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MAY 2013
3 Community Shabbat Dinner 6 pm

10 Rosh Chodesh Services 7 am

5 Mitzvah Day Activities 11 am – 6 pm

5 Chalutzim Program and Dinner 4 – 6 pm

6, 13 & 27      Peoplehood Adult Ed Series 7 – 9 pm

14 Tikkun Leil Shavuot at the MNjcc 8 pm – 6 am

15 Shavuot Services 9 am

16 Shavuot Services 9 am with Yizkor

25 Post-kiddush talk with Josh Fogel

26 Walk with Israel 9 am

26 Doors Open Toronto at the shul 10 am – 5 pm

JUNE 2013
1 Post-kiddush talk with Stuart Schoenfeld

2 Chalutzim Program - The Amazing Race 

3 Peoplehood Adult Ed Series 7 – 9 pm

9 Table at the Annex Festival on Bloor 11 am – 6 pm

14 Canamica Shabbat in the Woods

15 Farewell Shabbat for our Shinshinim

23 Annual General Meeting 7 pm

30 March in the Gay Pride Parade with Kulanu Toronto
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meeting with their supervisors in the same space in which 

our kiddush is being prepared. We are continuing to study 

our options but it is a slow process. We will keep you 

informed as progress is made. 

A number of Board members are retiring this year after 

giving their time and talents to our community. We will 

miss Janet Horowitz, our Board secretary, Peter Gold, chair 

of Adult Education, Ellen Friedland and 

Andrea Most (co-chairs of the Food 

Committee), Avi Schonbach (Hesed),  Scott 

Greene and Sarah Lambert (Youth) and Glenn 

Rubinoff (Communications). On behalf of the 

Board and representing the membership I 

want to thank you all for doing so much to 

make the Narayever a better place. 

Special thanks to our outgoing Past 

President, Julia Gluck. Julia has continued to 

do far more than she was required as Past 

President. She has acted as the 

administrative staff co-ordinator, has been our newsletter 

editor and our shinshinim supervisor, as well as chair of 

the Nominations Committee. Julia, I want to thank you for 

giving so much of yourself to the service of the shul. 

Rabbi Elkin has been my rock when things got tough. I 

have been the fortunate recipient of his thoughtful 

wisdom and he has always come through with 

recommendations and advice when I needed it. Thank you 

so much, Rabbi Ed.

I want to thank the whole Narayever Board for the 

privilege of working with such terrific people. The high 

level of calm discussion and debate at our meetings was 

energizing for me. We will soon see Vice-President Harry 

Schachter from the bima as our new President. Harry has 

been heavily involved in all aspects of our shul governance 

during his two-year tenure and I am sure he will bring a 

fresh outlook and vigour to his new position. I wish you 

well, Harry.

Thanks to everyone for your support over the last two 

years. Getting to know so many of you and working with 

you has been one of the great joys of being the President. 

It has been a pleasure and a blessing serving you.

Dear Friends,

This is my last newsletter message as Narayever President. 

As the maxim goes, when you are having fun, time flies by. 

Well, it has not all been fun but it has not been that 

difficult burden that some had imagined.  We are 

constantly reminded that, as we grow older, it is mentally 

healthy to be in situations that are challenging, need 

problem solving, require weighing options 

and arrive at solutions. That defines the 

Presidency.

Let's look back at some of those events that 

required some of the above pre-requisites 

for mental health.  A number of issues and 

accomplishments come to mind. Our 

congregation-wide debate over the 

sustainable food initiative was dealt with 

openly and vigorously. We are enjoying the 

fruits of that endeavour. 

Our new website came on-line and we now 

have five ways to communicate with our membership: 

Narayever Net, website, our new Facebook presence, the 

Narayever News and pew sheets. Our successful 

shinshinim program is being continued for another year; 

and a redesigned entrance to the Narayever section of the 

Bathurst Lawn cemetery is proceeding. We have revised 

our Bar/Bat Mitzvah handbook and the guidelines for use 

of our shul space by non-member groups and individuals. 

Our shul will have a defibrillator installed early in June, 

something we hope will never have to be used. We have 

debated our shul's response to the United Church 

resolution on boycotting Israel, renewed the rabbi's 

contract, expanded the Shabbat morning leyning to enable 

more participatory member involvement and we have a 

new siddur for our youth aged seven and up. Our 

centennial plans are continuing apace. 

These are just a few of the many more items that your 

various committees and Board have dealt with over the 

last two years. Our shul is a dynamic community with 

many activities, often going on at the same time. There is 

increasing concern that our usable space is growing 

“tighter”. It is a blessing that our youth cohort is growing. 

However, walking about our building on a typical Saturday 

morning you would see how crowded we are, especially 

downstairs in the social hall where our very young are 
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president@narayever.ca
Joel Edelson
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The Jewish people has long experience with the spiritual 

problem of despair. The Book of Job, for example, depicts a 

man who has lost his wealth, his health, and his family. At 

one point, Job cries out, “I am weary of my life; my speech 

give out; I will speak from the bitterness of my soul” (10:1). 

Similarly, the matriarch Rebecca cries out in despair during 

her painful pregnancy with Yaakov and Esav – “if it's like 

this, why do I exist?” (Gen.25:22). 

Passages like these show that our tradition 

can be a rich spiritual resource both for those 

who are trying to find grounds for hope, and 

for those who are living in despair.

As Rabbi (and former Narayever member) 

Elliot Kukla writes, “There is recognition in 

the Bible that while despair is painful, it is 

also a part of the human experience. These 

biblical figures are inspiring and important 

figures in Jewish tradition not despite their 

despair but rather because their desolate 

states of mind are so quintessentially human.” Yes, Passover 

is certainly a central part of Jewish tradition, but so too is 

Tisha B'Av – a day of mourning which contains little to no 

message of comfort.

I still believe our tradition wants us to err on the side of 

hopefulness where it is at all possible to imagine that a 

change for the better could happen. And sometimes we 

need to cling to our hope even when there are no rational 

grounds for it – the possibility of miracles is affirmed in 

Judaism even if we can't expect them to occur. But our 

tradition also recognizes that sometimes we reach a point 

where, in the face of reality, we accept that it is time to let 

go of our hope.  If it is for ourselves, we have a tradition and 

a community to lean on in our despair. If it is for someone 

we love, that is a time to just be with the person in their 

despair without trying to relieve them of it. Perhaps just 

being physically and/or emotionally present with them on 

this difficult journey will bring some measure of comfort as 

they live out the lives that Ribono Shel Olam has granted 

them.

May we all have the spiritual strength, in the face of our 

challenges, to hold on to our hope wherever possible, and 

to know how best to help those in our lives who need us 

most. 
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Dear Friends,

Many of you have known the pain of watching loved ones 

decline physically and/or mentally due to illness or old age. 

You have spoken with me about the challenges of caring for 

someone in this state, someone who needs constant care, 

someone who may not even recognize you any more, 

someone who is not going to get better.

I am going through this experience at this 

time as my mother Gertrude Elkin slips 

further and further into dementia. In the 

midst of her confusion, she knows her life 

isn't as it should be. And those of us who 

love her find it so hard to watch a woman 

who was always so strong, so vital, and so 

independent lose all those defining features, 

as her body and mind deteriorate.

As a man of faith, I generally try to maintain 

a hopeful and optimistic stance towards the 

challenges I encounter. In this approach to life, I find support 

in Jewish tradition and Jewish history. For example, Jewish 

holidays like Passover and Chanukah celebrate times in our 

history when seemingly hopeless situations turn around and 

there is a happy ending. 

The High Holy Days don't have a historical narrative, but the 

recurring theme of teshuvah on those powerful days 

emphasizes the idea that divine forgiveness is available for 

even our worst transgressions if we but repent – again, there 

is hope. 

And when I consider modern Jewish history, again the arc is a 

hopeful one. The State of Israel was established immediately 

following the most tragic period ever in Jewish history. 

Despite all the serious challenges Israel faces, or maybe 

because of them, we can and do still sing HaTikvah from our 

hearts – because in so many ways Israel represents hope for 

the Jewish people.

And so, supported by my tradition, I have made hopefulness 

my “default” state of being, both for myself and in my 

interactions with others. What do I do then, spiritually, in the 

face of a situation in which there is no hope? If my mother's 

illness were such that there was hope that she could get 

better again, I would move into my naturally encouraging, 

“look on the bright side” mode. But what if for her there is 

no longer a bright side, but rather only the question of how 

much longer she will suffer?

NARAYEVER NEWS
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rabbi@narayever.ca
Rabbi Ed Elkin
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All monies raised from the event this year will be going 

to Northern Starfish, a Canadian charity started by a 14-

year-old boy to help kids in Northern Ontario, and to 

Micha, an Israeli foundation helping hearing impaired 

kids and adults.

And what would Purim be without Hamentashen? 

Carnival-goers were able to feast on the more than 600 

Hamentashen prepared by Narayever families during 

our annual Hamentashen bake. Our sincere thanks go 

out to everyone who turned out to roll dough, and fill 

and pinch our best batch of cookies ever. Many thanks 

go out as well to Rachael Cayley, Mitch Davis, Jill Magen 

and Gary Lichtblau for purchasing all the ingredients. 

Rachael C. also gets my personal Golden Spatula Award 

for the eight hours she spent alongside me in the 

kitchen on baking day. Well done, everyone.
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PURIM

Once again, Purim was a night to remember at the 

Narayever. The noise and the laughter, the costumes 

and the games, the smiling faces and outrageous 

costumes, all made for a particularly joyous occasion 

this year.

Certainly, a high point of the evening was the inspired 

“Muppet Show” parody Purim spiel, written and 

directed by Noa and Dan Mendelsohn-Aviv.  Let's give 

them and the talented troupe of shmactors another big 

standing ovation.

Ann Komaromi and Josephine were our official 

photographers this year. Thank you to Jill Magen and 

Gary Lichtblau for being our judges for the costume 

parade. Congratulations to all the winners – and let's 

give a special shout-out to Rabbi Ed for his particularly 

unique Purim fashion statement. It was an image none 

of us will soon forget.

Downstairs, the Narayever teens headed by Youth 

Coordinator Beth Komito-Gottlieb and our Shinshinim, 

Re'em and Adi, ran a high-spirited carnival. Thanks to 

Barbara Aufgang for helping with the supervision. That 

evening, $620 was raised from sales of Mishloach 

Manot, Wacky Mac, and carnival tickets. 

CELEBRATIONS
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Downtown Tikkun Leil Shavuot: All-Night Jewish Learning 

Festival at the Miles Nadal JCC (750 Spadina at Bloor) 

Tuesday, May 14, 8:00 pm - 6:00 am.

What are two great 

things that go great 

together? The 

Downtown Tikkun Leil 

Shavuot at the JCC and 

Narayever’s holiday 

celebrations, of course. 

Meet up at the corner of 

Sinai and Spadina for a full night of community, study, 

singing, snacking and more! The Downtown Toronto 

Jewish community gathers together to mark the occasion 

on which the ancient Israelites received the Torah at Sinai. 

Drop by for an hour or stay the whole night. Enjoy a 

variety of classes including: Torah and Talmud study, 

cooking, philosophy and Jewish meditation. Special 

programs for kids and teens. All are welcome! Free. 

Presented with Annex Shul, Congregation Beth Torah, City 

Shul, UJA Committee for Yiddish, Danforth Jewish Circle, 

Congregation Darchei Noam, Downtown Jewish 

Community School, First Narayever, Habonim Dror/Camp 

Gesher, Holy Blossom Temple, Jewish Family & Child, 

Kulanu Toronto, Limmud Toronto, Makom, Miles Nadal 

JCC, Nefesh HaHayim, Oraynu, Paul Penna DJDS, 

Congregation Shir Libeynu, and Shoresh.

www.mnjcc.org/tikkun

And after a night of learning, please join us at the shul for 

Shavuot services on Wednesday May 15 and Thursday 

May 16 at 9 am. Following the services each day, we will 

enjoy delicious dairy treats featuring local, sustainable 

ingredients. To support these special Kiddushim, please 

consider a donation in honour or memory of someone by 

contacting the shul office at 416.927.0546. 

B’Shalom,

Tim Beiser

SHAVUOT

celebrations@narayever.ca

Springtime is budget time again for the shul as we plan for 

the coming year from July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014.  The 

budget will be approved by the Board of Governors at its 

May meeting so that it can be sent out to all members at 

least 21 days before the AGM on June 23, 2013 for their 

seal of approval.

This is more than a number-crunching exercise to 

determine whether we can pay our bills.  It starts with 

each shul committee setting its plans for the year ahead, 

whether they are well-established or breaking new 

ground.  If new programs or activities are proposed, we 

need to estimate how much they will add to our costs.

My task is to put it all together to determine whether our 

current membership dues and anticipated HHD non-

member ticket revenue will be sufficient for us to do 

everything we plan to do.  If not, we have to make the 

same kind of choices we do with our own finances — will 

it be prudent to increase our annual dues or should we 

scale back or defer some of our plans for the coming year?  

The Board makes that decision and recommends the 

budget for approval by the members at the AGM.

But there is another significant unknown in planning the 

shul's finances — how much we will receive in donations 

over the coming year.  Fortunately, the level of giving has 

been increasing, and making donations to honour and to 

remember has become an established practice.  The 

generosity of members and non-members is much 

appreciated as a critical factor in balancing our books — 

may it continue to grow!

The other side of the budget is that once approved at the 

AGM, it becomes the financial blueprint for the coming 

year to guide the activities of each committee and the 

administration.  While the unexpected will happen beyond 

our control, the unexpected within our control needs to 

have prior Board approval.

So budgeting is sound planning and prudent financing 

enhanced with generosity that sets the stage for the year 

ahead and then doing it all again in a year's time.

David Weyman

TREASURER’S REPORT

treasurer@narayever.ca
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In March, the committee organized a very entertaining 

and informative Kosher wine-tasting program.  Then, in 

early April, we held our first Volunteer Appreciation 

Shabbat.  It was very inspiring to be together with over 

one hundred shul volunteers who came to celebrate. 

Many more are needed especially to serve on committees, 

so do consider contacting a committee chair. It's very 

rewarding to become involved in the community in this 

way.  On Friday, May 3 we will be holding our last 

Community Shabbat Dinner of the year.

On Sunday, June 9, 11:00 am to 6:00 pm, the shul will 

have a table at the Annex Festival on Bloor. This will be a 

great opportunity for us to chat with the community and 

to reach out to prospective new members. Stop by and 

visit or, better yet, volunteer to staff the table. If you're 

interested, email me for more details. 

Liz Bohnen
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HIGH HOLIDAYS 5774 MEMBERSHIP & SHUL COMMUNITY 

membership@narayever.ca

Would you like to help with the High Holy Day services 

this fall? We need leyners, haftarah readers, and service 

leaders. 

The earlier you                                                                        

sign up, the longer                                                                  

you have to get ready, and we can help you prepare if 

you’d like. If you're interested, please contact Dalia at 

dalia_margalit@hotmail.com. We’ll collect the requests 

and get back to you to confirm your participation.

Wishing you a sweet rest of 5773 and a great summer.

Kivi Shapiro

hhd@narayever.ca

N A R AY E V E R    N E W S

Newsletter Editors: 

Graphic Design & Production: Ariella Eben-Ezra 416.638.0777

Julia Gluck and Marsha Frydenberg 

Thanks to all contributors to this issue
of the Narayever News.
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Please visit us online at www.narayever.ca
We would love to hear from you!  
Please send comments to newsletter@narayever.ca

Mark Fox

Samantha Hill

Rachel Jacobus

Mark Jacoby

Anita and Albert Kerzner

Lillian and Eric Mendelsohn

Jessica Radin

Shelly and Colman Romalis 

Julia Gluck for 4 years of editing our shul newsletter. 

The newsletter is one of the most important ways we 
have to communicate with our membership, and Julia’s 
devotion, hard work and attention to detail has 
brought our newsletter to the next level in terms of 
content, look, and accuracy. 

This is Julia’s last newsletter in the position of editor. 

Rabbi Ed, Marsha Frydenberg, Ariella Eben-Ezra and 
Joel Edelson  

Thank you, Julia!
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Shul member Stuart Schoenfeld was pivotal in the 

transformation of the Narayever to a traditional-

egalitarian synagogue in the 1980's. It was his 

commitment to ensuring that there was a shul in 

downtown Toronto for Jews who wanted to daven in 

an egalitarian setting that set the stage for the 

renaissance of the Narayever that we are still 

enjoying today. Stuart's wife Joan was the founding 

principal of the Downtown Jewish Community School, 

where many of our shul families have sent their 

children for a Jewish education for over 30 years. 

Stuart and Joan are moving back to Baltimore this 

June to be closer to their family. We thank them for 

their extraordinary contributions to Jewish life in 

Toronto's downtown, and we wish them much good 

health and good fortune in this new stage of their 

lives. We look forward to honouring Stuart, and 

saying farewell, at Shabbat services on June 1.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF THE FIRST NARAYEVER,         

FOUR DECADES AGO 

by Stuart Schoenfeld

With preparations for the hundredth anniversary of 

the congregation underway, I've been reflecting on 

my history in the shul.  Joan and I came into the shul 

for the first time in late summer 1971.  It had taken 

us over a year after immigrating to get here.

When we immigrated in 1970, Toronto was a very 

different city.  It seemed a mix of the “modern” and 

the old-fashioned.  On the one hand, the political 

consolidation of the central city and the surrounding 

towns was accompanied by new suburbs and 

expressways.  On the other hand, Sunday was a 

window into the past.  Stores were legally required to 

close and liquor could only be served at a restaurant 

with a meal. 

CELEBRATIONS

ggg

SPECIAL FEATURE     TORONTO

We also saw the contrast with the abandonment of 

the central cities in the U.S.  In a fit of farsightedness, 

Toronto had built two subways lines.  Tens of 

thousands of shopkeepers prospered along major 

downtown streets.  Immigrants were still coming to 

the central city.  The professional class was 

discovering gentrification.  And the youth culture in 

Yorkville added an element of creative excitement.  

Friends from Cleveland had put us in touch with their 

friend in real estate in Toronto.  We asked about 

living downtown.  “Impossible,” he said, “The Jews 

have all left and downtown is a slum.”  He put us in 

his car and showed us apartments to rent along 

Bathurst St. – beginning around Beth Tzedec and 

ending up at Steeles (only farms beyond Steeles!).  

An apartment on Goldfinch Court seemed the best of 

what we saw.  It had a view of grass and trees from 

the sixth floor windows, with other young families in 

the complex.  It was off the main street, walking 

distance to a shul, halfway between the two York 

University campuses and inexpensive. 

When our one year lease was expiring, we decided 

to look downtown again and went to see Rabbi 

Eliezri, the Hillel rabbi at the University of Toronto.  

He put us in his Volkswagen Beetle and drove us 

around.  
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What a different trip.  Rabbi Eliezri showed us six 

functioning synagogues – the Minsker, the Kiever, the 

Russiche Shul (Markham and Ulster), the Narayever, a 

housefront called “the shoemaker's shul” on 

Brunswick near College, and the Sephardi 

congregation then at Sussex and Brunswick.  In 

addition, he showed us Greenspan's Kosher Meat 

market at Brunswick and Harbord, Tannenbaum's 

Kosher Poultry just up the block opposite the 

Narayever, and around the corner the Major Fish 

Store (smoked fish and herring) and the Harbord 

Bakery.  The area near the Narayever felt something 

like an urban shtiebl.

Rabbi Eliezri was leaving to go to medical school.  His 

landlord on Madison Avenue was not willing to 

advertise publicly (remember the Toronto drug culture 

in the 1970s?).  The rent was reasonable for a tenant 

he approved of.  We lived happily on the spacious 

second floor of a big house for 2 ½ years until fear of 

being priced out of a rising market led to buying a 

house on Robert St.    

When we moved downtown, we were within walking 

distance of all six shuls, and went to most, but the 

Narayever was the closest.  I remember vividly one 

Shabbat, shortly after we moved, when I was 

surprised to see for the first time young faces at the 

Narayever.  

The other congregants at the Narayever were older 

than us by thirty years and more - older than our 

parents!  Many were Yiddish speaking immigrants 

with limited English language skills.  Almost none were 

members of the congregation.  They were members of 

the many shuls that had moved and left them behind.  

Two members of the congregation - Mr. Young, the 

long standing president, and Mr. Pasternak, the gabbai 

- had kept the Narayever functioning.  They were 

assisted by Mr. Petroff, who lived close by, and Mr. 

Gutenberg, who did much of the davening and 

leyning, but they were not shul members! 

The young faces belonged to two graduate student 

couples and a new University of Toronto professor 

and his librarian spouse.  Over the next year or so we 

became a Shabbat group.  That brought me more into 

the Narayever, but then they all moved away.  Once 

after shul, walking back with one of their guests, the 

guest said to me. “Why do you want to come here?   

In ten years, the congregation will be gone.”  The 

lesson from this, abundantly confirmed in other 

situations: if you pay attention to the wrong trends, 

your predictions will be way off.

YOUTH

As always, Youth programs continue to thrive.  

Shabbat is always a busy time with many children and 

youth in attendance.  Our new youth siddurim for the 

Arazim and Netivot groups (aged 7 to 14) have 

recently arrived and they are beautiful and will enrich 

programming for those ages.  We are offering families 

an opportunity to sponsor these siddurim by donating 

$54 and in turn, having a bookplate with their 

inscription inserted.  Please contact Marsha in the 

shul office to do so. 

Shabbat B'Yachad continues in the social hall with our 

under-seven kids and their parents celebrating 

Shabbat as only little ones can. Upstairs, every second 

Shabbat, the Chalutzim gather to learn together with 

Beth, our Youth Coordinator, and the shinshinim.  

Stay tuned to the weekly Narayever Net for updates 

on Youth at the Narayever and let us know if you have 

any feedback on our programs.

Scott Lambert and Sarah Greene
youth@narayever.ca

See page 9 to find out about Stuart’s 
post-kiddush talk on June 1 at the shul.
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Join shul member Josh Fogel to learn from his 

experience studying  the Talmud every day for seven 

years. Josh and his family moved to Toronto from the 

U.S. in 2005.  He is Canada Research Chair and 

Professor of Modern Chinese History at York, having 

taught at Harvard (1981-88) and University of 

California, Santa Barbara (1989-2005). His work 

focuses on the cultural relationship between China 

and Japan.  His most recent book is: Daily Reflections 

on Idolatry: Reading Tractate Avodah Zarah of the 

Babylonian Talmud. 

*Daf Yomi is a world-wide regimen of learning two 

sides of a page of the Babylonian Talmud every day 

so that the Talmud is completed in a cycle of about 7 

½ years. 

Stuart Schoenfeld has been actively involved at the 

Narayever since the early 1970s.  Join him as he 

answers your questions about what things were like 

then and how we have changed over time.  He also 

looks forward to describing his sabbatical research 

on changing urban Jewish life in Baltimore, Chicago, 

Boston and Toronto.  Across North America, in many 

cities the downtowns are reviving and so are Jewish 

institutions.  The First Narayever is unique, but not 

alone.  

kkkkk
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ADULT EDUCATION

 Registration for the second round of our Adult 

Education series “Peoplehood: Its Role and 

Significance in Jewish Life” is now open. This four 

part course is open both to those who took the first 

course in January and February, and to newcomers. 

The dates are Mondays May 6, 13, 27, and June 3. 

This curriculum, put together by the Shalom Hartman 

Institute in Jerusalem, focuses on the fundamental 

questions of Jewish identity – what are we?                

A religious faith? An ethnically based tribe? 

Something else entirely? What exactly do we mean 

when we call ourselves a “people”? The four sessions 

will cover such topics as “The Poetics of Peoplehood” 

– looking at biblical, rabbinic and modern Israeli 

poetic passages, “Peoplehood and the Centrality of 

Place” – in which we will look at biblical, rabbinic, 

and contemporary Zionist perspectives on the 

importance of a people having a homeland, “Jewish 

Peoplehood and the Possibilities of Modernity” – in 

which we'll study the thought of Mordecai Kaplan 

and Martin Buber, and “Core Principles of Jewish 

Peoplehood”. Each class will consists of text study 

and the screening of a DVD lecture by one of the 

Hartman Institute faculty. 

The cost for the four classes is $45 for shul members 

and $60 for non-members (Round one participants 

who already have a sourcebook can deduct $20 from 

that price.) To register, please contact the shul office 

at admin@narayever.ca, or 416.927.0546. 

For more information about the curriculum, please 

contact the rabbi or visit our website 

www.narayever.ca.

Shabbat May 25, post-kiddush
Daf Yomi* for the Non-Orthodox: 

Reflections of Seven-Plus 
Years of Personal ExperiencePeoplehood Adult Education Series 

Round Two

Shabbat June 1, post-kiddush

Almost 40 years at the Narayever: 

Looking Back, Looking Forward, Looking Around
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A weekend of Jewish experience, creative worship, 

learning, singing and celebrating at Canterbury Hills, 

Hamilton, Ontario.... Sponsored by the Narayever 

Congregation and the National Havurah Community 

of Canada, the Shabbaton is open to all backgrounds, 

affiliations, ages, levels of Jewish knowledge... 

Singles, families and couples... All are welcome... 

Excellent programs for children and teenagers… 

Subsidies are available for shul members to help with 

registration fees. 

For more information, contact Dalia Margalit-

Faircloth at 416.966.9957 or 

dalia_margalit@hotmail.com or contact Peter Gold 

at 416.927.1796 or petergold@sympatico.ca.

Please check out our website: www.canamica.com. 

See you all at Canamica!  

Peter Gold 
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Join us for the 23rd 

Canamica Shabbaton in the Woods 

Friday June 14 to Sunday June 16

education@narayever.ca

SPECIAL FEATURE     ISRAEL

GOING TO SCHOOL IN ISRAEL

by Marjorie Gann  

For the past two winters, my husband Andy and I 

have had the privilege of spending some time inside 

Israeli schools. Meeting Jewish high school students 

and their teachers in middle-class Ra'anana, as well 

as  Arab and Druze teachers and students in the 

Western Galilee, has offered a revealing perspective 

on how Israel is educating its next generation.

At the end of their high school years, Israeli students 

take a series of matriculation exams, known as the 

Bagrut.  For the university-bound, the English Bagrut 

is particularly important, so we volunteered at 

Tichon Aviv Ra'anana to help prepare  students for 

their Bagrut interviews. 

Each one-on-one interview began with questions 

about the student's life:  Tell me about your family. 

What do you do in your spare time? Do you like your 

school? The army looms large at this point in a 

student's life, and it was especially interesting to 

hear about their plans for military service. Many of 

the boys wanted to join elite combat units and were 

training hard to get accepted. One girl came from a 

family who had worked in intelligence. Her goal was 

to continue the family tradition. 

Another girl shared her excitement over a 

programme her school had selected her for -- 

Nachshon, designed for students with strong 

leadership potential.  Her group had recently visited 

an Arab-Jewish school in Jerusalem where students 

study together in both Hebrew and Arabic. We asked 

them if they hang out together outside of school. 'Of 

course,' they told us. 
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The Bagrut also requires students to talk about 

English or American literature. The range of choices 

was fascinating – classics like Shelley's “Ozymandias” 

and Robert Frost's “The Road Not Taken,” but also 

politically-loaded works, like Langston Hughes's “As I 

Grew Older,” on growing up black in America, as well 

as a story by W. Somerset Maugham on genteel 

British racism. Many students gravitated to the racial 

themes, drawing parallels between the African-

American and Jewish experiences. “Can you relate 

the racism you're discussing to Israel today?” I asked. 

“Of course,” they told me, citing Sudanese migrants, 

Ethiopian Israelis, and Arab-Jewish relations. To its 

credit, the Ministry of Education encourages 

discussion of racial issues, which can't be ignored in 

Israel today.

A year ago, following a reading I gave in a Ra'anana's 

bookstore from my book, Five Thousand Years of 

Slavery, I was invited by Rose Abboud Talhami,  an 

English coordinator in the Western Galilee, to do 

readings in three elementary schools. I jumped at 

the chance, found it an eye-opening experience, and 

repeated it this year in three Grade Seven classes.   

What strikes the visitor at once about Arab and 

Druze schools in the Galilee is their distinctiveness. 

These are not cookie-cutter buildings; each has its 

own style. Mazraa School, for example, presents a 

striking façade: a mural of high-relief stonework in 

muted tones of sand, terra cotta and teal, 

representing palm trees, exotic birds and  Ottoman 

arched windows. In contrast, Algazali School, in 

Yarka, is built around a sunny, glassed-in atrium 

where students can eat or meet with teachers for 

extra help. 

We were greeted at the door of each school by a sign 

(“Welcome to Marjorie Gann. We are tremendously 

honored that Marjorie Gann is visiting our school 

today” read one) and by a welcoming committee of 

teachers, who immediately ushered us in to the 

principal's office for a cup of pungent Arab coffee 

and a spread of dates, oranges and home-made 

pastries. 

After this early breakfast (we had three in one day!) 

we were ushered into the classroom, often a well-

equipped computer lab, to meet the excited 

students. Since an author visit is a rarity in Israel, I 

was something of a celebrity!

If I hadn't known for sure that I was in the Galilee, I'd 

have thought I was in a Toronto classroom. There 

was a smattering of hijabs (not unheard-of in 

Toronto!), but most of the girls' heads were bare, 

their hair stylishly brushed; the girls wore skinny 

jeans, the boys hoodies or T-shirts.  The kids looked, 

in a word, cool.

The best teachers had prepared English 

presentations for me.  Israeli Druze know that their 

culture is unfamiliar to outsiders, so Mira's kids put 

on a PowerPoint on Druze history and religion.  The 

slide show at Albayan School highlighted the 

students' English projects for “Windows on the 

World” week, profiling cultural communities 

throughout the world. Clearly, Toronto doesn't hold 

the copyright on multiculturalism!

ll

kk
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I'd expected to have to simplify my English 

considerably, but it quickly became clear that the 

students understood my presentation, which told the 

stories of several enslaved children from throughout 

the world, and ended with suggestions on how to 

fight slavery today. The kids were bursting with 

questions at the end:   “Why did you choose this 

topic?” “Why were so many slaves from Africa?” 

“What was it like working on a book with another 

writer?”  “How long did it take to write your book?”

It is a commonplace that there is a gap in 

achievement between Arab and Jewish students in 

Israel; recent results on the OECD-sponsored PISA 

(Program for International Student Assessment) tests 

confirm this.

But the picture is more nuanced, especially looked at 

longitudinally. For example, according to Ephraim 

Karsh, Professor of Middle East and Mediterranean 

Studies at King's College ,“Fifty years ago, a mere 4% 

of Arab teachers held academic degrees; by 1999, 

the figure had vaulted to 47%.”  The proportion of 

Arab students studying for advanced degrees has 

almost doubled in a decade, from 19% in 1999 to 

34% in 2009. Arab students occupy 33% of all places 

in education colleges.

My daughter, currently studying at Levinsky College 

of Education in Tel Aviv, meets these teachers in her 

classes, and while they indeed have complaints 

about conditions in their schools (those in Bedouin 

areas, like the ones on Canada's native reserves, are 

notoriously ill-served) they don't blame the 

government exclusively. They note cultural factors as 

well:  they admit that many Arab parents are less 

forceful in advocating for their children's education 

than Jewish-Israeli parents are.

Rose Talhami, who organized my tour and examines 

students for the English Bagrut in the Arab sector, 

offers another explanation for the gap. Written 

Arabic presents special challenges: as Classical 

Arabic, it doesn't match modern speech. So many 

students choose not to take the five-point 

(advanced) Bagrut exam, which requires the highest 

level of proficiency in language.

We did not see the underbelly of Israel's education 

system —the schools in south Tel Aviv with African 

migrant kids, the Bedouin schools, the schools in 

Arab slums. Of the six schools we visited in a more 

prosperous Arab region, though, only one 

disappointed. The principal was uninvolved, the 

building run-down, the teachers had less control 

over their students, and the students' English wasn't 

up to the task of understanding me.  But in the other 

five,  the teachers had done a remarkable job of 

preparing students, from as young as Grade Five, to 

understand a presentation in English – a critical skill 

for anyone who wants to continue to higher 

education in Israel. 

Attractive buildings, well-equipped computer labs, a 

high level of English — someone is doing something 

right. Whatever the disparities between Ra'anana 

and Tamra, we saw students in both regions being 

encouraged to open their eyes, their minds, and 

their hearts to other people and cultures, and 

enabled to understand a critical second language.  

The Israeli Ministry of Education has made this 

possible.  Kol ha'kavod to them!

Margie Gann
marjoriegann5@gmail.com
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Board Highlights

The shul has acquired new siddurim for the 

children age seven and up.  The Board agreed to 

family sponsorship of each new youth siddur and 

that funds raised will offset the cost of purchase 

and other youth related expenses (e.g., Youth 

Kiddush).

The guidelines for the Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 

were expanded so that the Rabbi at his discretion 

may use the fund to support special projects or 

initiatives within the shul that are not covered by 

the regular shul budgets. 

Beth Komito-Gottlieb's excellent work as Youth 

Coordinator was recognized with an award from 

the Makom Fund.

We will be installing defibrillators in the shul and 

will train eight members in their use.

2012-2013 Narayever Congregation     

Members of the Board of Governors

President
Joel Edelson president@narayever.ca

Vice President
Harry Schachter vicepresident@narayever.ca 

Secretary 
Janet Horowitz secretary@narayever.ca

Treasurer
David Weyman treasurer@narayever.ca 

Past-President 
Julia Gluck pastpresident@narayever.ca

Membership and 
Shul Community
Liz Bohnen membership@narayever.ca 

Building
Gary Lichtblau building@narayever.ca

Adult Education
Peter Gold education@narayever.ca 

Social Action 
Shayne Robinson socialaction@narayever.ca

Ritual
Kivi Shapiro ritual@narayever.ca 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Ed Weinberg ed@ewarch.ca

Food
Ellen Friedland
Andrea Most food@narayever.ca 

Hesed 
Avi Schonbach hesed@narayever.ca

Communications
Glenn Rubinoff communications@narayever.ca 

Israel & Wider Community 
Micky Fraterman israel@narayever.ca

Youth
Scott Greene
Sarah Lambert youth@narayever.ca 

Celebrations 
Tim Beiser celebrations@narayever.ca

EX-OFFICIO

Rabbi Edward Elkin rabbi@narayever.ca 

Administration 
Marsha Frydenberg admin@narayever.ca
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Janet Horowitz
secretary@narayever.ca
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Our Condolences to...

· Marilyn Biderman, on the loss of her mother 
Daisy Biderman

· Max Dublin, on the loss of his father         
Morris Dublin

· Mark Fox, on the loss of his mother Ida Fox 

· Sheine Mankovsky, on the loss of her mother 
Rena Goldstein

· Richard Glazier, on the loss of his mother 
Joyce Glazier

· Ron Medoff, on the loss of his mother      
Molly Medoff-Kopelow

· Daniel Selchen, on the loss of his wife    
Sharon Kirsh

· Daniel Westreich, on the loss of his mother 
Ruta Westreich Rotenberg

· Roy Wise, on the loss of his father Henry Wise
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A small project has been completed. For those of you 

who don't read the Yiddish and have always 

wondered what the metal signs downstairs are 

saying, we have now provided translation labels. So 

have a look and learn how our founding members 

announced  services and told people that at the 

Congregation Anshei Naraiev (our early name) there 

were prayers every day in the morning and in the 

evening and also on Shabbat and holidays.

And that with the                                                         

best prayer leaders!                                                       

So, very little has                                                  

changed.

Micky Fraterman

Next year, 2014/5774 we will mark the 100th 

anniversary of the founding of our congregation.

The Centennial Committee has been holding several 

brainstorming sessions. The History Committee, 

chaired by Janet Horowitz, has discovered many 

interesting documents, facts and anecdotes about 

the earliest period and the transition to the 

egalitarian congregation in the 1980s, becoming the 

thriving community we now are. Interviews with past 

and current members are in progress. 

We are now looking for co-chairs to plan an event 

sometime in the Spring of 2014. Shul members who 

have experience in event planning and want to take 

this unique opportunity to create a very special event 

to celebrate the Narayever Centennial, are invited to 

contact me. 

SHUL MATTERS
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CENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS 
Narayever Congregation @ 100

centennialcelebrations
@narayever.ca

Mazel Tov to...

Yasmine Abbasakoor and Jared Blake, on the birth 

of their daughter Aliyah Crate

Francine Dick, on receiving the Queen Elizabeth II 

Diamond Jubilee Medal

Dianne Saxe, for winning this year's Osgoode Hall 

Law School Alumni Association Gold Key Award 

for Achievement

Ilana Singer and Garry Ostrovsky, on the birth of 

their son Ethan Alexander

Jessica Watkins and Ian Cooper, on the birth of 

their daughter Emma Samantha
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YOM HASHOAH

On Sunday April 7, the shul paid tribute to the 

6,000,000 who were murdered in the Holocaust at 

our annual Yom HaShoah commemoration. 

The service included poetry, prayer, music, the 

lighting of memorial candles, and the opportunity for 

those present to mention and honour the names of 

victims. 

Thank you to all those who participated, and 

especially to Andy Simor and Beth McAuley, who 

organized the ceremony again this year.
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ISRAEL and WIDER COMMUNITY

Doors Open Toronto May 26

This year once again our shul will be opening its doors 

to the community. The 14th annual Doors Open offers 

residents and visitors an opportunity to take a peek 

behind the doors of nearly 150 architecturally, 

historically, culturally and socially significant buildings 

across the city on Saturday, May 25 and Sunday, May 

26, 2013.  

This year's theme is entitled 'Creators, Makers and 

Innovators'.  Visitors will learn how our modest building 

evolved into a vibrant contemporary downtown 

institution that now serves a broad spectrum of 

membership. Guests will learn the interesting 

symbolism of various religious items in our shul.

The shul will open its doors on May 26 from 10 am till 

5 pm. If you would like to be a tour guide, please 

contact Janet Horowitz at secretary@narayever.ca.

hhh

On April 14, we honoured two important Israeli 

National Days, Yom Hazikaron and Yom Haatzmaut.

Our shinshinim Re'em and Adi led us in the Tekes 

Masuot,  the torch ceremony at Mount Herzl which 

bridges the two days. They were joined by members of 

our Chalutzim group and members of our community 

who remembered those who gave their lives to achieve 

and protect an independent homeland for the Jewish 

people. Special thanks to Beth Komito-Gottlieb, our 

Youth Coordinator, who supported the kids and the 

adult volunteers in making sure the ceremony went off 

without a hitch.

Yom Hazikaron and Yom Haatzmaut  

ISRAEL

We then proceeded to celebrate Israel's 65th 

Independence Day with great Israeli food, games and 

Israeli dancing.

A big thank you to all who participated to make this 

evening so meaningful and moving! 

Walk with Israel May 26

Join thousands of Toronto's Jews in the Walk with Israel 

May 26, Coronation Park 9 a.m. Rain or shine, we are 

planning to participate as a group with our shinshinim 

Re'em and Adi. Turn out under our new shul banner 

and let's show the First Narayever's support for Israel.  

For general information go to 

http://www.walkwithisrael.com.

For more information on our participation, please 

contact me at israel@narayever.ca.

jjjj
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Chalutzim  activities

Sunday May 5: After the Mitzvah Day program for 

teens, there will be a chance for them to socialize with 

a light supper being served.  What a great opportunity 

to talk about volunteering with our two shinshinim who 

are doing a year of service right at our shul!

hh
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The Amazing Race

On Sunday June 2nd, join Re'em and Adi for the annual 

Narayever Chalutzim Amazing Race! The route is a well-

kept secret and the things you'll have to do – well, you'll 

just have to come and find out. Stay tuned to Narayever 

Net and Facebook for more details on this fun event!

hh

Shinshinim 2013-2014

For the fourth year in a row, the shul will be 

participating in the program which brings two young 

Israeli emissaries to our shul for a year. We look forward 

to welcoming our new shinshinim, Hadar Parnas and 

Gal Fisher, in late August.

Hadar Parnas

Hadar Parnas was born in Israel and lives in Rishon 

Lezion, a city south of Tel Aviv, with her parents and 

younger brother.   She will turn 18 in May, but has 

already finished high school, having skipped a grade.  

She is fluent in English and good in Spanish.   Hadar has 

a younger brother who will turn 13 in May.

Hadar volunteered for three years in Magen David 

Adom (the Israeli Red Cross), where she was 

responsible for the training and initiation of new 

volunteers.   She also volunteered in an animal shelter 

and was a member of the student council from grade 7, 

serving as vice president in her senior year.

Gal Fisher

Gal, who has an identical twin brother and a younger 

brother, was born in Israel and lives in HaSolelim, a 

kibbutz in the Jezreel Valley in Northern Israel.   He will 

turn 19 in September.   Gal is now finishing grade 12.   

He has good English.    

hh

Gal is a member of a youth band for new immigrants, 

and a member of the Youth Council of Jezreel Valley, 

heading the Education Department and representing it 

in the regional council.  He is also a member of Bnei - 

HaMoshavim youth movement and has served as 

representative for his grade in the school student 

council.

Hadar and Gal are already working together, thinking 

about how they will bring their Israel to the First 

Narayever Congregation and our downtown partners in 

the Shinshinim Program.
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Please join us at shul on Shabbat June 15 when we 

will say “lehitra’ot” and toda to Adi and Re’em, our 

third pair of shinshinim. They will leave for camp on 

June 17 and we want to thank them and wish them 

well.

Micky Fraterman 

Farewell to Adi and Re’em

israel@narayever.ca 
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This is my last submission to the newsletter as Hesed 

chair, after six years in this role.  I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank the people on whom I relied for 

Hesed work.  They include:

Andy Gann, who regularly carries the emergency 

pager for the shul and manages all complex 

cemetery issues. 

Harvey Starkman, who is back-up for the pager.

Rabbi Ed, the first point of contact when there has 

been a death, officiates at funerals, comforts and 

advises bereaved families, and many other tasks.

Marsha Frydenberg and Ariella Eben-Ezra, who send 

out the “baruch dayan ha-emet” emails to the shul 

membership and provide administrative help.

Karen Fainman, who revised the Brief Guide to 

Death and Mourning, a resource of useful 

information. 

The volunteers who lead services at a house of shiva: 

Esther Meisels, Andy Gann, Dalia Margalit Faircloth, 

Karen Fainman, Peter Gold, Stuart Schoenfeld, Neil 

Naft, Harvey Savage, Sarah Colman, Sylvia Solomon, 

Jeroham Singer, Dianne Saxe, Stacia Rubinovich and 

Ruth Rohn.

Aviva Chernick, who began the initiative to organize 

food for new parents and to Sarah Colman and Leora 

Schaefer who now oversee this much appreciated 

program.

Gary Lichtblau, who designed and manages the 

implementation of the new improvements to the 

Narayever section at Bathurst Lawn Memorial Park.

Hart Schwartz, who developed our cemetery bylaws.

All those who donated to Hesed.

All those who have participated in Hesed activities 

whom I have missed.ml

HESED
It has been satisfying and a privilege to be chair of 

Hesed at the Narayever and to be part of the shul 

board of governors.   My best to the next Hesed 

chair.

“Acts of Hesed are the active representation of a 

covenant among people, a social contract.  It is when 

we become engaged with real people and 

communities on the other end of our giving of time 

and resources that we realize the covenantal aspect  

of hesed.” Rabbi Sara Paasche-Orlow.

Avi Schonbach

ml

ggg

hesed@narayever.ca 
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Mitzvah #1, from 10 am - noon
Pack KINDER KITS with Ve’ahavta
All ages and family-friendly
Kits contain the basic school supplies to allow children in 
poor communities here in Toronto and around the world 
to attend school. Childen’s education is a step to lifting 
families out of poverty.
Address: Ve'ahavta offices, 200 Bridgeland Ave., 

Unit D (at Dufferin)
RSVP: rachel.melzer@gmail.com

Mitzvah #2, from 2 - 4 pm
Plant TREES at Evergreen Brickworks
All ages & family-friendly
Dress for gardening and join us, rain or shine, to plant 
native species. Help to renaturalise the woods and 
wetlands at this site in the Don River Valley. Stay after 
the program to explore the Brickworks.
Address: 550 Bayview Ave – meet in front of the large 

rivers living wall sculpture, to the right of the 
bike shop.

RSVP: dianne.saxe@mac.com

Mitzvah #3, from 4 - 6 pm
Support Israel’s LONE SOLDIERS
For TEENS ONLY 
(post Bar/Bat-Mitzva through high school)
An interactive program with our shinshinim, to learn 
about and support lone soldiers serving in Israel’s army 
who don’t have parents in Israel – with film, games, 
Israeli food, and an opportunity to write letters of 
support to lone soldiers. 
Address: The shul – 187 Brunswick Ave
RSVP: adi@narayever.ca

MITZVAH DAY     May 5, 2013 
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On Shabbat morning, April 13th, a shul member who 

was to deliver a d'var from the bima could not get 

into our building. She's increasingly reliant on an 

electric wheelchair, and we'd invited her to deliver a 

d'var that would address challenges like hers- 

remaining included in our community regardless of 

her deteriorating physical capacities. It didn't work 

out that way.

Her d’var was part of the UJA Federation of greater 

Toronto's “Shabbat Itanu” initiative. In their own 

words “Itanu Toronto is UJA Federation's Inclusion 

Initiative works to ensure that Toronto is an inclusive 

Jewish community where people with special needs 

are able to fully participate in educational, spiritual, 

communal, social and recreational activities.” It's a 

program which our shul and committee welcomed. 

But in the end, she was excluded. By us. By our 

building.

All of us and all of our loved ones are candidates for 

wheelchair use at some point in our lives.  I don't 

know the history of this issue, but as I write after that 

Shabbat morning, our shul's physical inaccessibility 

became a concern of the Social Action Committee. 

Contact me directly to support action on this. When I 

have ten committed volunteers we will meet, take 

stock, and take action.

COMING UP

On Sunday May 5 let’s roll up our sleeves together at 

our shul's Mitzvah Day. See previous page for 

program descriptions. It's open to everyone, non-

shul members too. Please rsvp in advance so we can 

estimate material needs.

On Sunday June 30 come march for Gay Pride. 

“Kulanu Toronto (Toronto's main Jewish LGBT 

organization) invites you to march with us at the 

Toronto Gay Pride Parade on Sunday, June 30, 2013. 

hhh

SOCIAL ACTION
Support us and support Israel as we stand up for the 

only country in the Middle East that celebrates gay 

rights.” The finalized marcher meeting time and place 

will be advertised on the Kulanu Toronto website in 

June at www.kulanutoronto.ca. Please check back 

there for Pride updates or contact me at             

social-action@narayever.ca.

Nursing-home Shabbat dates and times are posted in 

this newsletter’s calendar at the back with reminders 

in our Narayever Net. Contact 

janis.rubenzahl@gmail.com about Kensington 

Gardens (bi-weekly Sat @ 11am) and 

lori.gershon@capco.ca about Castleview-Wychwood 

Towers (monthly Friday evenings).

LOOKING BACK

On March 9 we shared a pre-Pesach themed post-

kiddush talk called “Chocolate, Coffee, Sugar, 

Slavery” about the prevalence of modern day slavery 

in those industries and in our food. See the Social 

Action Bulletin Board for some takeaway materials 

from that. Our speaker came from Stop the Traffik 

(see stopthetraffik.com) and referred us to a movie 

that we're planning to share this summer. Thank you 

Margie Gann (see feature article from her trip to 

Israel) who helped us get started on the issue.

On March 29 Castleview-Wychwood Towers ran a 

Shabbat Model Seder for elderly residents and I'm 

proud to share that 10 volunteers came from our 

congregation to make that program possible. Thank 

you to all of you who came through.

Out of the Cold has completed their work for another 

year. Our shul has supported their work with our 

tzedaka through funds pledged on Yom Kippur, and 

through your work. Thanks to all of you who have 

helped give life to our religious injunctions to support 

our brothers and sisters in need.
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On April 13 our shul ran Shabbat Itanu, during which 

Maya Rubin delivered a heart-warming poem and 

Joanne Patterson led a post-Kiddush talk on 

“Disability and Judaism”. The latter was notable not 

only for content but for considerable discussion 

afterwards. 

We thank Annette Gruno  for preparing a d'var and 

are sorry you couldn't make it up the stairs to share it 

with us. The Social Action committee is committing 

to work to get you in the door.

Shayne Robinson 

It is all too easy for us to believe that all Jews in Toronto 

have friends and families, have enough to eat, enough 

support, enough care.   Passover is an opportunity to 

help address the needs of some of the more vulnerable 

and isolated members of our Jewish community.   In her 

Pesach article on Loving the Stranger, Erica Brown 

reminds us that “we begin our Seder by welcoming 

anyone who is hungry.  We invite people to join our 

intimate circle not because we know them but because 

we don't know them.”  This idea is straight from the 

Torah.  In Exodus 23:9, we read: “You shall not oppress 

a stranger, since you yourselves know the feelings of a 

stranger, for you also were strangers in the land of 

Egypt.”  Leviticus 19:34 repeats this refrain:  “The 

stranger who resides with you shall be to you as the 

native among you, and you shall love him as yourself, 

for you were aliens in the land of Egypt.”   

The Narayever does its part with its own members by 

having a Seder-match, making sure that all of our 

members have a Seder to welcome them.  Our 

contribution to the JF&CS Community Seder is another 

way we participate in this Mitzvah.
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Jewish Family & Child Services (JF&CS) began in 1868 as 

the Toronto Hebrew Ladies Sick and Benevolent Society 

to help improve the lives of Jewish orphans and 

immigrants in Toronto.  There are currently 4 branches 

of JF&CS in Toronto; the Narayever supports the 

Gordon S. Wolfe Branch on Madison Avenue, which 

offers an array of services that support the healthy 

development of individuals, children, families and 

communities through prevention, protection, 

counseling, education, and advocacy services … all 

within the context of Jewish values.   Programs include 

a free Parenting Series, a social group called Brunch at 

the Branch for women experiencing mental health 

issues, and a group that combines Yoga, meditation and 

support for women suffering from anxiety.  

The Narayever provided JF&CS with $15,000 this year 

(2nd year of a 3-year funding commitment), much of it 

to support its annual Passover Seder held at the Miles 

Nadal JCC.  These funds come from the donations our 

members and visitors make to our Yom Kippur appeal. 

Well over 100 people attend this Seder, and for many 

isolated members of our community this is their one 

opportunity to feel a part of the Jewish community on 

Passover.  The funds that we provided contributed to 

the costs of the food, décor, transportation, purchase of 

necessary ritual items and creating a comfortable and 

welcoming Jewish environment.  Our contribution also 

supported JF&CS in enhancing the Jewish component of 

people's lives through provision of mezuzot, Haggadot, 

Siddurim, a Megilat Esther, and assisting one high 

school student with the purchase of books necessary 

for his Jewish Studies program.

The feedback from participants has invariably been 

overwhelmingly positive. Here are the words of their 

thank-you note to the Narayever:  “We admire the 

Narayever for its focus on social action and its 

willingness to extend a helping hand to those on the 

margins of our community.  Our sincere thanks go out 

to the congregation for assisting us in our outreach 

efforts to aspects of the Jewish community otherwise 

disconnected and unaffiliated.”    

socialaction@narayever.ca 

SYLVIA SOLOMON’S SPOTLIGHT ON 
JEWISH FAMILY AND CHILD SERVICES
COMMUNITY SEDER
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Tell us something about yourself…

I've been a member of the First Narayever for more than 30 

years. I'm a passionate environmental lawyer, with my own 

small law firm, three grown children, a disabled husband 

and a small black dog. I love to paddle, hike, ski, 

garden and otherwise get out into nature. If 

people really want more details, I have a website 

at envirolaw.com.

What was your first introduction to social 

action? 

My parents showed us that those who have been 

fortunate in life have an obligation to give back. 

My father, Morton Shulman, fought many public 

and private battles to right wrongs wherever he 

saw them.

What kinds of things have you done in social 

action?

I was the shul's social action chair for over 15 

years. During that time, our shul raised hundreds 

of thousands of dollars for good causes in 

Toronto and Israel, going from less than $20,000 

to more than $75,000 a year. We developed 

stable long term relationships with Out of the 

Cold, the Jewish Free Loan Cassa, the Arava 

Institute for Environmental Studies and the 

Jewish Family and Child Service. And we started the shul's 

annual Mitzvah Day.

I represented our shul and others in the multi-faith coalition, 

Faith and the Common Good's Greening Sacred Spaces. I 

appeared in a multi-faith film about the religious imperative 

of energy conservation in places of worship. I have handed 

out hundreds of energy efficient lightbulbs, and thousands 

upon thousands of flyers.

I have hosted Israeli, Jordanian and Druze environmental 

students in our home for a year at a time, in the hope of 

building cross-religious ties that will help build peace in the 

Middle East.

What projects are you involved with now?

I lead a service, once a month plus High Holidays, for Jewish 

residents at the nursing home down the street. I have been 

doing this now for nearly twenty years.

I'll be taking a Narayever group to plant more trees and 

flowers at the Evergreen Brickworks on Mitzvah Day, May 5. 

(Probably have been doing an annual shul 

planting event for more than twenty years too.)

I raise money for good causes every year. I have 

established a small charitable fund at the Toronto 

Jewish Community Foundation, and am featured 

in their Book of Life project. I am president of a 

renewable energy cooperative, and an investor in 

progressive projects such as the Centre for Social 

Innovation and Solarshare. I am a director of 

Evergreen, the centre for nature in the city.

At Passover, I helped tell our members about the 

link between child labour and most commercial 

chocolate products.

      Can you describe the most meaningful          

    moment of your doing tikkun olam, a               

    special anecdote?

I love the energy of a group working together to 

do a good thing, and the happy clatter of people 

planting trees is often a favourite. I have loved 

giving the Yom Kippur appeal, looking in the eyes 

of a thousand people as we yearn to be better this 

              year. 

But the moment that comes first to mind right now is when I 

sat with a gracious lady in her room at the nursing home. She 

had become too ill to come to my services any more, and I 

missed her, and went up to tell her so, and to take her a tiny 

piece of challah. It was a few weeks before she died, and she 

could barely breathe. She thanked me with so much warmth 

for my kindness, and told me how much she appreciated and 

looked forward to our visits. Then she wished me every 

happiness, and she squeezed my hand.

How do you suggest the rest of us get involved?

Everyone is busy, but there is always time to do something. 

Pick an issue you care about, and then DO something. I ask 

everyone to start with 5 hours a year.

l 

l 

SOCIAL ACTION MITZVAH MENTOR 

DIANNE SAXE
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BUILDING
· Jill Magen-Lichtblau, in honour of the yahrzeit of her brother
 Michael Magen

CENTENNIAL
· Paul Milgram and Galia Shaked, in honour of the yahrzeit of
 Paul's father Sam Milgram
· Lucille and Mickey Narun, in memory of Esther Levin
· Janice Dembo, in honour of the yahrzeit of her mother
 Jeanne Reichenberg
· Elaine and Peter Gold, in memory of Rena Goldstein, mother
 of Sheine Mankovsky
· Sharon Abron Drache, in honour of her special birthday
· Micky Oostra Fraterman, in honour of the yahrzeit of her
 mother Annie Baruch-Nink
· Sharon Abron Drache, in memory of Allan Gould
· Anonymous, in honour of Francine Dick receiving the
 Queen's Diamond Jubilee Medal
· Micky Oostra Fraterman, in honour of Lesley and Peter Sevitt
· Micky Oostra Fraterman, in honour of Donna and Cliff Orwin

CHUMASH FUND
· David Weyman, in honour of the yahrzeit of his father Joseph
 Stanley Weyman

GENERAL FUND
·  Kathy Sykora and Salomon Minkin

HESED FUND
· Beverly Harris
· Paula Bass, in memory of Marilyn Biderman's mother 

Daisy Biderman
· Sharon Abron Drache, in honour of the birthday of her aunt
 Florence Valensky
· Sharon Abron Drache, in honour of the birthday of her aunt
 Adrienne Levinter
· Sharon Abron Drache, in honour of the birthday of her uncle
 Murray Levinter
· Leslie Starkman, in memory of her father David Abrams

MAKOM FUND
· Sharon Abron Drache, in honour of Dov Beck-Levine's Bar
 Mitzvah
· Julia Gluck and Ted Overton, in honour of Aryeh Fisher's
 completion of his MBA degree
· Julia Gluck and Ted Overton, in honour of Jess's decision to
 make Aliyah
· Trudy Shecter, in memory of AJ Blugerman, Olga Palmateer's
 nephew

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
· Karen Weisman and Arthur Ripstein, in memory of Max
 Dublin's father Morris Dublin

· Israel Lyon, in honour of the yahrzeit of his father 
Herbert Lyon

· Rhona Phillips-Carniol and Ben Carniol
· Evelyn and Stephen Schaefer, wishing Happy Pesach to Sandy
 and Harvey Roff and Rhona Phillips-Carniol and Ben Carniol
· Cynthia Fisher, in honour of Barry Pervin
· Hindy Nosek-Abelson and David Weyman, thanking 

Rabbi Elkin for selling their Chametz
· Harry Fox and Tirzah Meacham, thanking Rabbi Elkin for
 selling their Chametz
· Wendy Simon, in memory of Sharon Michelle Rosenberg
· Joan and Stuart Schoenfeld, in memory of Roy Wise's father
 Henry Wise
· Isabella Meltz, in honour of Rabbi Ed Elkin
· Daniel and Malka Selchen, thanking Rabbi Ed for his help and
 support to their family

ROSH CHODESH BREAKFAST FUND
· Brenda and Jerry Enchin, thanking Stuart Schoenfeld for his
 participation in the Rosh Chodesh Iyar Service.

TORAH FUND
· Sharon Weintraub, in honour of the yahrzeit of her mother
 Erna Weintraub
· Gayle and Stephen Benjamin, in memory of their brother-in-

-law Allan Gould
· Anita Shir-Jacob and Cyril Press, in memory of Max Dublin's
 father Morris Dublin
· Elaine and Peter Gold, in memory of Max Dublin's father
 Morris Dublin
· Henry Cooper, in honour of Emma Watkins Cooper, daughter
 of Ian Cooper and Jessica Watkins
· Trudy Shecter, in memory of Roy Wise's father Henry Wise

TZEDAKAH/SOCIAL ACTION FUND
· Cynthia Fisher, in memory of Rena Goldstein, mother of
 Sheine Mankovsky

YOM HASHOAH FUND
· Helen Grande

YOUTH FUND
· Julia Gluck and Ted Overton, Siddur donation in honour of
 their son Jess's birthday
· Sarah Lambert and Scott Greene, Siddur donation in honour
 of their children Rafi, Bess and Ezra
· Rochelle and David Barkin, Siddur donation in honour of 

their children Candice and Alex
· Morton Beiser and  Timothy Hunt, Siddurim donations, in
 honour of their children Daniel James and Rowan Matthew
· Suzanne Keppler, Siddur donation in honour of 

Joan Schoenfeld, thanking her for her love and dedication as
 the principal of the Downtown Jewish Community School.

The shul gratefully acknowledges the following donations made to our various funds from mid-February to
 mid-April. We apologize in advance for any errors or omissions. Please inform the shul office so that a correction can 

be made. If you would like to make a donation to one of our funds, please call the shul office at 416.927.0546
We also accept donations via CanadaHelps,  and click on Narayever.www.canadahelps.org

DONATIONS

21MAY, JUNE  2013         IYAR, SIVAN, TAMUZ  5773



NARAYEVER NEWS

KIDDUSH SPONSORS and DONATIONS

22

FEBRUARY 16, 2013
Kiddush: The Shul. 
Donations to the Kiddush Fund were made by Sheldon and Hélène 
Silverman, in honour of the yahrzeit of Sheldon's father Harry 
Silverman; Anna Pace and Barry Pervin, in honour of the Israel trip 
and Rabbi Ed; Miriam Schlanger, in honour of the yahrzeit of her 
father Aaron Dovid Leib; Melvyn Davine, in honour of the 
yahrzeiten of his parents Henry and Irene Davine; Sharon 
Weintraub, in honour of the yahrzeit of her mother Erna 
Weintraub; and Norma Latsonas, in honour of her father Charles 
Eric Lees' recent yahrzeit.

FEBRUARY 23, 2013
Kiddush: The Shul. 
Donations to the Kiddush Fund were made by Goldie Schlanger, in 
memory of her father Jonas Schlanger; Laraine and Neil Naft, in 
honour of the yahrzeit of Neil's father Harry Naft; Janice Dembo, in 
honour of the yahrzeit of her father Laurie Reichenberg; 
Anonymous, welcoming back and thanking Rachel Zilberg for the 
wonderful kiddushim.

MARCH 2, 2013
Kiddush: Marcia Beck and Mischa Levine, in honour of Dov's Bar 
Mitzvah. 
Donations to the Kiddush Fund were made by Richard Glazier, in 
honour of the yahrzeit of his father Edward Glazier; Mendl Malkin, 
in honour of the yahrzeit of his father Sol Malkin; Maire Kushner, in 
honour of the yahrzeit of her mother Betty Stocker; Lorne Propas, 
in honour of the yahrzeit of his son Jordan Propas; Rabbi Ed Elkin, in 
honour of the yahrzeit of his father Harry Elkin; Dorothy Garfinkel, 
in honour of the Bar Mitzvah of Dov Beck-Levine; Rosalyn Train, in 
honour of the Bar Mitzvah of Dov Beck-Levine.

MARCH 9, 2013
Kiddush: The Shul. 
Donations to the Kiddush Fund were made by Brenda Enchin, in 
honour of Jerry Enchin's 65th birthday; Julia Gluck and Ted 
Overton, in honour of the Bar Mitzvah of Dov Beck-Levine; Julia 
Gluck and Ted Overton, in memory of Max Dublin's father Morris 
Dublin; Julia Gluck and Ted Overton, in honour of Jerry Enchin's 
65th birthday; Harry Schachter, in memory of Max Dublin's father 
Morris Dublin; Harry Schachter, in memory of Marilyn Biderman's 
mother Daisy Biderman; Nan Weiner, in honour of the yahrzeit of 
her mother Gertrude Weiner; Robin Penslar, in honour of the 
yahrzeit of her mother Louise Levin.
Youth Kiddush: Joan Judge-Fogel and Josh Fogel, in honour of 
Avital's 12th Birthday.

MARCH 16, 2013
Kiddush: The Shul. 
Donations to the Kiddush Fund were made by Gerald Austin, in 
honour of the yahrzeit of his brother Paul Owsiany; Lorne Propas, in 
honour of the yahrzeiten of his wife Lolly Propas and his father Max 
Propas; Jessie Caryll, in honour of the congregation.

MARCH 23, 2013
Kiddush: Carol Tanenbaum & Don Schacter, in honour of the 
yahrzeiten of Carol's mother Anne Tanenbaum and brother Harold 
Tanenbaum. 
Donations to the Kiddush fund were made by Hélène Silverman, in 
honour of the yahrzeit of her mother Adele Zilberman; Mark 
Goodbaum, in honour of the yahrzeit of his mother Esther 
Goodbaum; Phyllis Berck and Dorothy Garfinkel, in honour of the 
yahrzeit of their mother Jessie Berck; Arnold Schonberg, in honour 
of the yahrzeit of his father Max Schonberg; Jessica Watkins and 
Ian Cooper, in honour of the baby naming of their daughter Emma 
Samantha Watkins Cooper; Hindy Nosek-Abelson and David 
Weyman, with thanks and appreciation to Dianne Saxe for all the 
work put into making the beautiful new table covers for the bima; 
Trudy, Debbie and Barry Shecter, in honour of the yahrzeit of their 
father Max Shecter; Debbie Greenberg, in honour of Mira 
Greenberg's 11th birthday.
Youth Kiddush:  Medina Robbins and Glen Hoffmann, in honour of 
their daughter Clara's 3rd birthday.

MARCH 30, 2013
Kiddush: The Shul. 
Donations to the Kiddush fund were made by Isabella Meltz, in 
honour of the yahrzeit of her mother Flora Meltz; Alfred Rubinoff, 
in honour of the yahrzeit of his sister Sylvia Rubinoff Kraft; Rhona 
and Norman Singer, in honour of their grandson Zachary's 1st 
birthday; Ted Overton, in honour of the yahrzeit of his mother Della 
Overton; Jill Magen-Lichtblau, in honour of the yahrzeit of her 
brother Michael Magen.

APRIL 6, 2013
Kiddush: The Shul. 
Donations to the Kiddush fund were made by Keren Brown and 
Jonathan Ohayon , in honour of the yahrzeit of Keren's father 
Barney Brown; Marsha Frydenberg, Ariella Eben-Ezra, and Rabbi 
Elkin, in honour of all the Narayever volunteers; Marsha 
Frydenberg, in memory of AJ Blugerman, Olga Palmateer's 
nephew.

APRIL 13, 2013
Kiddush: The Shul. 
Donations to the Kiddush fund were made by Rachel Jacobus, 
wishing a mazel tov to Israel; Marion and Jack Hoffmann, in honour 
of the yahrzeiten of Marion's father Joseph Fritz and Jack's father 
Heymann Hoffmann; Rosalie Shapiro, in honour of what would 
have been her father Albert Fineberg's 100th Birthday; Peikang 
Dai, in honour of the shul for welcoming, teaching, feeding and 
nurturing people from the greater community; Ilene Golvin and 
Philip Mass, in honour of the yahrzeit of Ilene's father Stanley Shaul 
Golvin; Ali and Josh Engel-Yan, in honour of Gavriella, the little 
engine that could.
Youth Kiddush: Paula Glick, in honour of the yahrzeit of her father 
Srul Israel Glick.
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Iyar 21 Margot Caen mother of Francine Watkins

Iyar 21 Louis Eisenstat father of Lorraine Weinrib

Iyar 22 Frank Rubinstein father of Fern Rubinstein

Iyar 23 Ruth Gold mother of Phil Gold

Iyar 23 Leontina Guttman mother of Herb Guttman

Iyar 23 Helen Frances Schacter mother of Barbara Schacter 

and Robert Schacter

Iyar 24 Ida Starkman mother of Susan Starkman

Iyar 25 Lillian Evans mother of Rosalie Evans

Iyar 26 Fritz Joseph father of Marion Hoffmann

Iyar 26 Rose Shukyn mother of Claire Simon

Iyar 27 Joseph Evans father of Rosalie Evans

Iyar 27 George Kende husband of Elisabeth Kende 

and father of Sherry Glazier

Iyar 27 Norman Morris father of Lynne Morris

Iyar 27 Jeffrey Platt brother of Priscilla Platt

Iyar 28 Alfred Lewy father of Jules Lewy

Iyar 28 Irene Lewy mother of Jules Lewy

Iyar 29 Leonard Wasser father of Larry Wasser

Sivan 1 Helen Baltman mother of Sharon Baltman

Sivan 2 Max Cooper father of Moe Cooper

Sivan 5 Cyril Jacoby father of Alan Jacoby

Sivan 5 Ronni Rimmer father of Jane Rimmer

Sivan 6 Cyril Loomer father of Martin Loomer

Sivan 6 Loretta Pace mother of Anna Pace

Sivan 6 Florence Shecter mother of Trudy Shecter

Sivan 6 Shimon Zilberman father of Hélène Silverman

Sivan 7 Ludovit Bercovic father of Emory Burke

Sivan 7 Tova Diamond mother of Frumie Diamond 

and Miriam Diamond

Sivan 7 Malka Grossman mother of Gilda Grossman

Sivan 7 Ilya Mankovsky father of Brenda, Tziporah 

and Lydia Mankovsky

Sivan 7 Ruth Norris mother of Allen Kaeja

Sivan 9 Israel Horowitz husband of Janet Horowitz

Sivan 10 Alec Biderman father of Marilyn Biderman

Sivan 11 Florrie Narun mother of Mickey Narun

Sivan 12 Joseph Shimmerman father of Alan Shimmerman

Sivan 13 Martin Schurman father of Roberta Bucovetsky

Sivan 13 Michael Strumpf father of Dan Strumpf

Sivan 16 Robert Drabkin father of Denise Drabkin

Sivan 16 Jacob Narun father of Mickey Narun

Sivan 17 Ralph Cohen brother of Suzanne Shuchat

Sivan 19 Louise Herzfeld sister of Marcia Zamble

Sivan 19 Jack Rubinovich father of Stacia Rubinovich

Sivan 19 Edel Teper father of Wilfred Teper

Sivan 20 Lorraine Loomer mother of Martin Loomer

Sivan 20 Clara Smith mother of Mitchel Smith

Sivan 21 Hilda Grushcow mother of Marc Grushcow and 

Hilary Goldenberg

Sivan 21 Rose Wajcman mother of Riva Grinsphan

Sivan 22 Golda Chana Aaron mother of Miriam Schlanger

Sivan 22 Shirley Hemsworth sister of Jeroham Singer

Sivan 23 David Solomon father of Peggy Solomon

Sivan 25 Hal Rosenthal husband of Priscilla Platt

Sivan 25 Pinchus Wajcman father of Riva Grinsphan

Sivan 26 Rose Kohn mother of Elisabeth Kende

Sivan 26 Harvey Mallove father of Cathy Mallove

Sivan 26 Jennie Schlosser mother of Holli-Ellen 

Clairman

Sivan 27 Shirley Cohen mother of Alison Cohen

Sivan 27 Sharon Golvin mother of Ilene Golvin

Sivan 27 Label Wetstein father of Cheryl Wetstein

Sivan 28 Dora Cohen mother of Suzanne Shuchat

Sivan 28 Fay Savage mother of Harvey Savage

Sivan 29 Cheryl Medoff wife of Ronald Medoff

Sivan 30 Sidney Colt father of Neil Colt

Tamuz 1 Burle Yolles father of Joanne Yolles

Tamuz 2 Samuel Medoff father of Ronald Medoff

Tamuz 4 Binem Nosek father of Hindy Nosek-

Abelson

Tamuz 5 Carole Yellin wife of Israel Lyon

Tamuz 6 Keith Rosebrugh father of Bruce Rosebrugh

Tamuz 7 Imre Komaromi brother of Ann Komaromi

Tamuz 8 Nathan Saul Mendelsohn father of Eric Mendelsohn

Tamuz 10 Samuel Gold father of Sandy Roff

Tamuz 10 Yhetta Leah Swartz mother of Beverly Harris

Tamuz 12 Helene Levita mother of Ursula 

Loewenstein

Tamuz 12 Geoffrey Shulman brother of Dianne Saxe

Tamuz 13 Gabriella Steiner mother of Magda Volgyesi

Tamuz 14 Bertie Friedlander father of Gary Friedlander

Tamuz 14 Abraham Grinshpan father of Menashe 

Grinsphan

Tamuz 14 Eric Levitt father of Sheldon Levitt

Tamuz 14 Irving Schacter father of Don Schacter

Tamuz 16 Philip Goldstein father of Evelyn Schaefer

Tamuz 17 Jacob Katzman uncle of Anita Shir-Jacob

Tamuz 17 Julius Skapinker father of Joel Avrich-

Skapinker

Tamuz 18 Doris Herber mother of Sandra Sherman

Tamuz 19 Irving Fox father of Lawrence Fox

Tamuz 19 Judit Jacob mother of Andrew Jacob

Tamuz 19 Imre Simor father of Andrew Simor

Tamuz 19 Sarah mother of Manfred Kagan

Tamuz 20 Jennie Bogomolny mother of Brenda Enchin 

and Howard Bogomolny

Tamuz 20 Norman Kotzer father of Betty Colt

Tamuz 20 Israel Leyb Naparstek father of Shirley Rubenzahl

Tamuz 21 Laura Fried daughter of Peter and 

Evelyn Fried

Tamuz 22 Raya Greenberg mother of Benjamin Geva

Tamuz 22 Tamara Anne Levene mother of Mark Levene

Tamuz 22 Louis Train father of Rosalyn Train
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

8

15

22

7

14

21

6

13

20

5

12

19

4

11

18

25

3

10

17

24

2

9

16

30

Sivan 23

Sivan 30

Tamuz 7

Tamuz 14

Sivan 29

Tamuz 6

Tamuz 13

Sivan 28

Tamuz 5

Tamuz 12

Sivan 27

Tamuz 4

Tamuz 11

Sivan 26

Tamuz 3

Tamuz 10

Tamuz 17

Sivan 25

Tamuz 2

Tamuz 9

Tamuz 16

Sivan 24

Tamuz 1

Tamuz 8

Tamuz 22

Sh’lach

Korach

Chukat

Balak

Services 9 am

Stuart Schoenfeld 
talk after kiddush

Services 9 am
Farewell to 
Re'em and Adi
          

Services 6 pm

Services 6 pm
Canamica 
Shabbat 
in the Woods

Services 6 pm
Castleview- 
Wychwood

8:38

8:42

8:44

Shacharit 9 am

Chalutzim Program
The Amazing Race

Shacharit 9 am

Services 9 am
Kensington Gardens  11am

Services 9 am
Kensington Gardens  11am

Learning in Chevruta 
7:30 pm

Learning in Chevruta 
7:30 pm

Learning in Chevruta 
7:30 pm
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

4

11

18

25

10

17

24

9

16

23

8

15

22

7

14

21

28

6

13

20

27

5

12

19

26

Iyar 24

Sivan 2

Sivan 9

Sivan 16

Sivan 1

Sivan 8

Sivan 15

Iyar 29

Sivan 7

Sivan 14

Iyar 28

Sivan 6

Sivan 13

Iyar 27

Sivan 5

Sivan 12

Sivan 19

Iyar 26

Sivan 4

Sivan 11

Sivan 18

Iyar 25

Sivan 3

Sivan 10

Sivan 17

Behar-Bechukati

Bamidbar

Nasso

Beha’alotcha

Services 9 am

Services 9 am
Noah Rubin Bar Mitzvah
        

Services 6 pm

Services 6 pm

Services 6 pm

8:11

8:19

8:26

Shacharit 9am

Shacharit 9 am

3 Iyar 23

Shacharit 9 am
Walk with Israel

Doors Open Toronto
Board Meeting 

7 pm

8:03

2 Iyar 221 Iyar 21

Shacharit 9 am

Services 6 pm

Mitzvah Day 
10 am – 6 pm

Services 9 am
Kensington Gardens 11am
Sydney Kohn Bat Mitzvah

Services 9 am
Kensington Gardens 11am
Josh Fogel talk 
               after kiddush

Bar/Bat Mitzvah class
5:45 pm

Learning in Chevruta 
7:30 pm

Learning in Chevruta 
7:30 pm

Learning in Chevruta 
7:30 pm

313029 Sivan 22Sivan 21Sivan 20

8:33Learning in Chevruta 
7:30 pm

Services 6 pm
Castleview- 
Wychwood

Yizkor

Shavuot Services 9 amShavuot Services 9 am

Community 
Shabbat Dinner 7 pmChalutzim 

Program & Dinner 
4 – 6 pm

Peoplehood Class
7 pm 

Peoplehood Class
7 pm 

Rosh Chodesh
Shacharit 7 am

Peoplehood Class
7 pm 

Tikkun Leil Shavuot
at the MNjcc 
8 pm - 6 am

Chloe Macklin 
Bat Mitzvah

CSA 5 – 7 pm

29282726 Tamuz 21Tamuz 20Tamuz 19Tamuz 18

23 Tamuz 15

8:45

Rosh Chodesh
Shacharit 9 am

Annex Festival on Bloor 
11 am – 6 pm

Shacharit 9 am
Pride Parade

Pinchas
Services 9 am

Peoplehood Class
7 pm 

Simone and Cleo 
Geggie

B’not Mitzvah

Shacharit 9 am
Annual 

General Meeting 
7 pm

Fast of Tamuz Board Transition Dinner
7 pm

Learning in Chevruta 
7:30 pm

CSA 4 – 7 pm

CSA 4 – 7 pm

CSA 4 – 7 pm

CSA 4 – 7 pm

CSA 5 – 7 pm

CSA 5 – 7 pm


