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Deut. 4:1-3

m¤k §z ¤̀  c¬¥O©l §n i²¦kŸp «̀̈  x¯¤W£̀ mi ½¦hR̈ §W ¦O ©dÎl ¤̀ §e Æmi ¦T ªg«©dÎl ¤̀  r³©n §W l À¥̀ ẍ §U¦i d´̈Y ©r §e
o¬¥zŸp m¤ki ¥zŸa£̀ i¬¥dŸl¡̀ d²̈eŸd§i x¯¤W£̀ u ¤x ½̀̈ d̈Îz ¤̀  m´¤Y §W ¦xi«¦e Æm ¤z`äE EÀi §g «¦Y o ©r´©n§l zŸe ®U£r©l

:m«¤k̈l
And now, O Israel, give heed to the laws and rules that I am instructing you to
observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the LORD, the God
of your fathers, is giving you.

x ÀŸn §W¦l EP®¤O ¦n E r §x §b ¦z ¬̀Ÿl §e m ½¤k §z ¤̀  d́¤E ©v §n Æi ¦kŸp ῭  x³¤W£̀ ÆxäC̈ ©dÎl ©r Et À¦qŸz `́Ÿl
:m«¤k §z ¤̀  d¬¤E ©v §n i¦kŸp ῭  x¬¤W£̀ m ½¤ki ¥d«Ÿl¡̀ d́ëŸd§i Æz?e §v ¦nÎz ¤̀

You shall not add anything to what I command you or take anything away from it,
but keep the commandments of the LORD your God that I enjoin upon you.

i´¥x£g ©̀  ÆK©ld̈ x³¤W£̀ Wi À¦̀ d̈Îl’k í ¦M xŸe®r §R l ©ŕ ©a §A d̈eŸd§i d¬̈Ur̈Îx ¤W£̀ z²¥̀  zŸe ½̀ Ÿx«̈d Æm¤ki¥pi«¥r
:L«¤A §x ¦T ¦n Li¤dŸl¡̀ d¬̈eŸd§i Ÿe ²ci ¦n §W ¦d xŸe ½r §RÎl ©r«©a

You saw with your own eyes what the LORD did in the matter of Baal-peor, that
the LORD your God wiped out from among you every person who followed
Baal-peor;

Deut. 4:23

m ¤̧zi ¦U£r©e m®¤kÖ ¦r z©xM̈ x¬¤W£̀ m ½¤ki ¥d́Ÿl¡̀ ÆdëŸd§i zi ³¦x §AÎz ¤̀  ÆEg §M §W ¦YÎo«¤R m À¤k̈l Ex́ §nẌ ¦d
:Li«¤dŸl¡̀ d¬̈eŸd§i L §E ¦v x¬¤W£̀ l ½ŸM z©pEń §Y Æl ¤qÆ¤R m¬¤k̈l

Take care, then, not to forget the covenant that the LORD your God concluded
with you, and not to make for yourselves a sculptured image in any likeness,
against which the LORD your God has enjoined you.



Deut. 4:25

l ½ŸM z©pEń §Y Æl ¤qÆ¤R m ¤zi³¦U£r©e m À¤Y ©g §W ¦d §e u ¤x®̈̀ Ä m¤Y§p ©WŸep §e mi½¦pä í¥p §aE Æmi¦pÄ ci³¦lŸezÎi«¦M
:Ÿe «qi ¦r §k ©d§l Li¤dŸl¡̀ÎdëŸd§i i¬¥pi ¥r §A r ²©xd̈ m¬¤zi ¦U£r©e

When you have begotten children and children’s children and are long established
in the land, should you act wickedly and make for yourselves a sculptured image in
any likeness, causing the LORD your God displeasure and vexation,

Deut. 26

u ¤x ½̀̈ d̈ l´©r ¥n ¼x ¥d ©n ‹oEc¥a Ÿ̀Y cŸ́a ῭ Îi «¦M u ¤x À̀̈ d̈Îz ¤̀ §e m¦í ©nẌ ©dÎz ¤̀  mŸe¹I ©d m ¤̧kä Ái ¦zÁŸci ¦r ©d
c¥nẌ ¦d i¬¦M d̈i ½¤lr̈ Æmi ¦nï o³ªki ¦x£̀ ©zÎ`«Ÿl D®̈Y §W ¦x§l dÖ̈W o²¥C §x©I ©dÎz ¤̀  mi ¦̄x §aŸr m ¹¤Y ©̀  x ¤̧W£̀

:oE «c ¥nẌ ¦Y
I call heaven and earth this day to witness against you that you shall soon perish
from the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess; you shall not long endure
in it, but shall be utterly wiped out.

Deut. 4:35

:Ÿe «C ©a§N ¦n cŸe r oi¬¥̀  mi®¦dŸl¡̀d̈ `Ed́ d̈eŸd§i i¬¦M z ©r ½©c̈l z̈´¥̀ §x ’d ÆdŸ ©̀
It has been clearly demonstrated to you that the LORD alone is God; there is none
beside Him.

Deut. 5:1

mi ¦́T ªg ©dÎz ¤̀  Æl ¥̀ ẍ §U¦i r³©n §W m À¤d¥l£̀ x ¤n ´̀ŸI ©e ¼l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦iÎl’MÎl ¤̀  ‹d ¤WŸn `´̈x §w¦I ©e
m¤Y §x ©n §WE m ½̈zŸ̀  m´¤Y §c ©n§lE mŸe®I ©d m¤ki¥p §f ’̀ §A x¬¥aŸC i²¦kŸp ῭  x¯¤W£̀ mi ½¦hR̈ §W ¦O ©dÎz ¤̀ §e

:m«̈zŸU£r©l

Moses summoned all the Israelites and said to them: Hear, O Israel, the laws and
rules that I proclaim to you this day! Study them and observe them faithfully!



Deut. 5:8 (from - Aseret Dibrot as retold by Moses)

z ©g©? ¹®̈Y ¦n u ¤x̧̀̈ Ä Áx¬¤W£̀ ©e l ©r¿½©O ¦n | Æm¦iǼ ©nẌ ©A x³́¤W£̀ d¿½̈pEn §YÎl’M | Æl ¤qǼ¤t ́¬L§lÎd«̧¤U£r ©zÎ`́«Ÿl
:u ¤x À«̀̈ l̈ z ©g¬́©Y ¦n | m¦í©O ©A x¬¤W£̀ ©e

You shall not make for yourself a sculptured image, any likeness of what is in the
heavens above, or on the earth below, or in the waters below the earth.

Deut. 9:1

‚®¤O ¦n mi¦nªv£r©e mi¬¦lŸc §B m½¦iŸeB z ¤W´¤ẍl Æ̀ Ÿäl o ½¥C §x©I ©dÎz ¤̀  ÆmŸeI ©d x³¥aŸr d¸̈Y ©̀  l À¥̀ ẍ §U¦i r´©n §W
:m¦i «̈nẌ ©A z Ÿxªv §aE z¬ŸlŸc §B mi ²¦xr̈

Hear, O Israel! You are about to cross the Jordan to go in and dispossess nations
greater and more populous than you: great cities with walls sky-high;

Deut. 6:1-3

m®¤k §z ¤̀  c´¥O©l§l m¤ki ¥dŸl¡̀ d¬̈eŸd§i d²̈E ¦v x¬¤W£̀ mi ½¦hR̈ §W ¦O ©d §e Æmi ¦T ªg«©d dÀ̈e §v ¦O ©d z`Ÿ́f §e
:D«̈Y §W ¦x§l dÖ̈W mi¬¦x §aŸr m²¤Y ©̀  x¬¤W£̀ u ¤x ½̀̈ Ä zŸeÚ£r©l

And this is the Instruction—the laws and the rules—that the LORD your God has
commanded [me] to impart to you, to be observed in the land that you are about to
cross into and occupy,

¼L¼¤E ©v §n í ¦kŸp ῭  x´¤W£̀ ‹eiz̈?e §v ¦nE eíz̈ŸT ªgÎl’MÎz ¤̀  x ÂŸn §W Â¦l Li À¤dŸl¡̀ d́ëŸd§iÎz ¤̀  ` ¹̈xi ¦Y o ©r ©̧n§l
:Li«¤nï o¬ªk ¦x£̀©i o ©r©n§lE Li®¤I ©g í ¥n§i l ŸM ½L§p ¦AÎo ¤aE Ĺ §p ¦aE ÆdŸ ©̀

so that you, your children, and your children’s children may revere the LORD your
God and follow, as long as you live, all His laws and commandments that I enjoin
upon you, to the end that you may long endure.

x ¤̧A ¦C Áx ¤W£̀ ©M c ®Ÿ̀ §n oE A §x ¦Y x¬¤W£̀ ©e ½L§l a´©hi¦i Æx ¤W£̀ zŸe ½U£r©l ́Ÿ §x ©nẄ §e Æl ¥̀ ẍ §U¦i ³̈Y §r ©nẄ §e
 :W«̈a §cE älg̈ z¬©af̈ u ¤x²¤̀  K ½̈l ÆLiÆ¤zŸa£̀ i³¥dŸl¡̀ d¹̈eŸd§i

Obey, O Israel, willingly and faithfully, that it may go well with you and that you
may increase greatly [in] a land flowing with milk and honey, as the LORD, the
God of your fathers, spoke to you.



Deut, 6:4

©n §Wr«̈g ¤̀  | d¬̈eŸd§i Epi¥dŸl¡̀ d¬̈eŸd§i l®¥̀ ẍ §U¦i c:
Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD alone.

r ©nÿ   [to be still,] to hear, listen, obey; to understand.

l®¥̀ ẍ §U¦i
Israel = "God prevails"
the second name for Jacob given to him by God after his wrestling with the angel
at Peniel
the name of the descendants and the nation of the descendants of Jacob
the name of the nation until the death of Solomon and the split
the name used and given to the northern kingdom consisting of the 10 tribes under
Jeroboam; the southern kingdom was known as Judah
the name of the nation after the return from exile

d¬̈eŸd§i
Commonly transcribed YHWH, Proper name of God in the Bible
Unpronounced except with the vowel pointings of 'Adonai'

Epi¥dŸl¡̀
Our God, Ruler, Judge

Rashi
The Lord who is now our God and not the God of the other peoples of the world,
He will at some future time be the One (sole) ,'d as it is said, (Zephaniah 3:9) “For
then I will turn to the peoples a pure language that they may all call upon the name
of the Lord", and it is further said, (Zechariah 14:9) “In that day shall the Lord be
One ((cg` and His name One" (cf. Sifrei Devarim 31:10).

Ramban
This too is a commandment that offers explanation. For, already contained in the



commandment I am the Eternal thy G-d, is [the principle of] the Unity of G-d. As
the Rabbis have said: “Rabbi Nathan says: From here there is a refutation to those
heretics who say there are two powers governing the universe. For, when the Holy
One, blessed be He, stood on Mount Sinai and proclaimed I am the Eternal thy
G-d, who protested against Him?” But here he [Moses] came to explain this
commandment [I am the Eternal …] and mentioned it after the Ten
Commandments because it is the root of faith, and whoever does not acknowledge
it denies the essential principle [of the religion] as if he worships idols.

Kol HaTorah
Israel’s professional of faith begins not with the word believe or see but with the
utterance of  r ©nÿ hear. Earlier in Deut. 4:35 Israel had been told “you have been
shown in order to know.”  When the Israelites witnessed the miraculous events of
the Exodus and the Revelation at Sinai, there was no room for doubt. However,
subsequent generations were to depend upon the testimony passed down from
father to son. Sh’ma then became the key word and the core principle of Judaism.
An individual’s religious belief may be based on simple faith, personal
experiences, or conclusions resulting from scientific research or historical
evidence, but the Sh’ma represents knowledge through tradition.

Joseph Hertz
The rabbis not only trained Israel to the understanding of the vital significance of
the Divine Unity; they also defended the Jewish God-idea whenever its purity was
threatened by enemies from without and within...The fight against idolatry and
paganism begun by the prophets continued by the Pharisees. Abraham started his
career as as an idol-wrecker....against duality and trinity.

Enlarged letters
When placed together the letters at the end of the first and last word of verse 4
create the word eid cr  witness. The enlarged c helps to ensure that the reader
does not mistake it for a x. Shir Rabbah 5 The reader might, Heaven forbid, read
acheir x ¥g ©̀  another instead of echad c«̈g ¤̀ , One, in the r ©n §W and thereby, perish
the thought, denying God

Marc Brettler
“Strange as it may seem to us the Sh’ma (Deut. 6:4) is of not particular importance



in the Torah. It rose to prominence in the early post biblical period...The
introduction (“Hear O Israel”) is a typical opening for a speech... introducing what
some have called “a sermon.”

Susan L. Einbinder
The persecutions, expulsions and difficulties experienced by the Jews of Ashkenaz
and France gave special meaning to the Sh’ma...a kind of martyrs’ creed.
Lawrence Kushner and Nehemia Polen
from Tanya - ...God is not only the basis of reality, God is the only reality; God is
all there is. Creation is continuously brought into being through the divine word. In
such a radical monism, the Sh’ma, the declaration of God’s unity means effectively
that nothing exists besides God.

Judith Plaskow
...despite the fractured, scattered and conflicted nature of our experience, there is a
unity that embraces and contains our diversity and that connects all things to each
other.


