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Exodus 34:6–7a
Adonai, Adonai, God of mercy and grace, slow towrath and abundant in chesed/kindness and
truth, extending chesed/kindness for thousands, forgiving transgression, offense, and sin, and
granting pardon…

Babylonian Talmud, Sotah 14a (450–550 CE)
“After God you should walk” (Deuteronomy 13:5) Is it possible for a person to follow the Divine
Presence? …Just as God clothes the naked, as it is written: “And the Lord Godmade for Adam and
for his wife garments of skin, and clothed them” (Genesis 3:21), so too, should you clothe the
naked. Just as God visits the sick, as it is written with regard to God’s appearing to Abraham
following his circumcision: “And the Lord appeared unto him by the terebinths ofMamre”
(Genesis 18:1), so too, should you visit the sick. Just as God consoles mourners, as it is written:
“And it came to pass after the death of Abraham, that God blessed Isaac his son” (Genesis 25:11),
so too, should you console mourners. Just as God buried the dead, as it is written: “God buried
[Moses] in the land ofMoab” (Deuteronomy 34:6), so too, should you bury the dead.

…With regard to the Torah, its beginning is an act of kindness and its end is an act of
chesed/kindness. Its beginning is an act of kindness, as it is written: “And the Lord Godmade for
Adam and for his wife garments of skin, and clothed them” (Genesis 3:21). And its end is an act of
kindness, as it is written: “And hewas buried in the valley in the land ofMoab” (Deuteronomy
34:6).

Reb ShalomNoach Berezovsky,Netivot Shalom (20/c)
“To walk in God’s ways” – this means to cleave to God’s qualities. Just as God is called
“Compassionate”, so you be compassionate. Just as God is “Merciful” so you bemerciful; just as
God is “slow to anger,” you be slow to anger. From this we see that cleaving to God’s qualities is
through the quality of chesed/kindness. Similarly, “Love your neighbor as yourself” (Lev 19:18) is
a foundational principle of the Torah, and it is connected to the quality of chesed/kindness…. All
of thesematters exist due to the quality of chesed/kindness,which is the root of creation and its
existence. In this light, we sense the depth in the teaching of ourMaster of Kobrin: any day in
which we do not perform some act of chesed/kindness is a day in which we have not really lived …
Our lives are dependent on the extension of God’s love to us, and that in turn, is effectuated
through our acts of chesed/kindness.

Babylonian Talmud, Berakhot 7a (450–550 CE)
How dowe know that God prays? As it says: And I will bring them toMy holy mountain andmake
them happy in the house ofMy prayer (Isaiah 56:7). It does not say “their prayer” but “My
prayer”—from here we know that God prays.What does God pray? “May it beMywill thatMy
mercy will overcomeMy anger andMymercy will flow overMy attribute [of judgment], and that I
engage withMy children withmercy and that I treat themwith leniency.”

Rabbi Shai Held
A closed heart cannot receive anymore than it can give. Or, to put it more positively, a heart truly
open to receiving (as opposed to just taking) is also open to giving. And the process of giving itself
has the potential to open us to the possibility of receiving.


