newsletter to the website to the weekly 

Narayever Net, the shul’s information is there for you. You 

can choose to be a part of any of the many diverse 

programmes the shul offers and to be engaged in the 

Narayever community in many different ways. Our 

communications vehicles are designed to help you do that 

easily.

If you are interested in being a part of this shul committee 

and have some ideas on how to further engage the 

community, email me.

Glenn Rubinoff

YOUTH

I have the pleasure of returning to the Narayever as the 

co-ordinator of both Bar/Bat Mitzvah class and youth 

programming. I look forward to working with Ed 

Weinberg, BBM Committee Chair, and Scott Greene and 

Sarah Lambert, Youth Committee Co-Chairs, and all their 

committee members.

I'm very lucky to have a great team of FNC youth leaders 

returning to run the various Shabbat morning age group 

activities that the shul offers.  Shabbat morning youth 

programs begin on Sept. 8 at 11 am with wonderful 

activities planned for the various age groups. I hope some 

of my fantastic students from this past year's BBM class 

will soon join our other dynamic shul youth leaders.  

Helping with Shabbat programming will be our new 

shinshinim (Israel emissaries), Re'em and Adi, who will 

round out our enthusiastic youth leader team. We look 

forward to meeting them and having them continue 

growing our post bar/bat mitzvah youth group, Chalutzim 

started by last year’s shinshinim Roni and Itay. 

Beth Komito-Gottlieb

For more information about, or to join the Youth 

committee, please contact Scott Greene and Sarah 

Lambert at youth@narayever.ca

We are looking forward to stimulating (and dare we say, 

FUN?) classes with the 11 terrific students who are 

enrolled for the coming year.  Sessions for students, and 

some with their parents, will be co-led by the Rabbi and 

Beth with the assistance of our shinshinim.   The first class 

on September 9th will be launched with a dinner a 

program for the families.  The BBM class handbook will be 

circulated to enrolled students at that first session.

Bar or Bat Mitzvah

If your family has a Bar or Bat Mitzvah scheduled           

for 2013, please do the following: 

Update the Rabbi on the tutoring services you have 

engaged for Parsha/Haftorah/Bracha training; and

Provide your final contracts to the office if you have not 

already done so.

If your family has a Bar or Bat Mitzvah scheduled             

for 2014, please note of the following: 

There is a service attendance requirement leading up 

to the Bar/Bat Mitzvah. BBM (Bar/Bat Mitzvah) students 

are required to attend Shabbat morning services at the 

Narayever 18 times over a period of two years. You can 

begin the log this coming September, if you wish.  Please 

keep track until you get the official synagogue form when 

you register for the 2014 Bar/Bat Mitzvah class.  

ddd

hhh

BBM 2012/2013

 2013, 2014, and 2015OUR YOUTH PROGRAMME IS GEARING 

UP FOR THE NEW YEAR!

From the desk of Beth Komito-Gottlieb
ffff

beth@narayever.ca

BAR and BAT MITZVAH
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BAR and BAT MITZVAH

(Please note: going to another synagogue’s services are not 

to be included on the chart.)

For some families, we still need your final contract or 

change of booking agreement.

If your family has a Bar or Bat Mitzvah scheduled             

for 2015, please note the following: 

An orientation meeting will be held the evening of 

Wednesday, November 19, 2012. The requirements 

handbook and forms will be handed out at that time. The 

first deadline to lock in dates for the year 2015 will be 

November 30, 2012.

If you require any further information regarding BBM 

bookings, please email me. 

Ed Weinberg 

THE DANIEL CAMENIETZKI LIBRARY

QUICK TIPS TO FIND A BOOK

Forgot the title? And the author? Try to think of a subject 

you are interested in.

Check the “guide cards” (Elazar Classification System) that 

are posted on the walls of the office and also outside.  If 

you want to read about the Bible or rabbinical 

commentaries, you will find the books in the 000-100-

section on the shelves located in the office area of the 

library.  Bar/Bat mitzvah books and books on Jewish life 

and holy days are shelved in the 200-section, which is in 

the area outside the office.  Social Action is the 600-

section.

If you remember the title or the author of the book you 

want to find, just look it up in the Library Catalogue.  It is a 

printout in a blue binder on the bottom library shelf in the 

office.  This catalogue will be updated periodically.

The library is open when the shul office is open, which is 

Monday to Friday and we use a self-checkout system.  If 

you need help, someone in the office will be happy to 

assist you.  Detailed instructions are posted in the office 

with special rules for Sabbath checkout.

Browse our growing collection of books now numbering 

close to 600 titles.

If you have any questions about the library or need more 

information, please contact 

library@narayever.ca

Keren Camenietzki, Librarian 

at 

Chapter Two of WSJFC is about to start its second year and 

there is space for a few more members. WSFJC2 will be 

reading one book approximately every six weeks and all of 

our meetings will be on Sunday afternoons, 3- 5 pm, 

starting on September 23. Men and women are welcome.

Here’s our reading list for the coming year, with links to 

book reviews:

Shalom India Housing Society by Esther David

http://richardrbmarcus.com/2009/06/book_review_sha 

lom_india_housi.html

The Jewish War: A Novel by Tova Reich

http://barnesandnoble.com/w/the-jewish-war-tova-reich/ 

1014472694#product-commentary-editorial-review-1

Until the Dawn’s Light by Aharon Applefeld

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/16/books/review/until-

the-dawns-light-by-aharon-applefeld-book-review.html 

?pagewanted=all

No One is Here Except All of Us by Ramona Ausubel

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/05/books/review/no-

one-is-here-except-all-of-us-ramona-ausubels-fablelike-

novel.html?pagewanted=all

Shlepping the Exile by  Michael Wex

http://books.google.ca/books/about/Shlepping_the_exile.

html?id=Qri9PAAACAAJ&redir_esc=y

The Blue Mountain by Meir Shalev

http://www.nytimes.com/1991/08/14/books/books-of-

the-times-the-pioneers-of-israel-long-before-the-

state.html

If you are interested in joining or have any questions, 

please call 416.652.6493 or email 

sylviasolomon.1@gmail.com  

THE WORLD’S SMALLEST 
JEWISH FICTION CLUB, CHAPTER TWO 

Come and join us!

Sylvia Solomon
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At this time of year when many new members join our 

shul, I'd like to review some of the Hesed services 

available to members. 

At the time of death, after calling a doctor and a funeral 

home, you should also call Rabbi Elkin.  The Rabbi will 

come over immediately if you wish, and will be available 

to help you at this difficult time in any way that you 

require, including an explanation of Jewish mourning 

customs and grief counseling.  If you would like Rabbi 

Elkin to officiate at the funeral service, he will want to 

meet with you to discuss the life of the deceased and 

details regarding the funeral.  

The Hesed emergency pager number is 416.563.2283.

If needed, Rabbi Elkin will contact the Hesed committee 

on your behalf to send shul volunteers trained in leading 

Shiva prayer services and/or enough volunteers to form a 

minyan for your period of Shiva. (Rabbi Elkin is available to 

instruct those interested in leading Shiva services.)  Finally, 

the Rabbi or the office will notify the shul community by 

email about the funeral and Shiva details.  If the Rabbi is 

out of town when the death occurs, contact information 

will be left on his voicemail. 

The Narayever provides burial plots at Bathurst Lawn 

Cemetery exclusively for members in good standing.  Very 

few plots are still available at the Narayever section of 

Dawes Road Cemetery, the first cemetery of the 

Narayever.  The available plots in Dawes Road will only be 

used for burying members whose close relatives are 

already buried there.  

Plots for relatives or other non-members can be 

purchased through the funeral homes, usually in the 

community section of Pardes Shalom cemetery. 

As long as the deceased was a member in good standing 

of the shul at the time of death:

He or she will have interment rights at Bathurst Lawn;

There is no cost for our rabbi to officiate at the funeral;  

and 

There is no cost for the burial plot.

SHUL MATTERS

HESED
It is important to note that there are a number of costs not 

included with shul membership that are incurred by the 

shul and for which members are responsible. These costs, 

a one-time total of $650 (these costs are under review), 

include the care and maintenance costs of the grave and 

the gravestone, as well as the cost of the gravestone 

foundation. 

We do not assign or reserve plots except when a spouse is 

already buried in our cemetery, in which case we reserve 

the adjacent plot, if requested.

More information is available in the “Brief Guide to Death 

and Mourning” which is available in the Hesed committee 

section of the shul's website.

At the other end of life spectrum, birth, there is a 

volunteer initiative within our Narayever community to 

supply meals to families who have a new addition.  When 

there's a new baby at home, having a hot meal that you 

didn't have to prepare or arrange is a huge gift that gets 

everyone off to a good start. If you are interested in 

providing a meal for a family with a newborn, contact 

Leora Schaefer at Leora_Schaefer@facing.org or          

Sarah Colman at sa.colman@gmail.com. 

We always welcome new volunteers; please consider 

joining us to provide your fellow members with comfort 

and support. Have a wonderful year.

Avi Schonbach

hesed@narayever.ca

If so, Rabbi Elkin wants to know. Also, his door is 

open to congregants for counsel and/or Torah 

learning; please feel free to be in touch. 

Contact him at 416.487.4200 or email 

rabbi@narayever.ca.   

Rabbi Elkin’s day off is Tuesday; if you call him that 

day, it  may take him a little longer to get back to 

you. In an emergency, please call the shul pager at 

416.563.2283. Please note that the pager is turned 

off on Shabbat and during Chagim, and calls are 

returned shortly afterward.

hh
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ADULT EDUCATION FUND

· Janet Horowitz, in honour of the yahrzeit of her husband 

Israel Horowitz

· Janet Horowitz, with appreciation to Sylvia Solomon

· Elaine and Peter Gold, in memory of Dianne Saxe’s brother

 Geoffrey Shulman

· Arlene Mayers, in honour of Lesley Simpson

· Harry Schachter, in honour of Lesley Turner's conversion 

BUILDING FUND

· Roslyn Train, in memory of Joanne Yolles’s father Burle Yolles

· Jill Magen and Gary Lichtblau, in memory of Jeroham Singer’s

 sister Shirley Hemsworth 

CELEBRATIONS FUND

·  Aurora Mendelsohn and Louis Kalikow, in honour of Yael

 Schacter and Greg Beiles for their help around Shalvi’s arrival

·  Aurora Mendelsohn and Louis Kalikow, in honour of Rachael

 Cayley and Mitch Davis for their help around Shalvi’s arrival

GENERAL FUND

· Roslyn Train, in honour of Orrin Wolpert and Mitchell Marcus

 on the birth of their twins 

· Michael and Sharon Freeman, in memory of Howard Freeman

 and Muriel Fineberg 

· Sheila Roth

· Gerald Sperling and Marjorie Siggins, for the welcome video

 for the website 

· Roslyn Train, in memory of Dianne Saxe's brother Geoffrey

 Shulman

· Isabel Ohayon and Jacques Ohayon

· Natalie Fingerhut and Robert Winters, in honour of Rabbi 

Elkin and Linda Lipsky

· Hyman and Rebecca Shandling, in memory of Morris and 

Rachel Shandling and Eleanore and David Amato

· Karen Weisman and Arthur Ripstein

· Robert Weinstein

· Andrew Burnstein and Michelle Kosoy, in memory of Andrew’s 

father Mitchell Burnstein

· Anna Pace, in memory of Loretta Pace, Emmie Pace and 

Anne Pervin

· Frances Enchin

HESED FUND

· Keren and Shalom Camenietzki, in memory of Jeroham 

Singer’s sister Shirley Hemsworth

· Anita Shir-Jacob and Cyril Press, in memory of Jeroham

 Singer’s sister Shirley Hemsworth 

· Sharone Bar-David, in memory of Joanne Yolles's father 

Burle Yolles

· Janis Rubenzahl, in memory of Dianne Saxe’s brother 

Geoffrey Shulman

· Roslyn Train, in honour of the yahrzeit of her father Louis Train

· Sarah Colman and Jared Peck, in memory of Jared’s

 grandfather Nathan Peck

· Keren Brown and Jonathan Ohayon, in memory of 

Barney Brown

· Normal Latsonas, in memory of her mother Celia Lees

· Harry Schachter, in memory of Jackie Silverberg’s mother 

Laila Silverberg

· Deborah Fisher and Jack Colman, in memory of 

Nellie Timmermon Levites and Sholom Levites

HUMASH FUND

· Esther and Ben Geva, in memory of Ben’s parents Raya 

and Avraham Greenberg

· Benjamin and Esther Geva, in memory of Esther’s 

mother Sarah Brull

KIDDUSH FUND

· Shaun Singer, Sue Weinstein, Brenna and Gillian, in memory 

of Jackie Silverberg’s mother Laila Silverberg

· Miriam Diamond, in memory of Jackie Silverberg’s mother

Laila Silverberg

· Sharone Bar David, in memory of Jackie Silverberg’s mother

Laila Silverberg

· Lisa Rosen and Kivi Shapiro, in memory of Jackie Silverberg’s

mother Laila Silverberg

The shul gratefully acknowledges the following donations made to our various funds from mid-June to

 mid-August. We apologize in advance for any errors or omissions. Please inform the shul office so that a correction can be 

made. If you would like to make a donation to one of our funds, please call the shul office at 416.927.0546

We also accept donations via CanadaHelps,  and click on Narayever.www.canadahelps.org
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DONATIONS

· Holli Clairman, in memory of Jackie Silverberg’s mother 

Laila Silverberg

· Frances Enchin, in memory of Jackie Silverberg’s mother

Laila Silverberg

· Rebecca and Hy Shandling, in memory of Rachel Zilberg’s

 father Hy Zilberg

· Morton Beiser and Timothy Hunt, in honour of the yahrzeit 

of Tim’s father James Hunt

YOUTH KIDDUSH

· Danielle Goldfarb, in honour of Kalil Robinson's birthday

MAKOM FUND

· Roz Train, in honour of the yahrzeit of her father Louis Train

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

· Evelyn and Stephen Schaefer, in memory of their niece 

Marcie Dashefsky

· Evelyn and Stephen Schaefer, in honour of Ben Carniol 

and Rhona Phillips on the occasion of the marriage of 

their daughter Naomi to Brian Gabor

· Harvey Starkman, with thanks to Rabbi Elkin for performing

 the unveiling for Lillian Starkman

· Anonymous, in memory of Esther Naomi bat Ya’acov 

(Esther Swartz)

· Karen Weisman, Arthur Ripstein, Aviva and Noah in memory 

of Jeroham Singer's sister Shirley Hemsworth

· Zal Petrowich and Trevor Hart, with thanks to Rabbi Elkin 

for officiating at their wedding 

· Roz Train, in honour of the yahrzeit of her father Louis Train

· Esther and Ben Geva, in memory of Ben’s parents Raya 

and Avraham Greenberg

· Gary Friedlander, in memory of his father Bertie Friedlander

· Orrin Wolpert and Mitchell Marcus, in appreciation of 

Rabbi Elkin’s guidance and leadership

· Moe Cooper and Karen Bass, with thanks to Rabbi Elkin

· Lesley Turner and Joanne Patterson, in honour of Rabbi 

Elkin’s teaching

· Ben Carniol and Rhona Phillips, in memory of Elliot Morrison

· Anonymous

· Michal Renee and Sam Mizrahi

TORAH FUND

· Keren and Shalom Camenietzki, in memory of Florence Shecter

· Rosalyn Train, in memory of Jeroham Singer’s sister 

Shirley Hemsworth

· Roz Train, in honour of the yahrzeit of her father Louis Train

· Cyril Press and Anita Shir-Jacob, in memory of Dianne 

Saxe’s brother Geoffrey Shulman

· Benjamin and Esther Geva, in memory of Esther’s mother

 Sarah Brull

· The Jacobs/Rosebrugh Family, in memory of Jackie 

Silverberg’s mother Laila Silverberg

· Erica Webb and Elisha Denburg, in memory of Rabbi Chaim

 Noach Denburg, Charles Dalfen, Avrum Dalfen and Fay Dalfen

· Beverly Harris, in honour of Lesley Turner’s conversion to

Judaism

· Beverly Harris, in honour of Miriam Schlanger and her

 wonderful works

· Leah Jacobs and Helene Jacobs, in honour of the yahrzeit 

of Leah’s brother David Gercowski

TZEDAKAH and SOCIAL ACTION FUND

· Lesley Starkman, in memory of Dianne Saxe’s brother 

Geoffrey Shulman

· Lili Little, in memory of Dianne Saxe’s brother 

Geoffrey Shulman

· Miriam Diamond, in memory of Dianne Saxe’s brother

 Geoffrey Shulman

· Sharon Abron Drache, in memory of Dianne Saxe’s 

brother Geoffrey Shulman

· Harry Schachter, in memory of Dianne Saxe’s brother 

Geoffrey Shulman

· Janet Horowitz, in memory of Dianne Saxe’s brother 

Geoffrey Shulman 

· Howard Buckstein, in honour of the yahrzeit of his father 

David Buckstein

· Howard Buckstein, in honour of Bonny Leszcz

· Ruth Rohn and Paul Pascal, in memory of Dianne Saxe’s

 brother Geoffrey Shulman

If you are interested in a memorial plaque to be put up on our 

memorial board at the back of the shul, please contact Marsha 

Frydenberg at the shul office either by email at 

admin@narayever.ca or by phone at 416.927.0546
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JUNE 16, 2012

Kiddush: Jennifer Cohen and Ryan Penn, in honour of 

Jeremy's bar mitzvah. Donations to the kiddush fund were 

made by Eleanor Levine and Paul Sandor, in honour of Marcia 

Beck's birthday; Ilene Golvin, in honour of the yahrzeit of her 

mother Sharon Golvin; Harvey Savage and Ruth Leneman, in 

honour of the 30th yahrzeit of Harvey’s mother Faye Savage 

and in honour of the birth of their granddaughter Trudy Faye 

Savage-Axmith; and Betty and Neil Colt and family, in honour 

of the yahrzeit of Neil's father Sidney Colt.

Youth Kiddush: Rachel Melzer and Shayne Robinson, in 

honour of Kalil Robinson and Rafaela Bercovici-Seemangal's 

3rd birthdays.

JUNE 23, 2012

Kiddush: Alex Gladstone, in honour of his grandson Eden 

Robert Gladstone Martin's bar mitzvah.

Donations to the kiddush fund were made by Ron Medoff and 

family, in memory of Cheryl Medoff; Julia Gluck and Ted 

Overton, in memory or Jeroham Singer's sister Shirley 

Hemsworth; Julia Gluck and Ted Overton, in honour of 

Stephen Benjamin, Ben Geva, Tamara Brooks, Roz Train and 

Orrin Wolpert for their service to the shul; Julia Gluck and Ted 

Overton, in honour of Orrin Wolpert and Mitchell Marcus on 

the birth of their twins; Julia Gluck and Ted Overton, in honour 

of Goldie Kurtz and Ben Fisher on the birth of their son Oren 

Avraham; Joel Edelson, in honour of Orrin's and Mitchell's 

becoming parents at the birth of twin brother and sister.

Youth Kiddush: Roz Train, in honour of Eliana's birthday.

JUNE 30, 2012

Kiddush: The shul. Donations to the kiddush fund were made 

by Magda Volgyesi, in honour of the yahrzeit of her mother 

Gabriella Steiner; and Ursula Loewenstein, in honour of the 

yahrzeit of her mother Helene Levita.

July 7, 2012

Kiddush: Benjamin Cohen and Jane Rimmer, in honour of 

Elah's bat mitzvah. Donations to the kiddush fund were made 

by Andrew Simor, in honour of the yahrzeit of his father Imre 

Simor; Miriam Schlanger, in memory of Nathan Peck, 

grandfather of Jared Peck; and Betty Colt, in honour of the 

yahrzeit of her father Norman Kotzer.

JULY 14, 2012

Kiddush: The shul. Donations to the kiddush fund were made 

by Laraine Naft, in honour of the yahrzeiten of her father 

Harvey Wagman and her sister Elinor Gertner; Ruth Leneman 

and Harvey Savage, in memory of Dr. Tsvi Chaim Nussbaum, 

cousin and brother to Ruth Leneman and recently deceased 

Alice Nusbaum z”l; Anita Shir-Jacob and Cyril Press, in honour 

of the yahrzeit of Anita's uncle Jacob Katzman; Michal Er-el, in 

honour of Peter Gold and the staff at Yorkville Orthodontics 

for their kindness; Gill Lefkowitz, in honour of the yahrzeit of 

her father Max Lefkowitz; Esther and Ben Geva, in honour of 

the yahrzeit of Ben’s mother Raya Greenberg.

JULY 21, 2012

Kiddush: The shul. Donations to the kiddush fund were made 

by Stephen Benjamin, in honour of the yahrzeit of his father 

Harry Benjamin; Sherry and Rick Glazier, in honour of the 

yahrzeit of their son Daniel Glazier; Elizabeth Kende, in 

honour of the yahrzeit of her grandson Daniel Glazier; Percy 

Schacter, in honour of the yahrzeit of his mother Molly 

Schacter; Julia Gluck and Ted Overton, in memory of Geoffrey 

Shulman; Marie-Do and Mair Hyman, in honour of their son 

Sayo's conversion; Miriam and Goldie Schlanger, in honour of 

Lesley Turner's conversion and birthday; Bernice Schwartz, in 

honour of the yahrzeit of her husband Harold Schwartz; and 

Eduard Bercovici, in honour of his family.

JULY 28, 2012

Kiddush: The shul. Donations to the kiddush fund were made  

by Dalia Stopnicki and Andrew Cappell, in honour of their 

aufruf and upcoming marriage; Nicole & Marc Sibonney and 

Polina and Oleg Melamed, in honour of their children Dimitri 

& Claire's aufruf and upcoming marriage; Norma Latsonas, in 

honour of the yahrzeit of her mother Celia Lees; Lili Little and 

Mitchel Smith, in memory of Jackie Silverberg's mother Laila 

Silverberg; Julia Gluck and Ted Overton, in memory of Jackie 

Silverberg's mother Laila Silverberg.

AUGUST 4, 2012

Kiddush: The shul. Donations to the kiddush fund were made 

by Rebecca Smollett and David Ley, in honour of the baby 

naming of their daughter; Keren and Shalom Camenietzki, in 

honour of the baby naming of Rebecca Smollett and David 

Ley's daughter; Jill Magen and Gary Lichtblau, in honour of the 

yahrzeit of Gary's mother Gitta (Olga)Lichtblau.
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We acknowledge the following yahrzeit anniversaries which occur during the coming months.
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Elul 14 Sidney Blumenthal father of Brian Blumenthal
Elul 15 Yosef Alta Guttman father of Herb Guttman
Elul 18 James Gruno father of Annette Gruno
Elul 19 Bertel Simon mother of Gene Simon
Elul 20 Raymond Mandel husband of Judith Mandel
Elul 20 Justus Oostra father of Micky Oostra Fraterman
Elul 22 Max Brook father of Shelley Brook
Elul 22 Yehudah Brull father of Esther Geva
Elul 22 Menachem Dunsky brother of Zipporah Dunsky
Elul 22 Hilda Mandel mother of Michael Mandel
Elul 23 Leo Hornung father of Alisa Weyman
Elul 23 Fanny Kleiman mother of Beatrice Myers
Elul 23 Percy Weinrib father of Ernest Weinrib
Elul 24 Stanley Gordon father of Daniel Gordon
Elul 24 Rolf James Schonberg brother of Arnold Schonberg
Elul 26 Nathan Teitelbaum father of Linda Wise
Elul 26 Rosa Vinograd sister of Miriam Schlanger
Elul 28 Aida Babins Phillips mother of Rhona Phillips
Elul 28 Jack Gordon father of Richelle Gordon 

and Sheri Gordon
Elul 29 Eli Katzman father of Anita Shir-Jacob
Elul 29 Benjamin Stocker father of Maire Kushner
Tishrei 1 Theodor Kantor father of Beatrice Traub-Werner
Tishrei 2 Sam Singer father of Shaun Singer
Tishrei 2 Hannah Solomon mother of Charles Solomon
Tishrei 2 Chemda Tuchler mother of Simcha Ben Abraham
Tishrei 3 Sarah Brull mother of Esther Geva
Tishrei 3 Charles Harris father of Brenda Singer
Tishrei 4 Nell Gluck mother of Julia Gluck
Tishrei 4 Anne Zimmerman mother of Susan 

Carole Zimmerman
Tishrei 5 Carole Berney mother of Dawn Berney
Tishrei 5 Myer Lofchick father of Lawrence Lofchick
Tishrei 5 Seina Teper mother of Wilfred Teper
Tishrei 5 Jacob Bean Zeller-Strauss son of Simon Strauss and 

Barbara Zeller
Tishrei 6 Al Hershkovitz father of Linda Hershkovitz
Tishrei 8 Murray Abron father of Sharon Abron Drache
Tishrei 8 Edythe Abron mother of Sharon Abron Drache
Tishrei 8 Pearl Goldberg mother of Lucille Narun
Tishrei 9 Harry Federbush father of Bernard Feder
Tishrei 10 Betty Kirschenbaum mother of Janet Horowitz
Tishrei 10 Chana Kurz mother of Marvin Kurz
Tishrei 10 Latifah Peretz mother of Smadar Peretz
Tishrei 10 Sheila Weidman mother of Michael Weidman
Tishrei 10 Miriam Weiss mother of David Weiss
Tishrei 11 Tillie Colt mother of Neil Colt
Tishrei 11 Abraham Singer father of Ilana Singer
Tishrei 12 Sheila Kurtz mother of Goldie Kurtz
Tishrei 12 Hughey Zimerman father of Sondra Lofchick
Tishrei 13 Samuel Gann father of Andrew Gann
Tishrei 14 Shimshon Dunsky father of Zipporah Dunsky
Tishrei 14 Ben Gold father of Peter Gold
Tishrei 14 Judith Levitan mother of Jerry Levitan
Tishrei 14 Jack Meltz father of Isabella Meltz
Tishrei 14 Morris Shandling father of Hyman Shandling

Tishrei 15 Sophie Milgram mother of Paul Milgram
Tishrei 16 David Cappe father of Lorne Cappe and 

Mel Cappe
Tishrei 16 Sondra Davis mother of Carrie Beth Davis
Tishrei 16 Hyman Saltsman father of Terry Saltsman
Tishrei 16 Esther Singer mother of Shaun Singer
Tishrei 17 Meyer Blitz father of Ethel Miller
Tishrei 17 Ben Schacter father of Percy Schacter
Tishrei 18 Sharon Merkur Freeman mother of Celia Hirsh and 

Laila Lipetz
Tishrei 18 Simon Sevitt father of Peter Sevitt
Tishrei 18 Avior Shefer brother of Dan Strumpf
Tishrei 20 Sally Martin mother of Liz Martin Landau
Tishrei 22 Samuel Greenstein father of Elaine Minsky
Tishrei 23 Norma Sirett mother of Joanna Slone
Tishrei 23 Pearl Wetstein mother of Cheryl Wetstein
Tishrei 24 Stuart McAuley brother of Beth McAuley
Tishrei 24 Morris Rubenzahl father of Sam Rubenzahl
Tishrei 25 Nathan Cohen brother of Suzanne Shuchat
Tishrei 26 Molly Lyons Bar-David mother of Sharone Bar-David
Tishrei 26 Miriam Schonbach mother of Avi Schonbach
Tishrei 27 Greta Cohen mother of Ben Carniol
Tishrei 28 Harry Edelson father of Joel Edelson
Tishrei 28 Heime Geffen father of Martin Geffen
Tishrei 28 Clarise Michel mother of Kathryn Levene 

and Isabel Malkin
Tishrei 28 Gloria Miloff mother of Michael Miloff
Tishrei 29 Irene Dick  mother of Francine Dick
Tishrei 29 Isya Pertzovsky sister of Miriam Schlanger
Tishrei 29 Theodore Richmond father of Anne Toby Golden
Tishrei 29 Phillip Schachter father of Harry Schachter
Tishrei 30 Izaak Jacob Cvi father of Anna Teper
Heshvan 3 Albert Fineberg father of Rosalie Shapiro
Heshvan 3 Sarah Platt mother of Priscilla Platt
Heshvan 4 Fay Hershkovitz mother of Linda Hershkovitz
Heshvan 4 Morris Myers father of Louis Myers
Heshvan 5 Abram Krusner father of Jeffrey Krusner
Heshvan 5 Ben Willer father of Phillis Willer-Haimovitz
Heshvan 8 Joseph Horowitz father of Sylvia Solomon
Heshvan 8 Aaron Lowenstein father of Marjorie Gann
Heshvan 10 Rose Benjamin Schwartz mother of Stephen Benjamin
Heshvan 10 Nita Frenkel wife of Bernard Feder
Heshvan 11 Malka Johles mother of Frieda Forman
Heshvan 11 Adele Rosenberg mother of Mona Kornberg
Heshvan 12 Julius Leikin father of Steven Leikin
Heshvan 13 Markus Hirsz father of Abraham Hirsz
Heshvan 13 Aida Krauze sister of Ruth Benedikt Krauze
Heshvan 14 Rose Kotzer mother of Betty Colt
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

8

15

22

7

14

21

6

13

20

5

12

19

4

11

18

3

10

17

24

2

9

16

30

Elul 14

Elul 21

Elul 28

Tishrei 6

Elul 20

Elul 27

Tishrei 5

Elul 19

Elul 26

Tishrei 4

Elul 18

Elul 25

Tishrei 3

Elul 17

Elul 24

Tishrei 2

Elul 16

Elul 23

Tishrei 1

Tishrei 8

Elul 15

Elul 22

Elul 29

Tishrei 14

Ki Tetze

Ki Tavo

Nitzavim

Services 9am

Services 9am
Kensington Gardens 11am
Selihot  10 – midnight

Services 9am

Services 9am
Kensington Gardens 11am

Services 6pm

Services 6pm

7:24

7:11

6.58

Services 6pm

SEPTEMBER  2012

OCTOBER  2012
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

6

13

20

27

12

19

26

11

18

25

10

17

24

9

16

23

30

8

15

22

29

7

14

21

28

Tishrei 20

Tishrei 27

Heshvan 4

Heshvan 11

Tishrei 26

Heshvan 3

Heshvan 10

Tishrei 25

Heshvan 2

Heshvan 9

Tishrei 24

Heshvan 1

Heshvan 8

Tishrei 23

Tishrei 30

Heshvan 7

Heshvan 14

Tishrei 22

Tishrei 29

Heshvan 6

Heshvan 13

Tishrei 21

Tishrei 28

Heshvan 5

Heshvan 12

Sukkot VI

Bereshit

Noach

Lech lecha

Services 9am
Kensington Gardens 11am

Services 9am

6:21

6:09

5:59

Shacharit 9am

Shacharit 9am

25 Tishrei 9

Shacharit 9am

282726 Tishrei 12Tishrei 11Tishrei 10

6:46

Shacharit 9am

Shacharit 9am

Labour Day

Erev 
Rosh Hashana
Services 6pm

Rosh Hashana I
Services 9am
Tashlikh 4pm
Services 7pm

Rosh Hashana II
Services 9am
Kensington Gardens 
11am

31 Heshvan 15

7:08
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29 Tishrei 13

Services 9am23 Tishrei 7

Shacharit 9am

Vayeilech
Shabbat Shuva

Ha’Azinu

Bar Mitzvah of Natan Aber-Krusner
Shabbat Youth Programs Begin

Welcome to Re’em and Adi

Post-Kiddush Talk 
with Rabbi Elkin 
“Avinu Malkenu” 

1:30pm

Evening with the 
Arava Institute
Time TBA 

Shacharit 9am

Bat/Bat Mitzvah class
4-6:30pm 

Board Meeting 7pm

Fast of  Gedaliah Workshop on 
“God Questions” 

with Jinks Hoffman
7-9pm

Post-Kiddush Talk with 
Michal Er-el  “Re-imagining 

Matan Torah”
1:30pm

Kol Nidre
Services 6pm

Yom Kippur
Services 9am
Kensington Gardens 
11am
Services 5pm

Erev Sukkot
Sukkah Art Studio 

10am – 2pm

6:42

6:51

54321 Tishrei 19Tishrei 18Tishrei 17Tishrei 16Tishrei 15

6:33

Sukkot I
Services 9 am
Sukkot Luncheon

Sukkot I
Services 9 am
Sukkot Luncheon

I Sukkot Iil
(CH”M)

Sukkot Vl
(CH”M)

Sukkot V
(CH”M)

Sukkot Vll
(CH”M)

Hoshana Rabba

Shmini Atzeret
Services 9am (Yizkor)

Simchat Torah
Services 7:30pm

(Hakafot)

Simchat Torah
Services 9am

(Hakafot)
6:30

Shacharit 9am

Board Meeting 7pm

Shacharit 9am

Rachel Brooks 
Bat Mitzvah of 

Vitamin G Walk 
in the Urban Forest 
Time & location TBA

Rosh Chodesh
Services 7 am

Services 9am
Kensington Gardens 11am

Vitamin G Series
 7:30pm 

location TBA

Help Build 
the Sukkah
Time TBA

Liturgy Study with 
Rabbi Michal Shekel  

9:45 am

Services 6pm

Services 6pm

Services 6pm

Visit to 
Everdale Farm

Time TBA

Services 6pm

Services 6pm

Bat/Bat Mitzvah class
5:45 - 8 pmpm

Bat/Bat Mitzvah class
5:45-8pm

Services 9am

Bar & Bat Mitzvah
Jeremy and Emily 

Steen

Post-kiddush talk 
with Ann Komaromi

“The Fight for Soviet Jewry” 


