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Dear Friends,
Whether you are at NSCI every day, a regular at Shabbat services or attend only
occasionally, you won’t be surprised to know that NSCI does you proud. We continue
to serve as the largest synagogue on the North Shore, optimizing our reach within
our established community and outside our walls, in both traditional and innovative
ways. We hope this Annual Report will provide a snapshot of an ordinary week at this
extraordinary Jewish home we share.
This past year, NSCI’ers of all ages learned together, prayed together, ate together,
celebrated together, worked to heal the world together, and so much more. We explored
the world together, from Cuba to Israel to a Civil Rights Trip to the South. We honored
our rich history as we blessed nearly 200 congregants who have been members of NSCI
for 50 years or more. We connected with our members near and far, hosting both our
first Snowbird Shabbat in Palm Springs and our first City Shabbat for congregants who
live downtown. We began the significant work of repairing and updating our physical
plant, as well as our technology systems—from replacing our 50-year-old HVAC system
and repairing the concrete facade of the building and our roof, to overhauling our
internal accounting system, our membership engagement software and website—all of
which we look forward to have completed and implemented fully by the end of 2017.
This is an exciting time for NSCI, and we are excited to be sharing it with you.
We look forward to the coming year.
L’Shalom,

Wendi Geffen
Senior Rabbi

Jody Weinberg
President
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SUNDAY

A WEEK IN THE LIFE

of NSCI

Things are hustling and bustling at NSCI, as droves of children, from preschoolers through high
schoolers make their way into our innovative and award-winning Goodman Center for Jewish Education.
Our youngest students are gathering for their weekly Havdalah observance while our 3rd–4th graders at
Camp@NSCI, our nationally recognized, camp-style Jewish education program, are recording scenes for
their upcoming biblical film debuts at the annual Golden Matzah Awards. Our high school Machoniks
(teacher-aids) are helping students practice their Hebrew, while our 5th and 6th grade Prayer Jammers and
8th–12th grade Selah participants are rehearsing songs that they will lead at an upcoming intergenerational
Shabbat service.
Coming up for 2017–2018: a new Project-Based Learning approach for 5th and 6th grade that emerged
out of earning 1 of 8 spots in CFJE’s Chidush program.

New
Students

89

Total Students
Preschool–12th Grade

466
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Registered
Machoniks

66

But Sundays aren’t just for kids.
Parents are getting to know each other
over coffee and bagels at Cafe @ NSCI
or lending a hand at their child’s
Tzedakah Table. The TorahNadoes, NSCI
Brotherhood’s softball team comprised
of players ranging in age from 18–80, is
playing against another local synagogue
team down the street, and the Women of
NSCI, our Sisterhood, is meeting to plan
their upcoming New York City trip or this
year’s greatly anticipated Vashti’s Banquet.

MONDAY
NSCI is abuzz with energy, from the beautiful music coming down the hall from of our volunteer choir
Shir Chadash’s rehearsal to the confident pronunciation of Hebrew prayers from our Adult B’nei Mitzvah
class; from the thoughtful interactions of the latest cohort of the popular Mindful or Mindless Life series
to students reading and discussing ancient Jewish texts from the Talmud. Adult Learning at NSCI fits both
daytime and evening schedules, and has flourished in the past year in groups and classes of all sizes.

500+ adult learners attended weekday
Jewish learning classes this past year.

More than 2,000
congregants and
community members
learned with our visiting
scholars though lectures,
services, and meals.

Anticipation builds for visits by distinguished scholars
and speakers. These visits, often made possible by lectureships
established by generous congregants or strategic partnerships with
community organizations, allow our community to experience
learning from some of the most renowned thought leaders of
today. Over the past year, we hosted the following internationally
renowned scholars: Middle East expert Kenneth Stein, Holocaust
scholars Peter Hayes and Deborah Lipstadt, Biblical scholar Avivah
Zornberg, and former President of the Reform movement Eric
Yoffie—just to name a few.
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TUESDAY
The clergy made more than
500 calls and visits to homes
and hospitals this past year.

The clergy check in with congregants
who are in the hospital or who need a compassionate
touch. One of our Hands of Chesed volunteers
delivers a meal to a family going through a challenging
time. In addition to their regular responsibilities, our
dedicated administrative staff helps to arrange a ride
for a congregant so they can attend Shabbat services
later in the week, and our caring maintenance staff
members go the extra mile escorting a mobilitychallenged congregant inside the building.
NSCI is blessed with countless dedicated volunteers
and lay leaders. On Tuesday evenings, you can often
find the Youth and Family Community Committee
(YFCC) gathered to discuss NSCI’s exciting
family engagement opportunities and this year’s
upcoming Challah Bake. The Building and Grounds
Committee meets with contractors to discuss the
concrete and roof repairs, assuring our facility
remains in top shape. The Board of Trustees meets
to address the synagogue’s needs and create forwardthinking approaches and policies for the synagogue.

The current president, Jody Weinberg, will be completing the third
and final year of her presidency this coming year; First Vice President
Marilyn Perlman will become president in June of 2018.

Kehilah Volunteers of the Year
Karen Silbar & Dean Weinberg

2016 – 2017
AWARD
WINNERS

Ilene Herst Teen Leadership Award
Isaac Freedman
June B. Pinsof Memorial Music Scholarship Award
Julian Stone
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WEDNESDAY
Tikkun Olam is central to who we are at NSCI.
As such, our sacred work of repairing our world is not
reserved only for Wednesdays, but is a part of everything we
do every day. Over the course of the year, more than 1,000
congregants volunteered in some capacity as a part of NSCI’s
Tikkun Olam efforts. Here are just a few highlights:
Again this year, we provided more than 10,000 meals to those
hungry across Chicagoland, through our programs like Feed
the Homeless, NSCI’s Annual Family to Family Thanksgiving
Basket program for Waukegan’s Whittier School families, the
Weekend Meal Project for food-insecure families in Highland
Park, and more. We were proud to be a host site for Mazon’s
This Is Hunger national touring exhibit, an interactive exhibit
about hunger in America and what we can do to address it.
We provided school supplies for a combined 1000 CPS
students at the Jordan Elementary Community School and
Nicholson Technology Academy, and were thrilled to enter
our second year as a participating member of Family Promise,
a national organization that helps temporarily homeless
families achieve sustainable independence. More than 51
NSCI families helped welcome and care for our Family
Promise guests during the weeks of June 11–24.

300 pounds of fresh produce

harvested from our Community
Garden for the Moraine Township
and Ark food pantries

10,000+ meals were
prepared and served for
the hungry

25 Tzedakah Table pop-up

tzedakah projects hosted,
raising thousands of dollars
for 18 different charities
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THURSDAY

Check out NSCI’s new, engaging B’nei Mitzvah
website www.JourneyToEighteen.com
Watch videos, explore readings, and learn more
about becoming B’nei Mitzvah—all in one spot.

Anticipation builds as the 4th grade class and their parents
gather in the Large Sanctuary to receive their B'nei Mitzvah
Torah portions and dates. One by one, students and their
parents stand under a chuppah as one of our rabbis hands the
student the Torah to hold in their arms so they can feel what it
means to be a carrier of our tradition. A tear gently falls down
a parent's cheek as they hear the rabbi say, "The next time you
hold a Torah like this will be at your B'nei Mitzvah."
A 7th grade student sits with Rabbi Greene to delve into the
meaning behind becoming B’nei Mitzvah, while another
student puts the final touches on the painting she has made of
her own interpretation of her Bat Mitzvah portion.
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FRIDAY
Preschool students from all over the community
gather at the Takiff Center in Glencoe for NSCI’s Shabbat
enrichment class, while children up to 2 years old join
together in fun Shabbat crafts, stories and songs with their
respective “grown-ups” at NSCI. Young children and their
parents jump and play as a part of our Stretch-n-Grow and
Toddler Art classes here at NSCI, and still others join with
their parents and grandparents for an exciting Tot Shabbat
program later that evening.

400+ families with 0- to 5-year-old
children have participated in NSCI Early
Childhood offerings this past year.

We set record-level attendance at
our weekly Friday night services this
year, both in person and via live stream.
An average of 500 viewers per week live
stream our Kabbalat Shabbat services.

People spanning generations and
backgrounds make their way into the
sanctuary in the evening. Service-goers
greet one another, and the energetic and
inspirational Kabbalat Shabbat service begins.
Participants are invited to leave the rest
of their week behind and join together in
elevating song and prayer. One of our clergy
delivers a meaningful message rooted deeply
in Jewish tradition and resonating with
contemporary and personal impact. The
service is streaming, entering homes all over
the country, for those who are homebound
to college students, for vacationers to those
who’ve heard about our services but don’t
live in Chicago. After the service, we gather
for a fabulous Oneg Shabbat, where old
friends catch up, new friends meet, and
many depart together for Shabbat dinner
around the North Shore.
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SATURDAY
68

students became
B’nei Mitzvah

50

couples were married

100

babies were named

A dedicated cohort gathers on Shabbat
morning in-the-round for our Minyan service.
Engaged in Reform davening, a lay leader reads
from the Torah scroll, followed by one of our
clergy facilitating an interactive Torah study.
Family members will join together to celebrate
the birth of a new child and give them their
Hebrew name after the aliyah. That morning
and again that afternoon, a B’nei Mitzvah service
begins in our majestic Large Sanctuary. A rabbi
and cantor guide the newly welcomed Jewish
adult as they step into the ranks of community
with family kvelling.
Later that evening, one of our clergy is likely
officiating at a joyous wedding, while one of our youth groups may be hosting a fun program
or another celebratory event will take place, where we bid Shabbat good-bye and welcome a
new week of blessings, joy and hope.
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FINANCIALS
MEMBER CARE/
COMMUNITY/
TIKKUN OLAM

ADMINISTRATION

19 %

$316,127

23

2%

9%

WORSHIP

$824,049

%

2

$776,987

FACILITIES

$675,778

27 %
EXPENSES

$3,531,685

LIFELONG
LEARNING

$938,744

YOUTH & FAMILY/
LEARNING

REVENUE

$3,540,055 *

WORSHIP

$413,174

12 %

$100,867

3
%

62%

11% 6% 6%

FUNDRAISING &
DONATIONS

$388,948

ENDOWMENT

$225,000

OTHER REVENUE

$231,517
*Year-end close by NSCI Controller
Per NSCI policy, any surplus is allocated to
the building reserve fund.

CONGREGATIONAL
DUES

$2,180,549
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SUSTAINING
OUR SACRED
COMMUNITY

We are grateful for the extraordinary generosity of our congregation.
Our annual dues cover approximately 62% of our annual budget,
and donations make up a critical 11% more. 2,183 individual gifts
were made to our congregation this year in honor or memory of
someone, to support one of our fundraising campaigns, to purchase a brick in front of our building, to
help The Goodman Center for Jewish Education, or to address a particular need of our congregation.

2016 –2017

For example:
Rob and Eileen Sharkey Rosenfeld donated $7,500 so NSCI could purchase Shulcloud, a new member software
that will be implemented in the coming months. In her volunteer work with the development department as well
as on our website, Eileen saw that the software we are currently using was no longer meeting our needs. Shulcloud
will handle our accounts receivables, scheduling, donation tracking, and member communication. It is a complete
synagogue software application that resides on the cloud, and should improve our overall administrative operation.
“We are thrilled and truly inspired by NSCI’s relentless dedication to continually improving its programs and building
a tighter knit community—so we felt a need to participate and do our part. Our contribution to ShulCloud is a
small step towards helping each and every congregant feel more connected to the rabbis, cantor, Jewish rituals, and
each other. NSCI is more than a just a synagogue, it’s an engaging, personal and spiritual second home for all.”
—ROB & EILEEN SHARKEY ROSENFELD

Judy and Lloyd Falk donated $10,000 to improve our building security. The Falks’ gift allowed
us to hire security guards on Saturday morning, and spurred us to repair the security cameras
around the building and train our staff and board how to respond in an emergency.
“Born and raised in Chicago and having lost a father to gun struggle with a home invader when I was five
years old, security is deeply personal and important to me. Since I attend Minyan with a community of
persons with whom I have a warm relationship, their security was/is important to me too. My donation
was to support protection for all of us—including the rabbis—during the period before, during and after
minyan. Thereby, all of us could concentrate on prayer and study without fear of danger or personal harm.”
—JUDY FALK

These are just two examples of congregants who saw a need and stepped forward. We are grateful
not only to them, but to many others who address the needs of our community when they arise.
We thank you for all you have done and continue to do for North Shore Congregation Israel.

1,016 people
made a gift to NSCI this
year, expressing their
support of our mission
and our community.
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We met or exceeded
our budget goal in every
development category.

E L I J A H ’ S TA B L E

Elijah’s Table contributions ensure that NSCI remains an inclusive community where all are welcome,
regardless of their ability to pay full dues. Our thanks to Harriette and Ted Perlman, Marilyn Perlman
and Harry Epstein and Family for their matching gift of $18,000 which encouraged 49 donors to
give to Elijah’s Table for the first time, and a remarkable 115 donors to increase their gift over last
year. Elijah’s Table raised $165,715, more than $16,000 over our goal, from 239 contributors.
S P R I N G E V E N T: L I V E F R O M L A S V E G A S , I T ’ S A M A G I C A L N I G H T

Illusionist Ben Seidman entertained the crowd of 260 on June 11 with his blend of comedy and magic! The
talented committee of 35 volunteers, chaired by Judy Wexler and Carol Wolfe, organized a dazzling event with
a Patron reception for 61 donors and their guests before the main event, and a spectacular dessert reception
afterwards. Each guest was given a deck of NSCI playing cards with ads purchased by our congregants and
local businesses, and one lucky guest won our raffle prize: an ultimate weekend getaway to Las Vegas. The
event raised more than $94,000 for NSCI’s operating budget, more than 40% over our goal.
G O O D M A N C E N T E R PA RT N E R S

Goodman Center Partners contribute $500 or more annually to support our school, as tuition alone does not cover
the cost of operating the Goodman Center for Jewish Education. Donors Marilyn Perlman and Harry Epstein
hosted a very special dinner in their home for our supporters, raising more than $10,000. With support for this
program totaling $30,249, the school continues to engage our youth and families with Jewish living and learning.
S U S TA I N I N G M E M B E R S

NSCI is grateful to many congregants who send a donation with their annual dues to help meet
our annual budget needs. Last year, we received nearly $60,000 in donations to help provide the
highest quality religious, social justice, educational and communal programming. The Sustaining
Members Program creates a more stable financial base for our annual funding needs.
C R E AT E A J E W I S H L E G A C Y

NSCI is privileged to participate in this innovative program that offers training and support to lay leaders
and professionals in the area of legacy giving. We now have 64 Declarations of Intent for planned gifts
to the NSCI endowment through Create a Jewish Legacy, which is supported by the Harold Grinspoon
Foundation and an anonymous donor. As a participant in this community-wide program, NSCI has
received $25,000 for meeting goals and has completed the third year of the four-year program.
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STAFF
CLERGY

Senior Rabbi Wendi Geffen
Cantor David M. Goldstein
Senior Associate Rabbi Lisa S. Greene
Associate Rabbi Ryan E. Daniels
Rabbi Emeritus Steven S. Mason, D. Min
Senior Scholar Rabbi Herbert Bronstein
P RO F E S S I O N A L & A D M I N I S T R AT I V E S TA F F

Miriam Biales

Lisa Goosman

Roy Ruiz

Receptionist

Executive Assistant to
Rabbis Daniels & Greene

Finance Director

Andrea Dalinka
Youth Group Advisor
(Elementary & Middle School)

Alfredo Lopez

Sarah Duffin

Amy Mallor

Executive Assistant to
Rabbi Geffen & Cantor Goldstein

Executive Director

Susan Ellenby

Building Engineer

Jennifer McKeag
Youth & Family
Community Coordinator

Sheryl Cohen Solomon
Development Director

Jacki Sundheim
Events Coordinator

Holly Zimmerman
Bookkeeper

Dr. Roberta Louis
Goodman

Communications,
Development & Data Specialist

Education Director

Rafael Bautista
Rodolfo Galvan
Carmela Jimenez
Mark Moreno
Efrain Patino

Neil Rigler

Maintenance Staff

Youth & Family
Community Coordinator

Lauren Nowak

Youth Group Advisor
(High School)
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
2016–2017
OFFICERS

2016–2017
TRUSTEES

2017–2018
OFFICERS

2017–2018
TRUSTEES

Jody Weinberg

Michael Baim
Brandy Deshur
Karen Dillon
Peter DuBois
Jeffrey Echt
Pam Faulkner
David Iskowich
Mark Litner
Susan Longo
Jeff Mazur
Gregory Miller
Diane Moore
Martin Parker
Allison Rosenfeld
David Rothschild
Alan Rottman
Robert Shakno
Lilah Shapiro
Karen Sperber
April Victor
Michael Wexler
Max Nguyen

Jody Weinberg

Karen Dillon
Peter DuBois
Pam Faulkner
Jay Fine
David Iskowich
Robert Levy
Mark Litner
Susan Longo
Lynne Madorsky
Jeff Mazur
Gregory Miller
Frances Morof
Carole Parker
Alan Rottman
Allison Rosenfeld
Schanfield
Robert Shakno
Lilah Shapiro
Nathan Tross
April Victor
Michael Wexler
Charles Winternitz
Lindsey Kourafas

President

Jed Mandel
Vice President

Marilyn Perlman
Vice President

Cathy Schneider
Vice President

Nathan Tross
Vice President

Carol Wolfe
Vice President

David Novick
Vice President for YFCC

Jay Fine
Treasurer

Eileen Sharkey
Rosenfeld
Secretary

Nancy Mantynband
WNSCI Co-President

Debra Bauer
WNSCI Co-President

Robert Dillon

TYG Representative

President

Marilyn Perlman
First Vice President

Jed Mandel
Vice President

Diane Moore
Vice President

Cathy Schneider
Vice President

Carol Wolfe
Vice President

David Novick
Vice President for YFCC

Jeffrey Echt
Treasurer

Eileen Sharkey
Rosenfeld
Secretary

Debra Bauer
WNSCI Co-President

Eileen Weil
WNSCI Co-President*

Robert Dillon

Brotherhood President

Brotherhood Co-President

Bruce White

David Rothschild

Legal Counsel

Brotherhood Co-President*

TYG Representative

Bruce White
Legal Counsel
* 2018–2019 Auxiliary Officer
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WE ARE NSCI
We believe in the transformative power of Jewish Living.
We recognize the Divine spark in every person.
We affirm that everyone is a stakeholder and community matters.
We understand that Judaism has something to offer everyone.
We value diversity.
We are young and young at heart.
We are seekers and cynics and everyone in between.
We are born Jews and choosing Jews. We are interfaith. We are LGBTQ.
We are Am Yisrael. We are our brothers’ keepers.
We believe Jewish living calls us to do nothing less than repair our world.
We experience Judaism as a lived practice.
We travel. We eat. We celebrate. We mourn. We pray. We learn. We give.
We ask big questions and explore big ideas.
We yearn. We hope. We invite. We inspire.
We foster understanding. We change lives. We make a difference.
We nourish our deep roots. We grow. We believe in the possible.
We are NSCI.

north shore
congregation israel

847-835-0724
1185 Sheridan Road
Glencoe, IL 60022
Info@NSCI.org
NSCI.org
NSCIGlencoe
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