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Leviticus 16:3

They combined against Moses and Aaron and said to them, “You have
gone too far! For all the community are holy, all of them, and יהוה is in their
midst. Why then do you raise yourselves above s’יהוה congregation?”

Rashi  (Rabbi Shlomo ben Yitzhak, known as Rashi - France 1040-1105)
(Midrash Rabbah)

Korach said to them: All heard at Sinai the commandment, “I am the L‑rd
your G‑d”! If you alone had heard it while they had not, you could have
claimed superiority. But now that they have all heard it, “why do you raise
yourselves above the congregation of G‑d?”

Ibn Ezra (Abraham ibn Ezra -Spain.1089-1167),

“You take too much upon you”. Enough for you. 23The literal meaning of rav
lakhem is, a lot to you. Its meaning is, you have grabbed the greater
portion.

Ibid.

SEEING ALL THE CONGREGATION ARE HOLY. For the entire
congregation became holy from the day they stood on Sinai.

Ibid.

AND THE LORD IS AMONG THEM. For the Levites were chosen after
God’s glory dwelt amidst the children of Israel.24At Mt. Sinai. Now if Moses
knew when he was on Mount Sinai that the tribe of Levi was chosen, Israel
did not know.25



Chizkuni (Rabbi Hezekiah ben Manoah. Chizkuni, composed in mid-13th
century),

קדושיםכולםהעדהכלכי , “for the entire congregation are all holy.” Korach was
referring to the firstborn of each family. (Ibn Ezra). He based himself on
Exodus 13,2. It follows that it is the firstborn who have the duty and the
privilege to perform the service in the Tabernacle.

Or HaChaim (Rabbi Hayyim ben Moshe ibn Attar 1696-1743 - Morocco)

קדושיםכלםהעדהכלכילכםרב , "a great deal for you, for the whole
community is holy." They meant that Moses and Aaron had arrogated too
much authority to themselves. In the event that Moses and Aaron would
ask wherein precisely they had arrogated to themselves too much authority,
Korach and company said that in view of the fact that the entire community
was holy having experienced direct communication from G'd something not
granted to any other nation, plus the fact that G'd remained within its midst,
Moses and Aaron had placed themselves above such a holy nation. By
saying השםובתוכם , "and G'd is in their midst," they hinted that the presence
of G'd was due to the people and not to the merit of Moses and Aaron.

Ibid.

In view of this, תתנשאומדוע "why do you raise yourselves above the
community of G'd?" Korach and company referred specifically to the
domain of the Tabernacle and the Sanctuary which Moses had declared out
of bounds to ordinary Israelites on pain of death. They accused Moses and
Aaron of having insulted the community as a whole by denying them
access to the Sanctuary and the opportunity to perform sacrificial service
there.

Sforno on Numbers 16:3:1



אהרןועלמשהעלויקהלו , Korach, Datan and Aviram, assembled in order to
incite against Moses and Aaron in the presence of 250 dignitaries of the
people who had allowed themselves to be incited. This incident occurred at
a time when a number of Israelites had assembled in the vicinity of Moses
waiting to have their respective complaints adjudged. The 250 men
mentioned walked around as if minding their own business, wanting to
consult Moses about some harmless matter. It was their intention to arouse
the crowd in order to provide support for Korach’s and his henchmen’s
insurrection as soon as the latter would show up and begin asking hostile
questions of Moses and Aaron. They selected an hour of day when there
was a sizable crowd in Moses’ vicinity in order to reap the maximum benefit
from that, and so that all those who were convinced of the validity of
Korach’s complaints would spread the word and bring reinforcements from
the plain people in the camp.

Rabbi Joseph Herman Hertz  (1872 - 1946)

With the instinct of the true demagogie, Korach posed as the champion of
the People against the alleged dictatorship of Moses and Aaron; the two
brothers who usurped all power and authority in Israel.

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks (1948-2020)

Sometimes the worst mistakes we make are when we project our
feelings onto others. Korach was an ambitious man, so he saw Moses
and Aaron as two people driven by ambition, “setting themselves above
God’s congregation.” He did not understand that in Judaism to lead is to
serve. Those who serve do not lift themselves high. They lift other
people high.




