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Dear Friends,

On a beautiful September morning, I was privileged to be present at the dedication of our 

new cemetery gateway at Bathurst Lawn Memorial Park. 

As Past President Harry Schachter wrote in his remarks for the dedication, “When I first became involved in a 

leadership role at our shul, I very quickly came to understand that there was nothing more important or more 

meaningful at the Narayever than these cemetery grounds. They are a heritage handed down to us from earlier 

generations, and each generation in turn is obligated to preserve and to honour that heritage. This project has 

been our generation's attempt to fulfill that obligation.”

Thank you to those who took up the challenge of renewing our gateway; initially Avi Schonbach, then Hesed 

Chair and now Vice President; Harry Schachter, Past President, who led the implementation of the project in 

honour of his late wife Donna Schachter; and Gary Lichtblau, our Building Chair and architect for the gateway.

Thank you to all of the generous donors for this project, each of whom has loved ones buried in our cemetery. 

Many of the donors were present at the ceremony along with a number of board members. In particular, thank 

you to lead donor and shul member Mitchell Brown, who honoured his late wife Alice Nusbaum through his 

generous donation. Without Mitch and his family's gift, the new gateway would not have been possible. As 

Mitch said in his remarks, “What brings this group of people together is that we have loved ones buried in this 

section.  This is a place to come and remember.  Not because we are commanded to or even because we are 

Jewish, but because we are human, and we have loved and lost.  It is important to us that this space be well 

maintained and reflects our respect for those who are at rest here. “

Thank you also to Fundraising Committee co-chairs Lili Little and Lucille Narun who helped with the fundraising 

and organized the ceremony, and to Rabbi Elkin who supported this project throughout. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

New Narayever cemetery gateway, Bathurst Lawn Memorial Park
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At the ceremony, Rabbi Elkin expressed words of welcome, noting the comfort offered by the inscription on the 

gateway from Psalm 147, “God heals the broken-hearted and binds up their wounds”. At the end of the program 

he chanted El Maleh Rachamim and led us together in Kaddish. It was an extremely touching moment.

Gary Lichtblau designed the beautiful new entrance to our cemetery grounds, and managed the construction 

process.  He devoted many volunteer years to this project and we are grateful for everything that he did to bring 

the project to completion. Gary explained in his remarks that Bathurst Lawn Memorial Park was established in 

1933 as a community cemetery providing burial plots to small groups and organizations, such as the First 

Narayever Congregation, within the Jewish community. 

Each community group marked its own section with some kind of sign usually in the form of a simple metal 

gateway. Among these, our old gateway had its own modest charm. As Gary said, “In 2010 it was heartbreaking 

to discover that the gateway was in serious disrepair. We came to the realization that it had to be removed or 

replaced. The intent was to create a new more durable steel gateway with a sign that would recall the charm and 

modesty of the original.” 

The new gateway marks the entrance to our cemetery with dignified beauty. As Gary rightly remarked, “We 

have continued the modest tradition of those who came before us, in honoring this place and the memory of 

those who are buried here and those who mourn here”.
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Liz Bohnen, President, Narayever Board of Governors
president@narayever.ca

MAZEL TOV TO...

Karen Bass and Moe Cooper, on the birth of their granddaughter Miriam

Tammy Brooks and David Rouimy, on their marriage

Ben Geva and Difat Jakubovicz, for having been honoured as this year's Narayever Hatan 

Torah and Kallat Bereshit on Simhat Torah morning for their many contributions to our 

shul community over the years

Melanie De Wit and Ran Goel, on the birth of their son Gabriel

Liz Martin-Landau and Joel Landau, on the birth of their grandson Taylor

Robin and Derek Penslar, on the marriage of their son Josh to Marisa Beck

Ruth Rohn and Paul Pascal, on the birth of their grandson Lev Morley Ravid

Roy and Linda Wise, on the birth of their granddaughter Shir Giselle
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Dear Friends,

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the death of American Jewish stand-up comic and 
satirist Lenny Bruce. A well-known figure of the counter-culture who was convicted in a 
landmark obscenity trial in New York State, Bruce died at the age of 40 of a drug overdose. 
One eulogy for Bruce concluded with the memorable line: “One last four-letter word for Lenny: Dead. At forty. That's 
obscene."

One of Lenny Bruce's most well known routines, at least in Jewish circles, is called “Jewish and Goyish”.  In it, he seeks 
to redefine what it means to be Jewish. Part of it is too vulgar to reprint in a shul newsletter, but here's an excerpt of a 
milder part: “I'm Jewish. Count Basie's Jewish. Ray Charles -- Jewish. Eddie Cantor – Goyish. Marine Corps – Goyish. 
Kool-Aid -- Goyish. Drake's Cakes -- Goyish. Pumpernickel -- Jewish. White bread – very Goyish. Instant potatoes – 
Goyish. Black cherry soda – very Jewish. Fruit Salad -- Jewish, Lime jello -- Goyish, lime soda – very Goyish. All Italians 
are Jewish. Eugene O'Neill – Jewish”.  etc.

Two issues come to mind regarding this routine. First is his use of the term “goyish” – which has evolved into a 
pejorative word for non-Jews. Of course, Lenny Bruce himself didn't worry about offending people. Nevertheless, we 
live in an age when many groups, including our own, are sensitive about what they are called. The word goy exists in 
the Bible as a neutral word simply meaning “nation” -- any nation, including Israel.  An example is Isaiah's ringing 
prophecy lo yisa goy el goy cherev – “nation shall not lift up sword against nation”.  By now, however, it has taken on a 
different connotation, and most of us rightly resist using it. 

But the deeper issue I see in Bruce's piece has to do with the way in which Jewish identity has changed since the 
1960s. Of course he was intending to be funny – but the humour depends on an audience who “gets it”.  A person 
who finds commonality between the experience of Jews and that of other ethnic minorities such as African 
Americans like Ray Charles and Count Basie would get this humour. A person who sees Jews striving, successfully or 
not, to fit into the majority culture (Lenny Bruce's own name at birth was Louis Schneider) would find much of what 
Eddie Cantor and Bnai Brith were doing to be humorous. A person who was raised within a very particular Jewish 
ethnic community might resonate to the humorous references to certain foods as being Jewish (or not). The piece 
depends on a notion that there is some “essence of Jewishness” that non-Jews can partake of, that Jews can betray, 
but that ultimately can be identified and maintained.

I wonder how many young Jews today would find this piece funny. Even if we could update the examples to cultural 
figures or objects that would be familiar today, I don't believe even the idea itself works any more. It reflects a 
Judaism without substance, just a thin veneer of ethnicity,  and a very particular slice of Jewish ethnicity at that – 
Ashkenazi, non-Orthodox, eastern seaboard, second generation. As most North American Jews become further and 
further removed from the immigrant experience, Jews are probably eating as much white bread and instant 
potatoes as the wider population. While their parents and grandparents may have also eaten these foods, the fact 
that they originated in the wider culture would have made doing so seem funny to them. By now, our food, our dress, 
our language, our music are all so much a part of that wider culture that the humour just doesn't make sense. 

Our question is, if a Judaism which is defined as something you just “are” because of your ethnic background no 
longer works because all the old assumptions about the “essence of Judaism” are gone, then what do we replace it 
with? Can Jewish identity become more linked with things that Jews “do”? If so, what are those things? In 2016, what 
makes a food Jewish, or not? What makes a person Jewish, or not? 

Lenny Bruce was aiming for a laugh, but the questions his piece opens up are serious challenges for our community 
50 years later.

NARAYEVER NEWS

RABBI’S MESSAGE 

Rabbi Ed Elkin
rabbi@narayever.ca
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I am so pleased to be continuing as a part of the Narayever community, this year in the 

capacity of Tefillah Coach. 

Prayer and music are a central part of my rabbinate and my Jewish spiritual life and so I am 

really looking forward to working with the shul's schlichei tzibur (leaders of prayer) toward effective and 

meaningful leading of tefillah - both for the leader and the community. 

For those of you who are familiar with the work that Rabbi Julia was 

doing last year, I will be picking up where she left off, making myself 

available to our current and developing schlichei tzibur for training, 

support and resources. For those of you who are already regular 

schlichei tzibur, I look forward to connecting with you and 

supporting the wonderful work and mitzvah that you are already 

doing. 

Please feel free to reach out to me at any time to let me know how I 

can support you in your role as prayer leader. For those who began 

training with Rabbi Julia, or who spoke to her about beginning 

training, I will contact you individually soon. I hope to find others in 

the community who are interested in learning how to lead the 

community in prayer. If you think you might be interested, I hope 

you will connect with me as well. 

I look forward to hearing from you and beginning this sacred work with the community. I am also looking 

forward to teaching about tefillah on occasional Shabbatot – my goal is to bring my passion for deep, 

meaningful and spiritual worship to those who are looking for a better understanding of Jewish prayer and 

liturgy and/or a deepening of their own prayer/spiritual lives. In the meantime, I wish you all a Shanah Tova 

U'metukah - a sweet and meaningful new year! 
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L’shalom,

Rabbi Emma Gottlieb
tefillah@narayever.ca

SHUL MATTERS TEFILLAH 

Volunteers needed to plan the Yom Ha’ Shoah Ceremony 

Our annual Holocaust Remembrance Day ceremony is one of the major events in the shul’s calendar. 
If you are interested in being part of planning this year’s event, please email Reuven Shlozberg, chair 
of Adult Education, at education@narayever.ca.  

NOVEMBER, DECEMBER 2016              TISHREI, HESHVAN, KISLEV, TEVET 5777

NARAYEVER NEWS



6

As Narayever members are well aware, we have been working diligently for 

more than three years to achieve a long-desired goal for our congregation:  a 

building that is accessible to those with mobility and other difficulties, and 

that ensures enough programming and administrative space, including an 

office for Rabbi Elkin, so that we can look forward to many more fulfilling 

years in our downtown location.

The membership as a whole had the first look at our proposed plans last 

June.   It's an exciting and imaginative design. The renewed building will 

include an elevator at the front of the building, and will also include two 

thousand square feet of new space for programming and administration.   

The building will have a new partial second floor above the sanctuary level, and a redesigned façade facing 

Brunswick Avenue.

During the summer and early fall months, our building renewal project has moved steadily forward.  The 

Building Task Force has been working with our architectural team and with a group of consultants to meet the 

demands of the City of Toronto's approval process.  We now have a date scheduled – December 7th --when we 

will appear before the local Committee of Adjustment, where we will seek the necessary zoning variances so 

that we can proceed with construction.

Before that date, we will hold meetings with our immediate neighbours, and with residents on Brunswick 

Avenue and Major Street under the auspices of the Harbord Village Residents Association.  We want to ensure 

that the neighborhood is aware of our plans and has an opportunity to comment.

Such an extensive renovation will require us to move to a temporary location while construction is underway, 

just as was done in 2000 when the shul underwent an earlier renovation. Another subcommittee is currently at 

work on relocation plans.

The entire project will require a major fundraising campaign that will involve everyone at the shul. A Capital 

Campaign committee is hard at work on that crucial part of the project.

We're optimistic that the city will approve our application. After that step has been completed, the 

congregation as a whole will have the opportunity to vote on the project at a Special General Meeting.

Watch for more information as we move forward. Please feel free to send us your questions and comments. 

Anna Pace and Harry Schachter
Co-chairs, Building Task Force

buildingtaskforce@narayever.ca

BUILDING TASK FORCESHUL MATTERS
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Sunday, November 13, 11:30 am - 1:00 pm, at the shul. Light refreshments provided.

How did our universe come into being?  Why did it take shape in exactly this way?  What role do human beings have 

in the unfolding of Creation?  Our two speakers will discuss these questions from their own disciplines of physics and 

Kabbalah, showing surprising areas of overlap.  Get ready for high-energy collisions of ideas, and let there be light! 

Since in quantum physics the role of the experimenter serves to determine the outcome, your own participation will 

be most welcome.

Miriam D. Diamond, a Narayever member, is a PhD Candidate in Experimental High-Energy Particle Physics at the 

University of Toronto.  She spends her summers working at the world's most powerful particle accelerator, the Large 

Hadron Collider at CERN in Geneva, re-creating the conditions that existed in the very early universe.

Rabbi Lawrence A. Englander received his Honours B.A. degree from York University and his Rabbinic ordination 

from the Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion. He also received his Doctorate of Hebrew Letters from 

Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion, in the field of Jewish Mysticism and Rabbinics. Rabbi Englander is 

the founding Rabbi of Solel Congregation, Mississauga, where he now serves as Rabbi Emeritus. He is presently 

Adjunct Rabbi at Temple Sinai in Toronto, and has taught religious and rabbinical studies at York University and the 

Leo Baeck College in London (UK). Rabbi Englander is the author of The Mystical Study of Ruth (Scholars Press) and 

several articles on Jewish Mysticism and is former editor of the Central Conference of American Rabbis Journal.

fff

GOD AND THE BIG BANG: PHYSICS AND KABBALAH ON THE CREATION OF THE UNIVERSE

WITH MIRIAM DIAMOND and RABBI LAWRENCE ENGLANDER

Sunday, November 20, 11 am -12 noon, at the shul. Light refreshments provided after the program.

A conversation about a difficult and challenging subject: How to deal with hastening death to relieve irremediable 

suffering by “physician-assisted suicide” (also known as MAiD: Medical Assistance in Dying) from the perspective of 

an observant Jewish palliative care physician. 

Dr. Albert Kirshen is a modern Orthodox Jew who came to palliative care after training in internal medicine and 

geriatrics.  He is an Associate Professor, Family and Community Medicine and Internal Medicine, at the University of 

Toronto, with a Master's degree in Community Health Sciences, and another Master's degree in Medical Education.  

fff

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE IN DYING (MAID): A JEWISH PHYSICIAN'S PERSPECTIVE

WITH DR. ALBERT KIRSHEN

SHUL MATTERS ADULT EDUCATION 
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A post-kiddush program      Saturday, November 26, 1:15 - 2:15 pm, at the shul 

Discover the rarely explored works and lives of Yiddish women authors of the 20th century. Rescued from 

oblivion by feminist scholars and translators, short stories, memoirs and novels will bring to light our 

foremothers' experience and history in Eastern Europe, North America, and Israel. Such themes as family life, 

education, migration and the Holocaust will be highlighted with selected Yiddish readings.

Frieda Forman has been a teacher, writer and scholar in the fields of Jewish Studies and Women's Studies for 

over four decades. Currently, she is an associate scholar at the Centre for Women's Studies, OISE/ UT. Her 

publications include Found Treasures: Stories by Yiddish Women Writers (ed.), the first collection of Yiddish 

women's literature in translation, and The Exile Book of Yiddish Women Writers (ed.).

fff

THEIR STORIES, OUR STORIES: YIDDISH WOMEN WRITERS

WITH FRIEDA FORMAN 

For those who are not Holocaust survivors, our formative experiences learning about the Holocaust 

deeply shaped us, in both constructive and traumatizing ways. The conscious and unconscious 

impact of these memories affects not only remembering the Holocaust, but our whole lives - our 

individual and collective fears, creativity, relationships and sense of the possible. This participatory 

workshop integrates theory and personal experiences, uncovering tools for flexible intelligence, 

conscious choice and healing embedded in our stories.

Rabbi Miriam Margles, rabbi of the Danforth Jewish Circle, facilitates workshops integrating Jewish 

learning and creative exploration, particularly addressing conflict, systemic oppression, mindfulness 

and healing. She is co-founder of Encounter (encounterprograms.org) and composes music for 

Jewish prayer. She is a graduate of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, an alumnus of the 

Wexner Graduate Fellowship and the Mandel Leadership Institute. She earned a Master's in 

Theological Studies from Harvard Divinity School and a BFA from York University.

Transforming the Grip of Memory: A Participatory Workshop 

A special Holocaust Education Week program with Rabbi Miriam Margles

Saturday, November 5, 1:30 – 2:30, at the shul

SHUL MATTERS ADULT EDUCATION 
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A DISCUSSION ABOUT JEWISH PERSPECTIVES IN ENVIRONMENTALISM

WITH TANHUM YOREH and BEN LANGER

A post-kiddush program. Saturday, November 12, 1:30 - 2:30 pm in the shul sanctuary. 

Please join us for a dialogue on Jewish perspectives on environmental sustainability and environmentalism. The 

discussion will feature an examination of halakhic responses to environmental issues, as well as a contemporary 

look at peace building and environmental education at the Arava Institute in Israel. 

Tanhum Yoreh is a scholar of Religion and Environment. He is interested in faith based wisdom as it pertains to 

the environment and in understanding how this wisdom is translated from theory into practice.

Benjamin Langer is currently a family medicine resident at St. Joseph's Health Centre in Toronto.  After receiving 

a bachelor's degree in Ecology and History of Science and Technology, he went on to complete a master’s degree 

at the Arava Institute for Environmental Studies, a transformative experience working with Israeli, Palestinian, 

and international students.  He maintains interest in the intersections between environmental, health, and 

social justice issues.

BEHIND CLOSED DOORS: 

SHATTERING THE MYTHS ABOUT DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN THE JEWISH COMMUNITY

Monday, November 14, 7:30 - 9:00 pm. Doors open at 7 pm. Light refreshments provided.

Act to End Violence Against Women, (http://www.acttoendvaw.org/) has organized a Toronto-wide series of 

panel events to raise awareness of intimate partner violence in the Jewish community. The Narayever is hosting 

the first of four workshops which will occur in mid-November. The panel will discuss duties included in the Torah 

requiring spouses to ensure each other's wellbeing, current social programs that are addressing intimate 

partner violence in the local community, and will include a discussion of survivors' experiences of violence.

Panel members will include our own Rabbi Ed Elkin, as well as Naomi Parness from CTV Toronto, and Kimberly 

Anderson, a Social Worker with the Woman Abuse Program at Jewish Child and Family Services. They will be 

joined by  survivors of domestic abuse, who will share their experiences. 

For any questions about these events, please don't hesitate to contact us. 
Pippa Feinstein, Social Action Committee Chair  
socialaction@narayever.ca

SHUL MATTERS SOCIAL ACTION
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The First Narayever will host its annual all-ages 

Chanukah Party. In keeping with the past few year's 

successful “Meal and a Movie” theme, Rachel will 

fete us with her specialty, an Italian meal, plus 

sufganiyot. 

Movies and popcorn will follow; one for the children 

downstairs and another for the adults in the 

sanctuary. 

Join us and be surrounded by warmth and friends in 

the Narayever community as we joyously light the 

menorahs, sing Chanukah songs, spin the dreidels 

and listen to the Chanukah story by the glowing light 

of our Chanukiot. 

All are welcome. Please bring your Chanukiah for 

lighting.

CHANUKAH PARTY
ITALIAN DINNER and a MOVIE

Saturday, December 24, 2016

Starting with Havdalah at 5:30 pm

RSVP to Jill Magen
celebrations@narayever.ca  

A huge thank you to Aaron MacRitchie, Ido 

Rumianek (Camp Gesher Shaliach), and the 

reliable regulars who show up without being 

asked, tools in hand year after year: Dany 

Benishai, Max Dublin, Jim Davis and Gary 

Lichtblau for erecting the Sukkah. 

Thank you to Erica Webb and her son Jacob, 

Janis Rubenzahl, Keren Brown and her sons 

Benjamin and Leo, and Howard Buckstein and 

his children, Isaac and Dalia. 

A special thank you to Rachel Zilberg for 

preparing delicious, nutritious festive fall meals 

to eat in the Sukkah.

THANK YOU
To the Sukkah Construction Team

SHUL MATTERS CELEBRATIONS

Thank you as well to the B’nei mitzvah youth who 

painted the canvas with lively streamers under 

Sabrina Friedman's guidance.

Jill Magen
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This is to extend our heartfelt thanks to all those who worked so hard for months planning and coordinating 

every detail of the High Holy Day services and to all those who led or participated in services at both the shul and 

the Miles Nadal Jewish Community Centre.

Hundreds of people were involved working hundreds of hours. Because this column is limited to only 350 words 

we are regrettably unable to thank each of you personally in this space. 

Thank you to those who provided moral, ethical and spiritual leadership; to those who worked long hard hours 

in the shul office in administration and in preparing tickets; to those who worked on the creative side preparing 

posters, cards, website, Facebook, Internet and other forms of advertising; to those who assisted with 

budgeting issues; to those who prepared the Narayever Net and the Narayever Newsletter; to those who liaised 

with the various contractors to clean the carpets and windows at the shul, provide carpeting, chairs, drapery, 

flowers, etc. at the Mnjcc; to the Leyning and Davening Co-ordinators who filled over 100 positions throughout 

the three days of services at two locations and to those of you who filled those positions; to those who acted    

as Leaders of the Adult Services and the Adult Concurrent Programming; to those who distributed honours 

throughout the services; to the Shofar Sounders; to the Members of the Choir; the Page Turners; to those      

who led fundraising appeals for Narayever and for the Social Action Committee and those who collected 

pledges; to those who transported the Torahs from shul to MNjcc and back again, to those who organized       

the Food Bank drive;  to those who assumed the task of organizing ushers and those who acted as ushers; to the 

Family And Youth Engagement Co-ordinator and Chair of the Youth Committee; to the Leaders of the Family 

Services; to the Teen Leaders of the Programs for Children and Youth, hall monitors; and to those whose role 

may inadvertently not be listed here.  

Thank you.  May we all be inscribed in the books of life and health. 

Rosalyn Train, High Holy Day Coordinator, 
with support from Shayne Robinson 
hhd@narayever.ca
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Rosh Hashanah Appeal: Todah Rabah!

Your generosity during the Rosh Hashanah Appeal, which specifically raises 

additional funds for the shul's ongoing operations, is very much appreciated. 

Thank you to everyone, members as well as non- members at the MNjcc and 

the shul, who pledged funds to assist the Narayever to keep our membership fees and High Holy Days ticket 

prices as low as possible, and to offer an enhanced level of programming and support for both adults and youth.

Thank you to Benjy Cohen, Jane Rimmer, Peter Gold, Micky Fraterman and others for collecting the pledges at 

the shul.  Thank you to Shelley Adler, David Barkin, Stephen Benjamin, Miriam Diamond, Pippa Feinstein, Aaron 

MacRitchie and others for collecting at the MNjcc.  

If you were not able to make a donation on Rosh Hashanah, you can still do so by calling the shul office or by 

going online at any time at www.canadahelps.org and searching for First Narayever. You can request that your 

donation be assigned to the Rosh Hashanah Appeal Fund. This year we will be acknowledging all donors to      

the Rosh Hashanah Appeal in a future newsletter.  If you do not wish to have your name listed, please contact 

the office.

Thank you for your ongoing support!

SHUL MATTERS FUNDRAISING

Lili Little and Lucille Narun 
Co-chairs, Fundraising Committee
fundraising@narayever.ca 

This year we collected 1015 lbs. from the shul and 1396 lbs. from the Mnjcc, 

totalling 2411 lbs. of food  for the Daily Bread Food Bank.

Thank you to everyone who gave us a friendly reminder from the pulpit and 

to all of you for your donations; they are greatly needed and appreciated. 

Yasher Koach!

In years past, we also had very successful food drives, collecting an average 

of 2,500 lbs. of food annually between 2007 and 2015.

Next year let us surpass our record and share more than 3000 lbs. of food!

Kathryn Polson Ferguson 

ggg

ggg

ggg

ggg

YOM KIPPUR NARAYEVER’S FOOD DRIVE
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It has been a busy couple of months for Membership. It was thrilling to welcome many new members to our 

community in advance of the Yamin Tovim and  we hope that many High Holy Day ticket buyers will avail themselves 

of the opportunity to apply their ticket purchases to the cost of a membership. We will be continuing our tradition of 

formally welcoming new members at a special Havdallah service to be held at Rabbi Ed’s and Linda’s home in January. 

Our Shul is actively seeking new members and everyone is urged to play their part in this venture. Please encourage 

friends and relatives to come out one Shabbat and experience what the Narayever has to offer .

At Narayever our philosophy is that no member should ever be turned away as a result of their inability to pay the full 

dues. I spoke to a number of members over the past few months who find themselves in difficult financial situations. I 

am pleased to report that in every instance we were able to work out payment arrangements that allowed these 

members to continue as part of our Shul community. These arrangements were made with an emphasis on 

confidentiality, compassion, dignity and respect. It is difficult to ask for help and it is a mitzvah for us to provide it. 

Unfortunately, we do not know how many members are unable to pay the full dues and instead of seeking help 

simply leave the shul. I would encourage anyone in this situation to contact me or the Rabbi.

Many members generously supported our Membership Subsidy Fund when renewing their memberships. This fund 

allows us to subsidize members who can’t pay full fees. Please continue to support this fund throughout the year.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Marsha, Ariella, Candice and Lev for all their efforts in processing 

membership renewals. Also, thanks to Alexa Sulzenko for again coordinating the High Holy Day meal matching 

program; Mary Lou Smith for organizing the November Community Shabbat Dinner; and Francine Dick for continuing 

to spearhead our Social Program Committee.

SHUL MATTERS MEMBERSHIP & SHUL COMMUNITY 

David Barkin, Chair
membership@narayever.ca

Please join us to celebrate the winter season and a special Shabbat.... 
interesting conversation, tasty seasonal treats and the warm feeling that 
community brings….. special comfort food menu! Shake off the 
impending winter blues... bring your family and/or friends and come on 
out on November 18th. 

Cost: $65 max. per family        $20 adult (13+)        $15 child (6-13)        Kids 5 & under - Free. 

Call the office at 416.927.0546 to book your spot, space is limited! 
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It has been a tremendously exciting start to the year in my new role here at the Narayever. 

As your new Family and Youth Engagement Coordinator (FYEC), I have been working 

closely with Rabbi Ed, the Board, Youth Committee, Celebrations Committee, Israel 

Committee, High Holy Days Committee and our current Bat/Bar Mitzvah families to 

ensure that we are offering exciting, relevant programming for the children and youth of our community. Below 

you'll find information on leadership opportunities as well as ongoing and upcoming programming for a range 

of age groups.

     BAT/BAR MITZVAH CLASS

We've had a great start to the Bat/Bar Mitzvah class this year. There are 15 kids in the group, and we are having a 

lovely time learning about coming of age and what that means in the Jewish community. In honour of Sukkot, 

we engaged in “hiddur mitzvah” or “beautifying the mitzvah” by sitting in the Narayever Sukkah and painting 

the canvas walls. I hope that  you were able to visit the shul's Sukkah this year to see our class's gorgeous work 

and feel the positive impact we've had in our community. Big thanks to Jill Magen-Lichtblau for providing the 

fabulous idea and needed supplies for this project.

     SHABBAT MORNING PROGRAMS

The teen leaders, ShinShinim and I are cooking up some exciting new approaches to creating and delivering 

programming on Shabbat. We're aiming to add additional groups to the ongoing B'Yachad [ages infant-7] and 

Netivot [ages 7-12]  in order to provide a more balanced approach to the needs of the children of our 

community. Please keep your eyes on the Narayever Net for up to date information as it becomes available.

     FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 

Are you hoping to get more involved in Jewish ritual and community but struggle to manage bringing your 

young children to Shabbat morning services? We have great news. Rabbi Ed, the youth committee, celebrations 

committee and I are very invested in coming up with creative ways to make space for young families in our 

Jewish programming that is age appropriate and meaningful. 

Here are some upcoming programs for you and your young children (ages infant-7 years):

A Monthly Young Families Havdallah, Saturdays, November 12 and December 10, 2016, from 6 pm - 7:30 pm: I 

will lead a monthly service. We'll enjoy a guitar and song filled, musical Havdallah service for young families that 

is meaningful and fun. Each Havdallah service will be followed by exciting activities and crafts that are age 

appropriate and connected to various Jewish themes. 

*Snacks will be served, but families are encouraged to have dinner beforehand.* 

SHUL MATTERS YOUTH CORNER
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SHUL MATTERS YOUTH CORNER

Young Families Tu B’Shvat B’Yachad, Saturday February 11, 2017, time TBD 

To accompany our typical Tu B'Shvat Seder at the shul, a Tu B'Shvat B'Yachad program will be led by Erica 

Denburg and me. Combining ritual concepts from the holiday and lots of fun, young children and their parents 

are sure to have a great time. Dinner will be included and the event will finish with Havdallah and a Tu B'Shvat 

sing-along. 

     TEENS 

Our Chalutzim program is geared to teens (grades 8 - 12) and gives them the chance to relax, socialize and   

enjoy programming that is created and tailored for their enjoyment. They also often lead the programming     

for the younger members of our community.  A major goal of Chalutzim programming is to give them the chance 

to meet and get to know our ShinShinim, Yuval and Yahav. Even if you are not a regular participant in the shul's 

leadership opportunities, you are warmly welcomed and encouraged to participate in our teen focused 

programming. Join Yuval and Yahav for our first Chalutzim (grades 8-12) program, which will take place Sunday 

Nov 20 in the evening. Exact details TBD, stay tuned.

Our first Chalutzim Shabbat will take place on Saturday morning December 3.  See you there.

Leadership Opportunities

Are you between the ages of 13 and 18 and looking to begin gathering 

some work experience? Interested in leading programming for the 

younger kids in the congregation? Committed to growing and 

developing as a leader, a young adult, a member of our awesome 

community? Looking for new and interesting challenges? Want to 

build up your resume? Need some extra cash or to complete those 

volunteer hours? We've got lots of wonderful, fun and fulfilling 

leadership opportunities at the shul and would love to hear from you. 

Under my guidance, teen leaders will develop new skills, hone the 

talents they already possess, and hopefully discover something new 

that they're great at. If you are interested in learning more about 

becoming a Teen Leader at the Narayever, please contact me or visit 

narayever.ca/youth-programs/ and fill out an application today.

Sabrina Friedman
sabrina@narayever.ca

Bar/Bat Mitzvah class 

painting the Narayever 

Sukkah

NOVEMBER, DECEMBER 2016              TISHREI, HESHVAN, KISLEV, TEVET 5777



16

NARAYEVER NEWS

SHUL MATTERS OUR SHINSHINIM

ShinShinim Alumni - Update

Yuval Gur, who was our shinshin in 2010-11, serves in the Israeli 

navy. He has recently been promoted to Executive Officer on 

his ship. This promotion involves responsibilities in addition to 

those he holds as Chief Engineer aboard the ship.

Dear Toronto Diary,

It has been 50 days since we arrived in this place. 

Everything is new and different. Some questions still remain, like: Why do they 
put maple syrup on everything? What is the deal with bagels and cream cheese? We are 
hoping to figure it all out soon.

As most of the Narayever congregation knows, we both came from small towns in Israel 
straight to the big city of Toronto; big city life is something very new for us. The TTC, the 
diversity of the food, the long streets, the language, the politeness and all the apologizing, all 
the time...

Something else that is new and we didn't expect was how welcomed we would feel. This is 
truly a home away from home. They told us that the first holiday away would be the hardest, 
but somehow between doing kids programs, experiencing the MNjcc services, and meeting 
a lot of the people who came, we felt like a part of the community and didn't miss home too 
much.

Last thing: we are very excited about our upcoming adult programs! We'll be hosting our first               
     / Chug Ivrit (“Hebrew Circle”) on Sunday November 27 from 7 pm - 9 pm. Also, our 

second movie night is coming up on Tuesday December 6 at 7 pm at the Narayever - we'll be 
screening the Israeli film “Noodle”. 

We can't wait to see everyone!

PS. Where we live in Israel it doesn't go below 0 in the winter, so this winter is a very exciting 
experience for us. If the congregation has any extra  winter coats or boots to lend us for the 
winter that would be great! Yuval wears a women's size 9/9.5 boot and Yahav wears a men's 
size 10/10.5. We both wear small/medium for jackets.

hug Ivrit

jjj

Until next time, Yahav and Yuval
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Do you have a favourite family food or recipe? Perhaps you have a 

short story to go with it. 

If so, please send your recipe, along with a few lines of how it came to 

you or why it's special, and we'll post it in the Narayever News; the only 

rule is please, keep it kosher. Photos are welcome too. Send your 

contributions to Leslie Carlin carlin.leslie.e@gmail.com (please use 

‘Narayever Recipe’ in the subject line). If we receive enough recipes, 

we can think about compiling them into a ‘Narayever Noshes’ 

cookbook. Thank you!

SHUL MATTERS

FOOD COMMITTEE

The First Narayever Food Committee.
food@narayever.ca

LIBRARY NEWS

We want to thank Keren Camenietzki for her many years of dedicated service as volunteer librarian 

of our shul's Daniel Camenietzki Memorial Library. Keren helped us both expand and focus           

our small but important Judaica collection, manage our periodicals, and professionalize our 

cataloguing system. Keren has now retired from this position, and has passed the baton to 

volunteers Lesley Turner and Joanne Patterson. Although our shelf space is limited, we do make 

acquisitions from time to time, and donations to the shul's Library Fund are most appreciated so 

that we can continue to acquire new resources. Next time you are in shul, check out our collection 

in the back office and in the back stairwell, and feel welcome to borrow a book or DVD that piques 

your interest and that can help you grow in your Jewish knowledge and understanding. 

Recently catalogued books in our shul library include: Anti-Judaism: The Western Tradition, by 

David Nurenberg, On the Move, an autobiography by Oliver Sacks; The Betrayers, a novel by David 

Bezmozgis; The Pope’s Dilemma, by Jacques Kornberg; As it is Written: Judaic Treasures from the 

Thomas Fisher Rare Book Library; In the Valley of the Shadow: On the Foundations of Religious 

Belief, by James Kugel.
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READING RECOMMENDATIONS

My first visit to Israel in 1985, I volunteered on a kibbutz in northern Galilee. 

Radiating youthful idealism and an insatiable curiousity about Zionism, I loved 

weeding the cotton fields most – the air there fresher than in the kibbutz's 

plastics factory. But probably the biggest benefit was our supervisor, a tall, 

rugged kibbutznik named Amnon, with a wicked sense of humour and ardent political views. Amnon 

had served in the recent Lebanese war (Israel having just withdrawn, leaving troops, however, in the slim 

“security zone” in southern Lebanon); he regularly dampened our optimism by proclaiming this war's folly, 

arguing passionately that Lebanon represented a fateful watershed, signaling the beginning of the end for a 

progressive Israel and democratic Zionism. 

Matti Friedman, who made aliyah from Toronto to Israel in the mid-1990s, takes up the story a decade later from 

where the prophetic Amnon left off. The kernel and inspiration of Friedman's story is his own military service in 

the late 1990s, specifically the time he spent on “the hill” in the zone, an Israeli army outpost called Pumpkin 

(Dla'at), three miles north of Beaufort Castle, an “island fortress in a sea of mist … the only place in the world, or 

a place not of this world at all.” But with a journalist's eye for detail, and based on later interviews with many 

who served on Pumpkin, Friedman also narrates the moving stories of this whole generation of youthful male 

recruits, describing their depressing day-to-day reality in this “non-war,” which has no name and no official 

monument to its fallen. Among the many, Friedman beautifully relates the story of Avi Ofner, the young 

philosopher-rebel who was uselessly killed, along with 72 others, in the tragic 1997 helicopter crash, thus 

becoming one of the many hundreds of Pumpkin's “flowers” (or victims). In addition, Friedman skillfully weaves 

in the story of the four kibbutz Mothers, who protested the war, and a poignant account of his return to 

Lebanon, as a civilian, decades later.

Soldiers' memoirs are painful to read, documenting as they do, in intimate detail, the horrors (and often futility) 

of war. Pumpkin Flowers is no exception; the WWI memoirs that Friedman cites (e.g. Wilfred Owen) seem to 

eerily parallel the experiences of Pumpkin's recruits: the monotony, exhaustion and homesickness. The 

awesome beauty of Lebanon's natural landscape (“hills of emerald, olive, and jade”) sharply contrasts with the 

ugliness of dun netting and concrete. The real protagonist of Friedman's story is, however, Pumpkin itself, that 

hilltop rectangle of earth, so vulnerable to Hezbollah attacks, guerrilla incursions. Pumpkin, in its quietness, 

even seemed to talk to Friedman, asking him “What are you doing here?” and ”Why don't you go home?” In fact, 

Freidman's message is that the Lebanese debacle ushered in a new Middle East, not the one of peaceful 

compromise imagined in the 1990s, but, instead, one of IEDs, suicide bombers, and new Israelis, ensconced in 

their private lives, allergic to ideology.

Pumpkin Flowers: A Soldier's Story
By Matti Friedman.  London:  Biteback Publishing, 2016.

Reviewed by Patricia Patchet-Golubev 
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An overview of Yiddish by Frieda Forman

Everybody loves Yiddish but few are familiar with its breadth and depth, its origins and expanse. Yiddish 

developed about 1000 years ago; over the centuries, it became the Lingua Franca of Ashkenazic civilization 

which arose in the German speaking territories during the medieval period. Migration, early on, took Yiddish as 

far south as Italy, north to Holland and eastward to Russia. It was carried to many other parts of the world by 

Eastern European Jewish immigrants and their descendants.  

Yiddish is a fusion of three major linguistic components: Semitic (Hebrew and Aramaic), Germanic and a 

Slavonic component of Eastern Europe; the greatest part of its vocabulary and syntax is Germanic.  Before the 

First World War, ninety percent of the world's Jewish population spoke or understood Yiddish; before the 

Holocaust, 11 million people spoke, read or wrote in Yiddish. Like all literature, Yiddish reflects a time and place. 

Tragically, the world that gave birth to Yiddish no longer exists. In our era, North America, Israel as well as Latin 

America and Australia have kept Yiddish alive. 

We would live in a state of darkness regarding the lives and history of our ancestors in Europe were it not for 

Yiddish literature, a literature depicting daily life in the shtetl, villages or in large urban communities; richly 

woven narratives are embedded in sources from the Tanakh, Talmud, liturgy and religious customs. This 

precious heritage gives us a kuk vinkl, a perspective on all aspects of life: family and education, political and 

social expression, many undergoing transformation as modernity encroached upon a traditional world.  In part, 

Yiddish is a world literature because of its depiction of Eastern European Jewish culture and history as well as its 

interweavement in European and North American history. The Fathers of Yiddish literature, as they are known, 

were Mendele Mokher Sforim, (1836-1917), Y.L.Peretz (1852-1915) and Sholem Aleichem (1859-1916), thus, 

modern, secular Yiddish literature reached its zenith and fell to its nadir in less than 150 years.       

In the post-Holocaust period, Yiddish was discussed in elegiac tones, understandably given the catastrophic 

circumstances of the loss of language and culture.  Since the latter part of the twentieth century however, we 

have seen Yiddish emerge in a new light, awakened as part of major political and intellectual changes, most 

significant are Feminist and Translation Studies.  Discovering Yiddish women writers (a subject in itself) has 

opened a vast territory of hidden history; re-examining Yiddish in the context of enlarged and varied categories 

of translation has greatly expanded its reach to students and younger scholars. Because of its irresistible, 

evocative and vibrant qualities, Yiddish has entered other languages, principally English and Hebrew.

Indication of increased interest can be seen in the presence, on the Internet, of Yiddish sources for study and 

exploration: Mendele and  In Geveb are accessible in English; The National Yiddish Book Center and YIVO are 

wonderful sites for opening  the door to Mame Loshn,  mother language. LONG LIVE YIDDISH!
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We warmly welcome to our community these New Members

Laura Baudot and Leeor Sommer and 

their children Rachel, Nathan and Simon

Sylvia Bashevkin

Daniel Chippin

Sarah Clairman

Harry Hazan

Melanie Segal and Daniel Stern and their 

children Emma and Samantha

Aaron MacRitchie

Sydney Muskat

Elizabeth Newald

Adam Richter

Zachariah Schnier and 

his son Owen

Jacob Shekter

Simone Vigod and 

Daniel Blumberger and their 

children Abigail and Robert

Come together for a relaxed, soulful, and playful 

Shabbat experience. Meet new families and old 

friends over a delicious communal dinner. LGBTQ 

families and allies of all ages, backgrounds, and Jewish 

affiliations are welcome. Dinner is preceded by 

musical Shabbat services with story-telling and 

dancing, led by David Gershon of Judy & David. After 

dinner, kids can explore multi-sensory Shabbat 

activities while grown-ups get more time to chat.

SHABBAT TOGETHER

LGBTQ Family Meal & Shabbat Celebration
Friday November 4 at the MNjcc

Services start at 5:30 pm, Dinner at 6:00 pm

Attend services at no cost.
Buy your tickets now! 416.924.6211 x 0

$10/adult; $5/child; babes in arms for free.

Presented by the Miles Nadal JCC, the First 

Narayever Congregation, Holy Blossom Temple, and 

Kulanu Toronto. Additional funding generously 

provided by Plug into PJ.

Info: Sharoni Sibony at sharonis@mnjcc.org or 416.924.6211 x 154.
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The shul gratefully acknowledges the following donations made to our various funds from mid-  to mid-October. 
We apologize in advance for any errors or omissions. Please inform the shul office so that a correction can be made. 

If you would like to make a donation to one of our funds, please call the shul office at 416.927.0546
We also accept donations via CanadaHelps,  and click on Narayever.

August

www.canadahelps.org

DONATIONS

BUILDING RENEWAL FUND

Medina Robbins and Glen Hoffmann, in honour of Ali Engel-

Yan’s 40th birthday

Marsha Frydenberg, in honour of Ariella Eben-Ezra and Steve 

Bibla's daughter Liya’s marriage in Israel to Avi Lewis, and 

welcoming them home to a full garden

The Narun Family, wishing mazel tov to Raffi and the Winters / 

Fingerhut family on the occasion of Raffi's Bar Mitzvah 

celebrated in Israel

Toby and Joel Yan, wishing mazel tov to Alison Engel-Yan, on her 

40th birthday

Harry Schachter, in memory of Ali Aber's mother, Judith Aber

Susan Starkman and Richard Gilbert, in memory of Judith Aber

Jennifer Cohen and Ryan Penn, in memory of Judith Aber

Lori Albert, Joel Yaphe, and family, in memory of Judith Aber

Anonymous, wishing mazel tov to Ali Engel-Yan on her 40th 

birthday

Edward Trapunski, in honour of the yahrzeit of his father 

Abraham Trapunski

Lesley Turner and Joanne Patterson, in memory of Ben Carniol’s 

sister Erica Cherney

Sarah Colman and Jared Peck, wishing happy 40th birthday to 

Ali Engel-Yan

Mitchell Marcus and Orrin Wolpert, in honour of Ali Engel Yan's 

40th birthday

Roz Train, wishing mazel tov to Linda and Roy Wise, on the birth 

of their granddaughter

Micky Fraterman, wishing mazel tov to Liz Bohnen and family on 

the engagement of her son Tony Lemire to Candice Litvack

Sharon Weintraub, in honour of the yahrzeit of her father Jacob 

Weintraub

Harry Schachter, in memory of Philip Berger's father Saul Berger

GENERAL FUND

Helene Valinsky, in memory of Lottie and Morris Valinsky

HESED

Anonymous

HUMASH FUND

Esther and Ben Geva, in memory of Esther's parents Sarah and 

Yehuda Brull

 MEMBERSHIP SUBSIDY FUND

Sherry and Richard Glazier, in honour of the yahrzeit of their 

son Daniel Glazier

Gary Clement and Gill Lefkowitz, in memory of Gary's parents 

Sunny and Max Clement

Sam Bucovetsky and Janet Sweatman, in memory of Sam's 

mother Roberta Bucovetsky

Michael Miloff, in memory of his parents Gloria and Harold 

Miloff

Jane Shapiro, in memory of Sidney Shapiro and Lora Shapiro

Lili Little and Mitchel Smith, in memory of Erica Cherney

Sylvia Solomon, in honour of the marriage of Josef Krief and 

Elle Macareg

Ann Komaromi, in honour of Rabbi Julia and the Narayever 

congregation, for supporting lay leaders in prayer

Janet Horowitz, in memory of Erica Cherney

Ronnie Levinson Burbank, in memory of her mother Ceceil 

Levinson

Aurora Mendelsohn and Louis Kalikow, in memory of Judith 

Aber

Aurora Mendelsohn and Louis Kalikow, in memory of Murt 

Davis

Medina Robbins and Glen Hoffmann, in memory of Judith 

Aber

Dagmar Niffler, in memory of Erica Cherney

Lili Little and Mitchel Smith, wishing  mazel tov to Rabbi Elkin 

and Linda Lipsky on Malka's graduation from 

University

Alana Johns and Bezalel Elan Dresher, in memory of Sara and 

Isidore Dresher

Sarah Colman and Jared Peck and family, in memory of Judith 

Aber

Shelly Weiss, in honour of the yahrzeit of her father Ernie 

Weiss

Sam and Mary Kohn, in honour of Zahava Kohn

Beth McAuley, in memory of her brother Stuart McAuley

Roz Train, in memory of her father Louis Train

Esther and Ben Geva, in memory of Erica Cherney

In support of the Narayever community: 

Robert Weinstein, Keren and Shalom Camenietzki, 

Sharon Weintraub, Ali Aber and Jeff Krusner, 

Jinks and Alan Hoffmann, Rhona Phillips and Ben Carniol, 

Donna and Clifford Orwin, Karen Weyman and Sid Feldman, 

Randee Pavalow, Elizabeth Ennis, Brenda and Gerald Enchin,

Tel Aviv 

 

hhh
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 cont’d - In support of the Narayever community: 

Rona Sherebrin and Glenn Rubinoff, Ricki and Steven Sharpe, 

Elena Cherney, Michael Daum, Lucille and Mickey Narun, 

Elana Segal and Phillip Maerov, Pazit Cahlon, Erin Pleet,

Cynthia Fisher and Ben Rothman, Jennet and Daniel Sandler, 

Avra Morein and Aaron Bottner, Tami and Marshall Korenblum, 

Susan Gitajn, Lesley Simpson and Mark Guttman, 

Rachel Melzel and Shayne Robinson.

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

Jo and Brian Pukier, in memory of David "Murt" Davis

Elyse Parker, in honour of Phyllis Berck's special birthday

Brian, Jo, Adam, Tali and Rachel Pukier, in memory of Judith 

Aber

Laraine and Neil Naft, in honour of Nan Weiner and Issie Lyon

Jennifer Cohen and Ryan Penn, in memory of Judith Aber

Sandra Kamenir, wishing mazel tov to Rabbi Elkin on 

completing his course of study at the Shalom Hartman Institute

Sandra Kamenir, in memory of Erica Cherney

Robin Penslar, in honour of the yahrzeit of her father Lewis 

Levin

Ariella Fuhrmann, Eric Grossman, Karynne Naftolin, Susan 

Sapiro, Rachel Urman and Dyanoosh Youssefi, in memory of 

Judith Aber, a tremendous teacher to all of us

Rhona Phiilips Carniol and Ben Carniol, wishing mazel tov to 

Ruth Rohn and Paul Pascal on the birth of their grandson

Janet, Tammy and Sharon Brooks, in memory of their mother 

Shirley Brooks and in gratitude to the Rabbi and the 

congregation for their support this past year

Esther Levy, with thanks to Rabbi Elkin for officiating at the 

unveiling for Baruch

SHINSHINIM FUND

Marcia Beck and Mischa Levine, in memory of Murt Davis

Margie and Andy Gann, wishing mazel tov to Ted Overton on 

his 80th birthday

Margie and Andy Gann, in memory of Judith Aber

Difat Jakubovicz and Avi Schonbach, in memory of Erica 

Cherney

Sharon Drache, in memory of Judith Aber

Sharon Drache, in memory of Erica Cherney

Sharon Drache, in honour of David Hertzman's special birthday

Sharon Drache, in honour of Florence Hertzman's special 

birthday

Avi Schonbach, thanking Sarah Colman, Jared Peck, Morris, 

Shana and Yona, for being such wonderful hosts to Liad, our 

Shinshin

Avi Schonbach, thanking Georges Benarroch, Peter Prendergast 

and Sasha, for being such wonderful hosts to Ophir, our 

Shinshinit

SOCIAL ACTION FUND

Beck-Levine Family, in memory of Judith Aber

Howard Buckstein, in memory of his father David Buckstein

Sherry and Richard Glazier, in memory of Saul Berger

Marion Stendon and Allan Phillips, in memory of Erica Cherney

Susan Hoffmann, in memory of Saul Berger

SAC/Refugee Sponsorship Core Group, wishing heartfelt mazel 

tov to Leora Wise and Shaul Ellenbogen, on the occasion of the 

birth of their daughter Shir Giselle

Noa Mendelsohn-Aviv and family, in memory of Saul Berger

SIDDUR LEV SHALEM DEDICATION

Stuart and Joan Schoenfeld, In honour of the birth of their 

granddaughter Fay Dvash Hyman 

Stuart and Joan Schoenfeld, in honour of the marriage of 

Devorah Schoenfeld and David Dror

SUKKOT LUNCHEON

Lili Little and Mitchel Smith, in honour of the community

TORAH FUND

Anita Shir-Jacob and Cyril Press, in memory of Judith Aber 

David, Tammy and Rachel Brooks, in honour of Sam Brooks 

starting his first year of university at McGill

WIDER COMMUNITY FUND

Janet Horowitz and Sol Hermolin, in honour of Micky 

Fraterman's special birthday

Sharon Drache, with condolences to Diane Keating on the loss 

of her dear brother Donald

Sharon Drache, congratulations to Murray and Adrienne 

Levinter on their new home

YOUTH FUND

Brenda and Jerry Enchin, wishing mazel tov to Leora Wise and 

Shaul Ellenbogen on the birth of their daughter Shir Giselle

Noa Mendelsohn-Aviv and family, in memory of Judith Aber
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President

Liz Bohnen president@narayever.ca

Vice President

vp@narayever.ca

Secretary

Roz Train secretary@narayever.ca

Treasurer

Stephen Benjamin treasurer@narayever.ca

Past-President

Harry Schachter pastpresident@narayever.ca

Adult Education

Reuven Shlozberg education@narayever.ca

Bar/Bat Mitzvah

Simon Houpt

Building

Gary Lichtblau building@narayever.ca

Communications

Susan Starkman communications@narayever.ca

Food  

food@narayever.ca

Fundraising

Lili Little & Lucille Narun   fundraising@narayever.ca
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Avi Schonbach

Lorne Cappe

Governance

Barry Pervin governance@narayever.ca

bbm@narayever.ca

Members of the Board of Governors 2016 - 2017

Hesed

Shelley Adler hesed@narayever.ca

membership@narayever.ca

Ritual Chair

Harvey Savage ritual@narayever.ca

Pippa Feinstein

Galina Vaisman

Tefillah Coach and Coordinator

Rabbi Emma Gottlieb tefillah@narayever.ca

Family & Youth Engagement Coordinator

Sabrina Friedman sabrina@narayever.ca

nnnnnb

nnnnnb

nnnnnb

nnnnnb

nnnnnb

nnnnnb

nnnnnb

nnnnnb

nnnnnb

nnnnnb

nnnnnb

High Holy Days

Roz Train hhd@narayever.ca

Israel

israel@narayever.ca

Membership & Shul Community

David Barkin

Social Action

socialaction@narayever.ca

Wider Community

Micky Fraterman widercommunity@narayever.ca

Youth

youth@narayever.ca

    STAFF

Rabbi Edward Elkin rabbi@narayever.ca

Administration

Marsha Frydenberg admin@narayever.ca

Ariella Eben-Ezra narayever@gmail.com

Sheldon Howard

Our Condolences to...

Philip Berger, on the passing of his father Simon "Shimmy" Saul Berger

Paul Hemrend, on the passing of his father Bernard Hemrend
Leisa Hirtz, on the passing of her father Neil McKinnon

Janis Rusen, on the passing of her father Aubrey Rusen

Melanie Segal, on the passing of her father Haskell Segal

Ed Weinberg, on the passing of his mother Joan Weinberg
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KIDDUSH SPONSORS and DONATIONS

AUGUST 6, 2016

A donation to the kiddush fund was made by Sue Weinstein 

and Shaun Singer, in memory of Mitch Davis's father Murt 

Davis.

AUGUST 13, 2016

Donations to the kiddush fund were made by Norma 

Latsonas, in honour of the yahrzeit of her mother Ceila Lees; 

Gerald Simon, in honour of the yahrzeit of his father Meyer 

Simon; Rachel and Rabbi Joseph Ben-David, in honour of the 

yahrzeit of Joseph's father Eliyahu Ben-David.

AUGUST 20, 2016

A donation to the kiddush fund was made by May and Daniel 

Friedman, in memory of Ali Aber's mother, Judith Aber.

AUGUST 27, 2016

Donations to the kiddush fund were made by Beverly Harris, 

in honour of the yahrzeit of her father Charles Samuel Lewis; 

Isabel and Mendl Malkin, in memory of Ben Carniol's sister 

Erica Cherney; Lillian and Eric Mendelsohn, in memory of 

Erica Cherney; Trudy Shecter, in memory of Erica Cherney; 

Janet, Sharon and Tammy Brooks, in memory of their 

beloved mother Shirley Brooks and to mark the end of their 

11 months of kaddish; Rachel Melzer and Shayne Robinson, 

in memory of Judith Aber; Roz and Eliana Train, in memory of 

Judith Aber.

SEPTEMBER 3, 2016

Donations to the kiddush fund were made by Susan 

Starkman and Richard Gilbert, in memory of Judith Aber; 

Susan Starkman and Richard Gilbert, wishing mazel tov to 

Ruth Rohn and Paul Pascal, on the birth of their grandson; 

Andrea Most, Alan Ackerman, Max and Alice, in memory of 

Judith Aber; Dorothy Garfinkel, in honor of the engagement 

of Liz Bohnen's son Tony Lemire to Candice Litvack; Rosalind 

and Gary Judd, in memory of Erica Cherney.

SEPTEMBER 10, 2016

Donations to the kiddush fund were made by Ruth Masliyah 

and Michael Murray, wishing a wonderful school year to all 

the children of the Narayever community; Roy and Linda 

Wise, in honour of the birth of their granddaughter Shir 

Giselle Ellenbogen; Elaine and Peter Gold, in memory of Erica 

Cherney; Elaine and Peter Gold, in memory of Deborah 

Fisher's mother Esther Safer Fisher; 

Lillian and Eric Mendelsohn, in honour of Ruth Rohn and Paul 

Pascal's grandson Lev Morley Ravid; Susan and Karen 

Hoffman and family, wishing mazel tov to Liz Bohnen on her 

son Tony Lemire's engagement to Candice Litvack; Phil Aber 

and Ali Aber, in memory of their mother and wife Judith Aber, 

and to mark the end of the Shloshim (Thirty Days); Olga 

Palmateer, in memory of Judith Aber; Olga Palmateer, in 

memory of Erica Cherney; Jennifer Paton-Smith, in memory of 

her beloved teacher Judith Aber; Jennifer Paton-Smith and 

Sander Smith, in honour of the 54th wedding anniversary of 

Jennifer's parents, Saul and Linda Paton; Rochelle, David, 

Candice and Alex Barkin, welcoming Sabrina Friedman to the 

Narayever.

SEPTEMBER 17, 2016

Donations to the kiddush fund were made by Jordana Kashin 

and Jordan Novack, in honour of their aufruf and upcoming 

wedding; Micky Fraterman, in honour of the yahrzeit of her 

father Justus Oostra; Francine Dick, thanking Rachel for her 

yummy meals; Brian Blumenthal and Lisa Mendelson, in 

honour of the yahrzeit of Brian's father Sidney Blumenthal;  

Hannah and Marvin Sherebrin, in honour of Ezra Rubinoff's 

birthday, in honour of their 50th wedding anniversary, and 

wishing Shanah Tovah to the entire congregation; Rachel 

Zilberg, thanking Jill Lichtblau, Jackie Silverberg, and other 

volunteers that helped out on Shabbat, September 10 -- you 

saved the day!; Anita Shir-Jacob and Cyril Press, in honour of 

the yahrzeit of Anita's mother Ada

SEPTEMBER 24, 2016

Kiddush: Stephanie and Tom Steen, in honour of Michelle and 

Nicole becoming B'not Mitzvah.

Donations to the kiddush fund were made by Alisa Weyman, 

in honour of the yahrzeit of her father Leo Hornung; Janet, 

Tammy and Sharon Brooks, in memory of their mother Shirley 

Brooks and in gratitude to the Rabbi and the congregation for 

their support this past year; Peikang Dai, with gratitude to 

Rabbi Ed and Linda Lipsky, and the entire community; Miriam 

Diamond, in memory of Ed Weinberg's mother, Joan 

Weinberg; Isabel and Mendl Malkin, wishing Rabbi Ed, Linda, 

Malka and Tali, a happy and healthy New Year; Isabel and 

Mendl Malkin, thanking Rachel Zilberg for her wonderful 

kiddushim; Elaine and Peter Gold, in memory of Joan 

Weinberg; Sheldon Silverman, in honour of the yahrzeit of his 

mother Ruth Silverman; Max Dublin, in memory of Joan 

Weinberg. 

 Katzman.
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Kislev 5 Sol Feferman father of Irv Feferman
Kislev 5 Sima Schonberg mother of Arnold Schonberg
Kislev 6 Regina Beiser mother of Morton Beiser
Kislev 6 Eva Rubenzahl mother of Sam Rubenzahl
Kislev 7 Mina Katz mother of Steve Katz
Kislev 8 Alexander Chernick father of Lili Little
Kislev 8 Irving Feder father of Allan Feder
Kislev 8 Nechama Schlanger sister of Miriam Schlanger
Kislev 8 Lillian Starkman mother of Harvey Starkman
Kislev 9 Edah Goldstein mother of Evelyn Schaefer
Kislev 9 Sydney Phillips father of Rhona Phillips-Carniol
Kislev 9 Burton Weiser father of Kalman Weiser
Kislev 10 Molly Lyon mother of Israel Lyon
Kislev 10 Wilfred Yaphe father of Joel Yaphe
Kislev 12 Jack Goldberg father of Lucille Narun
Kislev 13 Samuel Palef father of Allan Palef
Kislev 14 Pinchas Chai Sofioff father of Rachel Jacobus
Kislev 14 Goldie Title mother of Nancy Sternberg
Kislev 14 Isaac Yomstock father of Estelle Schacter
Kislev 15 Devorah Dublin sister of Max Dublin
Kislev 15 Stephen Roth husband of Sheila Roth, father of 

Ava Roth, Dara Roth Edney and 
Elie Roth

Kislev 16 Norbert Loewenstein husband of Ursula Loewenstein
Kislev 16 Albert Peretz father of Smadar Peretz
Kislev 17 Eleanor Ruth Leikin granddaughter of Rosalie Shapiro 

and Steven Leikin
Kislev 17 Esther Matlow mother of Anne Matlow Bohnen
Kislev 17 Solomon Nusbaum father of Ruth Leneman
Kislev 18 Joseph Louis Silverman father of Melvin Silverman
Kislev 19 Arnold Clairman husband of Holli-Ellen Clairman
Kislev 19 Abraham Press father of Cyril Press
Kislev 21 Lila Zuker mother of Elaine Gold
Kislev 22 Gerald Smith father of Mitchel Smith
Kislev 22 Rose Weyman mother of David Weyman
Kislev 23 Irwin Fisher father of Deborah Fisher
Kislev 24 David Isaac husband of Barbara Schacter
Kislev 24 Isaac Jacobson father of Edythe Jacobson
Kislev 24 Alex Rothman father of Ben Rothman
Kislev 25 Molly Weinstein mother of Earl Weinstein
Kislev 26 Aryeh Haimovitz husband of Phillis Willer
Kislev 27 Gail Dublin mother of Max Dublin
Kislev 27 Peter Harris husband of Beverly Harris
Kislev 28 George Fineberg father of Sharon Freeman
Kislev 29 Frooma Epstein mother of Aura Kagan
Kislev 29 Margot James mother of Frances Enchin
Kislev 29 Morris Kamenir father of Sandra Kamenir
Kislev 29 Sidney Levinson father of Ronnie Levinson 

Burbank
Kislev 29 Alice Nusbaum wife of Mitchell Brown and 

sister of Ruth Leneman
Kislev 29 Stella Rimmer mother of Jane Rimmer
Kislev 29 Connie Robinson mother of Brenlee Robinson 

and Shayne Robinson
Tevet 1 Rachel Edelson mother of Joel Edelson
Tevet 1 Willem Evan Murray brother of Michael Murray
Tevet 1 Dova Beryl Savan mother of Robert Savan
Tevet 1 Sophie Yomstock mother of Estelle Schacter
Tevet 2 Bessie Leah Bobrow mother of Karen Bass
Tevet 2 Anne Landau mother of Reva Landau
Tevet 2 Albert Joseph Presement father of Ricki Grushcow
Tevet 2 Jack Schoenfeld father of Stuart Schoenfeld

We acknowledge the following yahrzeit anniversaries which occur during the coming months.

Tishrei 30 Izaak Jacob Cvi father of Anna Teper
Heshvan 3 Albert Fineberg father of Rosalie Shapiro
Heshvan 3 Allan Graham father of Janice Graham
Heshvan 4 Al Hershkovitz father of Linda Hershkovitz
Heshvan 4 Morris Myers father of Louis Myers
Heshvan 5 Abram Krusner father of Jeffrey Krusner
Heshvan 5 Miriam Sussman mother of Tamara Sussman
Heshvan 5 Ben Willer father of Phillis Willer
Heshvan 8 Joseph Horowitz father of Sylvia Solomon
Heshvan 8 Aaron Lowenstein father of Marjorie Gann
Heshvan 9 Itzchak Isser father of Naomi Sharir
Heshvan 10 Rose Benjamin Schwartz mother of Stephen Benjamin
Heshvan 10 Nita Frenkel wife of Bernard Feder
Heshvan 10 Geraldine Josephine Hundert mother of Sherri Palef
Heshvan 11 Malka Johles mother of Frieda Forman
Heshvan 11 Adele Rosenberg mother of Mona Kornberg
Heshvan 11 Karen Schonbach mother of Maya Schonbach
Heshvan 12 Julius Leikin father of Steven Leikin
Heshvan 13 Patty Cappe mother of Lorne Cappe and 

Mel Cappe
Heshvan 13 Markus Hirsz father of Abraham Hirsz
Heshvan 13 Toba Korenblum mother of mother of Chana 

and Jacob Korenblum
Heshvan 14 Michel Camille uncle of Francine Watkins
Heshvan 14 Rose Kotzer mother of Betty Colt
Heshvan 15 Daully Polson mother of Kathryn Polson 

Ferguson
Heshvan 17 Sadie Naft mother of Neil Naft
Heshvan 18 Sarah Rifka Kerzner mother of Albert Kerzner
Heshvan 19 Samuel Fisher father of Cynthia Fisher
Heshvan 19 Isaac Kanter father of Ron Kanter
Heshvan 19 Stewart Silver husband of Justine Silver
Heshvan 20 Israel Harry Fox father of Mark Fox
Heshvan 20 Sally Presement mother of Ricki Grushcow
Heshvan 20 Maru Fantl Werner mother of Daniel Traub-Werner
Heshvan 21 Arthur Levita father of Ursula Loewenstein
Heshvan 21 Steven Lichtblau father of Gary Lichtblau
Heshvan 21 Ernest Jerome Weiss father of Shelly Weiss
Heshvan 22 Daniel Camenietzki son of Shalom and 

Keren Camenietzki
Heshvan 22 Julius Landau father of Reva Landau
Heshvan 23 Salmon Isaac James father of Frances Enchin
Heshvan 23 Michael Mandel husband of Karen Golden
Heshvan 23 Jack Starkman father of Harvey Starkman
Heshvan 24 Harry Golden father of Ronald Golden
Heshvan 24 Harry Silverberg father of Jackie Silverberg
Heshvan 26 Rachel Kofsky sister of Lawrence Lofchick
Heshvan 26 Belmore Weinstein father of Sue Weinstein
Heshvan 27 Cela Kuperhause mother of Jacob Kuperhause
Heshvan 27 David Weidman father of Michael Weidman
Heshvan 28 Ethelda Weinstein mother of Sue Weinstein
Heshvan 29 Marion Meacham mother of Tirzah Meacham
Kislev 1 James Blugerman father of Olga Palmateer
Kislev 1 Bernard Mass father of Philip Mass
Kislev 1 Stewart Saxe husband of Dianne Saxe
Kislev 2 Minnie Kamenir mother of Sandra Kamenir
Kislev 2 Israel Lichtshein father of Dan Mendelsohn-Aviv
Kislev 3 Clara Klein mother of Jack Klein
Kislev 3 Donna Schachter wife of Harry Schachter
Kislev 4 Edward Ezra Cohen brother of Ben Carniol
Kislev 4 Myles Sheldon Robinson father of Brenlee Robinson 

and Shayne Robinson
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NOVEMBER 2016
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

5

12

19

26

11

18

25

10

17

24

9

16

23

8

15

22

7

14

21

28

6

13

20

27

Heshvan 4

Heshvan 11

Heshvan 18

Heshvan 25

Heshvan 10

Heshvan 17

Heshvan 24

Heshvan 9

Heshvan 16

Heshvan 23

Heshvan 8

Heshvan 15

Heshvan 22

Heshvan 7

Heshvan 14

Heshvan 21

Heshvan 6

Heshvan 13

Heshvan 20

Heshvan 27

Heshvan 5

Heshvan 12

Heshvan 19

Heshvan 26

Noach

Lech Lecha

Vayera

Chayey Sarah

Services 9 am

 

Sam Levi-Abramsky 
Bar Mitzvah
Holocaust Edu. Week 
program after kiddush

Services 9 am
Kensington Grdns., 11am
Environmental Panel 
after kiddush
         

Services 9 am

Services 9 am
Kensington Grdns., 11am
Post Kiddush program 
with Frieda Forman

Services 6 pm

Services 6 pm

4:37

4:30

4:26

Shacharit 9 am

God and the Big Bang
11:30 am

Shacharit 9 am

Board Meeting, 7 pm
 

fff

fff

Medical Assistance in 
Dying Program, 11 am

29 Heshvan 28

Services 6 pm

30 Heshvan 29

Shacharit 9 am

CSA 4 - 7 pm

CSA 4 - 7 pm

CSA 4 - 7 pm

5:45

4
Services 6 pm

Heshvan 33 Heshvan 2

CSA 4 - 7 pm

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Class 5:15

Shacharit 9 am Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Class 5:15

DECEMBER 2016
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

3

10

17

24

9

16

23

8

15

22

7

14

21

6

13

20

5

12

19

26

4

11

18

25

Kislev 3

Kislev 10

Kislev 17

Kislev 24

Kislev 9

Kislev 16

Kislev 23

Kislev 8

Kislev 15

Kislev 22

Kislev 7

Kislev 14

Kislev 21

Kislev 6

Kislev 13

Kislev 20

Kislev 5

Kislev 12

Kislev 19

Kislev 26

Kislev 4

Kislev 11

Kislev 18

Kislev 25

Toldot

Va’Yetze

Va’Yishlach

Services 9 am

 

Zoe Beiles Bat Mitzvah
First Chalutzim Shabbat

Services 9 am
Kensington Grdns., 11am
Young Families 
Havdalah 6 - 7:30

Services 9 am

Services 6 pm

Services 6 pm

4:22

4:23

4:27

Shacharit 9 am

Shacharit 9 am

Board Meeting, 7 pm
 

27 Kislev 27

Services 6 pm

2928 Kislev 29Kislev 28 30 Tevet 1

Shacharit 9 am

Services 6 pmCSA 4 - 7 pm

CSA 4 - 7 pm

CSA 4 - 7 pm

4:32

4:23

2
Services 6 pm

Kislev 21 Kislev 1

CSA 4 - 7 pm

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Class 5:15

Shacharit 9 am

2 Heshvan 11 Tishrei 30

31 Tevet 2

Miketz

Rabbi's Class 
“Dilemmas of Faith”

7 pm

Rabbi's Class 
“Dilemmas of Faith”

7 pm

Rabbi's Class 
“Dilemmas of Faith”

7 pm

Rabbi's Class 
“Dilemmas of Faith”

7 pm

Rabbi's Class 
“Dilemmas of Faith”

7 pm

Info Session about 
shul trip to Israel & Berlin

5 pm

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Class 

Shabbat Dinner 

Panel on Violence 
Against Women

7 pm

Community 
Shabbat Dinner

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Class 5:15

Va’yeshev

Hanukah
2nd candle

Hanukah
3rd candle

Hanukah
4th candle

Hanukah
5th candle

Hanukah
6th candle

Hanukah
7th candle

Hanukah
8th candle

Hebrew Circle with 
the ShinShinim

7 pm

Movie Night with 
the ShinShinim

7 pm

Young Families 
Havdalah 
6-7:30pm
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LGBTQ program 
at Mnjcc 

 by 
the Narayever
co-sponsored

Services 9 am
Kensington Gardens 11am
Hanukah, first candle
Shul Hanukah Party, 
                          5:30 pm


