
Continuing our 100th year celebration and in honour of Passover -
This photo is of Linda Lipsky's family at the Passover table in the early 1930’s.

MARCH

2 Book Presentation with Andrea Most, 7:30 pm

8 Post Kiddush Talk with Danny Siegel

9 Hamantaschen Bake, 11 am

15 Post Kiddush Talk with Clifford Orwin

15 Purim: Shpiel, Megilah reading & Carnival from 8 pm

16 Purim: Shacharit and Megilah reading, 9 am

21, 22 Chalutzim Shabbaton Cottage Get-away

22 Conversation in Hebrew with Ariella, 10 am

Post Kiddush Talk with Cathy Mallove

23 Board Meeting, 7 pm

hhh

APRIL

1 Rosh Hodesh Nisan, Service 7 am

5 Post Kiddush Talk with Carolyne Van Der Meer

6 Chalutzim Amazing Race, 3 pm

6 Kensington Gardens Pesach Program, 10 am

12 Conversation in Hebrew with Ariella, 10 am

15, 16 Pesach Services, 9 am

19 Post Kiddush Talk with Dr. Eugene Ornstein

21 Pesach Services, 9 am

22 Pesach Services, including Yizkor, 9 am

23 Board Meeting, 7:30 pm

27 Yom HaShoah Commemoration, 6:45 pm

28 Adult Ed Program with Rabbi Lauren Berkun, 7:30 pm

30 Rosh Hodesh Iyyar, Service 7 am

hhh



tradition, not only the study of text and proper 

cantillation, but the role of every one of us in 

participating deeply in the rituals of observance.  When 

I returned to the bimah – after an absence of more 

than thirty years – it was as if I was seeing and 

experiencing the Torah scroll for the first time.

Torah chanting is particularly challenging.  There are no 

written notes or vowels in front of you so 

it's a little like walking a tightrope without 

a safety net, and all of us who are less 

practiced and adept step up to the bimah 

feeling nervous. I've made my share of 

mistakes, but the experience is hugely 

rewarding.  My personal goal – some day! 

– is to join the exclusive club of those who 

leyn the complete portion, all seven 

aliyahs.

At our services nowadays there are more 

opportunities than ever for volunteers.  Our esteemed 

long-time leyner, Rabbi Ben David, is chanting 

somewhat less often and we are looking for more 

volunteers to step forward.

Torah leyning is of course just one possibility.  You can 

also chant haftorahs – not quite as anxiety-provoking 

because the notes and vowels are right there on the 

page; or lead parts of the service; or even chant from 

the Purim megillah as I also hope to do this year.

Yet another possibility, one which is particularly worthy 

and rewarding, is to lead shiva services at houses of 

mourning.  We would love to see our roster of shiva 

leaders become larger.  We have scheduled classes in 

how to lead shiva services, on April 2 and 9.  If you're 

interested, please contact Rabbi Elkin or our Hesed 

chair, Sarah Margles.

But no matter what, please consider stepping forward 

and contributing something more to our Narayever 

services.  You'll be glad you did!

Harry Schachter

Dear Friends,

There's a certain style of synagogue service that most of 

us have seen from time to time, where the 

congregation functions as the audience while a chazzan 

and rabbi do all the work up at the front.  Here at the 

Narayever we're not like that.  We pride ourselves in 

being participatory.  Each of us can play a greater or 

lesser role in the service.

As a member of our shul, I have tried over 

the years to develop my synagogue skills 

and to play, if not a greater role, at least a 

middling one.  The results have been 

deeply fulfilling for me, and by telling you 

something about my journey, perhaps I can 

encourage others to do the same.

It's a long long time ago, but I still have 

vivid memories of studying my Torah and 

haftorah portions in the months before my 

bar mitzvah.  My teacher was a gruff older man who 

drilled me weekly – by rote -- in the proper cantillation 

and pronunciation of the passages.  The lessons were a 

chore I understood I had to endure, just like all my other 

friends and classmates did at our Orthodox shul.  I recall 

taking no pleasure in the work, and the ultimate 

accomplishment, such as it was, consisted in getting 

through without a mistake and thus not embarrassing 

myself on the big day.

It was many years before I felt moved to return to the 

chanting of Torah and haftorah.  It was only as a much 

older adult, with a more mature understanding and 

appreciation of our religious tradition, that I could 

imagine giving myself over to the detailed and laborious 

study and preparation required to get ready for 

chanting in shul.  Twenty years ago, I sought out the 

help of a knowledgeable fellow congregant (at a 

different shul) and began the process of studying trop.  

As you would imagine, the work was more demanding 

for me than it had been when I was twelve and 

thirteen.  But this time felt very different.  I understood 

that I was exploring something fundamental in our 
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safeguards the rights of, among others, women and gays. 

Many of those who oppose the Charter, like me, maintain 

that their opponents just don't grasp the discriminatory 

effect this legislation would have on law-abiding citizens 

of faith who want to contribute to the wider society while 

still observing the tenets of their tradition. 

As Becker reminds us, perhaps more attention should be 

given to a third possible alternative: that 

those we disagree with have heard our 

position, and perhaps even have some 

sympathy for it, but have decided that on 

balance the weight of argument is against us. 

Someone who supports the Charter may in 

fact understand that certain people who hold 

moderate, non-fanatic, un-misogynistic or 

un-homophobic religious faith will have their 

individual rights curtailed by it. They may 

even regret that result. But on balance, they 

conclude that in the context of a world which 

has suffered so much from religious fanaticism in our 

time, the importance of maintaining a neutral state 

outweighs that individual harm. 

As for the anti-Charter position, its complexity is revealed 

in the fact that many on that side of the debate defend 

the right of civil servants to wear a kippah or a hijab, but 

draw the line at religious garb which covers the face. If so, 

then the anti-Charter position is more nuanced than 

simply “religious freedom” and there is indeed a 

conversation to be had about how government employees 

present themselves to the public and there is indeed a 

place where individual rights might conceivably be 

curtailed.

I remain firmly anti-Charter and I hope the people of 

Quebec reject it so that the great Jewish community in 

that province may continue to flourish. But I also hope 

that as the debate over religion and society continues 

there, as well as in different forms here, we can move past 

the characterization of others as people who “just don't 

get it”. The majority of people for or against may indeed 

understand the issues clearly, and the genuine price to be 

paid if their side “wins”. As Becker writes, acknowledging 

complexity is a measure of integrity, not of weakness. 

Rabbi Ed Elkin

3

Dear Friends,

Following my ordination as a rabbi, my first job was as an 

assistant rabbi in a large synagogue in Montreal. All I knew 

about Montreal was that my parents had gone there on 

their honeymoon in 1949, and that Mordecai Richler 

wrote about it. I also had a vague sense that people there 

spoke French. But despite my ignorance, the job seemed 

like an exciting opportunity and so off I went. 

I ended up living in Montreal for six years.       

I grew a great deal professionally during 

those years; I met Linda there, and we had 

our first child there. I have always retained a 

reservoir of affection for the place.

But now comes the PQ's Charter of Values.    

I share the feelings of bafflement and 

alienation that so many other commentators 

have written about as they consider the 

proposed Charter. As a religious minority, we 

are clearly discriminated against by its most notorious 

provisions. Obviously not all Jews wear distinctive garb, 

but it is certainly in our interest to safeguard the right to 

do so by public servants – especially when doing so poses 

no harm to anyone else. What can the proponents of 

these measures be thinking? How come they just don't 

get it? If they would just open their eyes, surely they'd see 

what a travesty the Charter is.

In this regard, I was intrigued to read a recent column by 

Tal Becker, a fellow at the Shalom Hartman Institute in 

Jerusalem. The column was about the Mideast conflict 

and had nothing to do with the Charter of Values. But 

Becker's comments are relevant to the ongoing 

conversation about the Charter. He writes that we often 

claim that we only want to be heard, to be understood, by 

others. However, this claim misses something 

fundamental about human nature. “Alongside the need to 

be understood is the important function played by being 

able to claim that we are misunderstood. If we can say 

that the person we argue against “doesn't get it,” the 

problem is not with our position but with their 

comprehension. We insulate ourselves from scrutiny, 

blaming the audience rather than the argument.”

Many of those who advocate for the Charter claim that 

their opponents just don't understand the dangers posed 

by religion to the idea of a neutral, secular state which 
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Special Post Kiddush, Shabbat April 19, 2014

The Shtetl Narayev and Its 

Most Famous Citizen, with Eugene Ornstein

According to shul lore, our shul was 

originally founded by immigrants 

from the Galician shtetl of Narayev, 

now part of the Ukraine. But what do 

we know about the shtetl whose 

name we bear and the lives of its 

inhabitants? 

Join us for this special Post-Kiddush 

to learn more about the town of 

Narayev and especially about its most famous son, 

noted Yiddish poet and writer Moyshe Nadir.  

Dr. Eugene Orenstein is Associate Professor Emeritus of 

Jewish Studies at McGill University, specializing in the 

area of modern Jewish social and intellectual history, 

with particular emphasis on the Jewish labor and 

socialist movement in Eastern Europe and North 

America and the development of modern Yiddish 

culture.

jjj

jjj

Upcoming Centennial Programming                         

presented by the Social Action Committee

During our Centennial year, we are pausing to look back 

on our history as a shul, and also look ahead as we 

consider the kind of community we are creating in our 

second century. 

One of our key values as a community has always been 

tzedakah, going back to the early days when our 

forebears raised money to help the folks back in 

Narayev buy a cow, all the way up to today's Yom Kippur 

appeal, in which we raise $70 - $80,000 every year to 

help causes we believe in locally, and in Israel.  

On this subject, and others near to our hearts, please 

join us at these upcoming programs and events: 

Post Kiddush, Shabbat March 8, 2014

 with Danny Siegel

In this session, tzedakah maven and 

distinguished poet Danny Siegel, 

founder of the Ziv Tzedakah Fund 

which we have supported for many 

years with grants from our Yom 

Kippur fund, will help us reflect on 

the true meaning of tzedakah in the 

Jewish tradition. He will also tell us a 

bit about why he has dedicated his 

own life to helping others, and what 

we can do as individuals and as a community. See 

Spotlight feature in this issue for more about Ziv (p.18). 

jjj

jjj
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An ongoing Social Action Centennial Campaign is 

striving to register 100 new organ donors
jjj

jjj

A widely held misconception is that, as Jews, we are 

prohibited from donating our organs so that others may 

live. Actually, organ transplantation has been deemed 

halachically appropriate since at least 1986. 

Thousands of Ontarians are dying while awaiting an 

organ for transplantation while our enduring error has 

resulted in comparatively low registration rates among 

us. Let's turn these numbers around!  

Please visit beadonor.ca/narayever to register and/or to 

learn more.
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SAVE THE DATE!

The Meaning of Egalitarianism 

in our Second Century

with Rabbi Steven Sager

During our Centennial year, we would like to engage 

in some high level reflection on where we've been 

and where we're going as a 

community. 

To help us do that, we are going to 

be hosting Narayever's first ever 

Scholar-in-Residence.

Rabbi Steven Sager is director of 

Sicha, which promotes the ongoing 

dialogue between classical Jewish texts and lived 

experience, helping leaders and communities enlist 

the Jewish past in service of the Jewish future 

(www. sichaconversation.org). 

He will be leading us in conversation that weekend 

about the meaning of egalitarianism, a word which 

our Narayever community has used to define itself 

since the 1980s. 

What are the roots of egalitarianism in the Jewish 

textual tradition? What does the term mean in the 

Jewish present, when the principles of feminism 

have been embraced by much (though certainly not 

all) of our world? How do we envision the 

development of egalitarianism in the future? Join us 

for the exciting conversation that weekend. Details 

to follow. 

kkk

kkk

kkk

kkk

kkk

Post Kiddush, Shabbat May 31, 2014

Celebrating 100 Years of the FNC: 

Reflections on Jewish Life in Canada, Past, 

Present, Future with Randal Schnoor

We are celebrating our centennial at a 

time when North American Jewry is 

going through a time of reflection. 

Recent polling data in the United 

States has highlighted profound 

changes taking place in Jewish life. 

Many North American communities 

have been moved to reassess the 

values and practices that bond community members. 

How are these developments manifesting themselves in 

Canada? Is Jewish life changing and if so, which directions 

is it taking? Randal Schnoor joins us to discuss some of 

these themes and questions.  

Dr. Schnoor, a sociologist and shul member, teaches at the 

Koschitzky Centre for Jewish Studies at York University

jjj

jjj

May 23 - 25, 2014
Centennial Scholar in Residence Weekend



Book Presentation

Sunday March 2, 7:30 pm

Andrea Most, Theatrical Liberalism

For centuries, Jews lived in diverse countries with 

vibrant theatrical cultures, yet they were one of the few 

peoples without a sanctioned theatrical tradition of 

their own. In the modern era, however, Jews came to be 

among the most important creators of popular theater 

and film. Why? 

In Theatrical Liberalism, Andrea 

Most illustrates how American Jews 

used theatre to navigate encounters 

with modern culture, negotiating a 

position for themselves within and 

alongside Protestant liberalism by 

reimagining key aspects of 

traditional Judaism as theatrical. 

Discussing works from the Hebrew 

Bible to The Jazz Singer and Young 

Frankenstein, Most situates 

American popular culture in the religious traditions that 

informed the worldviews of its practitioners. 

In this presentation, Andrea will introduce the key 

concepts of her book, using songs and film clips from 

popular culture to bring her argument to life. Light 

refreshments will be provided.

Andrea Most is Associate Professor of American 

Literature and Jewish Studies in the Department of 

English at the University of Toronto and winner of the 

2005 Kurt Weill Prize for distinguished scholarship on 

musical theatre. A local food activist as well as a 

professor, Andrea headed the Narayever's Core Group 

for the Everdale Farm Community Supported 

Agriculture program and has been Co-Chair of the 

Narayever Food Committee and the lead organizer of 

the First Narayever's Sustainable Food Initiative since 

2009, and has served as a member of the Hazon Food 

Council since 2011. 

kkk

kkk

kkk

kkk

kkk

She is a founding Board member of Shoresh and one of 

the main organizers of Shoresh's Jewish Food 

Conference as well as a co-creator of Bela Farm, a 

centre for sustainable land-based Judaism in rural 

Ontario. Most's new research project, Holy Lands, 

focuses on food, agriculture, and religion in Canada 

and the United States. 

Post Kiddush, Shabbat March 15, 2014

What to do with Amalek?

With Clifford Orwin

On Shabbat Zakhor, we confront one of the most 

puzzling features of our Torah: the simultaneous 

commands to remember Amalek and to blot their 

memory out from under the sun.

 This contradiction first appears at Sh'mot 17:8-16 and 

is reprised at D'varim 25:17-19, the passage we read on 

Shabbat Zakhor. Amalek makes their last Biblical stand 

in the Book of Esther in Haman. Who or what was/is 

Amalek and can we make sense of these seemingly 

contradictory mitzvot?

Shul member Clifford Orwin is a Professor of Political 

Science, Classics, and Jewish Studies and a Fellow of St. 

Michael's College and Senior Fellow of Massey College 

at the University of Toronto. He is a Distinguished 

Visiting Fellow and Member of the Boyd C. and Jill 

Smith Task Force on the Virtues of a Free Society, 

Hoover Institution of Stanford University.

kkk

kkk

6

SHUL MATTERS

ADULT EDUCATION

NARAYEVER NEWS

MARCH, APRIL  2014 TADAR 1, ADAR 2, NISAN  5774        



SHUL MATTERS

7

NARAYEVER NEWS

Post Kiddush, Shabbat April 5, 2014

Motherlode: A Mosaic of Dutch 

Wartime Experience

With Carolyne Van Der Meer

Carolyne will join us to talk about 

her experiences writing and 

researching Motherlode, a 

creative reinterpretation 

through short stories, poems, 

and essays of the experiences 

of her mother and other 

individuals who spent their 

childhood in Nazi-occupied 

Holland. The book is based 

on interviews with the 

author's mother and other Dutch 

Canadians, interviews with and letters from Canadian 

Jewish war veterans, and information provided by 

individuals with direct or indirect experience of the 

Dutch Resistance. It also documents the author's 

personal journey as she uncovers her mother's past 

through their correspondence and discussions and 

through research in the Netherlands. 

Carolyne will share some of her insights on discovering 

onderduik (going into/being in hiding) and the work her 

family did to help Jewish families in the Netherlands 

during the occupation. In addition, she will talk about 

how writing Motherlode brought her closer to her 

aging mother and enabled her to see motherhood 

differently.

Carolyne Van Der Meer is a journalist, public relations 

professional and university lecturer. She has 

undergraduate and graduate degrees in English 

Literature from University of Ottawa and Concordia 

University respectively, and has a Graduate Certificate 

in Creative Writing from the Humber School for Writers. 

She has published journalistic articles, essays, short 

stories and poems in publications in Canada and 

internationally. 

Special Talk, Monday April 28, 7:30 pm

Where is God in the Midst of Suffering?

With Rabbi Lauren Berkun

In this post Yom HaShoah seminar, 

Rabbi Lauren Berkun will address the 

classic dilemma of faith:  the problem 

of theodicy.  How do we understand 

God, God's power, and God's 

goodness in the face of evil? During 

our Centennial year, let us consider 

together how our theology evolves 

and changes and develops over time, just as our 

congregation has evolved and changed over time in 

response to the needs of our community and our 

understanding of the world.

 

Rabbi Lauren Berkun is the Director of Rabbinic and 

Synagogue Programs for the Shalom Hartman Institute 

of North America.  She graduated summa cum laude 

from Princeton University and was ordained in 2001 at 

the Jewish Theological Seminary. Rabbi Berkun has 

written and taught extensively on the topics of mikveh, 

sexual ethics, and body image. She is also a certified 

Sivananda yoga instructor and teaches seminars on 

Jewish meditation and Jewish mysticism.  She lives in 

Aventura, Florida.

Reuven Shlozberg

education@narayever.ca

Judy Brown and Rick Nelson

Debora Miller-Lichtenstein

Michael Shinewald and 

his daughter Lily

We warmly welcome 
to our community 
these new members
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PURIM CELEBRATIONS
Saturday, March 15, beginning at 8 pm at the shul

Maariv will be followed by a rollicking Purim Shpiel 

and megillah reading. Be sure to join us downstairs in 

the Social Hall for the annual Narayever Purim 

Carnival where our own joyful brand of organized 

chaos reigns. And do come in fancy dress! Prizes will 

be awarded for the best and most original costumes.

Bring groggers or buy noisy boxes of Wacky Mac 

to rattle; we’ll collect them afterwards for the 

Food Bank. Bring Mishloah Manot bags to donate to 

JF & C or purchase them from the Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

class on site. 

Proceeds of the sale 

of Mishloach Manot 

will go to Operation 

Smile - providing 

free surgeries to 

repair cleft lip, cleft 

palate and other 

facial deformities for 

children around the globe, and also to the Israel 

Cancer Research Fund.

There will also be a megillah reading on Sunday 

March 16, during the shaharit service which begins at 

9 am.

ggg

ggg

ggg

on 

site 

BUT WAIT! WHY STOP THERE? 

Let's continue our tradition of making our carnival fun and 

eco-friendly. Instead of prizes from dollar stores, let's 

search our homes for prizes: gently-used (and clean!) 

unwanted toys, books, knick-knacks, stationary, crafts, 

sports equipment, etc. 

Please bring your donations to the shul on Sunday, March 

9, during or after the Hamantaschen Bake or call or email 

the office at 416.927.0546 or admin@narayever.ca to 

arrange an alternate drop-off time before March 13, 2014.

ggg

ggg

Here comes Purim!

  
Sunday, March 9, 2014
11 am - 2 pm

Come on by to help make delicious organic 

Hamantaschen for the Narayever Purim Celebration. 

This is a fun event for the whole family. 

For more information please contact Food 

Committee Chair Sue Weinstein at 

s.weinstein@rogers.com.

ggg

OUR ANNUAL 
HAMANTASCHEN BAKE
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SHUL MATTERS

The Food Committee has had a busy winter!  

We are very excited that Everdale Farm is now our year-

round CSA provider.  Every week from June to 

December, and bi-weekly from January to May, 

Everdale is providing our shul community with beautiful 

local and organic produce.  

More than fifty families brave the arctic weather every 

two weeks to pick up their supply of ingredients for 

warm winter soups and stews from a wonderful winter 

abundance in the shul basement.    

With Everdale's new greenhouse, we can even look 

forward to fresh greens in late February!  And of 

course, the Stoddarts continue to deliver eggs bi-

weekly and CIPM provides us with local grains and 

flours once a month in the winter.  Missed out on the 

winter share?  Look for sign-ups for the main season in 

Narayever Net in April.  

Holidays always include food and this winter the Food 

Committee has collaborated with both Celebrations and 

the Social Action Committee to make our holiday 

celebrations as tasty, healthy, and ethical as possible.  

At the Tu B'Shevat Seder this year, Food Committee 

member Lisa Rosen spoke of the importance of our 

shul's sustainable food initiative, and discussed how 

even small changes can have big effects on our health 

and the health of our communities.  

Describing what the Environmental Working Group 

calls the “Dirty Dozen,” Lisa explained that, because of 

the way they are grown, certain fruits (and vegetables) 

are particularly high in pesticides and should be 

avoided.  

For the shul meals, therefore, we try to always use 

organically grown versions of those items.  For Purim, 

we once again will have organic, shul-made 

hamantaschen, baked by a team of shul members of all 

ages led by Sarah Colman.  

And for Passover, we are working with the Social Action 

Committee to make kosher fair-trade chocolate 

available for your Passover seders!  Watch the 

Narayever Net for details on ordering this delicious 

chocolate which is both organic and harvested by 

labourers who are paid a fair living wage.  

Along with the chocolate, we will provide a Haggadah 

insert from Fair Trade Judaica about labor conditions in 

the chocolate and coffee business which you can use to 

spark discussion at your seders.

9
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FOOD COMMITTEE

FOOD COMMITTEE

Sue Weinstein
food@narayever.ca

Mazel Tov to...

Julia Gluck, on receiving the Canadian 

Association of Management Consultants 

Golden Jubilee Award for extraordinary 

leadership and service to the profession

Kalman and Sharon Weiser, on the birth of 

their daughter Talia Eden

Tami and Marshall Korenblum, on the birth 

of their grandchildren Max and Alegra

Nava and Benjy Rubin, on the marriage of 

their son Ori to Laila Hubert
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MAKING PESACH

If you would like information about kashering your 

kitchen for Pesach, please contact Rabbi Elkin. 

Authorization of Agent to Sell Hametz – Mekhirat 

Hametz

There are four ways we fulfill the biblical mitzvah of 

ridding ourselves of hametz before Passover: 

1. We clean our homes.

2. We burn any remaining crumbs. 

3. We verbally declare that any hametz in our

 possession is worthless, nullified, and no longer

owned by us.

4. In order to ensure that there is no question

 about our intent to remove hamets from our

 possession, we sell hametz to a non-Jew.

hh

hh

hh

We wish the entire Narayever 

family a hag sameach v’Kasher 
lll

hh

hh

The following are some notes and information 

pertaining to the upcoming hag:

SEDER MATCHING

Every year we endeavour to match members of our 

community with other Narayever families for a Passover 

seder. If you would like to be hosted for a seder (don't 

be bashful!), or if you would like to open your seder to 

guests from the shul, please contact Alexa Sulzenko at 

fn.meal.matching@gmail.com or 416.408.5564.

MAOT HITTIM (Food Drive)

Please consider helping others of limited means 

observe a proper Pesach. One way to participate in the 

mitzvah of maot hittin is to contribute to the National 

Council of Jewish Women's food drive. This drive 

provides Pesach food for over 10,000 people in the GTA, 

and the NCJW must raise $125,000 in order to be able 

to do it. To donate, either go to http://www.ncjwc-

ts.org/  or call 416.633.5100. Delivery day is April 6 

from 8:30 - noon – let them know if you can help 

delivering. If you would like a Pesach food basket from 

NCJW, either let them know directly, or Rabbi Elkin can 

arrange it for you.

NARAYEVER NEWS

You will have to do the cleaning, burning, and 

nullification. But I can assist you in the sale of your 

hametz, if you delegate that authority to me. 

If you would like me to do so, I need to receive the 

form by Thursday April 10, 2014 at the latest. 

In order for me to take care of this for you please send 

the form on the next page.  You may either drop the 

form at the shul, mail it to the shul at 187 Brunswick 

Ave., Toronto M5S 2M4, fax it to 416.927.0486, or 

scan/email it to rabbi@narayever.ca.  

vvv

vvv

PESACH MATTERS

PESACH
FIRST SEDER

Monday night April 14, 2014

Rabbi Ed Elkin
rabbi@narayever.ca
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PESACH - HAMETZ FORM

I, ____________________________________ ,  (acting on behalf of and with the authorization of my entire family) hereby 

First Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________________

Second Address:   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Signature:  ___________________________________________    Date:  _________________________________________

ggg

authorize Rabbi Ed Elkin to act as my agent to sell the hametz that may be at home, at my place of business, or elsewhere, in 

accordance with the requirements and provisions of Jewish law. I have placed my hametz and mixtures and objects 

aining hametz in specially designated storage areas within my home, which is at…cont

PESACH 2014
Dates and times of services

April 15 & 16 at 9 am 

April 21 at 9 am

April 22 (including Yizkor) at 9 am

On Sunday, April 6 from 10 to 11 am, favourite hits from 

the Haggadah will be featured, in a community - all ages 

program at Kensington Gardens nursing home.

If you're interested in practicing some Pesach tunes to 

be ready for your seder, please join us in the all purpose 

room in the south building at 25 Brunswick Ave.  Teens 

looking for community hours are welcome to attend.

For more info, contact janis.rubenzahl@gmail.com

hhh

hhh

Pesach Program 

at Kensington Gardens

In need of financial 
assistance for Pesach?

Pesach can be a very expensive holiday to 

observe properly. Are you in need of financial 

assistance to keep a kosher yontif? 

Rabbi Elkin has special funds set aside for 

members of the congregation in this situation. 

Please contact the rabbi, in full confidence, at 

416.487.4200, or rabbi@narayever.ca 

jjj
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Six months ago, we came to Toronto with lots of fears 

for the unknown and with a huge excitement in our 

hearts about the upcoming year. 

We came to the shul exactly during the High Holydays. 

Out of nowhere we found ourselves standing on the 

bima, leading the prayer for the State of Israel. We 

didn't believe we were there. After a year of interviews, 

seminars, and lots of questions about this program, we 

were in Toronto at the shul and we ready to take off, 

together as a strong team, toward a once in a lifetime 

experience. 

We can't say it was easy: we had to face lots of 

challenges in the beginning, both professional and 

emotional. We had to deal with the distance, the life 

we had left behind us, and getting to know a new 

culture, and a new city.  And what about moving in with 

strange families and to try to feel at home although you 

are far away from your safe zone? 

Now, we feel that all this, this shnat sherut, has taught 

us how to be creative and innovative. It helps us to 

develop our personal character while overcoming our 

challenges. Canada is showing us that we are able to do 

things we had never thought we would be able to do!

Always in life, people try to find out if they have chosen 

the right path in life, afraid of the road not yet travelled, 

of taking the one decision that will change your whole 

destiny.

During the past six months we had several experiences 

that showed us that we are on the right path: Every day 

when we come to DJDS we feel incredible love from the 

kids; every time when we surprise them with our 

“Shinshinim Radio” or come into their classes to run fun 

activities about Israel, we know we are part of 

something great. 

In addition, every Shabbat at shul, when we see our 

amazing chalutzim who have become our best friends, 

we discuss Israel with them and just have fun and we 

know that we are part of something great. Another 

Reflections from our Shinshinim

Hadar and Gal

great example is the Rabin ceremony we ran this 

November. 

During that evening, we felt an amazing support and 

trust from our community and we felt honored to be 

part of such a great program. We will never forget 

every holiday and Shabbat with the shul, or every 

family that invited us over Shabbat. 

All of those amazing experiences showed us that we 

are part of something great called the “Shinshinim 

Program” and every day we feel like we are in the place 

we should be. 

We have looked for words to sum up the past six 

months in Toronto but there is no better word but         

- thank you for these amazing experiences! 

Hadar and Gal 

N A R AY E V E R    N E W S
MARCH, APRIL  2014                     ADAR I, ADAR II, NISAN  5774

Newsletter Editors: Dan Mendelsohn Aviv & Marsha Frydenberg

MARCH, APRIL  2014 TADAR 1, ADAR 2, NISAN  5774        



SHUL MATTERS

In late January, I caught up with most of our First 

Narayever alumni Shinshinim at a restaurant in 

Jerusalem for the Toronto Shinshinim Alumni Dinner. 

When I arrived at the restaurant, a loud buzz of 

animated conversation led me to the room designated 

for this amazing reunion. Everywhere I looked there 

were soldiers in IDF uniforms being enveloped in big 

hugs by representatives from the more than 25 Jewish 

institutions who participate in the program.

The Narayever and our downtown partners have three 

pairs of alumni Shinshinim:  

2010-2011: Yuval Gur and Re’ut Rozner

2011-2012: Itay Buchnik and Roni Ben Zikry

2012-2013: Re’em Korine and Adi Novak

Only Re'em was not able to attend the dinner; his leave 

from his fighter pilot training program was cancelled at 

the very last minute. 

So, you might be wondering, where are they now?

Yuval is almost finished the second year of his 

Chovlim Course in the Israeli Navy. By next fall, he will 

have earned a BA from the University of Haifa and be 

assigned to a ship where he will continue his training to 

become a chief engineer. 

Re’ut is an officer, having graduated last year from 

Officers' School, and is responsible for soldiers who are 

weapons specialists. She is based in the south right 

now, but is expecting that she may move on to another 

base as she assumes some new responsibilities.

Roni is due to graduate as an officer, specializing in 

sharp-shooting. She, like Re'ut, will serve an additional 

year in the IDF as a result of her commitment to be an 

officer. Roni describes the officer training program as 

excellent training for managing people as well as 

providing new and exciting insights into the 

history and culture of the Jewish people. 

        Itay is a commander in a Search and 

Rescue Unit, training soldiers for the critical 

role they play in both peace and (hopefully 

not) war. He will soon be enrolled in Officers' 

School, and is looking forward to the new 

challenges it will present.

       Adi is a weapons instructor training 

other soldiers.  She finds her role 

challenging and rewarding.

       Re’em was only recently inducted into 

the IDF, having had to pass some very 

difficult exams in order to be accepted into 

the fighter pilot program. 

It was wonderful to see these young people 

looking so well and so clearly taking on their current 

challenges with the courage and enthusiasm with 

which they took on their shlichut. 

As we said goodbye, the Shinshinim gave us hugs 

which clearly transmitted their affection and regard for 

us as representatives of the community which gave 

them what one of them called “the best year of my 

life”. We hope that our current year's Shinshinim, 

Hadar and Gal, feel the same way, and we look forward 

to meeting our new Shinshinim next fall. 

More on them in our next newsletter!

Julia Gluck
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Left to right -- Reut Rozner, Rabbi Ed, Janice Feldman (Paul Penna 
DJDS), Itay Buchnik, Julia Gluck, Yuval Gur, Roni Ben Zikry, Adi Novak
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It seems that during the fall and winter, there is no time 

to breathe from one youth activity to the next! As usual, 

our Shabbat Youth Leader team have been busy planning 

and running creative programming for our shul kids from 

Rimonim (tots through grade one) Netivot (grades 2-5) 

and our newest group Solelim (grades 6 and 7).  

Alternating with Rimonim, every other Shabbat our 

committed B'yachad parents take the lead for our 

youngest members with the service in our social hall.  

There is no space in the synagogue that is not well used 

on a Shabbat morning!

Our Shinshinim, Hadar and Gal have been providing lively 

debates and activities for the Chalutzim teen group on 

Shabbat mornings on the weeks alternating with Solelim.  

It's terrific to see our young people engaged in 

thoughtful dialogue, and enjoying being together. Watch 

Narayever Net for the precise schedule each week of 

Shabbat youth programming.

The Chalutzim (Teen Board), the Shinshinim and I 

are busy planning activities for the remainder of the 

winter and this spring. These will include:

This year's BBM Class are enjoying each other's company 

twice a month.  It is a dynamic group and Rabbi Ed, 

Hadar, Gal and I are having a great time with them as we 

explore topics to get them thinking about becoming 

young Jewish adults.  

We have had “A Walk through the Shabbat Morning 

Service” with our capable volunteer station and group 

leaders Laraine and Neil Naft, Ari Kaplan, Jennifer Paton 

Smith and Debbie Greenberg; we explored changes and 

variations in how the Sh'ma is chanted around the world; 

had an introduction to Israeli music by Hadar and Gal, 

and an animated session on the “December Dilemma”,  

living in a society where we are surrounded by Christmas.

Va'ad 
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◆ Great Chalutzim Shabbaton Cottage

 Get-away,  March 21 - 22, 2014

◆   Chalutzim Amazing Race: 

Sunday April 6, 2014 from 3 - 6 pm

kkk

The Rabbi, youth committee and I are also exploring 

ideas for programming to forge stronger connections 

among our young families; with each other and with the 

shul.  In particular, we hope to focus on families with 

kids in the years past the B’yachad/Rimonim ages and 

prior to Bar/Bat Mitzvah.  If you have any suggestions or 

are interested in participating in planning a ONE-TIME-

Only project, please let us know by contacting me 

(Beth@narayever.ca) or our youth committee chair, 

Teddy (Teddy79@sympatico.ca)

Looking forward to lots of action packed programming 

with the FNC kids and families in the weeks ahead!

Beth Komito-Gottlieb, 
Family and Youth Engagement Coordinator
beth@narayever.ca

Reservations are now 
open for anyone 
wishing to book a 
date for 2016. Some 
families have locked 
in dates already. So if 
you have not 

contacted anyone at the shul yet please do so.

If you are expecting to have a celebration in 2015, 
please advise us immediately since reservations 
have been open for a year.  Note that there are still 
a lot of dates available.

If you are new to this and require more 
information you may visit the shul's website at 
http://narayever.ca/barbat-mitzvah/. 

You may also contact me at ed@ewarch.ca.

Ed Weinberg

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Chair

bbm@narayever.ca

BAR and BAT 

MITZVAH SIMCHAS

To Parents with 

children celebrating      

a bar or bat mitzvah    

in 2015 or 2016

kkkk

SHUL MATTERS
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Shul member Jeroham Singer 
teaches bat mitzvah class 
student about tefillin.
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On February 7th a Community Shabbat  Dinner 

organized by the committee was held at our shul. 

It was a wonderful 

opportunity for 

members of all ages to 

come together and 

welcome Shabbat and 

get to know each other 

in an informal 

atmosphere. 

Our caterer, Rachel 

Zilberg, certainly outdid 

herself in preparing a 

delicious Mediterranean feast. Special thanks to 

committee member Alexa Sulzenko for taking the lead 

in organizing the event and Beth Komito-Gottlieb and 

our shinshinim for creating the Israeli programming.

The committee has been busy looking at the 

membership categories offered at Narayever as well as 

our marketing materials. Our single price adult 

membership structure is quite unique in Toronto. We 

are looking at what other shuls are offering as well as 

discussing concerns raised by our own members. 

Another aspect of our policy that is being examined is 

our subsidy program.  It is a thought provoking dialogue 

that will take us a couple more months to complete. We 

would welcome any input members may have – send 

me an e-mail with your thoughts. 

Brian Finch, who is responsible for our wonderful 

Facebook page, is in Israel for three months (we are all 

so jealous!). He will continue to update the page from 

Israel with the assistance of his new back-up, Alex 

Barkin. If you haven't 'liked' the page yet, please do so.

Our shul is always looking for new members. If you 

have friends or family who may be interested in joining 

our synagogue please encourage them to 'check us out' 

either in person on any Shabbat morning or on our 

website (www.narayever.ca). If they have any questions 

I would welcome the opportunity to talk with them.

MEMBERSHIP & SHUL COMMUNITY
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A special evening dedicated to those who 

perished in the shtetl Narayev during the Shoah. 

Please join us on Sunday, April 27, 2014, at the 

shul as we come together as a community to 

honour the memories of those murdered in the 

Shoah. 

Mincha service will begin at 6:45 pm. From 7 to 

8:30 pm, we will listen to readings and music, 

light memorial candles, recite the names of 

family members who were victims of the Shoah, 

and participate in song and prayer. 

In honour of our shul's 100th anniversary, we 

will place special emphasis on memorializing the 

Jewish Community of Nareyev, which was 

destroyed during the war. For more information, 

please contact Beth McAuley at 

bmcauley@web.net.

Yom HaShoah candles 
The candles will be available for pickup at 

the shul starting in April. They will be in a 

bin under the back stairs on the south 

wall, and will be available any time. 

If you have any questions about the yellow 

candles, please contact Marsha or Ariella at the shul 

office at 416.927.0546, or email

hh

hh

hhh

hhh

hhh

YOM HASHOAH COMMEMORATION
Sunday April 27, 2014 from 6:45 - 8 pm

admin@narayever.ca.David Barkin
membership@narayever.ca
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SOCIAL ACTION

Hey Shayne, how's the committee doing?

Good! We're not meeting as much as last year, we're 

just doing stuff instead. It flies in the face of standard 

committee practice, but this year it seems to be 

working. 

“Working”, eh? Like how?

Read this Newsletter for examples! Individuals (and 

thanks Eliana for being our youngest contributor ever!!) 

inspire and support us all towards volunteerism through 

our Mitzvah Mentor feature. Our collective action 

through the Yom Kippur Fund is profiled and celebrated 

in our Spotlight feature!

Oh right! The YK Fund! What's new with that?

By the time you read this your generous Yom Kippur 

5774 contributions will be designated to great causes 

by our hard working committee. 

Do you ever take on the bigger questions about why to 

give? 

Funny you should ask. Danny Siegel (dannysiegel.com) 

is coming to answer that question on March 8th post-

kiddush - read the Centennial and Spotlight columns for 

why you'd want to listen. 

Ok, I just read them. What's this about 100 new organ 

donor registrations?

Yup. That's us. www.beadonor.ca/narayever, you've 

already read the Centennial column for details… 

Aaaand I hear that now you also want our blood?

Yes, actually. Thanks for offering. Don't get this 

confused with the organ donor drive, though this 

invitation does tap a similar vein…  Mark your 

hh

hh

hh

hh

hh

hh

calendars!  On March 18th, the blood drive downtown 

celebrates Shaya Petroff's 120th blood donation.  See 

the box at the bottom of this page.

What else should we look forward to?

◆   March 22nd post Kiddush : Shabbat Itanu is annual 

UJA program during which we reflect on how our 

community opens our doors to those with a label or 

disability. Shul member Cathy Mallove will deliver a 

post-kiddush talk about her personal experiences as 

the parent of a special needs child.

◆   For Pesach, see the Food Committee's report on our 

exciting collaboration to bring fair trade / slave-labour-

free chocolate to our congregation.

◆   We're contributing a song to the Purim Shpiel. After 

all, what's more festive than songs to register *100* 

congregants for post-mortem organ donation? Not 

much, I tell you. Not much.

hh

hh

hh

Shayne Robinson interviews Shayne Robinson, 
Chair of Social Action Committee

Shaya Petroff has been a member of the Narayever 
for many years. He has also been a blood donor for 
many years.  Canadian Blood Services has held 
special clinics in the past to celebrate Shaya's 100th 
and 115th donations.  

This year Canadian Blood Services is celebrating 
Shaya's 120th donation by holding a special clinic on 
Tuesday March 18, 2014 from 3 to 7 pm at the 
Canadian Blood Services permanent clinic at The 
ManuLife Centre,  55 Bloor St. West on the 2nd floor. 

The Social Action Committee of the Narayever 
Congregation is proud to add its support to this 
celebratory event and we invite all Narayever 
members and friends to join Shaya in giving a blood 
donation on March 18, 2014.  

Shayne Robinson
socialaction@narayever.ca
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Tell us about yourself, your family, career.  You know, 

some background… 

My name is Eliana and I am a student at Northern 

Secondary.    I went to Paul Penna Downtown Jewish Day 

School for 7 years. I have a great and supportive family 

who inspire me all the time to do tikkun olam. One person 

that really stands out is my grandmother who is an active 

member at Na'amat. In my spare time I enjoy dancing and 

singing. 

What was your first introduction to social action?

When I was 11 years old, I had to pick an organization to 

do tikkun olam for my bat mitzvah. I worked organizing 

clothing donations at V'ahavta Toronto with my friend. 

When I was at Paul Penn,a my school worked with Free the 

Children to build a school in Sierra Leone. This was my first 

introduction to social action and for the rest of my life I'll 

enjoy finding new ways to help others. 

What kinds of things have you done in the area of social 

action? 

Currently, I am involved in two major organizations. The 

first is volunteering at the first interfaith Out Of the Cold 

every Thursday evening. They serve dinner to many people 

every week and provide wonderful amenities like clothing 

and foot care and a nurse who comes every week. I also 

have worked with V'ahavta Toronto and Free the Children. 

I also sponsor a child through the organization Plan 

Canada. 

What projects are you involved with now? 

I work closely with two organizations. The first is Out Of 

the Cold and I volunteer with many of my high school 

friends. The second is with the organization Plan Canada. I 

sponsor a young girl in Ethiopia named Siwuba. My 

donation works towards sending her to school and helping 

her family and community. 

jjj

jjj

jjj

Every year my school works with United Way to raise 

money. Every year our school has United Way Week where 

our school does many fundraisers to raise money for 

United Way.  

Can you describe the most meaningful moment of your 

doing tikkun, a special anecdote? 

The most special moment would be from when I received 

the first letter from the child I sponsor in Ethiopia. I was so 

happy to see how much my donation was working to help 

her and her family. It was so amazing to be able to write 

back to her and learn more about her and the community 

that she lives in. There are so many people that make 

donations through plan and it is great to be part of an 

organization that helps millions of people around the 

world. 

How do you suggest the rest of us get involved? 

I encourage everyone to get involved in as many ways that 

they can, like participating in Out Of the Cold to donating 

old clothes to a charity drive. There are many wonderful 

organizations that you can get involved in. 

jjj

jjj

Social Action Mitzvah Mentor Eliana Train
An interview with Shayne Robinson
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SPOTLIGHT
THE ZIV TZEDAKAH 
FOUNDATION   

The Ziv Foundation, founded by Danny Siegel (who will 

be speaking post-kiddush at the Narayever on March 

8th) provides money and support for individuals and 

programs that offer direct, significant, and immediate 

services with a minimum of overhead and bureaucracy.  

The “front-line workers” for Ziv are Mitzvah Heroes.  

They are Good People making things happen.  

Ziv believes that it can make miracles happen by 

changing people's lives for the better, restoring dignity, 

providing jobs, food, freedom, and well-being for 

people in desperate situations.  Most of all, they offer 

hope.

Maurice Sendak, famous for his book Where The Wild 

Things Are, noted: “I think there must be more to life 

than having everything.”  The Rambam gives a great 

example of this in his Mishnah Torah:  “There is no 

greater or more glorious/sublime joy than to bring 

happiness to poor people, orphans, widows, and 

strangers.”  

The Ziv Tzedakah Foundation has used the Narayever's 

funding of $5,000 to support Mitzvah Heroes in helping 

people in a number of ways.  

IN ISRAEL

Money has been provided to purchase grocery store 

“scrip” from Supersol and the scrip is distributed to 

people who need it to put food on their tables.  In 

addition, the Supersol on Agron Street in Jerusalem 

provides a discount to people shopping with scrip. 

The Rabbanit Bracha Kapach's Passover Food Project 

distributes money to help people who could not 

otherwise afford to prepare for Passover.

Money has been provided to the Avshalom Beni 

Animal-Assisted Therapy Programs.  With a large 

variety of dogs and cats as co-therapists, support is 

provided to help unravel deep and troubling family 

issues that effect post-trauma and schizophrenic 

symptoms in Holocaust survivors, youth and parents.

The Anita Shkedi Therapeutic Horseback Riding 

program works with adults and children with the full 

range of physical, psychological and emotional 

disabilities.  

IN CANADA

Through Rabbi Ronald Weiss, Director of Toronto 

Jewish Family and Child Service Chaplaincy, Ziv reaches 

Jewish people in facilities for elderly, prisons, and in 

mental institutions throughout Ontario.  The 

Narayever's donation to Ziv is used for materials for 

these individuals.

Montreal's Shelter for Women and Children Survivors 

of Domestic Violence provides wide-ranging support 

services – including shelters – for families that find 

themselves in drastic situations.  Ziv, with our support, 

provides transportation when it's needed.

In Israel and closer to home, Ziv is making a difference. 

Entering its 33rd year of Tzedakah work, Ziv continues 

to dedicate itself to the unique joy of performing a 

Mitzvah.  And we're a part of that!

SHUL MATTERS
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bbm@narayever.ca

2013-2014 Narayever Congregation     

Members of the Board of Governors

TREASURER REPORT

This is the time of the year when the shul's 

committees put together their plans for the coming 

year and the Board of Governors approves the 

financial budget for submission to the congregation 

at the Annual General Meeting on May 4, 2014.  

Our programs are growing, and we are celebrating 

our Centennial. This means, though, that despite 

our customary prudence, our costs continue to 

increase.  And just as happens with our personal 

finances, inevitably there are some unanticipated 

expenditures each year!  

So where is that additional revenue to come from?  

With costs rising, we have to make ends meet from 

our membership fees, High Holy Days ticket sales 

and donations.  There is some room to increase 

attendance at our High Holy Day services, but our 

membership numbers are stable.   So we have two 

choices to cover rising costs — either to raise the 

annual membership fee, or to find new sources of 

revenue from donations or fundraising events. 

The Board will be seeking ways to limit the 

membership fee increase to reflect the Cost of 

Living Index.  We can achieve this by having an 

annual fundraising event again, and by the 

congregation having a greater awareness of the 

need to make donations towards the shul's 

operations.  

It is our fundamental principle that we do not turn 

anyone away because they cannot afford to pay the 

annual dues, and we hope that those who can 

afford to pay more will help subsidize those who 

can only afford to pay less.     

NARAYEVER NEWS
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C. David Weyman
treasurer@narayever.ca
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The shul gratefully acknowledges the following donations made to our various funds from mid-December to
 mid-February. We apologize in advance for any errors or omissions. Please inform the shul office so that a correction can 

be made. If you would like to make a donation to one of our funds, please call the shul office at 416.927.0546
We also accept donations via CanadaHelps,  and click on Narayever.www.canadahelps.org

DONATIONS

ADULT EDUCATION

Becky and Hy Shandling, yasher koach to Josh Fogel 

on his newest book on Talmudic study

Ruth Adler and Eric Weinthal, in honour of the marriage

of Ori and Laila Rubin

Nan Weiner and Issie Lyon, in memory of Laila Lipetz 

and Celia Hirsh's father Froim (Ephraim) Merkur

Dawn Berney and Chris Geggie, in honour of Josh Fogel' s 

newest book on Talmudic study

Lesley and Peter Sevitt, in memory of Laila Lipetz and

 Celia Hirsh's father Froim (Ephraim) Merkur

BUILDING  FUND

Ilene Golvin and Phil Mass, in honour of their 25th

 wedding anniversary

CENTENNIAL FUND

Francine Dick, in honour of her father Buddy Dick's 

90th birthday

Anita Shir-Jacob and Cyril Press, in honour of the birth of

 Rachel Melzer and Shayne Robinson's daughter Nava Ayelet

Sharon Abron Drache, in memory of Rhona Phillips’ father

 Sidney Phillips

Sharon Abron Drache, in memory of Beverly Harris's

husband Peter Harris

Shirley and Sam Rubenzahl, in honour of Rabbi Elkin's 

Bar Mitzvah year at the Narayever

Rose and Rubin Friedman, in memory of Joel Yan's mother 

and Josh Engel-Yan's grandmother Betty Yan

Marsha and Sid Schwartzman, in memory of Beverly Harris's

 husband, Peter Harris

Sarah Colman and Jared Peck, in memory of Josh Engel-Yan's

 grandmother Betty Yan

Anna and Wilfred Teper, in celebration of their 50th wedding

 anniversary

Elaine Gold, in appreciation to Michael Rumack for 

his haftorah guidance

Harry Schachter, in memory of Sandy Roff

CHUMASH FUND

Bernice and Roger Chaplin, in memory of Bernice's parents

 Berta and Ben Kutner

Bernice and Roger Chaplin, in memory of Roger's parents

Stella and Duggie Chaplin

DANIEL CAMENIETZKI LIBRARY MEMORIAL FUND

Keren and Shalom Camenietzki, in memory of Sandy Roff

GENERAL FUND 

Miriam Kramer

Joan and Stuart Schoenfeld, in memory of Laila Lipetz 

and Celia Hirsh's father Froim (Ephraim) Merkur

HESED FUND

Mary Lou Smith and Andrew Simor, in memory of 

Sandy Roff

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

Ainsley Head and Daveed Goldman, thanking Rabbi Elkin

 for his guidance and support in their special journey

Karen Weisman and Arthur Ripstein, in honour of 

Paul Milgram

Anne Weintrop and Bram Walters

Tammi Goldstein

Joanne Yolles and Lorne Cappe, in honour of Natalie Cappe

RABBI’S PRAYERBOOK FUND

Beverly Harris, with much thanks to Rabbi Elkin for all 

his support

Vivien Carrady and Sheldon Rose, with love to their children

 Desana, Seth and Alexander Rose

Kathryn Polson Ferguson, in honour of Rabbi Elkin

Ronnie and Robert Burbank, in honour of Rabbi Elkin

Jinks and Alan Hoffmann, in honour of Rabbi Elkin

Jackie Silverberg, in honour of Rabbi Elkin

Perla and Ronald Riesenbach, in honour of Rabbi Elkin

Lynda Bloom and Graham Fraser, in honour of Rabbi Elkin

Monica Heller and Jeremy Paltiel, in honour of Rabbi Elkin

Peikang Dai, thanking Anita Shir-Jacob and Cyril Press for 

their kindness

Sherry and Richard Glazier, in honour of Rabbi Elkin

Sherry and Richard Glazier, in honour of Elisabeth 

Kende's 90th birthday

Sherry and Richard Glazier, in memory of their son 

Daniel Glazier

Elaine Smith, in honour of Rabbi Elkin

Bernice and Roger Chaplin, in honour of Rabbi Elkin

Lesley and Peter Sevitt, in honour of Rabbi Elkin

NARAYEVER NEWS

20 MARCH, APRIL  2014 TADAR 1, ADAR 2, NISAN  5774        



DONATIONS (continued)

RITUAL FUND

Arlene Mayers, in memory of Ricki Sharpe's father 

Sydney Robins

SHINSHINIM FUND

Ilana Singer and Garry Ostrovsky

Julia Gluck, Ted and Jess Overton, in memory of their

 friend Jim Henderson

Ted and Jess Overton, wishing mazel tov to Julia/Mom 

on receiving the Canadian Association of Management

 Consultants Golden Jubilee Award for extraordinary

 leadership and service to the profession

Julia Gluck and Ted Overton, in honour of Lili Little's 

birthday

Julia Gluck, wishing mazel tov to Adam Joseph on his

 appointment as Vice Chair of the Israel Engagement

 Committee at the Federation

Julia Gluck, wishing mazel tov to Lior Hameiri and his

 family on the birth of their daughter Orli

Julia Gluck and Ted Overton, wishing refuah shlemah 

to Brenda and Jerry Enchin’s granddaughter Natasha

Julia Gluck and Ted Overton, in memory of Sandy Roff

Julia Gluck and Ted Overton, in memory of Laila Lipetz 

and Celia Hirsh's father Froim (Ephraim) Merkur

Julia Gluck and Ted Overton, in honour of Difat

 Jakubovicz's parents’ 60th anniversary

Julia Gluck and Ted Overton, wishing Benjamin Feldman 

a wonderful trip in India

Andy and Margie Gann, in memory of Sandy Roff

Sharon Abron Drache, in memory of Sandy Roff

Sharon Abron Drache, wishing refuah shlemah to Ali 

and Josh Engel-Yan's daughter Gavriella

Julia Gluck, Ted Overton and Jess Overton, wishing 

Sandra Appel refuah shlemah and continued good health

Judy Rapkin and Victor Helfand, in memory of Laila Lipetz 

and Celia Hirsh's father Froim (Ephraim) Merkur

TORAH FUND

Anita Shir-Jacob and Cyril Press, wishing mazel tov to

 Anne Matlow & John Bohnen on the birth of their

 grandson Noah

Lisa Rosen and Kivi Shapiro, in memory Josh Engel-Yan's

 grandmother Betty Yan

Beth McAuley, in memory of Sandy Roff

TZEDAKAH/SOCIAL ACTION FUND

Medina Robbins and Glen Hoffmann, in memory of 

Josh Engel-Yan's grandmother Betty Yan

Joanne Yolles and Lorne Cappe, in memory of Laila Lipetz 

and Celia Hirsh's father Froim (Ephraim) Merkur
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Harvey Roff, on the passing of his wife 

Sandy Roff

Josh Engel-Yan, on the passing of his 

grandmother Betty Yan

Laila Lipetz and Celia Hirsh, on the 

passing of their father Froim (Ephraim) 

Merkur

Ricki Sharpe, on the passing of her 

father Sydney Robins

Ruth Leneman, on the passing of her 

mother Hannah Malka Nusbaum

ggg

ggg

ggg

ggg

ggg

Rabbi Ed Elkin, on the passing of his 

mother Gertrude Elkin

NOVEMBER, DECEMBER  2012       HESHVAN, KISLEV, TEVET  5773

Our Condolences to...

YAHRZEIT FUND

Ronald Kanter, in honour of the yahrzeit of his father 

Isaac Kanter

YOUTH FUND

Brenda and Jerry Enchin, wishing mazel tov to Anne Matlow

 and John Bohnen on the birth of their grandson Noah

Thanks to the generosity of many 

contributors, our Chumash and Siddur 

fund is currently oversubscribed. We 

would ask donors to consider 

contributing to one of our other funds.
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KIDDUSH SPONSORS and DONATIONS

DECEMBER 7, 2013

Kiddush: The shul

DECEMBER 14, 2013

Kiddush: The shul, in honour of our beloved Rabbi Ed Elkin's 
Bar Mitzvah year at the Narayever.

Donations to the Kiddush fund were made by Hart Schwartz, in 
honour of the yahrzeit of his mother Edith Bernice Schwartz; 
Linda Lipsky, in honour of the yahrzeit of her mother Molly 
Lipsky; Isabel and Mendl Malkin, in honour of Rabbi Elkin's Bar 
Mitzvah year at the Narayever; Irving Brown, in honour of the 
yahrzeit of his mother Pearl Brown; Lorne Propas, in honour of 
the yahrzeit of his mother Pearl Propas; Liz Bohnen, wishing 
mazel tov to Anne Matlow and John Bohnen on the birth of their 
new grandson; Beth McAuley, in honour of Rabbi Elkin's Bar 
Mitzvah year; Robert Savan, in honour of the yahrzeit of his 
mother Dova Beryl Savan; Marsha Frydenberg and Ariella Eben-
Ezra, in honour of this wonderful simcha for the Narayever 
community and for Rabbi Elkin; Miriam Schlanger, in honour of 
the yahrzeit of her brother Haim Michael Aaron; Miriam 
Schlanger, in support of her very dear friend Beverly Harris; 
Ruth Leneman and Harvey Savage, in honour of Rabbi Elkin's 
Bar Mitzvah year at the Narayever; Lori Albert and Joel Yaphe, in 
honour of Rabbi Elkin's Bar Mitzvah year at the Narayever.

DECEMBER 21, 2013

Kiddush: The shul.

Donations to the Kiddush fund were made by Andrea Parker 
Simhon, in honour of the first yahrzeit of her mother Sylvia 
Parker; Miriam Schlanger, in honour of the yahrzeit of her 
brother Moshe Yoseph Aaron; Marion and Jack Hoffmann and 
Dolly, in honour of the yahrzeit of their sister and mother Joan 
Hope; May and Daniel Friedman, in memory of Yosh 
Halberstam's mother Sandy Halberstam; Leah Cohen, with 
many thanks for the warmth of the Narayever Congregation; 
Anita Shir-Jacob and Cyril Press, wishing mazel tov on the birth 
of Anne Matlow and John Bohnen's grandson Noah.

DECEMBER 28, 2013

Kiddush: The shul.

A donation to the Kiddush fund was made by Andrea Parker 
Simhon, in honour of the yahrzeit of her father Earl Parker.

JANUARY 4, 2014

Kiddush: The shul.

Donations to the Kiddush fund were made by Yael Schacter,      
in honour of the yahrzeit of her father Barry Schacter; Elaina  
Gold, in honour of the yahrzeit of her mother Libbie Gold; 
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Brenda and Gerald Enchin, in honour of the yahrzeit of Gerald’s 
mother Rose Enchin; Lori Albert, in honour of the yahrzeit of 
her father Henry Albert.

JANUARY 11, 2014

Kiddush: The shul.

Donations to the Kiddush fund were made by Jodi Segal, in 
honour of the yahrzeit of his father Joshua Isaac Segal; Nava 
and Benjamin Rubin, in honour of the Aufruf and recent 
marriage of their son Ori Rubin to Laila Hulbert; Liz Bohnen and 
Linda Bohnen in honour of the yahrzeiten of their parents, 
Judith and Daniel Bohnen; Zipporah Dunsky and Arnold 
Schonberg, in honour of the yahrzeit of Zipporah's mother 
Esther Dunsky.

JANUARY 18, 2014

Kiddush: The shul.

Donations to the Kiddush fund were made by Aura and Mannie 
Kagan, in honour of the yahrzeiten of Aura's parents Frooma 
and Frank Epstein and Mannie's father Henry Kagan; Mendl 
and Isabel Malkin, in honour of the yahrzeit of Mendl's mother 
Mary Malkin; Sarah Colman and Jared Peck, in honour of 
Jared's birthday; Orit Sarfaty and Jason Plaks, in honour of the 
yahrzeit of Jason's mother Livia Plaks; Norma Latsonas, in 
honour of the yahrzeit of her father Charles Eric Lees; Joel 
Edelson, in memory of Ricki Sharpe's father Sydney Robins; 
Anne Matlow Bohnen and John Bohnen, in memory of Ricki 
Sharpe's father Sydney Robins; Linda Lipsky, in honour of the 
yahrzeit of her father Harry Lipsky.

JANUARY 25, 2014

Kiddush: The shul.

Donations to the Kiddush fund were made by Bernard Feder 
and Cecile Federbush, in honour of the engagement of 
Cassandra Feder to Meitar Cohen; Faiga and Alan Bennett, in 
honour of Leona's naming; Phyllis Berck and Dorothy Garfinkel, 
in honour of the yahrzeit of their father Ben Berck; Lawrence 
Fox, in honour of the yahrzeit of his mother Eve Risen.

FEBRUARY 1, 2014

Kiddush: The shul.

Donations to the Kiddush fund were made by Sherry and 
Richard Glazier, wishing mazel tov to Sherry's mother Elizabeth 
Kende on her 90th birthday; Isabel and Mendl Malkin, in 
honour of the yahrzeit of Isabel's father Henry Michel; Dawn 
Berney and Chris Geggie, in honour of Josh Fogel's newest 
book on Talmudic study; Paul Milgram, in honour of the 
yahrzeit of his father Sam Milgram.
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Nisan 19 Flora Meltz mother of Isabella Meltz

Nisan 19 Della Overton mother of Ted Overton

Nisan 21 Molly Primack mother of Ann Phylliss Klein

Nisan 21 Samuel Szmuilowicz father of Julio Szmuilowicz

Nisan 22 Bessie Kershenbaum mother of Debra Haworth

Nisan 22 Sharon Kirsh wife of Daniel Selchen

Nisan 22 Jack Mendelson father of Leslie Mendelson

Nisan 22 Sylvia Rubinoff Kraft sister of Alfred Rubinoff

Nisan 23 Barney Brown father of Keren Brown

Nisan 23 Chana Kopelov-Nosek mother of Hindy 

Nosek - Abelson

Nisan 23 Rochelle Rusen mother of Janis Rusen

Nisan 23 Henry Wise father of Roy Wise

Nissan 24 Rodica Nachman mother of Adrian Nachman

Nisan 24 Sam Weiner father of Nan Weiner

Nisan 25 Michael Magen brother of Jill 

Magen - Lichtblau

Nisan 25 Arthur Jay Resnick father of Karen Kaeja

Nisan 25 Gladys Rosebrugh mother of Bruce Rosebrugh

Nissan 25 Sidney Weinberg father of Edward Weinberg

Nisan 26 Miriam Drabkin mother of Denise Drabkin

Nisan 26 Joseph Stanley Weyman father of David Weyman

Nisan 28 Harold Miloff father of Michael Miloff

Nisan 29 Roy Saipe father of Barbara Saipe

We acknowledge the following yahrzeit anniversaries which occur during the coming months.

Adar-I 29 Louis Cohen brother of Suzanne Shuchat

Adar-I 29 Anne Greenstein mother of Elaine Minsky

Adar-I 29 Rachel Jacobson mother of Edythe Jacobson

Adar-II 2 Shirley Laskin mother of Monty Laskin

Adar-II 6 Fanny Bucovetsky mother of Meyer Bucovetsky

Adar-II 8 Erna Weintraub mother of Sharon Weintraub

Adar-II 11 Pnina Strumpf mother of Dan Strumpf

Adar-II 13 Esther Teitelbaum mother of Linda Wise

Adar-II 16 Ralph Snow father of Margot Feferman

Adar-II 22 Joseph Kuperhause father of Jacob Kuperhause

Adar-II 23 Harry Elkin father of Rabbi Ed Elkin

Adar-II 23 Rita Sherman mother of Ronald Sherman

Adar-II 25 Herbert Lyon father of Israel Lyon

Adar-II 27 Steven Letovsky brother of Eric Letovsky

Adar-II 28 David Shukyn father of Claire Simon

Adar-II 29 May Judith Davidoff mother of Jennifer Hoffmann

Nisan 1 Al Lofchick brother of Lawrence Lofchick

Nisan 1 Lazarus Solomon father of Charles Solomon

Nisan 3 Louise Levin mother of Robin Levin Penslar

Nisan 3 Rose Pascal mother of Paul Pascal

Nisan 5 Seymour Mayers father of Arlene Mayers

Nisan 6 Lolly Propas wife of Lorne Propas

Nisan 6 Molly Willer mother of Phillis 

Willer-Haimovitz

Nisan 8 Fred Pauker brother of Jerome Pauker

Nisan 10 Avraham Greenberg father of Benjamin Geva

Nisan 10 Paul Owsiany brother of Gerald Austin

Nisan 11 Max Propas father of Lorne Propas

Nisan 12 Jessie Berck mother of Phyllis Berck 

and Dorothy Garfinkel

Nisan 12 Max Shecter father of Trudy Shecter

Nisan 12 Harold Tanenbaum brother of Carol Tanenbaum

Nisan 13 Max Schonberg father of Arnold Schonberg

Nisan 14 Chonon Levitan father of Jerry Levitan

Nisan 14 Adele Zilberman mother of Helene Silverman

Nisan 15 Anne Tanenbaum mother of Carol Tanenbaum

Nisan 16 Rony Karshon mother of Yael Karshon

Nisan 18 Bernard (Barney) Davidoff father of Jennifer Hoffmann

Nisan 18 Esther Goodbaum mother of Mark Goodbaum

Nisan 19 Sam Bucovetsky father of Meyer Bucovetsky
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

8

15

22

7

14

21

6

13

20

5

12

19

4

11

18

3

10

17

24

2

9

16

23

Adar I 29

Adar II 6

Adar II 13

Adar II 20

Adar II 5

Adar II 12

Adar II 19

Adar II 4

Adar II 11

Adar II 18

Adar II 3

Adar II 10

Adar II 17

Adar II 2

Adar II 9

Adar II 16

Adar II 1

Adar II 8

Adar II 15

Adar II 22

Adar I 30

Adar II 7

Adar II 14

Adar II 21

Pekudei

Vayikra

Tzav

Shmini

Services 9 am

Services 9 am
Post-kiddush Talk 
with Cliff Orwin 

5:55

7:04

7:12

Services 6 pmShacharit 9 am
Hamantaschen Baking

11 am

and
megillah reading

9 am

Shacharit 

Shacharit 9 am

Rosh Chodesh 
Adar II

Shacharit 9 am
Andrea Most Talk

7:30 pm

Services 9 am
Post-kiddush Talk 
with Danny Siegel
Kensington Gardens 11am

CSA 4 - 7 pm

25 Adar II 23

Services 6 pm
Chalutzim 
Shabbaton

Cottage get-away

Services 6 pmr

2726 Adar II 25Adar II 24 28 Adar II 26

7:21

Services 6 pm

CSA 4 - 7 pm

MARCH  2014

APRIL  2014

29 Adar II 27

Tazria
Shabbat 

HaChodesh

3130 Adar II 29Adar II 28

Shacharit 9 am

Services 9 am
Shabbat Itanu 
Kensington Garden's 
            11am

Services 9 am

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

5

12

19

26

11

18

25

10

17

24

9

16

23

8

15

22

7

14

21

28

6

13

20

27

Nisan 5

Nisan 12

Nisan 19

Nisan 26

Nisan 11

Nisan 18

Nisan 25

Nisan 10

Nisan 17

Nisan 24

Nisan 9

Nisan 15

Nisan 23

Nisan 8

Nisan 15

Nisan 22

Nisan 7

Nisan 14

Nisan 21

Nisan 28

Nisan 6

Nisan 13

Nisan 20

Nisan 27

Metzora

Shabbat HaGadol
Achrei Mot

Pesach

Kedoshim

Services 9am
Post Kiddush Talk with 
Carolyne Van Der Meer

Services 9am
Kensington Gardens
11 am

Services 9am

Post-kiddush with 
Eugene Orenstein

Services 9am
Post-kiddush Talk with 
Randal Schnoor
Kensington Gardens 11am

Services 6 pm

Services 6 pm

7:37

7:46

7:54

Shacharit 9 am
Kensington Gardens 

Pesach Program 10 am

Chalutzim Amazing 
Race, 3 pm

Shacharit 9 am

Services
Board Meeting 4 pm

Yom HaShoah 
Commemoration 6:45 pm

 9 am

431 Nisan 4Nisan 3Nisan 2Nisan 1

7:29

2

Services 6 pm

29 Nisan 29 30 Nisan 30

Services 6 pm

Shacharit 9 am

Pesach VI (CH"M)

CSA 5 - 7 pm

CSA 5 - 7 pm

Rosh Chodesh 
Nisan

Services 7am 

Rosh Chodesh 
Adar II

Rabbi’s Mini-Series
7:30 pm

Rabbi’s Mini-Series
7:30 pm

THURSDAY

Purim megillah 
reading, Shpiel 
and Carnival

8 pm

Shabbat Zachor

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Class
5:45 pm

Shaya Petroff's 
120th Blood Donation 

Manulife Centre
3 pm

Conversation in 
Hebrew with 
Ariella 10 am

Board Meeting 
7 pm

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Class
5:45 pm

Learn how to lead 
a shiva minyan class

7 pm

Learn how to lead 
a shiva minyan class

7 pm

Erev Pesach
First Seder

7:41

Pesach 
Second Seder

Pesach II Pesach III (CH''M)
Pesach IV 

(CH"M) Pesach V (CH"M)

Shacharit 9 am

Pesach VII (CH"M)

Shacharit 9 am
Including Yizkor

Pesach VIII (CH"M)

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Class
5:45 pm

Rabbi Lauren Berkun
Talk 7:30 pm

Rosh Chodesh Iyar
Services 7am 
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Shabbat Shekalim

Conversation in 
Hebrew with 
Ariella 10 am

Fast of Esther

PURIM
Shabbat Parah

Post-Kiddush
Talk with

Cathy Mallove

Services 9 am
Services 9 am

Board Meeting 
7:30 pm


