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Exodus 19:1-3a

ר ִסיָנֽי׃ אּו ִמְדַּב֥ ה ָּב֖ יִם ַּבּ֣יֹום ַהּזֶ֔ ֶרץ ִמְצָר֑ ל ֵמֶא֣ את ְּבנֵי־יְִׂשָרֵא֖ י ְלֵצ֥ ֶדׁ֙ש ַהְּׁשִליִׁש֔ ֹ֙ ַּבח
On the third new moon after the Israelites had gone forth from the land of Egypt,

on that very day, they entered the wilderness of Sinai.

ר י ַוּֽיֲַח֖נּו ַּבִּמְדָּב֑ ר ִסינַ֔ אּ֙ו ִמְדַּב֣ ֹ֙ ים ַוּיָב לַוּיְִס֣עּו ֵמְרִפיִד֗ ם יְִׂשָרֵא֖ ׃ֶנֶ֥גד ָהָהֽרַוִּיַֽחן־ָׁש֥
Having journeyed from Rephidim, they entered the wilderness of Sinai and

encamped in the wilderness.

Israel encamped there in front of the mountain,

ה הּומֶֹׁש֥ יםָעָל֖ אֶאל־ָהֱא�ִה֑ יוַוּיְִקָר֨ ריְהָֹו֙הֵאָל֤ רִמן־ָהָה֣ ֹ֔ ֵלאמ
ה ֹ֤ יתתֹאַמ֙רּכ בְלֵב֣ ֹ֔ ידיֲַעק יְִׂשָרֵאֽל׃ִלְבֵנ֥יְוַתֵּג֖

and Moses went up to God. God called to him from the mountain, saying,

“Thus shall you say to the house of Jacob and declare to the children of Israel:

ם םַאֶּת֣ רְרִאיֶת֔ יִתיֲאֶׁש֥ יִםָעִׂש֖ ְלִמְצָר֑
א יֶאְתֶכ֙םָוֶאָּׂש֤ יםַעל־ַּכנְֵפ֣ אנְָׁשִר֔ םָוָאִב֥ ֵאָלֽי׃ֶאְתֶכ֖

‘You have seen what I did to the Egyptians,

how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to Me.’

Mekhilta de Rabbi Yishmael on Shmot 19:2 (3/c)

Israel encamped there ~ ם לַוִּיַֽחן־ָׁש֥ ִיְׂשָרֵא֖ - vayyichan sham Yisrael - Ex 19:2

Every other instance that Scripture reports “they traveled and they

encamped - vayis’u vayachanu”, they traveled in contention and encamped

in contention. But, here their hearts were alike, as one heart. That is why

Scripture reports that they “encamped (vayyichan)” in the singular.

Netivot Shalom (Reb Shalom Noah Berezovsky) on Yitro (20/c)

The Sages note that Torah reports “Israel encamped there in front of the

mountain” (Ex. 19:2) before the Torah was given, where the verb “encamped

(vayyichan)” is in the singular. They encamped “as one person, with a

whole heart, while all other encampments were accompanied by

contention”. Further, while God addresses the people in the plural – “I bore

you on eagles’ wings and brought you to Me” (Ex 19:4) before the Decalogue

– all of the Ten Commandments are formulated in the singular. Were it not

that Israel encamped “as one person, with a whole heart” they would not

have been able to receive the Torah.



Why did they need to be “as one person, with a whole heart” to receive the

Torah? The Sages teach (Ta’anit 6b) regarding this verse (Song 3:11): “O

maidens of Zion, go forth and gaze upon King Solomon wearing the crown

that his mother gave him on his wedding day, on his day of bliss” that “on

his wedding day” refers to the giving of the Torah. Thus, this event was like

a marriage between the Blessed Holy One and Israel. This exalted state

cannot come about without the complete unity of the people. Further, on

the verse “There before his eyes was a well in the open…for the flocks were

watered from that well… all the flocks were gathered there” (Genesis 29:2) the

midrash (Gen. Rabbah 70:9) teaches: “the well” refers to Sinai…from which

Israel would hear the Ten Commandments….Had even one person been

missing from among the Israelites, they would not have received the Torah.

This is as The Zohar (III 73a) teaches: the Blessed Holy One, Israel and

Torah are one unity. There are 600,000 letters in the Torah and an equal

number of souls among the Jewish people. Just as in a Torah if even one

letter is missing the whole Torah is disqualified… so all 600,000 souls of

Israel had to be present to receive the Torah. Moreover, they had to be

there with one heart, as one person. In a Torah not only do all the letters

have to be present, but if there is an extensive gap between two proximal

letters, it is disqualified. So, also with Israel: distance between Jews

prevents the fulfillment of “his wedding day”….It is impossible to attain the

highest spiritual levels in Torah except by virtue of the power of the

community.

The same applies to Shabbat. Our teachers have interpreted the midrash

“the Community of Israel (knesset Yisrael) will be your [i.e. Shabbat’s]

partner” (Gen.R. 11:8) to mean “the gathering of Israel (kinnusam shel

Yisrael) constitutes Shabbat’s partner”. An individual is not able to receive

the holiness of Shabbat fully. Only when Jews gather together can they

draw down that holiness. Similarly, Scripture says: “Moses then convoked

the whole Israelite community and said to them: ‘These are the things that

YHVH has commanded you to do: On six days work may be done, but on

the seventh day you shall have a sabbath of complete rest, holy to God’” (Ex.

35:1). To what does the phrase “[has commanded you] to do” refer? Shabbat

is marked by the cessation of “doing”! These words refer to that which

preceded them, i.e. “Moses then convoked the whole Israelite community”.

This is what God commanded to be done on Shabbat: to gather together

and constitute communities in communion, thereby to draw down

Shabbat’s holiness, since individuals cannot fully receive its holiness….


