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A bride stands under the chuppah in the large sanctuary, just like her parents did at their wedding. The glass
breaks, and Rabbi Ryan Daniels joyfully calls out: “MAZEL TOV!”
We mourn a beloved grandfather, laugh and cry as Rabbi Wendi Geffen shares the stories of his life, and join
together in the Kaddish, linking ourselves to everyone who has lost someone they love.

O U R

A 13-year-old is called to the Torah: he takes a deep breath and chants his Torah portion with confidence and
pride. Standing in front of the Ark with his parents’ hands on his shoulders, Cantor David Goldstein blesses
him and his parents’ eyes well with tears.

F O R

A new baby sparkling with promise and wonder rests quietly in her parents’ arms, as Rabbi Lisa Greene
gives the child a Hebrew name, tying her to the generations that have come before and those yet to be.

This moment in time calls upon us to preserve and strengthen what past generations
have built here at NSCI. Together we can ensure that our children and grandchildren
will have the same firm commitment to Judaism and its ethical values as our ancestors
did before us. This is our responsibility: to uphold our legacy and make it even stronger
for tomorrow.
Imagine the Possible: The Campaign for Our Centennial has one central campaign goal for
North Shore Congregation Israel: to be a synagogue which is flexible, adaptable and
responsive to all, for now and for the future. We invite you to participate in sustaining our
vital traditions and shaping our vibrant innovations.

OUR JOURNEY CONTINUES

T H E

For many of us, the most meaningful moments of our lives are interwoven with our
North Shore Congregation Israel family. We cherish the friendships we cultivate over
an Oneg Shabbat. We share a “Mindful or Mindless Life” class with a friend. Our
young members are inspired at our youth group retreats and award-winning religious school
offerings. Our passion to serve is stirred at a “Feed the Homeless” program.
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RABBI WENDI GEFFEN

TRADITION
ENRICHMENT
COMMUNITY

C A M P A I G N

“Jewish tradition was not designed to serve solely
as the anchor of a vessel never intended to be
put to sea, but more as a wide, billowing sail,
enabling us to better navigate our experience of
life. It is our time to meet the moment.”
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THROUGH GENERATIONS
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EMBRACING A FUTURE
OF POSSIBILITIES
The synagogue, unlike any other Jewish institution, grounds us, comforts us, engages us in essential
questions, and accompanies us with our celebrations, our challenges, and our losses. Now, more than
ever, a sense of place is important in our frenetic lives. North Shore Congregation Israel truly is an
anchor and shelter in our uncertain world. We feel at home here.
Like Jews around the world, we have embraced change and taken on challenges. We moved into
our first permanent home in Glencoe in 1928, a year before the stock market crash. The aftermath
of World War II brought new members from varied backgrounds and worship practices and the need
for new facilities. Our congregation took the bold step in 1964 to move to our current facility with
its iconic sanctuary and architect Minoru Yamasaki’s soaring vision of light and energy. As we have
grown, we have built and supported a range of essential additions – from the Rebecca K. Crown
Social Hall to the Perlman Sanctuary to the Tross Family Education Center – to meet the needs
of our congregation.
Today, our membership is strong and energetic, our diverse backgrounds a source of great vitality.
Our dynamic, entrepreneurial clergy is highly regarded for its leadership and commitment to members
of all ages and interests – for North Shore Congregation Israel and our broader community.
We meet people where they are – in our growing early childhood and adult learning programming,
our nationally renowned Goodman Center for Jewish Education, and inter-generational services.
WNSCI, Brotherhood, and our commitment to enact Tikkun Olam connect us. Multi-generational
families speak to our ability to adapt and progress, yet maintain our everlasting bonds. Each of us
finds our own path here in an active, inclusive community.
As we continue to grow and meet the everchanging needs of our congregation and the greater
community, we can serve and support each other in even more profound ways, in a space that is
open and flexible, that allows for collaboration and new ideas to flourish.

GUIDING US IN THE QUEST

“Studying the richness
of Judaism in its many
aspects has been my
most rewarding lifetime
learning experience.
Our clergy and
professional staff are
not only knowledgeable
teachers, but also
expert communicators,
guiding us in the
quest to learn and
appreciate the many
facets of Judaism.”
STUART APPLEBAUM
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Imagine: A welcoming home for all

New Gallery & Office Renovation

What does it mean to be a resource to our community, not just to our members – now and into the
future? How can we ensure that we are the keeper of culture, tradition, and ritual, connecting us to
both a sacred and secular community with meaning and purpose? As we continue our journey, we
are connected by the universal – a belief in the transformative power of Jewish learning and inspiring
worship, enhanced by Tikkun Olam, and deeply tied to the principles of Reform Judaism.
We recognize core Jewish truths: we need each other; we are interconnected; we are responsible
for each other.

Imagine the Possible: The Campaign for Our Centennial
The campaign will reinvent space for multi-purpose use, collaboration, learning, and enhanced
experiences whenever we gather. We will capitalize on opportunities to learn, engage, educate, and
connect in ways that may not exist today. We will be prudent and forward-looking, providing essential
resources to ensure we remain resilient and poised to meet challenges we know will come.
We have identified four priority needs.

• Other critical infrastructure repairs – installing new
thermopane windows for increased energy efficiency,
upgrading to more energy efficient lighting, and
installing new plumbing – will be addressed in the
immediate future.

• Increased emphasis on technology and learning tools
for our renowned religious education programs will
ensure that lifelong learning is available to all.

Rebecca K. Crown Social Hall
• Increased funding for programming will enable
our clergy, staff and teachers to develop innovative
curriculum, pilot new outreach and educational
programs, and create community forums to respond
to pressing, real-time events.

Imagine: Ensuring our proud legacy

Endowment
• W
 e are committed to growing our endowment which
currently stands at around $8 million. The income
stream will bolster ongoing maintenance and provide
budget flexibility.

C E N T E N N I A L
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Imagine: A community resource for celebration & programs

• Crown Hall will reflect other changes throughout the
building. It will be modernized and renovated. A new
adjacent patio to be built overlooking the lake will
accommodate a tent for larger gatherings. With the
addition of removable dividers, Crown Hall will become
a truly flexible, easily partitioned, multi-purpose social
hall, capable of hosting many programs at the same
time, such as family life events, education functions,
and community gatherings.

O U R

• A
 substantial Stewardship Fund will strengthen our
reserves and allow us to reliably and predictably
maintain our beautiful synagogue and surrounding
campus. We will make scheduled repairs well in
advance, avoiding the disruption to programming
and planning.

F O R

• E
 arly supporters of the Campaign have funded the
urgent infrastructure needs to sustain our synagogue
– replacing and repairing sections of the roof, installing
a new HVAC system, restoring and replacing concrete
exterior panels, and repaving the parking lot.

C A M P A I G N

Sustaining the Synagogue

T H E

Imagine: A building for the 21 st century

A contribution to the endowment is an opportunity to
support the synagogue in perpetuity.

P O S S I B L E

Advancing the
Congregation into
Our Next Century

• A
 reconfigured office suite will bring the clergy and staff
together to promote efficiency and foster collaboration.
A redesigned reception area will provide a secure, warm
and welcoming area for congregants and visitors.

• W
 e will all now literally enter through the same door
into a transformed gallery widened by 20 feet, creating
a much-needed informal gathering place to meet, relax,
or entertain. The entryway and the gallery will honor the
synagogue’s original design. A more accessible gift shop
will offer an array of Judaica.

T H E

every 21st century synagogue. It begins with a new
central entryway with two sets of doors, and continues
with secure and monitored access – a practical,
necessary step for our congregation.

I M A G I N E

• U
 pgraded security for all is a reality and a priority for

MEETING THE NEEDS OF FUTURE GENERATIONS

“NSCI and its clergy have been an invaluable part of our family.
Our younger daughter was confirmed, and became an active
member of the Temple Youth Group. Now she and her husband are
members of the congregation. We have served as trustees, and are
pleased to be part of this campaign to ensure that the ‘ruach’ and
beautiful sense of community that NSCI offers will evolve to meet
the needs of future generations.”
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JOIN TOGETHER
The opportunity to thrive for generations to come
The Campaign for Our Centennial will make possible new opportunities for
spiritual, intellectual and educational growth for North Shore Congregation Israel
across generations and for the community outside our walls, reaffirming our
values as a congregation. Our investment will provide the resources to ensure
continuity in a state-of-the-art synagogue, building on our tradition of innovation
for this and future generations. This is a moment of great excitement for North
Shore Congregation Israel.

Now is our moment to ensure the future
To recall our tradition of resiliency and enduring connections to core
Jewish principles.
To respect how those who came before us responded to challenges and
opportunities, entrusting us with the responsibility to preserve their legacy for
future generations.
To know that our future is about the ties that bind us to each other and the power
that comes from what we will do together.

Now is your moment to Imagine the Possible
Join us as we continue the journey that our founding families began nearly
100 years ago.
Join us in investing in the resources to ensure we continue to innovate and adapt
for today, tomorrow, and the future.

NOW IS OUR MOMENT

North Shore Congregation Israel
1185 Sheridan Road
Glencoe, Illinois 60022
847.835.0724 nsci.org
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