
Hidden Signs and Cycles in Vayigash

Genesis 45:25–28
(25) They went up from Egypt and came to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan.
(26) And they told him, “Joseph is still alive; yes, he is ruler over the whole land of Egypt.”
His heart went numb, for he did not believe them.
(27) But when they recounted all that Joseph had said to them, andwhen he saw the
wagons (ha’agalot) עֲגָל֔וֹת הָ֣ that Joseph had sent to transport him, the spirit of their father
Jacob revived.
(28) “Enough!” said Israel. “My son Joseph is still alive! I must go and see him before I die.”

Bereshit Rabbah 94:3 on Genesis 45:27 (~500)
Rabbi Levi [said] in the name of Rabbi Yoḥanan bar Shaul: [Joseph] said to them: ‘If he
believes you, fine. If not, say to him: “At themoment that I tookmy leave of you, was I not
engaged in [studying] the passage of the beheaded calf ,עגלה] egla]?’ That is what is
written: “He saw thewagons עֲגָל֔וֹת] הָ֣ ha’agalot]…and the spirit…was revived.”

Rashi onGenesis 45:27:1 (11/c)
As evidence that it was Josephwhowas sending this message he had informed them of
the religious subject he had been studying with his father at the timewhen he left him, viz.,
the section of the Heifer ,עגלה) eglah) that had its neck broken (Deuteronomy 21:6). It is to
this that Scripture refers in the words “And he saw (i.e comprehended themeaning of) the
עגלות (agalot) (here to be taken in sense of Heifer) which Joseph had sent — and it does not
state “which Pharaoh had sent” (as onewould expect if meantעגלות wagons) (Genesis
Rabbah 94:3).

Deuteronomy 21:1–9
(1) If, in the land that your God is assigning you to possess, someone slain is found lying
in the open, the identity of the slayer not being known, (2) your elders andmagistrates
shall go out andmeasure the distances from the corpse to the nearby towns. (3) The
elders of the town nearest to the corpse shall then take a heifer which has never been
worked, which has never pulled in a yoke; (4) and the elders of that town shall bring the
heifer down to an everflowing wadi, which is not tilled or sown. There, in the wadi, they
shall break the heifer’s neck. (5) The priests, sons of Levi, shall come forward; for your
God has chosen them for divine service and to pronounce blessing in the name of
God... (6) Then all the elders of the town nearest to the corpse shall wash their hands
over the heifer whose neck was broken in the wadi. (7) And they shall make this
declaration: “Our hands did not shed this blood, nor did our eyes see it done. (8)
Absolve, ,יהוה Your people Israel whomYou redeemed, and do not let guilt for the
blood of the innocent remain among Your people Israel.” And they will be absolved of
bloodguilt. (9) Thus youwill remove from yourmidst guilt for the blood of the innocent,
for youwill be doing what is right in the sight of .יהוה
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TheMaharal of Prague (Yehudah Loew ben Bezalel), Gur Aryeh onGenesis 45:27:1 (16/c)
And if you say, "Whywas he dealing with the incident of the beheaded heifer (Parshat
Eglah Arufah) when hewas interpreting dreams?" It cannot be said that this incident
happened by chance... If so, how did Joseph know that he would remember what he was
discussing with him regarding the incident of the beheaded heifer? Some commentators
explain that when Jacobwas accompanying Joseph until the Valley of Hebron, Joseph
would tell his father to return home and not trouble himself. Jacobwould respond that
accompanying someone is a great mitzvah (commandment) of escorting, for onewho does
not accompany is considered as if he sheds blood, as it is written in the incident of the
beheaded heifer (Deuteronomy 21:7), "Our hands did not spill this blood, and our eyes did
not see." Andwe learn (Sotah 46b): "Do you think the elders of the court are shedders of
blood? No, but they did not dismiss himwithout an escort." Thus, we learn that onewho
does not accompany is as if he sheds blood, and anyonewho accompanies is not harmed
(Sotah 46b). Therefore, Joseph knew that Jacob knew that in the incident of the beheaded
heifer, he had separated from him, for he would remember thematter of escorting, as he
had accompanied him. It seems that this is why he sent him this sign, indicating to him that
he would not be harmed after having been accompanied, as anyonewho accompanies is
not harmed. Therefore, Jacob knew that he was truly alive.

Ibid 45:27:2
As for what is written, "And he saw thewagons, etc.," he did not explicitly send him this
sign, but rather hinted at it... He did not send him this sign explicitly through his brothers,
because it would imply that if Joseph had not accompanied them, he would have been
killed by his brothers. This would have caused distress to his brothers, and they would
have thought that Joseph considered themmurderers. Therefore, he did not send him this
matter explicitly but hinted at it through the wagons.When he said, 'He sent a sign to
them,' it does not mean that he revealed it explicitly to them; rather, he conveyed to them
through this statement that I had learned from himwhen I interpreted, and they did not
knowwhat it meant.

Tosafot, Daat Zkenim onGenesis 45:27:2 (12–14/c)
Hewas aware that previously the Egyptian ruler had absolutely forbidden that any
carriages leave the boundaries of Egypt [in order not to enable horses to be exported from
Egypt. Ed.] Now Pharaoh had relented and instructed Joseph to bring his family to Egypt
bymeans of carriages. This turnaround convinced Yaakov that he and his family would be
welcome in Egypt. He realized that such a command could only have been given by
Pharaoh himself. He had attributed antisemitic feeling in Egypt as dating back to when his
grandmother had almost been raped there, had God not interfered.
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Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev, Kedushat Levi, Genesis, Vayigash 6 (18/c)
Joseph had hinted to Yaakov that he should  not be concerned about his family going into
exile, as what was occurring nowwas a forerunner of the eventual redemption from  exile.
Temporary hardship, such as their having to leave the Holy  Land now, would result in
much greater good in the end. Both  the word , עגלה  carriage, which is a chair or couch on
circular  wheels, i.e. , עיגול  circle, and the word , סיבה  the cause of Yaakov  been transported
to Egypt onwheels into “exile” is related to this  revolving nature of fate, , סבב  spinning,
revolving. Josephwished  to indicate to his father that temporary residence of his family in
 Egypt would result subsequently in his descendants inheriting  the whole land of Israel. 
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