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DIRECTOR OF FAMILY AND YOUTH ENGAGEMENT JOB DESCRIPTION 

The First Narayever Congregation ("Narayever") is a warm, welcoming, unaffiliated 
traditional-egalitarian downtown synagogue where all individuals are given opportunities to 
participate equally in the life of the community.   

  

The position of the Director of Family and Youth Engagement is a full-time position dedicated to 
creating and sustaining a coordinated and directed approach to engaging our youth and  
families. The Director of Family and Youth Engagement (DFYE) reports to our Rabbi, Ed Elkin. The 
DFYE works with families and their children throughout the life cycle, from birth through to their 
departure for postsecondary education and beyond. We do not have a formal Hebrew school, but 
rather engage our youth and families with regular, informal educational and communal programs. 
We hope to build the commitment our member families have to the shul so that children who grow 
up at the Narayever will consider it to be their spiritual and Jewish community home when they 
themselves are ready to join a synagogue in their own right. By the same token, we are hoping that 
by engaging families while their kids are young that we will encourage their continuing commitment 
to the Narayever even after their kids have left home.  
  

The DFYE serves several constituencies at the shul, notably the children in the Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
program, the children who participate in our Shabbat and High Holy Day programs (from infants to 
post-B. Mitzvah teens) and their parents, and the post-B. Mitzvah teens who participate in the social 
and/or educational activities for their age group.  The DFYE, in coordination with the rabbi, board, 
and parents, will continue to look for ways to engage the multiple constituencies that this position 
serves. The DFYE is encouraged to make suggestions about how the Narayever can serve the youth and family 

constituency better, and to help shape the vision for family and youth programming in our community.   
 

This fall we are moving back into our newly renovated and fully accessible building on Brunswick Ave. 
after a major building renewal project. Among the new spaces that the renovation provides are two 
dedicated youth hubs on the lower level, reflecting the commitment of our congregation to our 
family and youth programming.   

Among the specific responsibilities of the DFYE are: 

1.     organizing and running stimulating and educational programs for youth and families on Shabbat and 
festival days when Narayever is holding services, including training teen leaders.  



2.     organizing and running programs for youth and families on the High Holidays, as well as other special 
times on the Jewish calendar such as Chanukah, Tu Bishvat, Purim, and Simchat Torah. 

3.     planning, coordinating and co-teaching the biweekly Narayever’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah class, which meets 
on Monday afternoons approximately 16 times/school year. 

5.     serving as site supervisor for Narayever’s ShinShinim, and also supervising teens who have been 
engaged to run programs for younger children. 

6.     working with the rabbi on our annual Youth Shabbat and developing other programming for post 
bar/bat mitzvah teens. 

7.     communicating information about family and youth programs with the parents and the wider shul 
community as appropriate. 

 

We look forward to welcoming a dynamic, creative, energetic, and enthusiastic member of our team 
in the position of Director of Family and Youth Engagement. 

Qualifications: Bachelor’s degree or higher. Background in Jewish learning and/or experience in a 
formal or informal Jewish educational setting. Musical aptitude a definite plus. 

Compensation: Competitive 

 


