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R. Shimon b. Lakish said: “I will make you a great nation” (Gen 12:2): that

means that we say, “the God of Abraham” (at the opening of the first

blessing of the Amidah); “and I will bless you” (ibid.): this is, “The God of

Isaac”; “I will make your name great” (ibid.): this is, “the God of Jacob”.

You might think that we conclude the blessing with reference to all of them.

But Scripture concludes; “and you shall be a blessing”: with you (Abraham)

do we conclude, but not them.

Breishit Rabbah 12:9

“This is the story of heaven and earth when they were created ( ם ְּבִהָּבְֽרָא֑
/behibaram)”(Gen 2:4): R. Yehoshua ben Korchah said: Behibaram is

identical in lettering of “behibaram” (through Abraham): i.e. for the sake of

Abraham.

Breishit Rabbah 39:11

R. Levi said: No person ever priced a cow belonging to Abraham [in order

to buy it] without becoming blessed, not did a person ever price a cow [to

sell] to him without becoming blessed. Abraham used to pray for barren

women, and they were remembered; and on behalf of the sick, they were

healed. R. Huna said: It was not necessary for Abraham to go to the sick

person, for when the sick person merely saw Abraham, they were relieved.

R. Hanina said:  Even ships travelling the sea were saved for Abraham’s

sake.

Netivot Shalom: Lech Lecha

The blessing given to Abraham actually signifies the quality of Abraham,

chesed, which is the foundation of the world: “For I said, ‘the world shall be

built on chesed.” (Ps 89:3); and “Your chesed, O God, fills the land” (Ps.

119:64)...With reference to the former verse, the brother of the MaHaRa”L

in his book Sefer HaChayim teaches that the Holy One could not have

created the world founded on the quality of fear or any of the other middot,

but since the Holy One is the source of goodness, and it is that nature of the

Good to do good, God founded creation on the quality of chesed….

This applies to both the physical and spiritual realms...the goal of divine

service is to fulfill “you shall love Adonai your God with all your heart, with

all your soul and with all your might,” and to come to love God as the

highest degree of serving God.  Similarly, the quality of chesed is the

foundation of cleaving to God, the goal of Torah study and fulfilling the

mitzvot.  The Sages taught (Sifre, Ekev 13):



What It Means to Be a Blessing

“To walk in God’s ways and to cleave to God” (Deut 11:22): this means to

cleave to God’s qualities. Just as God is called “Compassionate”, so you be

compassionate.  Just as God is “Merciful” so you be merciful; just as God is

“slow to anger,” you be slow to anger.

From this we see that cleaving to God’s qualities is through the quality of

chesed.  Similarly, “Love your neighbor as yourself” (Lev 19:18) is a

foundational principle of the Torah, and it is connected to the quality of

chesed….This is the significance of the verse “This is the story of the heaven

and earth when they were created”: the emergence of the heavens and earth

is due to the merit of Abraham, the quality of chesed. The “story of the

heavens” refers to all spiritual matters, issues of divine service; “the earth”

refers to earthy things.  All of these matters exist due to the quality of

chesed, which is the root of creation and its existence.

In this light, we sense the depth in the teaching of our Master of Kobrin:

any day in which we do not perform some act of chesed is a day in which we

have not really lived….Our lives - both spiritual and material - are

dependent on the extension of God’s love to us, and that in turn, is

effectuated through our acts of chesed….Any day that we do not perform

some act of chesed we fail to prepare a vessel into which God’s chesed can

flow to us.

Now we understand how the conclusion of the verse “and you shall be a

blessing” refers particularly to Abraham…. The epitome of the quality of

chesed is to actually become a blessing.  Abraham did not merely engage in

acts of chesed, his whole existence and being were love and compassion.  In

this way he became a source of blessing, such that all who looked at or

touched him were blessed.  Further, pay close attention to the language of

Sifre: “Just as God is compassionate/merciful, so you be

compassionate/merciful” - do not only perform acts of compassion and

mercy, but transform your whole being into the essence of compassion and

mercy….Now there are some people whose quality of chesed is dependent

on the opportunity to do good for someone else, and when there is no such

occasion they have no connection to chesed. But someone whose whole

being is chesed is always compassionate and merciful in potential; even if

she is not able to help another person, she still feels the other’s heart, living

in connection to both their joy and pain.  This is the significance of the

phrase “and you shall be a blessing”: become chesed completely, in your

essence, not only through enacting it, but let your whole being be chesed.


